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ABSTRACT

The Ozone Office: The Surprising Link Between Air Pollution in Mount
Vernon, Ohio and the Number of Typists in the Buckeye State

In this study, we investigate the unexpected relationship between air pollution levels in
Mount Vernon, Ohio and the quantity of typists in the state. Our research team utilized
data from the Environmental Protection Agency and the Bureau of Labor Statistics to
rigorously assess this seemingly peculiar association. Contrary to initial assumptions,
our  findings  reveal  a  robust  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9020436  and  a  statistically
significant p-value of less than 0.01 for the time period spanning from 2003 to 2022. Our
analysis unearthed a striking connection between these seemingly disparate variables,
prompting  us  to  delve  deeper  into  the  mechanisms  that  may  underpin  this  quirky
correlation. While the precise causative factors remain speculative, we offer tongue-in-
cheek hypotheses that range from the notion of "typing through the haze" to the concept
of  "pollutant-induced  typist  recruitment."  Ultimately,  this  study  sheds  light  on  the
lighthearted  yet  thought-provoking  interplay  between  environmental  conditions  and
occupational trends, demonstrating that even the most unexpected relationships merit
investigation in the realm of academic inquiry.
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Ozone, air pollution, Mount Vernon, Ohio, typists, Buckeye State, correlation, Environmental 
Protection Agency, Bureau of Labor Statistics, causative factors, occupational trends, pollutant-
induced typist recruitment
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I. Introduction

As the famed anthropologist Margaret Mead once mused, "I have a respect for the past, but I'm a 

person of the moment." Indeed, in the ever-evolving tapestry of empirical inquiry, unearthing 

surprising relationships can be as exhilarating as stumbling upon a forgotten treasure map. In this

vein, our study sets out to unravel a peculiar, if not downright quirky, connection between air 

pollution levels in the bucolic town of Mount Vernon, Ohio, and the number of typists dotting the

landscape of the Buckeye State.

The notion of environmental factors influencing occupational trends is not entirely novel, but the

specific relationship we scrutinize here is as unexpected as finding a treasure chest at the end of a

rainbow. Our research veered off the beaten path (much like a squirrel navigating through a 

bustling city park) and took an uncharted journey through the vast plains of empirical data, 

guided by curiosity and a pinch of whimsy.

While some may raise their eyebrows as high as a vertically stacked pile of typewriter paper at 

the mention of Mount Vernon, Ohio, within the context of an academic inquiry, this seemingly 

unassuming locale harbors tales as enigmatic as a cryptic crossword puzzle. Our mission is not 

only to shed light on the intriguing nexus between environmental metrics and occupational 

figures but also to do so with an impish grin and a nod to the unexpected marvels that await in 

the peculiar corridors of scientific exploration.

The following sections will unravel our findings -- findings that will likely make more than a few

eyebrows arch like query-laden frowns. Our journey is akin to following the winding path of a 
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typewriter key carving its jagged imprint onto a fresh sheet of paper, with a twist of air pollution 

wafting through the paper-thin crevices of our academic manuscript.

In the words of the great philosopher Plato: "We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of the 

dark; the real tragedy of life is when men are afraid of the light." Dust off the cobwebs of 

trepidation and join us in our quest to illuminate this unexpected, whimsically odd connection 

between the ozone above Mount Vernon and the industrious rhythm of typewriters across Ohio.

II. Literature Review

The surprising intersection between air pollution levels in Mount Vernon, Ohio, and the 

abundance of typists throughout the Buckeye State has sparked curiosity within the academic 

community, mirroring the fascination of uncovering a long-lost relic in the annals of history. To 

begin, Smith et al. (2015) conducted a comprehensive review of air quality in small-town 

America, with a focus on Mount Vernon. Their findings highlighted the idyllic charm of the town

juxtaposed against its air quality challenges, setting the stage for our investigation into the 

unanticipated relationship between atmospheric conditions and occupational patterns.

Doe and Jones (2018) delved into the occupational landscape of Ohio, emphasizing the evolution

of typewriting professions in an era dominated by digital technology. Their scholarly inquiry 

provided a backdrop for our quest to untangle the enigmatic web of connections between air 

pollution and typists, akin to unraveling a tapestry woven from the strands of whimsical 

happenstance.
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Turning to non-fiction works that resonate with our exploration, "The Air We Breathe: A 

Comprehensive Analysis of Environmental Factors" by Environmental Research Institute (2016) 

offers a panoramic view of air quality dynamics, while "The Typewriter Renaissance: Nostalgia 

Amidst the Click-Clack" by Typist Enthusiasts Society (2019) captures the resurgence of 

typewriting as a nostalgic art form. Each of these sources contributes to the multidimensional 

tapestry of our investigation, underscoring the unexpected entanglement of air pollution and 

typist demographics.

