
*The Society for Eccentric Ecological Studies Review
2024 Vol. 11, No. 9, 512-531

Copyleft The Society for Eccentric Ecological Studies, no 
rights reserved.  Contents may be shared with whoever you 
feel like.  They can be copied, emailed, posted to a list-serv, 
printed out and tacked on a colleague's office door. 
Whatever you want. 

SHIPWRECKS AND SHORELINES: AN
UNEXPECTED CORRELATION WITH THE NUMBER
OF UNIVERSITY BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE TEACHERS

IN ARKANSAS

Catherine Hall, Alexander Torres, Gloria P Todd

Global Leadership University

While navigating through the murky waters of academic research, our team stumbled upon a 
discovery that sank our expectations but buoyed our spirits - a surprising connection between the 
number of university biological science teachers in the landlocked state of Arkansas and global 
shipwrecks. Venture with us as we unravel this maritime mystery using the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics data and Wikipedia's treasure trove of information. Contrary to popular belief, it seems 
that the ebb and flow of shipwrecks may be tied to the rise and fall of biological science teachers in 
Arkansas. Unraveling this academic knot, we obtained a correlation coefficient of 0.8888065 and p <
0.01 during the years 2003 to 2014, leaving us all at sea about the causal relationship. This research 
not only opens new horizons for interdisciplinary studies but also highlights the importance of 
maintaining a keen eye for unexpected connections. Grab your life jacket as we embark on this 
scholarly voyage to explore the uncharted waters of strange statistical correlations.

As  researchers,  we  often  find  ourselves
navigating  the  treacherous  seas  of
academia,  wading  through mountains  of
data  and  grappling  with  statistical
analysis.  It  is in these uncharted waters
that  we  sometimes  stumble  upon
unexpected  connections  that  leave  us
scratching our heads in bewilderment. In
this  paper,  we  delve  into  the  peculiar
relationship  between  the  number  of
university  biological  science  teachers  in
Arkansas and global shipwrecks. Yes, you
read  that  right  -  a  landlocked  state's
influence on maritime mishaps.

Our  fascination  with  this  unlikely
correlation stemmed from a serendipitous
encounter with Bureau of Labor Statistics
data  and  a  deep  dive  into  the  abyss  of
Wikipedia's  maritime  records.  What  we
unearthed  left  us  flabbergasted  -  a
correlation coefficient of 0.8888065 and p

<  0.01  during  the  years  2003  to  2014,
indicating  a  strong  statistical  link
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables. It's as if the tides of biological
science  education  in  Arkansas  were
mysteriously  influencing  the  waves  of
shipwrecks across the globe.

Now, in the realm of scientific research,
it's  not  uncommon  to  encounter
unexpected  findings.  Still,  the  discovery
of  a  connection  between  the  number  of
biology professors and nautical disasters
raises more eyebrows than a suspiciously
high  correlation  coefficient.  We  found
ourselves  pondering  the  possibility  of  a
clandestine  association  between
dissecting  frogs  in  a  university  lab  and
the misfortunes of seafaring vessels.

This  unexpected turn of  events not  only
underscores  the  importance  of
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maintaining a curious and open mind in
research  but  also  serves  as  a  reminder
that  statistical  relationships  can  often
lead us into uncharted territories. As we
prepare  to  embark  on  this  scholarly
voyage,  we  invite  you  to  join  us  in
exploring  the  unexplored  depths  of
academia  as  we  unravel  this  enigmatic
correlation.  It's  time  to  set  sail  on  a
scholarly  adventure filled with academic
curiosities  and  statistical  surprises.  So,
batten down the hatches and prepare for
a whimsical  journey through the choppy
waters of interdisciplinary research.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  investigation  of  the  correlation
between  the  number  of  university
biological  science  teachers  in  Arkansas
and  global  shipwrecks  has,  surprisingly,
not  been  extensively  explored  in  the
existing  literature.  Smith  et  al.  (2015)
conducted a comprehensive study on the
distribution of marine disasters and their
potential covariates, yet they regrettably
overlooked  the  influence  of  biological
science education  in  a  landlocked state.
Similarly,  Doe  (2018)  delved  into  the
demographics  of  academic  faculty
members across various states, but their
analysis  failed  to  untangle  the  intricate
web  of  connections  between  the
classroom and the high seas. Jones (2012)
offered  insights  into  maritime  history,
though their work did not venture into the
realm of  statistical  peculiarities  that  we
have uncovered in our research.

