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HISTORIANS AND 'GANGNAM STYLE': A WACKY
MARYLAND PARADOX
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This paper presents a surprising and zany investigation into the relationship between the number of 
historians in Maryland and Google searches for the infamous pop hit 'Gangnam Style.' Utilizing data 
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Google Trends, we set out to uncover the quirky interplay 
between these two seemingly unrelated variables. Our findings revealed a correlation coefficient of 
0.8060180 and p < 0.01 for the time period spanning from 2012 to 2021. The statistically significant 
positive correlation between the number of historians and Internet queries about 'Gangnam Style' 
evokes a symphony of humor and curiosity, defying conventional expectations and prompting a 
comical exploration of the cultural and historical dynamics at play. This study not only offers a 
lighthearted analysis of the surprising link between academia and viral phenomena but also 
underscores the value of investigating unconventional and offbeat research questions.

Introduction

The  pursuit  of  knowledge  often  leads
researchers  down  unexpected  and
unconventional paths, unearthing peculiar
phenomena  that  challenge  conventional
wisdom  and  spark  amusement.  In  this
lighthearted academic endeavor, we take
an  offbeat  approach  by  exploring  the
curious  connection  between the  number
of historians in Maryland and the global
sensation  known  as  'Gangnam  Style.'
While the juxtaposition of historians and a
catchy  Korean  pop  song  may  seem
whimsical or even absurd at first glance,
our  investigation  delves  into  the
statistical  relationship  between  these
seemingly  unrelated  variables  with  a
blend  of  scholarly  rigor  and  whimsical
curiosity.

As  scholars,  we  are  accustomed  to  the
solemn  and  weighty  demands  of
academia,  but  it  is  also  important  to
embrace  moments  of  levity  and
intellectual  playfulness.  This  research

embarks on a playful journey to untangle
the unlikely correlation between the study
of  history  and  the  cultural  phenomenon
that swept the world in 2012. By utilizing
data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics
and  Google  Trends,  we  unravel  the
statistical  tapestry  that  connects  the
scholarly  pursuits  of  historians  with  the
gyrating musical antics of Psy's 'Gangnam
Style.'
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The  initial  impetus  for  this  study  arose
from  the  whimsical  musings  of  our
research  team,  sparking  bemused
conversations  about  the  potential
interplay between academic pursuits and
viral  phenomena.  Our findings,  however,
unveil  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8060180  and  p  <  0.01,  indicating  a
startlingly  robust  statistical  relationship
between  the  number  of  historians  in
Maryland  and the  frequency  of  Internet
searches  for  'Gangnam  Style'  over  the
past  decade.  This  unconventional
correlation not only raises eyebrows but
also  beckons  for  further  scrutiny  and
humorous contemplation.

The  significance  of  this  study  extends
beyond  its  comical  premise;  it
underscores  the  value  of  embracing
eccentric  questions  and  pursuing
intellectual  inquiries  with a  zest  for  the
unexpected. As we navigate through the
following  sections,  we  invite  our
esteemed readers  to  indulge  in  a  bit  of
scholarly humor and join in our quest to
demystify the offbeat connection between
history  enthusiasts  and  a  Korean  pop
sensation.

LITERATURE REVIEW

LITERATURE REVIEW

In "The Economic Impact of Historians in
the  State  of  Maryland,"  Smith  and  Doe
examine  the  employment  trends  and
cultural contributions of historians within
the  state.  The  authors  find  that  the
number  of  historians  has  steadily
increased over the past decade, reflecting
a growing interest  in historical research
and preservation. Moreover, Jones et al.,
in  "Google  Searches  and  Cultural
Phenomena,"  investigate  the  societal
impact  of  viral  trends  on  online  search
behavior.  Their  study reveals  a  surge in
Google queries related to popular cultural
phenomena,  indicating  the  digital
footprint of societal trends.

As  we  venture  into  the  realm  of  less
conventional  connections,  our  attention

shifts  to  non-fiction  works  such as  "The
History  of  Internet  Memes"  by  Ipsum,
which provides a comprehensive overview
of  the  cultural  impact  of  Internet
phenomena.  Additionally,  "Dancing
Through History:  The Academic Analysis
of  Viral  Sensations"  by  Lorem  offers
intriguing insights into the intersection of
academia  and  pop  culture.  However,
before we delve into the enigmatic world
of  academic  literature,  we  must
humorously  acknowledge  the  potential
influence  of  fiction  on  our  peculiar
research  topic.  Works  such  as  "Time-
Traveling  Twerks:  A  Historical  Fictional
Account"  by  FictionalAuthor  and  "The
Timeless  Tango:  Dance  and  History  in
Parallel  Universes"  by
AnotherFictionalAuthor  tantalize  the
imagination with their eccentric portrayal
of  historical  interactions  with  modern
cultural phenomena.

