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ABSTRACT

Playing with Fire: The Shaun-arson Connection in Arizona

This study aims to investigate the potential relationship between the popularity of the
first name "Shaun" and the incidence of arson in the state of Arizona. Drawing from data
provided  by  the  US  Social  Security  Administration  and  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice
Information Services, our research team conducted a thorough analysis covering the
years 1985 to 2022. Our findings revealed a remarkably high correlation coefficient of
0.9189290,  with  statistical  significance at  p  < 0.01,  suggesting a strong association
between the prevalence of the name "Shaun" and arson occurrences in the state. While
the exact mechanisms underlying this association remain elusive, the results impart a
newfound  appreciation  for  the  impact  of  nomenclature  on  delinquent  behavior.  Our
study  underscores  the  importance  of  considering  unconventional  factors  in  the
investigation of criminal activities and sparks further scholarly inquiry into the peculiar
interplay between nomenclature and unlawful conduct.
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I. Introduction

The etymology of names has long been a subject of intrigue, encompassing both linguistic and 

sociocultural dimensions. Within the realm of statistical analysis, the investigation of names in 

relation to various phenomena has ventured into territory as diverse as the names themselves. In 

this vein, the present study seeks to unravel the enigmatic correlation between the prevalence of 

the first name "Shaun" and the incidence of arson in the state of Arizona. Despite its seemingly 

whimsical nature, one cannot help but ponder the potential impact of nomenclature on criminal 

proclivity. Are there hidden sparks within the cultural fabric that ignite the flames of unlawful 

behavior, or is the connection merely a statistical anomaly flickering in the winds of chance?

Fueled by the burgeoning availability of data and the passion for uncovering unexpected 

associations, our research team embarked on a quest to decipher the tangled web of 

nomenclature and delinquency. Leveraging information from the US Social Security 

Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, we undertook a meticulous 

analysis spanning nearly four decades. The resulting revelations, laced with statistical 

significance and phenomenological peculiarity, set ablaze the notion that a name is merely an 

innocuous label.

As we delve into the labyrinthine world of statistical analysis, it is impossible to overlook the 

sparks of curiosity that ignite the flames of investigation. Our quest for understanding leads us to

question not only the peculiar connection between the name "Shaun" and arson, but also the 

broader implications for our understanding of criminal behavior. How might the embers of 

nomenclature kindle the fires of deviance, and what unforeseen variables lurk amidst the smoke 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



and mirrors of statistical inference? With these questions smoldering at the periphery of 

empirical inquiry, we cast our wide net of analysis into the vast expanse of data, seeking to shed 

light on this curious conflagration of nomenclature and criminality.

II. Literature Review

Our investigation into the relationship between the prevalence of the first name "Shaun" and the 

incidence of arson in Arizona was ignited by a series of scholarly works that sought to illuminate

the influence of names on societal phenomena. Smith, in "The Namesake's Impact: Uncovering 

Hidden Connections," delved into the nexus of nomenclature and behavior, presenting 

compelling theories that kindle curiosity about the potential impact of names on individual life 

paths. Meanwhile, Doe, in "Monikers and Misdeeds: A Statistical Inquiry," embarked on a 

meticulous exploration of the association between names and criminal activities, albeit stopping 

short of igniting any definite conclusions.

The literary blaze of our inquiry was further fueled by Jones, whose work "Title TBD" kindled 

our curiosity with a wide-ranging investigation into the idiosyncrasies of names and their 

resonance within societal trends. 

Venturing beyond the academic realm, our curiosity was piqued by the non-fiction works "The 

Fire Within: Understanding Pyromania" by John Blaze and "Red, Hot, and Blue: The Psychology

of Arsonists" by B. A. Burn. These scorching texts provided invaluable insights into the 

psychological underpinnings of incendiary behavior, albeit from a perspective not directly 

correlated with nomenclature.
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In the realm of fiction, we found ourselves drawn to "The Arsonist's Apprentice" by Lucy 

Combustion and "Kindling Hearts: A Love Story Set Ablaze" by Blaze Kindle. While these 

works did not directly address the Shaun-arson connection, they certainly stoked the flames of 

our imagination.

Our literature review then took an unexpected turn as we stumbled into the whimsical world of 

cartoons and children's shows. The fiery escapades of "The Adventures of Shaun the Sheep" and 

"Shaun the Firefighter" provided lighthearted entertainment, albeit with no substantial insights 

into the perplexing Shaun-arson correlation. However, the suggestive nature of the titles could 

not be overlooked, leaving a lingering ember of curiosity in our analytical pursuits.

III. Methodology

To kindle the flames of understanding in our investigation, our research team employed a 

multifaceted methodology to unearth the potential connection between the popularity of the first 

name "Shaun" and instances of arson in Arizona. Drawing from the troves of data provided by 

the US Social Security Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, our 

endeavor can be likened to stirring a cauldron of statistical alchemy.

Firstly, we waved our magic wand that is data collection and harnessed records spanning from 

1985 to 2022, carefully tending to every data point as if they were precious embers waiting to 

ignite a hypothesis. The abundance of data allowed us to stoke the flames of statistical 

significance within our analysis, ensuring that our findings would not fizzle out like a faulty 

Bunsen burner.
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Next, we conjured the spirits of correlation and regression analysis to scrutinize the potential 

relationship between the name "Shaun" and arson occurrences in Arizona. Our chi-squared 

statistical tests acted as spells to decipher whether the observed connection was more than a mere

hocus-pocus. We utilized a range of statistical tools reminiscent of a wizard's arsenal, including t-

tests, ANOVA, and logistic regression, to unveil the true nature of the association, skirting the 

line between knowable causality and mystical coincidence.

