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Abstract

This paper investigates the curious relationship between the number of zoologists in New Mexico and 
Google searches for 'lost my wallet.' Despite the perplexing nature of this connection, our research team 
conducted a rigorous analysis using data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Google Trends. Our 
findings unveil a correlation coefficient of 0.6716816 and a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01
for the period from 2007 to 2022. To our surprise, the results suggest a positive association between the 
two seemingly disparate variables. The implications of these intriguing findings extend beyond the realms 
of zoology and digital searches, challenging conventional wisdom and prompting further investigation into 
the whimsical intricacies of human behavior.
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1. Introduction

Welcome  to  the  wild  and  wacky  world  of
zoological economics, where the seemingly
incongruous meet and mingle in a whirlwind
of statistical shenanigans. In this paper, we
embark  on  a  delightful  romp  through  the
untamed wilderness of correlations, delving
into the perplexing connection between the
number of zoologists in the enchanting land
of  New  Mexico  and  the  curious  Google
queries for "lost my wallet."

As we stride boldly into this tangled thicket
of data, one cannot help but marvel at the
whimsical  capriciousness  of  human
behavior.  What  arcane  forces  drive
individuals to seek refuge in the comforting
arms  of  Google,  lamenting  the  wayward
wanderings of their wallets? And what, pray
tell,  does  the  noble  profession  of  zoology
have to do with these comical escapades of
misplaced billfolds?

Ah,  the  enigmatic  dance  of  statistics,
weaving  its  esoteric  tapestry  through  the
annals  of  research.  With  a  twirl  and  a
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flourish,  we  shall  unfurl  the  moments  of
mirth  and  merriment  hidden  within  the
seemingly sober fabrics of scientific inquiry.
Just  as  a  zoologist  studies  the behavioral
patterns of creatures great and small, so too
do  we  embark  on  a  merry  expedition  to
illuminate  the  quirks  and  quandaries  of
human conduct.

Riding the crest of the correlation wave, we
wave  our  banner  high,  armed  with  the
rigorous  weaponry  of  data  from  the
esteemed  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and
the ever-sagacious Google  Trends.  Armed
with these potent tools, we brace ourselves
for  a rollicking adventure into the heart  of
statistical  conjecture  and  wild
extrapolations.

The stage is set, the audience awaits with
bated  breath,  and  the  spotlight  shines  on
the  improbable  duo  of  zoologists  and
missing wallets. Without further ado, let us
plunge headlong into the glimmering sea of
findings,  where  the  irreverent  and  the
insightful converge in a dazzling display of
scientific whimsy.

2. Literature Review

The advent  of  the digital  age has brought
forth a plethora of scholarly inquiries into the
most  bizarre  and  unexpected  correlations.
While  the  field  has  seen  its  fair  share  of
rigorous  investigations,  one  particularly
peculiar  relationship  has  defied
conventional  explanation:  the  connection
between the number  of  zoologists  in  New
Mexico  and  Google  searches for  "lost  my
wallet."

In  "Zoology  Census:  An  Analysis  of
Zoologist  Populations  Across  the  United
States,"  Smith  et  al.  conduct  a
comprehensive  survey  of  zoologist
demographics,  presenting  a  detailed
breakdown  of  zoologist  populations  in
various states. Notably, the authors provide
a  meticulous  analysis  of  the  unique

ecological  niches  where  zoologists  thrive,
shedding  light  on  the  potential  impact  of
local fauna on the profession's distribution.
Despite the thorough examination, the study
regrettably  neglects  to  explore  the
whimsical  link  to  digital  queries  for
misplaced wallets.

Meanwhile, Doe and Jones, in their seminal
work  "Economics  of  Online  Search
Behavior,"  expound  upon  the  behavioral
dynamics  of  Google  searches,  delineating
the  intricate  nuances  of  query  trends  and
user motivations. While their analysis delves
into a myriad of search patterns, the authors
overlook  the  zany  predilection  for  wallet-
related  inquiries  among  the  denizens  of
New Mexico. Alas, the alluring siren call of
lost wallets seems to have slipped through
the cracks of scholarly scrutiny.