On  a  more  contemporary  note,  several
social  media  posts  have  caught  our
attention, shedding light on the wacky yet
thought-provoking connection we seek to
explore. A Twitter user, @HistoryHilarity,
humorously  quipped,  "Who  knew
historians had such a groovy taste in viral
tunes? #GangnamScribes." Meanwhile, a
Reddit thread titled "Historians React to
Gangnam  Style"  sparked  a  cascade  of
witty  comments  and  tongue-in-cheek
historical  references,  providing  an
anecdotal  glimpse  into  the  unexpected
allure of 'Gangnam Style' within academic
circles.

It is evident from our exploration of the
literature,  both  serious  and  whimsical,
that the connection between the number
of  historians  in  Maryland  and  Google
searches for 'Gangnam Style' transcends
traditional  disciplinary  boundaries,
inviting a blend of scholarly analysis and
lighthearted contemplation.

METHODOLOGY
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To  begin  this  gleefully  unorthodox
investigation, our research team initiated
a process of data collection and analysis
that  combined  scholarly  rigor  with  a
lighthearted spirit of inquiry. We gathered
data  from  two  primary  sources,  namely
the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and
Google Trends, in an effort to capture the
whimsical  dynamics  at  play  in  this
peculiar juxtaposition.

The BLS provided a wealth of information
on the number of historians employed in
the state of Maryland from 2012 to 2021.
This data,  although initially intended for
more  conventional  academic  inquiries,
became  the  linchpin  of  our  comical
exploration into  the correlation  between
historical pursuits and contemporary pop
culture. Leveraging this reputable source
allowed  us  to  establish  a  reliable
foundation for our  investigation into  the
employment trends of historians and their
potential  correlation  with  the  viral
phenomenon of 'Gangnam Style.'

In parallel,  Google Trends served as our
whimsical  compass,  guiding  us  through
the  rhythmic  highs  and  lows  of  public
interest in the renowned 'Gangnam Style'
dance craze. By examining the frequency
of Google searches related to 'Gangnam
Style' within the geographical confines of
Maryland  during  the  same  period,  we
aimed to capture the digital footprints of
societal  fascination  with  Psy's  infectious
melody and eccentric dance moves. This
unconventional  data  source  added  a
delightful flair to our analysis, reminding
us that academic inquiry can embrace the
unexpected with a dash of whimsy.

With the diverse data from the BLS and
Google Trends in hand,  we performed a
series of statistical analyses to unveil the
underlying  relationship  between
historians  and  'Gangnam  Style.'
Employing  correlation  analysis  and  time
series modeling, we sought to unravel the
statistical  embroidery  underlying  this
zany  braid  of  variables,  wherein
historians and Psy's catchy beats danced
an unexpected duet across the statistical
landscape.

In teasing out the winkingly  unexpected
connection  between  the  number  of
historians  and  the  Internet  frenzy  over
'Gangnam  Style,'  our  methodology
balanced  a  scholarly  approach  with  a
whimsical  flourish,  underscoring  the
value  of  unearthing scholarly  merriment
amidst  the  serious  pursuits  of  academic
inquiry.

RESULTS

Upon  analyzing  the  data  gathered  from
the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Google
Trends,  we  discovered  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8060180  between  the
number of historians in Maryland and the
frequency  of  Google  searches  for
'Gangnam Style' from 2012 to 2021. This
strong  positive  correlation  was
accompanied  by  an  r-squared  value  of
0.6496651, indicating that approximately
65% of  the variation in 'Gangnam Style'
searches  could  be  explained  by  the
number  of  historians  in  Maryland.  The
statistical significance of this relationship
was further supported by a p-value of less
than 0.01, underscoring the robustness of
the findings.

Figure 1 provides a visual representation
of  the  relationship  between  the  two
variables,  depicting  a  pronounced  and
unmistakable  positive  association.  The
scatterplot  showcases  the  intriguing
dance of data points, as the prevalence of
historians  coincides  with  intensified
interest in the viral hit 'Gangnam Style.' It
is indeed a tableau that echoes the ethos
of  unpredictability  and  whimsy  that
characterizes  this  unlikely
interconnection.

The unexpected nature of this correlation
serves as a delightful  reminder  that the
realms of  academia and popular  culture
are  not  as  mutually  exclusive  as  one
might  assume.  The  humorous  and
idiosyncratic  juxtaposition  of  historical
scholarship  with  a  catchy  pop  song
beckons  the  scientific  community  to
explore unconventional inquiries with an
open  mind  and  a  lighthearted  spirit.
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These  findings  not  only  add  an
entertaining  dimension  to  the  scholarly
discourse  but  also  invite  us  to  embrace
intellectual  oddities  with  curiosity  and
amusement.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  summary,  our  investigation  into  the
association  between  the  number  of
historians  in  Maryland  and  Google
searches for 'Gangnam Style' uncovers a
statistically  significant  and  positively
correlated relationship, inviting a playful
contemplation  of  the  unexpected
intersections between academic pursuits
and  viral  phenomena.  This  comical  and
intellectually  stimulating  inquiry
underscores  the  value  of  delving  into
unorthodox  research  questions  and
celebrating the whimsical synergies that
transcend  traditional  disciplinary
boundaries.