In a departure from traditional academic sources, the fiction space also provides intriguing 

insights. In "The Ozone Typist Chronicles" by Novel Author (2020), the whimsical narrative 

unfolds against the backdrop of Mount Vernon's atmospheric nuances, intertwining the fate of 

typists with the ethereal dance of ozone. Similarly, "Cloudy with a Chance of Typewriters" by 

Imaginative Writer (2005) presents a lighthearted yet fantastical exploration of air pollution's 

improbable effects on the typewriter-laden landscape of Ohio.

Notably, internet memes have also contributed to the discourse, with the "Polluted Paper, Prolific

Typists" meme capturing the attention of online communities. This meme, blending levity with 

speculative ponderings, underscores the pervasive intrigue surrounding the offbeat correlation 

between air pollution in Mount Vernon and the typewriter clatter echoing across Ohio's urban 

and rural domains.

In synthesizing this eclectic array of sources, we embark on a whimsical journey of discovery, 

aiming to unravel the unexpected thread that binds atmospheric conditions and occupational 

choices. While the gravity of our investigation is unmistakable, we approach this unique inquiry 

with a spirit of whimsy and a touch of enigmatic delight, reminiscent of chasing rainbows in a 

scientific wonderland.
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III. Methodology

To investigate the unusually intertwined realms of air pollution levels and typist employment in 

Ohio, our research team employed a blend of quantitative analysis, data mining, and a touch of 

whimsical imagination. We curated data from the Environmental Protection Agency's Air Quality

System and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, spanning the years 2003 to 2022, to ensure a 

comprehensive exploration of this seemingly serendipitous relationship.

The initial phase of our methodological odyssey involved traversing expanses of digital libraries 

and electronic repositories, akin to embarking on a quest through the labyrinthine aisles of a 

virtual library, in search of pertinent air quality data. The Environmental Protection Agency's Air 

Quality System served as our primary reservoir of atmospheric metrics, offering diverse indices 

ranging from ozone levels to particulate matter concentrations. 

Upon gathering these air quality metrics, we navigated through the digital sea of internet 

repositories, much like intrepid sailors charting their course across uncharted waters, to procure 

occupational data related to typist employment in Ohio. The Bureau of Labor Statistics emerged 

as our steadfast beacon, providing us with the occupational tapestry of typists interspersed across

the state.

With our data treasure trove acquired, we proceeded to construct a robust statistical framework, 

wielding complex mathematical algorithms as deftly as a maestro orchestrating a symphony. 

Leveraging correlation analysis techniques, including Pearson's correlation coefficient and 
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Spearman's rank correlation, we unraveled the perplexing dance between air pollution levels and 

typist employment figures. 

In the spirit of academic thoroughness (and a hint of levity), we adopted a comprehensive 

approach to explore potential confounding variables and alternative interpretations, akin to 

unraveling the twists and turns of a zany detective novel. Sensitivity analyses and robustness 

checks were conducted to ensure the resilience of our findings in the face of hypothetical outlier 

scenarios and quizzical anomalies.

Lastly, to encapsulate the essence of our methodology with a sprinkle of scholarly whimsy, we 

engaged in interactive brainstorming sessions, playfully pondering the prospective explanations 

of our findings, much like intrepid explorers musing on the perplexities of a peculiar artifact 

uncovered in an archaeological dig. These lighthearted musings, albeit outside the confines of 

traditional statistical rigor, fostered creative contemplation and fostered a sense of inquisitive 

delight in our perplexing discoveries.

Anticipation flourished, anticipation not dissimilar to a festive troupe of circus performers 

gearing up for an extraordinary act, as we embarked on the empirical journey to unravel this 

enigmatic connection between the atmospheric ballet of Mount Vernon, Ohio, and the rhythmic 

clatter of typewriter keys across the expanse of the Buckeye State.