Additionally, we danced around the bonfire of controls and covariates, ensuring that we did not 

neglect the myriad factors that could dim the brightness of our findings. Demographic variables 

such as age, gender, and socioeconomic status were stirred into the cauldron to illuminate the 

potential confounding shadows that might otherwise distort our understanding of the Shaun-

arson relationship.

Lastly, we invoked the spirits of significance and systematic uncertainty by subjecting our 

findings to the crucible of rigorous statistical inference. The flames of hypothesis testing were 

diligently tended to, ensuring that our conclusions were not mere will-o'-the-wisps leading us 

astray in the murky marshes of empirical inquiry.

In short, our methodology embodied the spirit of scientific rigor while maintaining a certain flair 

for the arcane, weaving together data, statistical analyses, and a dash of enchantment to unravel 

the enigmatic connection between the name "Shaun" and arson in the arid plains of Arizona.

IV. Results
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The analysis of the data spanning 1985 to 2022 revealed a striking correlation between the 

prevalence of the first name "Shaun" and the incidence of arson in the state of Arizona. The 

correlation coefficient of 0.9189290, combined with an r-squared value of 0.8444306, solidifies 

the robust relationship between these seemingly disparate variables. With a p-value of less than 

0.01, the statistical significance of this association blazes like a bonfire in the realm of empirical 

inquiry.

Fig. 1 presents a scatterplot illustrating the compelling link between the popularity of the name 

"Shaun" and the incidence of arson in Arizona. The plot paints a vivid picture of the confluence 

of these variables, leaving no doubt about the intensity of their relationship. One cannot help but 

warm up to the idea that there might be a fiery connection between nomenclature and incendiary 

acts, igniting both intrigue and amusement within the scientific community.

These findings kindle a fervent interest in the underlying mechanisms governing the Shaun-arson

connection, stoking the flames of curiosity within the scientific community. The notion that a 

simple name could kindle the flames of criminal behavior serves as a testament to the intricate 

interplay of human behavior and nomenclature. As we sift through the ashes of this remarkable 

correlation, it becomes increasingly apparent that the world of statistical analysis is not devoid of

surprises, and that even the most unlikely variables may fuel the fires of empirical discovery.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

V. Discussion

The scorching findings of our study have set the stage for an animated discussion of the Shaun-

arson connection, igniting a fervor for further inquiry. Our results, which resonated with previous

scholarly works and illuminated a clear link between the prevalence of the first name "Shaun" 

and arson occurrences in Arizona, add fuel to the fire of the ongoing debate on the impact of 

nomenclature on delinquent behavior.

Venturing into the realm of statistical analysis, we found ourselves in the midst of a heated 

debate, as the sizzling correlation coefficient of 0.9189290 and the r-squared value of 0.8444306 

illuminated the potent relationship between these seemingly unrelated variables. The statistical 

significance at p < 0.01 is akin to a blazing inferno in the domain of empirical inquiry, leaving 

little room for doubt about the robustness of the Shaun-arson association.

Our findings rejuvenate the discussions sparked by prior research, drawing particular inspiration 

from the literary inferno that is Smith's "The Namesake's Impact" and the incendiary exploration 
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of Doe, both of which shed light on the intriguing nexus of nomenclature and behavior. It is both 

amusing and intriguing that the puzzling Shaun-arson correlation, once a whimsical ember of 

curiosity stoked by Jones' wide-ranging investigation, has now erupted into a conflagration of 

empirical evidence.

As we sift through the ashes of this remarkable correlation, it becomes increasingly apparent that

the world of statistical analysis is not devoid of surprises, and that even the most unlikely 

variables may fuel the fires of empirical discovery. The suggestion that a simple name could 

kindle the flames of criminal behavior serves as a testament to the intricate interplay of human 

behavior and nomenclature. Our findings underscore the importance of embracing 

unconventional factors in the investigation of criminal activities, thereby enkindling a newfound 

appreciation for the impact of nomenclature on deviant conduct.

In conclusion, the blistering implications of our research embolden researchers to delve deeper 

into the enigmatic interplay between nomenclature and unlawful conduct, catalyzing a fiery 

passion for unconventional avenues of scholarly exploration. As the flames of curiosity continue 

to spread, the prevailing insight from our study remains ablaze: the Shaun-arson connection 

sheds light on the sizzling potential of unorthodox factors in shaping societal phenomena.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, the scorching correlation between the popularity of the name "Shaun" and the 

incidence of arson in Arizona is nothing short of a statistical wildfire, igniting both curiosity and 

bemusement among researchers. While we may be tempted to extinguish any conclusions with a 
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dose of skepticism, the sizzling correlation coefficient of 0.9189290 and the fiery statistical 

significance at p < 0.01 leave little room for doubt. This inferno of a relationship fuels the flames

of inquiry into the uncharted territory of nomenclature and its incendiary effects.

As we sift through the ashes of this research endeavor, one wonders if this correlation is merely a

statistical fluke or if there are truly underlying sparks of influence that continue to blaze beneath 

the surface. Perhaps this association is merely a case of statistical serendipity, a confluence of 

variables that caught fire in the realm of empirical investigation. Nonetheless, the allure of this 

fiery nomenclatural conundrum cannot be extinguished, leaving us to ponder on the enigmatic 

interplay between names and nefarious deeds.

While our findings spark an illuminative curiosity, we assert with confidence that no further 

research is needed in this particular area. The intensity of this association and its potential 

implications have been thoroughly kindled. In the realm of statistical inquiry, the Shaun-arson 

connection stands as a monumental blaze of curiosity that requires no further stoking.
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