Turning  our  attention  to  more
tangentially  related  literature,  "The
Biology  of  Shipwrecks"  by  Marine
Biologist  X.  Marks  the  Spot  (2010)
provided  intriguing  perspectives  on  the
ecological impact of shipwrecks, shedding
light  on  the  potential  role  of  biological
science  teachers  in  shaping  the  fate  of
vessels  at  sea.  Furthermore,  "Arkansas:
More  than  Just  a  Landlocked  State"  by
Geologist Rock Johnson (2017) examined
the geological history of Arkansas and its
hypothetical  impact  on  global  maritime

events,  hinting at a potential  connection
between the state's educational landscape
and nautical calamities.

In the realm of  fictional  literature,  "The
Shipwrecked  Professor"  by  Aye  Matey
(2005)  offered  a  whimsical  tale  of  a
biology  professor's  adventures  on  the
high  seas,  providing  a  lighthearted
perspective  on  the  intersection  of
academia  and  maritime  misadventures.
Likewise,  "Biology  and  the  Bermuda
Triangle:  Unraveling  the  Mysteries"  by
Fictional Author J. K. Rowlings-on-the-Sea
(2013) presented an imaginative narrative
that  weaves  together  biological  science
and  nautical  mysteries,  sparking  the
imagination and casting a playful light on
our scholarly pursuits.

In  the  world  of  internet  culture,  the
popular "This is Fine" meme serves as a
tongue-in-cheek  commentary  on
unexpected  situations,  mirroring  the
sentiments  of  researchers  who  stumble
upon  unlikely  correlations  in  their  data
analysis.  Additionally,  the  "Surprised
Pikachu"  meme  encapsulates  the
astonishment  and  bemusement  that
accompanied  our  own  discovery  of  the
unlikely  link  between  Arkansas  biology
teachers  and  global  shipwrecks,  serving
as  a  humorous  reminder  of  the
unpredictable nature of academic inquiry.

As  we  navigate  through  the  choppy
waters of academic exploration, it's clear
that  our  research  has  uncovered  a
connection  that  defies  conventional
wisdom and invites further investigation.
With the winds of curiosity at our backs,
we set course for deeper waters, ready to
unravel the mysteries lurking beneath the
surface  of  statistical  anomalies  and
scholarly surprises.

METHODOLOGY

To  navigate  the  murky  waters  of
uncovering  the  elusive  connection
between  the  number  of  university
biological  science  teachers  in  Arkansas
and  global  shipwrecks,  we  employed  a
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methodological  approach  that  would
impress  even  the  most  discerning
maritime  explorer.  Our  data  collection,
analysis, and statistical wizardry aimed to
cast a wide net and reel in insights that
would anchor our findings in the realm of
academic rigor.

Data Collection:

Our intrepid research team ventured into
the  digital  expanse,  utilizing  the  hidden
treasures  of  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics and the ever-surprising depths
of  Wikipedia.  The  years  2003  to  2014
served  as  our  temporal  coordinates,
allowing us to map out the shifting tides
of  biological  science  educators  in
Arkansas  and  the  tumultuous  waves  of
shipwrecks across the globe. We combed
through  virtual  archives,  skimming  the
surface  of  information  and  diving  deep
into  the  digital  abyss  to  capture  the
essence of this scholarly endeavor.

Biological Science Teachers in Arkansas:

The Bureau of  Labor  Statistics  emerged
as our compass in tracking the numbers
of  university-level  biological  science
teachers  in  the  heartland  of  Arkansas.
Calculating  their  ebb  and flow over  the
years, we aimed to capture the essence of
biological  science  education  in  this
landlocked state.

Global Shipwrecks:

Ah, the captivating allure of shipwrecks -
a subject that has fascinated scholars and
seafarers  alike.  Summoning the archival
prowess of Wikipedia, we documented the
annals  of  maritime  mishaps  across  the
world.  From the tumultuous seas of  the
Atlantic  to  the  tranquil  waters  of  the
Pacific,  every  sunken  vessel  became  a
data point in our quest for understanding.

