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Abstract

In this groundbreaking research, we delve into the bizarre and seemingly inexplicable relationship 
between the number of statisticians in Oklahoma and petroleum consumption in Guinea. While these two 
seemingly unrelated entities may leave one scratching their head in confusion, our findings reveal a 
surprising correlation that will tighten the screws on your statistical understanding. Utilizing data from the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Energy Information Administration, we employed rigorous statistical 
analysis to uncover a correlation coefficient of 0.8214892 and a p-value less than 0.01 over the period 
from 2003 to 2021. The implications of these findings are as puzzling as they are fascinating, shedding 
light on the complexities of statistical analyses and how correlations can leave even the most seasoned 
researchers gasping for breath. Join us as we untangle this web of statistical intrigue and open new doors
in the world of research that are sure to make even the most serious researcher grin from ear to ear.

Copyleft 2024 Center for Research.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

   The  pursuit  of  knowledge  often  leads
researchers  down  unexpected  and  quirky
paths,  and  our  quest  to  understand  the
connection  between  the  number  of

statisticians  in  Oklahoma  and  petroleum
consumption  in  Guinea  is  no  exception.
While the ordinary mind might dismiss these
two variables as having about  as much in
common as a pineapple and a bicycle, we
delved  deep  into  the  statistics  and
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uncovered a correlation that might just have
you  reaching  for  the  nearest  calculator  in
disbelief.

   It is well known that correlation does not
imply  causation,  but  the  tantalizing  dance
between  these  two  seemingly  disparate
elements had us  itching to  find  out  more.
Why  do  these  statistical  wizards  in  the
heartland  of  America  seem  to  have  any
influence on the petrol consumption habits
in  the  far  reaches  of  West  Africa?  This
confounding  mystery  led  us  to  conduct  a
thorough  analysis  that  would  have  even
Sherlock  Holmes  raising  an  intrigued
eyebrow.

   As Socrates once famously said, "I know
that I am intelligent, because I know that I
know  nothing."  Armed  with  this  humbling
wisdom, we set out to unravel the enigma
before us. With our data from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics and the Energy Information
Administration, we embarked on a statistical
journey  that  would  have  made  even  the
most ardent math enthusiast break out into
a nervous sweat.

   As  we  peel  back  the  layers  of  this
statistical onion, we invite you to join us on
this whimsical adventure that will have you
questioning  the  very  fabric  of  our
understanding  of  cause  and  effect.  So
buckle  up,  grab  a  cup  of  coffee  (or  your
beverage of choice), and prepare to enter a
world  where  the  number-crunching  of
statisticians in  Oklahoma holds the key to
unlocking  the  mysteries  of  petrol
consumption in Guinea. This is a ride you
won't want to miss!

2. Literature Review

The  connection  between  the  number  of
statisticians  in  Oklahoma  and  petroleum
consumption  in  Guinea  may  seem  as
unlikely as a cat in water or a penguin in the
desert. But as the saying goes, truth can be
stranger  than  fiction.  Smith  et  al.  (2015)

conducted a comprehensive study exploring
the  potential  relationships  between
seemingly  unrelated  variables,  paving  the
way  for  our  own  investigation  into  this
peculiar correlation.

Doe  and  Jones  (2018)  also  ventured  into
uncharted  territory  with  their  analysis  of
statistical  phenomena  and  global  energy
patterns which brought to light the intricate
dance  between quantitative  experts  in  the
United  States  and  the  demand  for
petroleum in  remote corners of  the  world.
Meanwhile,  "Statistical  Analysis  and
Petroleum:  An  Unlikely  Affair"  (2020)  by
Brown delves into the enigmatic connection,
shedding light on the statistical wizardry that
seems  to  transcend  geographical
boundaries.

Moving  beyond  the  realms  of  traditional
research, let's take a peek at "Statisticians
and  Petroleum:  A Love  Story"  (2017)  by
Lemony  Snicket,  a  fictional  account  that
weaves a tale of intrigue, data analysis, and
unexpected  romance.  Furthermore,  "The
Statistical  Mysteries  of  Guinea"  (2019)  by
Agatha  Christie  introduces  a  fictional
detective  who  unravels  statistical  enigmas
in  the  heart  of  West  Africa,  offering  an
offbeat  perspective  on  the  peculiar
relationship we are exploring.

In our exhaustive quest for understanding,
we  didn't  stop  at  traditional  literature.  We
delved  deep  into  unconventional  sources,
from memoirs of  Oklahoma statisticians to
the back of grocery receipts and even the
cryptic  predictions  of  fortune  cookies.  The
resulting amalgamation of  insights has led
us to a striking conclusion that will  stretch
the  boundaries  of  your  statistical
imagination.  Join  us  as  we  unravel  the
statistical  rollercoaster  that  is  as
unpredictable as a coin toss on a windy day!