Turning  to  non-fiction  literature,  the
esteemed  "The  Joy  of  Zoology"  by  Dr.
Amanda  Wildlife  and  "The  Wallet
Chronicles:  A  Cultural  History  of  Pocket-
sized  Peculiarities"  by  Prof.  Benjamin
Pockets  offer  profound  insights  into  the
world of zoology and the enigmatic saga of
wallets,  respectively.  These  scholarly
tomes,  though steeped in erudition,  fail  to
illuminate  the  mirthful  bond  between  our
zoological  friends  and  their  wallet-
misplacing compatriots.

Venturing  further  into  the  realm of  fiction,
titles such as "The Zoologist's Dilemma" by
Jane Wildebeast and "The Curious Case of
the  Vanishing  Wallet"  by  Arthur  Conan
Doyen beckon readers with the tantalizing
promise  of  intrigue  and  wonder.  However,
much  to  our  chagrin,  these  captivating
narratives offer no solace in unraveling the
intricate web of zoological predilections and
pocket-sized sorrows.

In  a  valiant  pursuit  of  knowledge,  this
research  team  ventured  fearlessly  into
uncharted  territory,  scouring  an  eclectic
array of sources for hidden gems of insight.
This  valiant  quest  led  us  to  discover  a
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groundbreaking  study  that  unearthed  the
startling revelation that CVS receipts, when
meticulously analyzed, hold the key to the
most  arcane  secrets  of  human  behavior.
Alas,  armed with a mountain of  crumpled,
ink-stained  receipts,  our  intrepid  explorers
emerged from this  curious  endeavor  none
the wiser but with a newfound appreciation
for the absurd.

In the grand tapestry of scholarly pursuits,
one  cannot  help  but  marvel  at  the
serendipitous whimsy that unfurls before the
diligent  researcher.  As  we  traverse  the
labyrinthine  corridors  of  literature,  we
venture not only to inform but to entertain,
unveiling  the  unexpected  ribbons  of  mirth
that  intertwine  with  the  sober  threads  of
academia.  With a wink and a flourish,  we
beckon our readers to join us in the joyous
revelry  of  discovery,  where  the  profound
and the preposterous dance hand in hand in
the hallowed halls of knowledge.

3. Our approach & methods

To  untangle  the  delightful  enigma  of
zoological  economics  and  the  quest  for
misplaced  wallets,  our  intrepid  research
team  embarked  on  a  whimsical  scientific
odyssey,  journeying through the uncharted
territories of research methodology.

Data Collection:

In our quest for knowledge, we scoured the
vast expanse of the digital realm, venturing
forth  to  gather  data  from  the  esteemed
Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and  the  ever-
curious Google Trends.  We channeled our
inner  zoologists,  carefully  tracking  the
population of  these noble biologists in  the
charming  land  of  New  Mexico  and  the
curious  swirl  of  Google  searches  for  the
poignant phrase "lost my wallet." The data
spanned a prodigious timeline from 2007 to
2022, allowing us to cast our net wide and
glean insights from the ebbs and flows of
time.

Statistical Analysis:

Armed  with  our  trusty  instruments  of
statistical  conjuration,  we  summoned  the
powers  of  correlation  coefficients  and  p-
values  to  unravel  the  tantalizing  mystery
before  us.  With  a  flick  of  the  proverbial
wand,  we  calculated  the  correlation
coefficient, revealing the delightful figure of
0.6716816. This number danced before our
eyes,  beckoning  us  into  the  labyrinth  of
statistical significance, where the elusive p-
value shimmered like a rare gem, gleaming
with a value of less than 0.01.

Model Building:

In our fervent pursuit of understanding, we
undertook the arduous task of constructing
a model to encapsulate the whimsical dance
between zoologists and misplaced wallets.
Through the artful weaving of variables and
covariates,  we  crafted  a  tapestry  of
mathematical  elegance,  capturing  the
essence of this intriguing association within
the hallowed halls of our model.

Robustness Checks:

With the thoroughness befitting a zoologist
inspecting  the  intricacies  of  a  rare
specimen,  we  conducted  rigorous
robustness  checks  to  ensure  the
steadfastness  of  our  findings.  Sensitivity
analyses and bootstrapping exercises stood
as sentinels against  the whims of chance,
fortifying  the  veracity  of  our  results  and
shielding them from the capricious winds of
statistical uncertainty.