DISCUSSION

Our  investigation  into  the  surprising
correlation  between  the  number  of
historians in Maryland and the frequency
of  Google  searches  for  'Gangnam Style'
has  unveiled  a  truly  remarkable  and
amusing  relationship.  As  we  set  out  to
explore  this  wacky  phenomenon,  our
findings  have  not  only  reinforced  prior
research  but  also  injected  a  delightful
dose  of  hilarity  into  the  academic
discourse.

Building  upon the  scholarly  groundwork
laid by Smith and Doe,  who highlighted
the  increasing  presence  of  historians  in
Maryland, our study further underscores
the  influential  role  of  these  historical
enthusiasts in shaping cultural narratives.
The  positive  correlation  we  observed
aligns  with  Jones  et  al.'s  exploration  of
societal trends through Google searches,
unveiling the captivating imprint of viral
sensations on online behavior. Despite the
seemingly  frivolous  nature  of  our
research  question,  our  results
authenticate  the  meaningful  interplay
between  academia  and  pop  culture,
emphasizing the multidimensional impact
of historical pursuits.

Amidst  the  earnest  investigation  of
academic  literature,  we  indulged  in  a
whimsical  nod  to  fiction,  playfully
entertaining  the imaginative possibilities
evoked  by  unconventional  connections.
The  recognition  of  the  anecdotal
jocularity  surrounding  'Gangnam  Style'
within  historical  circles  in  social  media
exemplified the amalgamation of scholarly
rigor  and  lighthearted  contemplation,
enriching  our  understanding  of  this
offbeat association.

The  statistically  significant  positive
correlation we uncovered not only affirms
the  robustness  of  our  findings  but  also
effervescently  challenges  the
conventional  boundaries  of  scholarly
inquiry.  The visual  representation of  the
data points in our scatterplot portrays the
enchanting  dance  of  historical
predilections  and  pop  culture  fervor,
mirroring  the  vivacity  and  caprice
inherent in our discovery.

By  embracing  the  whimsical  synergy
exemplified  in  this  unexpected  linkage,
we  urge  the  scientific  community  to
approach  uncommon  research  questions
with  an  open  mind  and  a  light-hearted
spirit. Our study not only invites scholarly
reverence for the unforeseen connections
that  transcend  disciplinary  confines  but
also  underscores  the  joyous  value  of
investigating unconventional and waggish
research queries. The scholarly landscape
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is  indeed  enlivened  by  the  gaiety  and
intellectual  intrigue  prompted  by  this
unusual  association,  reinvigorating  our
commitment  to  inquisitive  undertakings
that defy expectations.

CONCLUSION

In wrapping up our whimsical exploration
of the correlation between the number of
historians  in  Maryland  and  the
inexplicable allure of 'Gangnam Style,' we
are left both bemused and enlightened by
the statistical  dance we have witnessed.
Our  findings,  with  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.8060180  and  p  <  0.01,
suggest  a  robust  link  between  the
scholarly  pursuits  of  historians  and  the
global fascination with Psy's catchy beats.

This unlikely partnership between history
buffs and hip-thrusting pop stars reminds
us that the world of research is not bereft
of  its  own  sense  of  humor.  The  visual
representation  provided  by  our
scatterplot,  much  like  a  beautifully
choreographed music video, unmistakably
mirrors  the  amusing  rhythm  of  our
findings.  As  data  points  gallivant  across
the  plot,  one  can  almost  envision  a
historical  reenactment  of  Psy's  iconic
horse-riding  dance  moves  amidst  stacks
of ancient tomes and manuscripts.

Yet, amidst the jocularity, the significance
of this study lies in its  testament to the
whimsical  symphony  that  pervades  the
scholarly  pursuit.  Just  as  a  historian
meticulously pieces together narratives of
the past, our analysis has woven a tale of
unexpected  correlation,  beckoning
researchers  to  embrace  intellectual
oddities with mirthful curiosity.

Although  the  allure  of  quirky  inquiries
may  tug  at  our  academic  sleeves,  it  is
time  to  affirm  that  the  correlation
between  historians  and  'Gangnam Style'
has  been  thoroughly  explored.  Our
findings  stand  as  a  testament  to  the
unearthing  of  intellectual  whimsy,
prompting  a  toast  to  the  serendipitous

jests  that  light  the  path  of  scholarly
discoveries.

As  we  bid  adieu  to  this  uproarious
journey, we assert with solemn levity that
no  further  research  is  needed  in  this
peculiar  domain.  While  the  correlation
may  leave  us  scratching  our  heads  in
amusement, it is time to tip our hats and
bid 'Gangnam Style' adieu, at least in the
realm of scholarly investigation.
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