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Abstract

This paper examines the potential correlation between the
number  of  statisticians  in  New  Mexico  and  the
consumption  of  liquefied  petroleum  gas  in  Angola.
Through rigorous data analysis utilizing information from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics and the Energy Information
Administration for the years 2003 to 2020, we uncovered
a  surprisingly  intriguing  relationship.  Despite  the
seemingly disparate nature of these variables, our findings
revealed  a  remarkable  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9264599 and a significant p-value of less than 0.01. Our
research  illuminates  the  often  overlooked  influence  of
statisticians  on  the  international  energy  landscape,
presenting a compelling case for further investigation into
the Gas-Tly connection.

1. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

The  seemingly  unlikely  relationship  between  the
number  of  statisticians  in  New  Mexico  and  the
consumption of liquefied petroleum gas  in  Angola
has long been a source of amusement and curiosity
in the statistical  and energy research communities.
At first glance, one might wonder what statisticians
in a landlocked American state have to do with the
usage of liquefied petroleum gas in a coastal African
nation.  However,  as  with  many  statistical
investigations, what appears to be unrelated on the
surface  may  conceal  underlying  patterns  and
connections waiting to be uncovered.

The burgeoning field of econometric and statistical
analysis has provided researchers with the tools to
explore and dissect  such peculiar  relationships.  As
such, the purpose of this study is to delve into this
unexpected correlation, or as we like to call it, the
"Gas-Tly" connection—a fitting pun to capture the
statistical  gasp  that  many  may  have  upon  first
hearing of this intriguing linkage.

While the pursuit of statistical significance is often a
serious endeavor, dare we say, a gas-tly serious one
indeed, it is not without its moments of levity and
surprise. The world of statistics is not immune to the
delightful  eccentricities  that  make  life  worth
studying, and we hope to inject some of that humor

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



and personality  into  our  exploration  of  this  rather
unexpected statistical relationship.

The  objective  of  the  current  study  is  to  provide
empirical evidence for the hypothesized connection
between  statisticians  in  New  Mexico  and  the
consumption of liquefied petroleum gas in Angola,
shedding light on a topic that has been overlooked
or,  dare  we  say,  gas-lighted  in  the  past.  Through
rigorous statistical  analysis and data interpretation,
we aim to bring to the forefront a relationship that is
as fascinating as it is unexpected.

So,  fasten  your  statistical  seatbelts  and  prepare  to
embark on a journey that delves into the world of
numbers,  patterns,  and  perhaps  a  bit  of  statistical
serendipity.  Our  hope is  that  this  investigation not
only contributes to the body of statistical knowledge
but  also brings  a  smile  to  the  faces  of  our  fellow
statistical enthusiasts as we unravel the curious case
of the Gas-Tly connection.

2. Literature Review

Smith  and  Doe  (2010)  conducted  a  meticulous
analysis  of  the  distribution  of  statisticians  across
various  U.S.  states,  providing  a  comprehensive
overview  of  the  profession's  geographic
concentration.  While  their  study  encompassed
diverse aspects of the statistical landscape, such as
employment trends and educational backgrounds, a
peculiar  trend  emerged  when  focusing  on  New
Mexico.  Despite  its  relatively  modest  population,
New  Mexico  boasts  an  outsized  presence  of
statisticians,  prompting questions  about  the  factors
driving this statistical anomaly.

Expanding beyond the realm of numerical analysis,
Jones  (2015)  examined  the  global  utilization  of
liquefied petroleum gas, with a specific emphasis on
consumption  patterns  in  Angola.  The  study  shed
light  on  the  intricate  web  of  economic,
environmental,  and  infrastructural  factors
influencing  the  country's  reliance  on  this  energy
source.  However,  amidst  the  serious  discussion  of
supply  chains  and  regulatory  frameworks,  one
cannot help but wonder about the potential influence
of  New  Mexican  statisticians  on  this  complex
equation.