3. Our approach & methods

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



In  order  to  unearth  the  mysterious
connection  between  the  number  of
statisticians  in  Oklahoma  and  petroleum
consumption in Guinea, our research team
ventured into the wild  and woolly world of
data collection and analysis.  Our first  step
involved navigating the labyrinthine depths
of  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  the
Energy  Information  Administration  to
procure  the necessary  data  for  our  study.
With  fingers  poised  over  keyboards  and
eyes squinting at spreadsheets, we bravely
forged ahead into the digital archives, ready
to  wrangle  numbers  and  extract  the  truth
from the digital ether.

To measure  the  number  of  statisticians  in
Oklahoma, we scoured the Bureau of Labor
Statistics for employment figures within the
statistical  domain.  We specifically  targeted
the occupational  category  of  "statisticians"
and  compiled  data  from  2003  to  2021,
capturing  the  ebb  and  flow  of  statistical
prowess in the Sooner State throughout the
years. This involved sifting through an array
of  employment reports,  labor surveys, and
statistical publications, akin to embarking on
a  grand  treasure  hunt  for  the  elusive
guardians of numbers and probabilities.

In parallel,  to gauge petrol consumption in
Guinea,  we  delved  into  the  troves  of  the
Energy Information Administration's data on
international  petroleum  usage.  Our  team
waded  through  oceans  of  data  points,
refining  our  search  to  isolate  the  specific
figures  pertaining  to  Guinea's  petroleum
consumption from 2003 to 2021.  It  was a
daring  journey  through  the  digital
wilderness, analogous to navigating a maze
of  tangled  oil  pipelines  and  statistical
haystacks  in  search  of  the  proverbial
statistical needle.

Having  tamed  the  wild  data,  we  then
proceeded  to  employ  rigorous  statistical
analysis to discern any potential correlation
between  the  number  of  statisticians  in
Oklahoma  and  petroleum  consumption  in
Guinea. Through the application of intricate

statistical  models  and  methodologies,  we
sought  to  unveil  the  hidden  threads  that
bound  these  seemingly  incongruent
variables.  Our  data  analysis  process
resembled  a  cerebral  juggling  act,  as  we
balanced mathematical formulas, regression
analyses,  and  correlation  coefficients  with
the grace of acrobats traversing a statistical
tightrope.

Ultimately,  our  efforts  culminated  in  the
discovery  of  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8214892  and  a  p-value  less  than  0.01,
signaling  a  statistically  significant
relationship  between  the  number  of
statisticians  in  Oklahoma  and  petroleum
consumption  in  Guinea.  This  revelation
served as the cornerstone of  our findings,
proving  that  even  the  most  unexpected
pairings  can  harbor  depths  of  statistical
intrigue waiting to be unearthed.

In  summary,  our  methodology  entailed  a
daring  expedition  through  the  digital
archives  of  the Bureau of  Labor  Statistics
and the Energy Information Administration,
where  we  meticulously  gathered  and
analyzed  data  to  unravel  the  captivating
enigma  of  statisticians  in  Oklahoma  and
petrol consumption in Guinea. Our journey
traversed  the  realms  of  numbers,
probabilities,  and  statistical  musings,
ultimately leading us to unravel a correlation
that adds a dash of statistical whimsy to the
steadfast world of research.

4. Results

Upon analyzing the data collected from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Energy
Information  Administration,  we  unveil  a
correlation coefficient of 0.8214892 between
the number of statisticians in Oklahoma and
petroleum consumption in Guinea over the
period from 2003 to 2021. This correlation
carries  an  r-squared  value  of  0.6748445,
signifying  a  high  degree  of  variability  in
petroleum consumption being explained by
the  number  of  statisticians  in  Oklahoma.
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With  a  p-value of  less  than  0.01,  we  can
confidently  say  that  this  correlation  is  not
the  result  of  mere  chance,  but  rather  a
statistically  significant  connection  between
these seemingly unrelated variables.

In  Fig.  1,  our  scatterplot  vividly  illustrates
the  strong  positive  correlation  between
these  two  variables.  As  the  number  of
statisticians  in  Oklahoma  increases,  so
does the petroleum consumption in Guinea,
painting  a  compelling  picture  of  statistical
symbiosis that would make even the most
seasoned  researcher  raise  an  eyebrow in
amazement.

This  unexpected  relationship  between  the
number  of  statisticians  in  a  U.S.  state
known  for  its  plains  and  cattle,  and  the
petroleum  consumption  in  a  West  African
country  famous  for  its  natural  resources,
challenges conventional wisdom and forces
us  to  reconsider  the  intricate  dance  of
statistical forces at play in our world.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  magnitude  of  this  correlation  raises
eyebrows,  prompts  chuckles,  and  elicits
awe  in  equal  measure,  highlighting  the
quirky  and  enigmatic  aspects  that  often
underpin statistical analyses. It serves as a
gentle reminder that behind the monotonous
facade of numbers and figures, there exists
a  whimsical  world  of  statistical  wonders
waiting to be uncovered.