Limitations and Caveats:

As  with  any  intrepid  expedition,  we
encountered  the  formidable  boulders  of
limitations  and  caveats  along  our  journey.
The  nature  of  observational  data  and  the
uncharted complexities of  human behavior
presented  challenges  that  merited  due
consideration. Nonetheless, we approached
these  hurdles  with  the  gallant  spirit  of
scientific  inquiry,  acknowledging  the
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nuances  and  intricacies  inherent  in  our
quest for understanding.

The  methodology,  a  wondrous  tapestry
woven  with  data,  statistics,  and  whimsy,
paved  the  way  for  the  revelatory  findings
that  await  in  the  hallowed  halls  of  our
research.  Join  us  as  we  embark  on  a
rollicking  adventure  through  the  maze  of
correlational  capers,  where the bewitching
threads  of  zoology  and  lost  wallets
intertwine  in  a  dance  of  statistical
merriment.

4. Results

Intriguingly,  our  analysis  revealed a  rather
unexpected finding - there exists a notable
and  positively  robust  correlation  between
the number of zoologists in the picturesque
state of New Mexico and the frequency of
Google  searches  for  'lost  my  wallet.'  Our
statistical  endeavors  uncovered  a
correlation  coefficient  of  0.6716816,
accompanied by an r-squared of 0.4511561,
and a p-value of less than 0.01. 

Fig. 1 showcases the captivating scatterplot
that  encapsulates  the  magnetic  interplay
between  these  curious  variables.  If
correlation could be visually  captured in  a
snapshot,  this  scatterplot  would  be  it  -
displaying a delightful dance of data points
that pirouette and sashay across the graph
with  remarkable  synchrony.  Indeed,  one
could almost envision the zoologists twirling
through  the  desert  landscape,  their
enigmatic  pursuits  weaving  a  tapestry  of
intrigue  that  seems  to  beckon  the  lost
wallets into the digital abyss.

Our findings suggest that as the population
of  zoologists  in  New Mexico  expands,  an
uptick  in  'lost  my wallet'  Google  searches
ensues.  Whether this  signifies an altruistic
impulse  among  zoologists  to  assist  those
bewailing  their  waylaid  wallets,  or  a
manifestation  of  the chaos theory wherein
zoologists inadvertently spark a ripple effect

of  lost  wallets  across  the  cyber  domain,
remains a tantalizing enigma.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This curiosity-inducing correlation defies the
conventional  boundaries  of  statistical
contemplation, prompting us to peer beyond
the confines of traditional wisdom and into
the whimsical intricacies of human behavior.
These  findings  give  rise  to  a
phantasmagorical  tapestry  of  queries  and
contemplations,  as  we  ponder  the
mysterious  dance  of  zoologists  and  the
perplexing plight of misplaced wallets. With
a  perplexed  chuckle  and  a  nod  to  the
serendipitous nature of human interactions,
we  delve  deeper  into  the  captivating
conundrum  at  the  intersection  of  zoology
and wallet woes.

5. Discussion

In the grand tradition of scholarly pursuits,
we find ourselves musing upon the peculiar
oddities  that  unfurl  within  the  curious
tapestry of New Mexico. Our intrepid foray
into  the whimsical  realm of  academia has
unearthed  a  most  unexpected  correlation:
the  enigmatic  connection  between  the
number  of  zoologists  in  this  picturesque
state and the digital echoes of plaintive cries
for lost wallets.

Our  findings  not  only  shed  light  on  the
seemingly  unrelated  pursuits  of  zoologists
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and the distress of misplaced pocket-sized
pecuniary repositories but also serve as a
whimsical  testament  to  the  capricious
nature of  human behavior.  Like the finicky
dance of electrons in the world of quantum
physics,  the  antics  of  zoologists  and  the
perplexing  misadventures  of  wallets  seem
to  waltz  in  an  inexplicable  harmony,
captivating  our  academic  senses  in
bewilderment.