Transitioning from the realm of empirical studies to
literary  and  fictional  works,  "The  Signal  and  the
Noise"  by  Nate  Silver  (2012)  offers  a  thought-
provoking perspective on the interdisciplinary nature
of statistical analysis, inspiring us to seek patterns in
the most unexpected places. Similarly, the satirical
novel  "Catch-22"  by  Joseph  Heller  (1961)  invites
reflection  on  the  absurdity  of  seemingly  illogical
connections,  a  theme  that  resonates  with  the
unexpected  correlation  we  seek  to  unravel  in  our
present investigation.

In  the  realm  of  internet  culture,  the  popular
"Distracted  Boyfriend"  meme  has  garnered
significant  attention  for  its  humorous  depiction  of
unexpected attractions and choices. While seemingly
unrelated  to  statistical  trends  and  energy
consumption,  this  meme  serves  as  a  lighthearted
reminder of the unpredictability that underpins our
quest to unveil the Gas-Tly connection.

Guided  by  the  spirit  of  inquiry  and  a  touch  of
whimsy, our review of the literature underscores the
diverse  influences  and  inspirations  that  shape  our
understanding of statistical phenomena and their far-
reaching implications. As we delve into the depths of
statistical analysis, let us not forget the potential for
unexpected twists and turns that may lie ahead.

3. Methodology

METHODOLOGY

To  unravel  the  enigmatic  Gas-Tly  connection
between  New  Mexico's  statisticians  and  Angola's
liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) usage,  our research
team conducted a comprehensive data collection and
analysis. We scoured the Bureau of Labor Statistics
and  the  Energy  Information  Administration
databases,  sifting  through  a  plethora  of  numerical
nuggets  to  extract  the  statistical  essence  of  this
curious correlation. The years 2003 to 2020 served
as our canvas for painting this intriguing statistical
portrait.

First  and  foremost,  we  employed  a  "statistically
spicy" approach, combining traditional econometric
techniques  with  a  dash  of  whimsy  to  capture  the
essence  of  this  unconventional  relationship.  Our
quest  for  insight  led  us  to  embrace  the  power  of
regression analysis, with a particular focus on time-
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series models. We sought to uncover the underlying
patterns in the dataset, akin to a statistical Sherlock
Holmes in pursuit of the elusive Gas-Tly culprit.

Additionally,  we  utilized  panel  data  techniques  to
account  for  the  potential  dynamic  nature  of  the
relationship,  recognizing  that  statisticians  in  New
Mexico and LPG usage in Angola may not  reveal
their  secrets  through  conventional  statistical
interrogation methods. By incorporating both fixed
effects  and  random  effects  models,  we  aimed  to
tease  out  the  nuances  of  this  statistical  dalliance,
similar to an intricate dance between two seemingly
unrelated statistical entities.

Furthermore,  in  our  pursuit  of  statistical  truth,  we
couldn't resist the temptation to dabble in the art of
statistical  storytelling.  We  employed  graphical
representations, such as scatterplots and time-series
plots,  to  weave  a  visual  narrative  of  the  Gas-Tly
connection.  After  all,  every  good  statistical
investigation  deserves  a  captivating  visual
accompaniment, akin to a fine piece of statistical art
for the eyes to savor.

Finally,  to  lend  a  touch  of  statistical  flair  to  our
methodology,  we conducted robustness checks and
sensitivity analyses, ensuring that our findings stood
the test of statistical scrutiny. Much like a seasoned
chef perfecting a complex recipe, we meticulously
reviewed  various  model  specifications  and
diagnostic  tests  to  confirm  the  robustness  of  our
results, effectively validating the sizzle of our Gas-
Tly findings.

In  essence,  our  methodology  represents  a
harmonious  blend  of  conventional  statistical
techniques,  unconventional  statistical  storytelling,
and  a  sprinkle  of  statistical  humor.  The  Gas-Tly
connection,  while  initially  shrouded  in  statistical
mystery,  emerged  from  the  depths  of  our
methodology as a compelling statistical saga, worthy
of both admiration and amusement.

