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ABSTRACT

Brokers and Black Holes: Bizarre Bifurcations in West Virginia

This paper investigates the bewildering correlation between the number of real estate
brokers in West Virginia and Google searches for 'black hole photo'. By channeling our
inner Einstein, we delved into the intersection of real estate and astrophysics,
uncovering some truly stellar findings. Leveraging data from the Bureau of Labor
Statistics and Google Trends, our analysis unveiled a correlation coefficient of
0.7652463 with p < 0.01, spanning the years 2009 to 2020. Our results defy gravity,
suggesting a peculiar cosmic dance between the housing market and the mysteries of
the universe. Join us as we embark on a cosmic journey through the quirky realms of
econophysics and astro-real-estate!

Keywords:

real estate brokers, West Virginia, Google searches, black hole photo, correlation coefficient,
Bureau of Labor Statistics, Google Trends, housing market, astrophysics, econophysics, astro-
real-estate

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



I. Introduction

As we peer into the cosmic abyss of economic and astronomical oddities, we are often met with a
delightful array of unexpected phenomena. In this whimsical study, we set out to explore the
perplexing relationship between the number of real estate brokers in the ever-charming state of
West Virginia and the public's quest for the elusive 'black hole photo'. While this peculiar pairing
may seem as peculiar as cosmic strings intersecting with the real estate market, it tantalizingly

beckons us to unravel its enigmatic nature.

Like intrepid explorers of a cosmic bazaar, we delved into the mystifying meld of these two
disparate realms. Drawing inspiration from the whimsical waltz of celestial bodies, we sought to
uncover whether the whims of the housing market are somehow influenced by the yearning of

the populace to gaze upon the unfathomable wonders of the cosmos.

We embarked on this celestial caper armed with data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics,
gathering information on the ebb and flow of real estate brokers in the Mountain State. Then, we
gazed into the infinite knowledge repository of Google Trends to capture the mesmerizing
rhythms of public interest in the enigmatic 'black hole photo'. Our pursuit of this enthralling
correlation led us to unveil a correlation coefficient of 0.7652463, with a p-value less than 0.01,

spanning the years 2009 to 2020.

Like astronomers who stumble upon a new stellar phenomenon, we were left astounded by the
unexpected alignment of these seemingly unrelated entities. Our findings beckon us to question
whether these celestial yearnings have a gravitational pull on the machinations of the market, or

if economic currents ripple out into the cosmos in unforeseen ways.
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As we embark on this cosmic journey through the quirky realms of econophysics and astro-real-
estate, we invite you to join us in exploring this celestial dance between the earthly abodes of
West Virginia and the enigmatic allure of black holes. Together, let us embrace the whimsical
wonder of this unlikely correlation and unveil the cosmic conundrums that lie behind the facade

of the quotidian.

II. Literature Review

The perplexing nexus between the number of real estate brokers in West Virginia and public
interest in 'black hole photo' searches on Google has sparked both scholarly intrigue and
bewildered curiosity. While the convoluted nature of this correlation might seem as confounding
as navigating a black hole's event horizon, scholarly inquiries into seemingly unrelated

phenomena have yielded many surprising insights.

In "Brokers and Black Holes: Cosmic Correlations in Economic Markets," Smith et al. theorized
a potential cosmic influence on the real estate market, suggesting that the cosmic background
radiation of black holes might have a gravitational pull on consumer behavior towards property
investment. Their findings opened up new avenues of exploration, intriguing both astrophysicists

and real estate enthusiasts alike.

Doe's study, "Astro-Economics: Interstellar Forces Impacting Local Market Dynamics," further
delved into the inexplicable connection between celestial wonders and terrestrial transactions. By
introducing a theoretical framework that incorporates quantum economic principles and

relativistic pricing models, Doe postulated that the financial cosmos might be influenced by the
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cosmic cosmos. This groundbreaking work has left many economists pondering the cosmic
ripples that may affect stock markets, property valuations, and perhaps even intergalactic trade

agreements.

Jones et al., in "Galactic Real Estate: Charting the Constellations of Housing Trends,"
investigated the potential impact of celestial events on local housing markets. Their exploration
of property price fluctuations during astronomical phenomena such as supermoons and meteor
showers has shed light on the enigmatic relationship between cosmic occurrences and earthly

real estate dynamics.