IV. Results

The statistical analysis of the relationship between air pollution levels in Mount Vernon, Ohio 

and the number of typists in Ohio produced intriguing results. Over the period from 2003 to 
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2022, our research uncovered a robust correlation coefficient of 0.9020436, indicating a strong 

positive relationship between these seemingly unrelated variables. The coefficient of 

determination (r-squared) stood at 0.8136827, affirming that approximately 81.4% of the 

variation in the number of typists can be explained by changes in air pollution levels in Mount 

Vernon, Ohio. Moreover, the p-value being less than 0.01 suggests that this relationship is 

statistically significant.

The scatterplot depicted in Figure 1 displays a clear, linear pattern, emphasizing the compelling 

nature of the association unearthed by our analysis. The figure showcases the tight bond between

air pollution and the number of typists, perhaps shedding light on a unique symbiosis that 

transcends the confines of conventional occupational correlations.

Although our findings may initially provoke a raised eyebrow or two, they highlight the 

unexpectedly whimsical interplay between seemingly unrelated factors. The connection between 

air pollution and typists in Ohio beckons a closer inspection, serving as a reminder that even in 

the realm of empirical investigation, surprises await around every statistical corner.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year
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V. Discussion

The findings of our study have unveiled an unlikely yet robust link between the air pollution 

levels in Mount Vernon, Ohio and the number of typists in the state, demonstrating that statistical

analysis can sometimes lead us down whimsically unexpected paths. The resulting correlation 

coefficient of 0.9020436 exemplifies the tight bond between these seemingly unrelated variables,

making us wonder if one can literally "breathe new life" into the typist profession by inhaling a 

lungful of Mount Vernon air.

Our investigation has lent credence to the unorthodox musings of internet memes and quirky 

fiction works that have teased at the interplay between air quality and the typewriter's earnest 

clatter. Who could have imagined that amidst the idyllic charm of Mount Vernon and the 

nostalgic resurgence of typewriting, a subtle dance of statistical significance was taking place, 

akin to a serendipitous typewriter symphony against the backdrop of a polluted sky?

While our results may prompt a chuckle or two, they underscore the importance of casting a 

wide net in scientific inquiry, as sometimes the most unexpected relationships are the ones that 

merit the most attention. As whimsical as it may seem, the connection between Mount Vernon's 

atmospheric conditions and Ohio's typist population raises fascinating questions about the 

intricate tapestry of environmental influences on occupational trends. After all, who wouldn't 

want to type amidst the ethereal dance of ozone or craft prose amidst the pitter-patter of airborne 

particulates?

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Although the precise mechanisms underpinning this correlation remain elusive, our results echo 

the speculative ponderings of the Typist Enthusiasts Society and Novel Author, who so 

charmingly wove tales of air pollution's improbable effects on the typewriter-laden landscape of 

Ohio. As we delve deeper into this curious relationship, we are reminded of the whimsically 

enigmatic nature of empirical investigation and the need to approach unexpected correlations 

with a spirit of scholarly wonder.

In unraveling the quirky bond between air pollution in Mount Vernon and the number of typists 

in Ohio, our study emphasizes that even the most lighthearted inquiries can yield intriguing 

insights. Indeed, our statistical escapade through the ozone-imbued typewriter labyrinth has 

bolstered the notion that in the scientific realm, as in life, expect the unexpected - and don't be 

surprised if you find a typewriter waiting amidst the haze.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has unraveled a surprising and robust correlation between air pollution 

levels in Mount Vernon, Ohio and the quantity of typists in the state of Ohio. The statistical 

analysis revealed a strong positive relationship, suggesting that approximately 81.4% of the 

variation in the number of typists can be attributed to changes in air pollution levels. While the 

precise mechanisms driving this association remain as enigmatic as deciphering a cryptic 

crossword puzzle, our findings prompt a blend of amusement and contemplation regarding the 

whimsical interplay between environmental conditions and occupational trends.
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The implications of our research carry connotations as intriguing as a treasure chest at the end of 

a rainbow, enticing further speculative ponderings. From the notion of "typing through the haze" 

to the concept of "pollutant-induced typist recruitment," our study invites both mirth and 

reflection on the unexpected synergies that permeate the fabric of empirical inquiry. In the grand 

tapestry of academic exploration, our findings beckon a nod to the whimsical marvels that await 

in the seemingly peculiar corridors of scientific investigation.

While this study has punctuated the academic discourse with a dash of whimsy and unexpected 

revelations, it boldly asserts that no further research in this area is necessary. For in the words of 

the famous writer J.R.R. Tolkien, "not all those who wander are lost," but some quest-worthy 

treasures are best left undisturbed.
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