4. Results

The analysis of the data spanning the years 2003 to
2020 unearthed a rather surprising and remarkably
strong  correlation  between  the  number  of
statisticians in New Mexico and the consumption of
liquefied  petroleum  gas  in  Angola.  The  Pearson

correlation coefficient between these two seemingly
unrelated  variables  was  found  to  be  0.9264599,
indicating  a  high  degree  of  positive  linear
association.  In  other  words,  as  the  number  of
statisticians in New Mexico increased, there was a
notable  tendency  for  the  usage  of  liquefied
petroleum gas in Angola to also increase, and vice
versa. It appears that when it comes to statisticians
and  liquefied  petroleum  gas,  there's  more  at  play
than meets the eye!

Furthermore,  the  coefficient  of  determination  (r-
squared) was calculated to be 0.8583280, signifying
that  approximately 85.8% of  the  variability  in  the
consumption of liquefied petroleum gas  in  Angola
could be explained by the variation in the number of
statisticians  in  New  Mexico.  This  substantial
proportion suggests that the number of statisticians
in New Mexico could be a key factor influencing the
demand  for  liquefied  petroleum  gas  in  Angola,
which  is  rather  remarkable  and,  dare  I  say,
statistically mind-boggling!

Notably,  the  p-value obtained from the correlation
analysis  was  less  than  0.01,  indicating  a  highly
significant  relationship  between the  two  variables.
This means that the likelihood of observing such a
strong  correlation  by  chance  is  exceedingly  low,
providing  robust  support  for  the  existence  of  this
"Gas-Tly" connection. It appears that statisticians in
New Mexico have been quietly exerting an influence
on the liquefied petroleum gas landscape in Angola
—a statistical revelation that is, quite frankly, gasp-
worthy!

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Given these findings, it is clear that further research
is  warranted  to  delve  deeper  into  the  mechanisms
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and  potential  causative  factors  underlying  this
surprising  correlation.  Our  research  has  not  only
demonstrated the statistical significance of the Gas-
Tly connection but has also highlighted the need for
a reevaluation of the role of statisticians in shaping
international  energy dynamics. The implications of
this  unexpected  relationship  are  nothing  short  of
thought-provoking  and,  dare  I  say,  statistically
delightful!

5. Discussion

The  uncovering  of  a  substantial  and  robust
association  between  the  number  of  statisticians  in
New  Mexico  and  the  consumption  of  liquefied
petroleum  gas  in  Angola  lends  credence  to  the
whimsical  musings  of  previous  researchers.  Our
findings provide empirical support for the intriguing
hunches posited by Smith and Doe (2010) regarding
the  disproportionately  high  concentration  of
statisticians  in  New  Mexico.  It  appears  that  this
statistical  anomaly  may  indeed  have  significant
implications beyond the realm of numerical analysis,
exerting a tangible influence on international energy
dynamics.

Similarly, our results align with the insights of Jones
(2015)  into  the  complex  web  of  factors  shaping
liquefied  petroleum  gas  consumption  in  Angola.
While  the  study  delved  into  economic,
environmental, and infrastructural determinants, the
unexpected  correlation  we  have  unveiled
underscores  the  need  to  consider  the  unorthodox
influence  of  New  Mexican  statisticians  in  this
intricate  equation.  The  Gas-Tly  connection,  once
relegated to the realm of speculative jest, now stands
as  a  compelling  statistical  reality,  ripe  for  further
exploration and contemplation.

The  substantial  coefficient  of  determination  (r-
squared)  of  0.8583280  reinforces  the  notion  that
variations  in  the  number  of  statisticians  in  New
Mexico  can  elucidate  a  remarkable  85.8%  of  the
variability  in  liquefied  petroleum  gas  usage  in
Angola.  This  statistical  coupling,  while  initially
perplexing,  hints  at  the  overarching  impact  of
seemingly  unrelated  variables  on  global  energy
dynamics. It beckons us to reevaluate the traditional
boundaries of statistical influence and consider the
potential ramifications of statistical proficiencies on

a global scale. Indeed, the Gas-Tly connection may
very  well  be  a  testament  to  the  unexpected  and
capricious nature of statistical phenomena.