These  results  not  only  expand  our
understanding of statistical relationships but
also  leave  us  pondering  the  delightful
absurdities of the data universe, where the
unlikeliest  of  pairs  sometimes produce the
most  intriguing  correlations.  This  study
upholds  the tradition  of  pushing academic
boundaries  and  exploring  the  delightful
delirium  that  often  accompanies  rigorous
statistical analysis.

5. Discussion

The results of our investigation have left us
both  perplexed  and  exhilarated,  as  we
untangle the knotty relationship between the
number  of  statisticians  in  Oklahoma  and
petroleum  consumption  in  Guinea.
Seemingly  disparate,  these variables have
revealed  a  surprising  dance  of  statistical
forces  that  challenge  traditional  academic
paradigms and beckon us  into  a  world  of
whimsical wonder.

Our findings not only corroborate the work
of Smith et al. (2015) and Doe and Jones
(2018),  who  laid  the  groundwork  for  our
study, but they also extend the boundaries
of  statistical  understanding.  We  had
previously  dabbled  in  literature
unconventional  to  most  academic
researchers,  such  as  Lemony  Snicket's
"Statisticians and Petroleum: A Love Story"
and  Agatha  Christie's  "The  Statistical
Mysteries of Guinea", to glean insights that
might have otherwise eluded us. And let us
not forget the humble fortune cookie, which
also  provided  its  enigmatic  predictions  to
spice up our quest for understanding.

The  connection  we  have  unraveled  is  as
sturdy  as  the  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8214892  that  binds  the  number  of
statisticians  in  Oklahoma  and  petroleum
consumption  in  Guinea.  This  bond,
cemented  with  a  p-value  less  than  0.01,
defies mere chance and invites us to reflect
on  the  unexpected  twists  that  statistical
analyses can unveil.
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As  we  gaze  upon  Fig.  1,  the  scatterplot
whispers to us a tale of statistical symbiosis
—how the rise of statisticians in Oklahoma
seems  to  echo  across  continents,  stirring
the petroleum consumption in Guinea into a
lively  waltz.  This  spectacle  prompts  us  to
acknowledge  that  statistical  relationships,
much  like  an  elusive  cat  in  water  or  a
penguin  in  the  desert,  can  confound  our
expectations and leave us marveling at the
whimsy of the data universe.

Our  study  illustrates  the  playful  side  of
statistical  analysis,  reminding  us  that
beneath  the  surface  of  abstruse  data  lie
marvels  waiting  to  be  deciphered.  The
dance  between  statisticians  in  Oklahoma
and petroleum consumption in  Guinea not
only  expands  our  knowledge  of  statistical
relationships, but it also invites us to partake
in  the  delightful  absurdities  of  the  data
cosmos  where,  as  demonstrated  in  our
research, the most unlikely pairs sometimes
produce the most intriguing correlations.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has illuminated
the  perplexing  correlation  between  the
number  of  statisticians  in  Oklahoma  and
petroleum  consumption  in  Guinea.  The
robust  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8214892
and the p-value of less than 0.01 leave little
room  for  doubt,  much  like  finding  a
statistical needle in a haystack.

This  unexpected  relationship  has  raised
more  eyebrows  than  a  surprise  birthday
party,  prompting both laughter and wonder
at  the  statistical  dance  between  these
seemingly unrelated variables. It's a bit like
discovering  that  eating  chocolate  makes
you better at algebra – utterly surprising yet
undeniably fascinating.

Our findings challenge traditional notions of
cause  and  effect,  serving  as  a  friendly
reminder  that  the  statistical  landscape  is
sprinkled with  whimsy and unpredictability.

It's  as  if  the  data  itself  is  playing  an
elaborate game of "connect the dots," with
statisticians  in  Oklahoma  and  petroleum
consumption in Guinea making for a most
peculiar pair.

It  is clear that no one saw this correlation
coming, much like a plot twist in a mystery
novel.  Whether  it's  sheer  coincidence  or
some  mysterious  statistical  force  at  play,
delving  into  these  quirky  connections
reminds us that the world of data analysis is
as enchanting as it is perplexing.

Therefore,  we  assert  that  no  further
research  is  needed  in  this  area.  The
statistical gods have had their fun, and it's
time  to  bid  adieu  to  this  captivating
correlation. We leave it to the curious minds
of  future  researchers  to  unearth  the  next
statistical oddity – perhaps the relationship
between the  price  of  avocados  in  Mexico
and  the  number  of  trombone  players  in
Antarctica.
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