Statistical Analysis:

With  our  trove  of  data  at  hand,  we set
course  for  the  statistical  heartland,
aiming  to  unearth  the  hidden  gems  of
correlation and causation. Employing the
venerable Pearson correlation coefficient,
we  sought  to  chart  the  strength  and

direction of the relationship between the
number of biology professors in Arkansas
and  the  prevalence  of  shipwrecks.
Besides,  we  delved  into  the  enigmatic
realm  of  p-values,  scrutinizing  their
significance to discern the veracity of our
findings.

The  concoction  of  statistical  tests,  data
visualization,  and  cross-referencing
between  disparate  sources  formed  the
cornerstone of  our analytical  voyage.  As
our  voyage  reached  its  zenith,  we
emerged with a correlation coefficient of
0.8888065 and a piercing p-value of less
than  0.01,  hinting  at  a  formidable
statistical link that left us floating in a sea
of puzzlement.

In  the  spirit  of  scientific  inquiry,  our
methodology  was  not  without  its
challenges and uncertainties.  Still,  these
obstacles were mere squalls in an ocean
of  knowledge,  steering  us  toward  the
shores  of  discovery.  The  enigmatic
correlation between biology pedagogy in
Arkansas  and  maritime  mishaps  across
the globe beckoned us to embark on this
improbable scholarly expedition. So, hoist
the sails and prepare to set course for the
uncharted  waters  of  interdisciplinary
research. The adventure awaits!

RESULTS

The results of  our investigation into the
correlation  between  the  number  of
university  biological  science  teachers  in
Arkansas and global shipwrecks have left
us  both  bemused  and  intrigued.  As  we
navigated through the tides of statistical
analysis,  we  found  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.8888065 and an r-squared
of  0.7899770,  with  a  p-value  less  than
0.01.  These  numbers,  much like  a  well-
timed SOS signal, signaled a strong and
significant  relationship  between  the
variables,  leaving  us  marooned  on  the
island of statistical surprise.

Now, it may seem as though we're lost at
sea by suggesting a connection between a
landlocked state's academia and maritime

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



mishaps, but the data don't lie. Fig. 1, a
scatterplot  illustrating  this  unexpected
correlation,  visually  demonstrates  the
strong  relationship  we  stumbled  upon
during  our  expedition  through the  data.
It's like finding a message in a bottle from
the  statistical  gods,  reassuring  us  that
we're  not  adrift  in  a  sea  of  random
numbers and unrelated variables.

Upon  reflection,  this  discovery  not  only
challenges conventional wisdom but also
reinforces the idea that in the stormy seas
of research, unexpected connections can
emerge  from the  depths  when  we least
expect them. While we may not have all
the answers to explain this unusual link,
we've  certainly  uncovered  a  captivating
statistical  shipwreck  in  the  waters  of
academia.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This  peculiar  finding  highlights  the
importance of keeping a telescope trained
on  the  horizon  of  unusual  correlations,
reminding us that the scientific journey is
as much about exploration as it is about
confirmation.  As  we  chart  a  course  for
further  research  and  exploration,  we
eagerly  anticipate  the  opportunity  to
navigate  the  uncharted  waters  of
interdisciplinary  inquiry  with  the  same
sense of wonder and curiosity that guided
us through this eyebrow-raising discovery.
Ahoy, there! It's a strange and wondrous
world  out  there,  full  of  statistical
surprises  and  unlikely  connections  just
waiting to be discovered.

DISCUSSION

Ahoy there, fellow voyagers of academia!
As  we  navigate  the  choppy  waters  of
statistical  analysis  and  scholarly
exploration, our unexpected discovery of
a  strong  and  significant  correlation
between  the  number  of  university
biological  science  teachers  in  Arkansas
and  global  shipwrecks  has  left  us  both
astounded and amused. Our findings not
only  support  the  prior  research  that
hinted at an unconventional link between
seemingly disparate realms, but they also
raise  important  questions  about  the
interconnectedness  of  seemingly
unrelated variables.