The  low p-value,  underscoring  the  significance  of
the relationship between New Mexican statisticians
and Angolan liquefied petroleum gas consumption,
further  accentuates  the  magnitude of  our  findings.
This  statistical  substantiation  underscores  the
transformative  potential  of  even  the  most
unconventional statistical patterns, challenging us to
reexamine  the  influence  of  seemingly  niche
professions  on  far-reaching  economic  and
environmental phenomena.

In the spirit of inquiry and intellectual curiosity, our
research  not  only  sheds  light  on  the  Gas-Tly
connection but also introduces a touch of whimsy to
the  often  austere  world  of  statistical  inquiry.  The
statistically  delightful  nature  of  this  revelation
invites us to embrace the unexpected and cherish the
serendipitous  discoveries  that  statistical  analysis
may unveil.  In  doing  so,  we  are  reminded of  the
incalculable  potential  for  statistical  inquiry  to
unravel the intricacies of our interconnected world,
offering a refreshing blend of statistical  poignancy
and amusement.

In  summary,  our  research  has  unearthed  a
statistically  significant  and  thought-provoking
association  between  the  number  of  statisticians  in
New  Mexico  and  the  consumption  of  liquefied
petroleum gas in Angola. The Gas-Tly connection,
while  initially  enigmatic,  paves  the  way  for  a
reimagining  of  the  role  of  statisticians  in  shaping
global  energy  landscapes.  As  we  strive  to
comprehend  the  statistical  underpinnings  of  this
peculiar correlation, we are reminded that statistical
inquiry is not only a pursuit of numerical precision
but  also  an  endeavor  marked  by  its  potential  for
surprise,  innovation,  and,  dare  I  say,  statistical
hilarity.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has unveiled a remarkably
strong  and  statistically  significant  correlation
between the number of statisticians in New Mexico
and the consumption of liquefied petroleum gas in
Angola. The Gas-Tly connection, as we have fondly
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dubbed it, has defied conventional expectations and
added a comedic twist to the often serious world of
statistical analysis.

The results of our research have left us, dare I say,
gasping  for  statistical  air.  The  fact  that
approximately  85.8%  of  the  variability  in  the
consumption of liquefied petroleum gas  in  Angola
could be explained by the variation in the number of
statisticians  in  New  Mexico  is  nothing  short  of
astounding. It seems that statisticians may hold the
key to unlocking the mysteries of energy usage in
far-flung corners of the world—a notion that is both
amusing and exhilarating in equal measure.

Our findings not only emphasize the need for further
investigation into this Gas-Tly connection but  also
serve as a reminder that statistical analysis can be as
surprising as it is enlightening. While we may have
approached  this  topic  with  a  hint  of  statistical
whimsy,  the  implications  of  our  results  are,  quite
frankly,  no  laughing  matter.  The  influence  of
statisticians on the international energy landscape is
a  matter  that  warrants  serious  consideration  and
future  research,  albeit  with  a  side  of  statistical
humor.

As we bring this Gas-Tly expedition to a close, it is
our emphatic assertion that no further research into
the connection between the number of statisticians in
New  Mexico  and  the  consumption  of  liquefied
petroleum gas in Angola is necessary. Our findings
have  left  no  room  for  doubt—this  Gas-Tly
connection  is  as  statistically  sound  as  it  is
delightfully unexpected. It's time for statisticians and
energy  enthusiasts  alike  to  bask  in  the  statistical
serendipity  that  this  curious  relationship  has
unveiled and, perhaps, share a wry statistical smile
at the marvels of the Gas-Tly connection.
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