Venturing beyond the realm of academic discourse, real-world accounts from popular non-fiction
works such as "Cosmos" by Carl Sagan and "A Brief History of Time" by Stephen Hawking have
piqued the public's interest in the mysteries of the universe, potentially influencing their
engagement with cosmic-themed internet searches. On the other hand, fictional works like "The
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" by Douglas Adams and "Contact" by Carl Sagan may have
subtly shaped individuals' perceptions of cosmic phenomena, subtly nudging them towards

contemplating the enigmatic allure of black holes through digital inquiries.

A\l

Additionally, television shows such as "Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey" and "Property Brothers'
present captivating narratives that intersect the realms of astrophysics and real estate, potentially
influencing viewers' mental associations between celestial wonders and earthly property
transactions. While one might not expect Jonathan and Drew Scott to unearth the secrets of the
cosmos during a home renovation, their captivating storytelling could inadvertently inspire

viewers to embark on cosmic journeys of their own through online searches.
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As we delve deeper into this cosmic conundrum, it becomes clear that the interplay between the
Earth's housing market and the infinite mysteries of the universe is not as straightforward as it
might seem. The sources reviewed here lay an intriguing groundwork for our investigation and

set the stage for our own foray into this ethereal tango between the terrestrial and the celestial.

ITI. Methodology

To unravel the cosmic conundrum of the entangled real estate brokers and 'black hole photo'
searches, we embarked on a methodological expedition that would make even the most intrepid
astronomers blush. Our data quest began by plundering the treasure trove of the Bureau of Labor
Statistics, where we unearthed the records of real estate brokers in the captivating state of West
Virginia from 2009 to 2020. Like cosmic prospectors, we meticulously gathered these nuggets of

information to capture the ever-shifting landscape of the real estate market.

With our astronomical ambitions set ablaze, we then turned our gaze towards the boundless
cosmos of Google Trends. There, amidst the digital constellations, we sought the twinkling
patterns of public interest in the enigmatic 'black hole photo'. Like eager astronomers scanning
the night sky, we meticulously amassed search volume data, tracing the mesmerizing trajectories

of curiosity spanning the same temporal realm from 2009 to 2020.

Having corralled these diverse datasets like cosmic cowboys rounding up rogue asteroids, we set
our sights on the elusive correlation analysis. Channeling our inner astrophysicists, we

summoned the powerful laws of statistical inference to illuminate the murky depths of this

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



cosmic cohesion. Employing advanced econometric techniques, we sought to quantify the eerie

dance between the real estate realm and the cosmic yearnings lurking within the public psyche.

Our methodological odyssey culminated in the revelation of a correlation coefficient of
0.7652463, adorned with a sparkling p-value less than 0.01. This statistical constellation

emboldened our findings, thrusting us into the dizzying realm of cosmic statistical significance.

As we emerge from this methodological cosmic ascent, we are left contemplating whether the
gravitational pull of the housing market mingles with the cosmic yearnings for 'black hole photo'
searches. Together, let us venture forth into the cosmic hinterlands of econophysics and astro-
real-estate, armed with our methodological compass and statistical star charts, to uncover the

whimsical interplay between these unlikely bedfellows.

IV. Results

The cosmic tango between the number of real estate brokers in West Virginia and the quest for
'black hole photo' appears to have unveiled a waltz of statistical significance. Our analysis
revealed a correlation coefficient of 0.7652463, indicating a moderately strong positive
relationship between these two seemingly unrelated variables. With an r-squared value of
0.5856018, we can confidently assert that 58.56% of the variability in Google searches for 'black

hole photo' can be explained by the number of real estate brokers in West Virginia.

In our analysis, the p-value was found to be less than 0.01, suggesting that the likelihood of

observing such a relationship due to random chance is less than 1%. This result provides
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compelling evidence that the correlation we observed is not the result of cosmic chaos, but rather

a genuine association deserving of further investigation.

To visually encapsulate this unexpected cosmic connection, we present the scatterplot in Figure
1. This figure showcases the striking alignment of these two variables, akin to two galaxies

gravitationally bound in the vast expanse of the cosmos.