Our results align with the work of Smith
et  al.  (2015),  who  highlighted  the
potential  covariates  of  marine  disasters.
While they may not have directly explored
the  influence  of  biological  science
education  in  landlocked  states,  our
findings suggest that the ebb and flow of
shipwrecks may indeed be connected to
the educational landscape in unexpected
ways. Likewise, the whimsical tale of "The
Shipwrecked  Professor"  by  Aye  Matey
(2005) takes on a new light in the face of
our  findings,  hinting  at  a  reality  that
could  rival  fiction  in  its  zany  statistical
correlations.

The strength of the correlation coefficient
and  the  significant  p-value  raise  a  tidal
wave  of  questions  about  the  underlying
mechanisms at play. It's as if the scientific
sea creatures are playing a trick on us,
teasing us with the unexpected twists and
turns of statistical relationships. While we
may  find  ourselves  adrift  in  unfamiliar
waters,  our  compass  points  toward  the
undeniable statistical connection between
Arkansas  biology  teachers  and  maritime
misfortunes.

Now, let's not be too quick to jump ship
and  abandon  reason  altogether.  Our
findings,  though  surprising,  emphasize
the  importance  of  approaching  research
with an open mind and a willingness to
entertain  the  unexpected.  Like  sailors
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venturing  into  uncharted  territory,  we
must  be prepared to  encounter  peculiar
discoveries  that  challenge  our
preconceived notions.

In closing, our peculiar findings serve as a
buoyant  reminder  that  the  ocean  of
academic inquiry holds untold  mysteries
waiting  to  be  untangled.  As  we set  our
sights on further exploration and delving
into  the  depths  of  interdisciplinary
inquiry, let's remember to keep a weather
eye out for  the unexpected.  After all,  in
the world of scholarly pursuit, it's not just
smooth  sailing  and  clear  skies  -
sometimes,  it's  about  navigating  the
choppy seas of  statistical  anomalies and
reveling  in  the  joy  of  unexpected
discoveries.  Let's  set  sail,  dear
colleagues,  and  embrace  the
unpredictable  wonders  that  await  us  in
the vast expanse of scholarly exploration.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  academic  odyssey
through the  choppy waters  of  statistical
analysis  has  led  us  to  a  most  curious
discovery  -  the  seemingly  unearthly
correlation  between  the  number  of
university  biological  science  teachers  in
Arkansas  and  global  shipwrecks.  It
appears that the ebb and flow of biology
lectures in the heartland of America may
have  some  unforeseen  influence  on  the
nautical  adventures  of  ships  across  the
globe. It's like the old saying goes: "For
every biology professor hired in Arkansas,
a shipwreck occurs in the seven seas."

While this may seem like a fishy tale or
the plot of a maritime-themed sitcom, the
correlation  coefficient  of  0.8888065  and
the p-value less than 0.01 have confirmed
the  statistical  significance  of  this
unexpected relationship. In other words,
there's  a  stronger  link  between  these
variables than the magnetic pull between
a compass and true north.

As  we  sail  away  from  this  research
endeavor, it's clear that this discovery not
only  showcases  the  bizarre  and

unpredictable  nature  of  statistical
relationships  but  also  underscores  the
importance  of  keeping  an  anchor  ready
for unexpected findings in the vast ocean
of  academic exploration.  It's  a  reminder
that  the  scientific  journey  is  as  much
about embracing the unexpected as it is
about confirming the known.

The implications of this scholarly voyage
are vast, much like the open sea. We now
know  that  the  interconnected  web  of
knowledge and data can sometimes lead
us  to  uncharted  territories  and  peculiar
correlations  that  defy  conventional
wisdom.  But,  despite  the  temptation  to
navigate  further  into  this  unexplored
ocean of peculiar correlations, we assert
that no more research is needed in this
area. Let's leave this particular shipwreck
of  statistical  surprise  as  a  delightful
mystery,  reminding  us  to  keep  our
scientific  compasses  calibrated  for  the
unexpected.

As we bid adieu to this scholarly voyage
filled  with  statistical  serendipity,  we
eagerly  await  the  next  tidal  wave  of
surprising discoveries in the vast expanse
of  academic  research.  Until  then,  fair
winds  and  following  seas  to  all  fellow
researchers  as  they  navigate  their  own
scholarly odysseys. And remember, in the
words of the great maritime philosopher,
Captain  Jack  Sparrow,  "Bring  me  that
horizon!"
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