Paying homage to the works of Smith et al.
and  the  aforesaid  scholars  who  dared  to
venture  into  the  enthralling  enigma  of
wallets and zoological predilections, we find
our  results  echoing  the  whispers  of  prior
inquiries.  Our  statistical  analysis  not  only
corroborates  but  elevates  the  overlooked
whimsy of the zoologists' influence on digital
queries for lost wallets. Indeed, as if taken
straight from the pages of a noir detective
novel,  our  findings  suggest  that  the
proliferating  cohort  of  zoologists  in  New
Mexico exerts a curiously compelling pull on
the  forlorn  wallets  that  wander  the  digital
realm.

With  the  statistically  significant  correlation
coefficient  and  p-value  bolstering  our
argument, we stand in awe of the slapstick
comedy  that  unfolds  in  the  unlikeliest  of
settings  -  the  treacherous  desert
landscapes  and  the juxtaposed  domain  of
informational cyber-ether. The rambunctious
shimmy  of  data  points  in  our  scatterplot
serves as a visual marvel, an absurd ballet
of zoological pursuits and wallet woes that
seems  to  defy  the  rational  contours  of
statistical contemplation.

As we venture further into the labyrinth of
curiosity,  we  find  ourselves  grappling  with
the tantalizing uncertainties that our findings
portend.  Do  the  zoologists,  in  their  noble
quest  for  understanding the  natural  world,
inadvertently conjure the echo of lost wallets
in the digital domain? Or perhaps, in a twist
that rivals the finest fiction, the lost wallets
find  themselves  drawn  to  the  scent  of
zoological intrigue, embarking on their own

nomadic cyber escapades amidst the desert
flora and fauna.

In this delightful intellectual romp, we stand
at the cusp of a phantasmagorical domain
where  zoology  and  wallet  weepings
intertwine with a mirthful whimsy, beckoning
researchers and readers alike to ponder the
curious  dance  of  human  follies  and
zoological  predilections.  Ours,  dear
colleagues,  is  an  inquiry  that  not  only
betokens the rigorous pursuit of knowledge
but  also  the  jubilant  revelry  of  discovery,
where  the  merry  and  the  momentous
intertwine in the hallowed halls of academia.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  foray  into  the  ludicrous
labyrinth of zoological wallet conundrum has
left us in a state of delightful befuddlement.
Our findings suggest that the population of
zoologists in New Mexico has a peculiarly
enchanting effect on the frantic musings of
those who have misplaced their wallets. It's
as if the very essence of zoological pursuits,
with their study of fauna and flora, has set
off  a  cascade  of  comedic  calamity  in  the
digital  realm of  missing valuables.  Ah,  the
whims of statistical fate!

As  we  bid  adieu  to  this  mirthful  romp
through  the  land  of  correlations,  we  must
acknowledge  the  need  for  caution  in
interpreting these offbeat findings. While our
robust correlation coefficient and statistically
significant p-value tantalize the imagination,
one  must  approach  these  curious
connections with a healthy dose of scientific
skepticism.  After  all,  correlation  does  not
imply causation,  and there may be lurking
variables at play that elude our jocund gaze.

However, we cannot help but be tickled by
the comedic implications of our discoveries.
The  image  of  bespectacled  zoologists
meandering  through  the  New  Mexican
landscape, unwittingly triggering a surge of
digital queries for lost wallets, inspires in us

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



a giggle of scientific  delight.  It  is  as if  the
grand  tapestry  of  statistics  has  woven  a
splendid joke at our expense, reminding us
of  the caprices of  research and the merry
dance of variables in the scientific world.

In the spirit of scientific inquiry and scholarly
tomfoolery,  we  posit  that  further
investigation into the confounding interplay
of  zoologists  and  missing  wallets  serves
little purpose. For we have, quite unwittingly,
stumbled  upon  the  quixotic  intersection  of
two seemingly incongruous realms,  and in
doing so, unearthed a wealth of amusement
and bemusement.

Therefore, we assert, with a chortle and a
wink  to  the  whimsy  of  research,  that  the
curtains must  fall  on this  zoological  wallet
extravaganza.  Let  these  findings  regale
future researchers with the convivial spirit of
scientific  exploration,  leaving  them  with  a
jocular  reminder  that  in  the  realm  of
statistical inquiry, truth may be stranger than
fiction,  and  correlations  may  be  more
comical than we could ever imagine.
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