Years 2009-2020, r=0.765, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The findings of this study may leave one pondering the cosmic mysteries of the housing market
and the enigmatic allure of black holes. While some may be inclined to dismiss this correlation
as a mere quirk of fate, we encourage fellow explorers of the universe to consider the possibility
that there may be hidden forces at play, influencing both the earthly and cosmic realms in ways

yet to be fully understood.

V. Discussion
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Our findings have unearthed a celestial phenomenon that not even the most seasoned cosmic
dancers could have anticipated. The positively correlated relationship between the number of real
estate brokers in West Virginia and Google searches for 'black hole photo' has left us reeling in

cosmic bewilderment.

As we hearken back to the scholarly inquiries that seeded our cosmic curiosities, it becomes
increasingly apparent that our results indeed validate the prior research. Smith et al.'s theory of
cosmic background radiation from black holes exerting a gravitational influence on consumer
behavior in the real estate market echoes through our findings. This peculiar cosmic pull seems
to have seeped into the housing market of West Virginia, creating a 58.56% cosmic variability in

'black hole photo' searches that can be explained by the number of real estate brokers.

Further aligning with the prophetic postulations of Doe in their study on quantum economic
principles, our results provide empirical support for the notion that the financial cosmos may, in
fact, be influenced by the cosmic cosmos. The gravitational pull of black holes seems to extend

beyond the event horizon, tugging at the very fabric of the real estate market in unexpected ways.

The cosmic connection between celestial events and housing market dynamics, as envisaged by
Jones et al., finds eerie resonance in our findings. Just as supermoons and meteor showers were
shown to influence property price fluctuations, our research underscores the enigmatic

relationship between cosmic occurrences and real estate activities in West Virginia.

Delving even further into the cosmic conundrum, we observe that popular non-fiction works by
Carl Sagan and Stephen Hawking, along with fictional narratives from Douglas Adams and

television shows like "Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey" and "Property Brothers," have indeed left
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a cosmic imprint on individuals. Their cosmic chronicles seem to have spurred internet travelers

on cosmic journeys, as evidenced by the robust correlation we've uncovered.

All in all, our findings lend credence to the cosmically charged influence permeating the housing
market of West Virginia. Whether driven by a gravitational pull from the cosmos or a mere
curiosity about the enigmatic allure of black holes, it's clear that there are forces at play that
transcend conventional economic paradigms. Our inquiry into this peculiar cosmic tango leaves
us with more questions than answers, urging researchers to delve deeper into the cosmic tapestry

woven into the fabric of earthly transactions.

VI1. Conclusion

In unraveling the cosmic conundrum between the number of real estate brokers in West Virginia
and the quest for 'black hole photo', we find ourselves in a delightful dance of statistical
significance. Our results whimsically indicate a peculiar correlation, as if the fervent searches for
cosmic marvels are interwoven with the earthly pursuits of homeownership in the Mountain

State.

This offbeat association, with its correlation coefficient of 0.7652463 and a p-value less than
0.01, showcases a cosmic waltz between these seemingly unrelated variables. It's as if the
gravitational pull of the housing market is inextricably intertwined with the cosmic yearnings for

the mysteries of the universe.

Our findings leave us pondering the enigmatic forces at play, prompting us to consider whether

economic and astronomical realms are entangled in an intricate celestial tango. The scatterplot in
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Figure 1 beautifully captures this unexpected bond, reminiscent of celestial bodies gravitationally

bound in the vast expanse of space, just like stars in a real estate agent’s eyes.

The unearthing of this remarkable correlation has left us in a state of cosmic contemplation,
pondering the unfathomable connections that transcend the boundaries of earthly abodes and the
cosmic infinitude. Our cosmic journey through the quirky realms of econophysics and astro-real-

estate has unveiled a delightful quirk of fate, leaving no black hole unturned.

In light of these dazzling findings, we assert that no further research is needed in this area. The
cosmic symphony of real estate and astrophysics has been elegantly highlighted, and it's a
spectacle worthy of a cosmic encore. As we bid adieu to this curious cosmic escapade,

remember, in the singular words of this cosmic caper, "May the correlation be with you!"
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