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Abstract

In  this  study,  we  delve  into  the  quirky  world  of  the
correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
"Alton" and the victories of the Kansas City Royals. By
tapping  into  databases  from  the  US  Social  Security
Administration  and  Baseball-Reference.com,  we
unearthed surprising results. Our research team uncovered
a striking correlation coefficient of 0.6182514 with a p-
value less than 0.01 for the period spanning from 1975 to
2022. This investigation sheds light on the realm where
appellations  and  achievements  intersect,  offering  a
lighthearted perspective on the unexpected ways in which
seemingly unrelated factors can converge. So, for all the
Altons out there: your name may just be the secret mojo
for the Royals!

1. Introduction

Welcome,  fellow academics  and esteemed readers,
to  this  unorthodox  exploration  into  the  whimsical
world where the allure of names collides with the
thrill of victory. Today, we embark on a journey to
unravel  the  enthralling  connection  between  the
popularity  of  the  first  name "Alton"  and the  wins
racked up by the Kansas City Royals. This curious
endeavor was inspired by a shared love for statistical
oddities  and  a  penchant  for  diving  into  uncharted
territory in the realm of research.

As scientists, we often find ourselves captivated by
the allure of numbers, the subtleties of correlations,
and the thrill of uncovering improbable associations.
What  seemingly  absurd  relationships  might  lie
hidden  within  the  sea  of  data  waiting  to  be
discovered? The amalgamation of baseball statistics
and the intriguing sway of baby names provides us
with  an  unprecedented  opportunity  to  explore  this
atypical convergence.

The  genesis  of  this  study  lies  in  our  collective
musings  about  the  peculiar  influence  that  names
could wield over the fortunes of sports teams. Could
it be that the name "Alton" possesses an unassuming
yet  potent  sway  over  the  Kansas  City  Royals'
successes? While initially greeted with chuckles and
quizzical  glances,  this  notion  kindled  a  spark  of
curiosity, propelling us towards this unconventional
investigation.
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Upon  delving  deep  into  the  archives  of  the  US
Social  Security  Administration  and  Baseball-
Reference.com,  we  were  met  with  a  labyrinth  of
data,  replete  with statistical  nuggets  waiting to  be
unearthed. Our odyssey led us to the unearthing of a
correlation coefficient of 0.6182514, with a p-value
less  than  0.01,  spanning  the  stretch  of  time  from
1975  to  2022.  Indeed,  the  significance  of  this
correlation  prompted  fervent  debate,  considerable
head-scratching,  and  a  fair  share  of  incredulous
glances within our research team.

In the grand tapestry of research, this investigation
offers a refreshing departure  from the somber and
stoic traditions of statistical analysis. It stands as a
testament  to  the  whimsy  and  caprice  that
occasionally  permeates  the  scientific  pursuit,
reminding  us  that  the  realm  of  research  can  also
embrace lightheartedness and playful curiosity.

As we venture forth into our findings, we invite you
to join us in this mirthful exploration, where names
and games intertwine to concoct an unexpected brew
of statistical intrigue. So, fasten your seatbelts, dear
readers,  for  we  are  about  to  embark  on  a
rollercoaster  ride  of  capricious  correlations  and
improbable  intersections  between  the  seemingly
unrelated. The stage is set, the data awaits, and the
intersection of Altons and Royals beckons us forth
into uncharted scientific terrain.

2. Literature Review

In  the  annals  of  scholarly  inquiry,  the  peculiar
correlations laid bare by the whims of happenstance
have  often  elicited  both  bemusement  and  genuine
intrigue. In the case of examining the link between
the  popularity  of  the  first  name  "Alton"  and  the
victories of the Kansas City Royals, the pursuit of
insights  meanders  through  a  landscape  peppered
with  unexpected  turns  and  eyebrow-raising
revelations.  To  peer  into  this  esoteric  realm,  we
embark on a trek through a diverse array of literature
that traverses realms both conventional and farcical.

Smith  and  Doe  (2005)  set  the  stage  for  our
exploration by conducting a comprehensive analysis
of  name  popularity  and  sports  outcomes.  Their
seminal  work,  “The  Name  Game:  Unearthing
Unlikely  Correlations,”  illuminates  the  potential

influence of nomenclature on athletic achievements,
laying  a  sturdy  foundation  for  our  current
investigation.  Building upon this  scholarly edifice,
Jones  (2010)  further  scrutinizes  the  nuanced
interplay  between names and games in  “Monikers
and Match Victories: Unraveling the Enigma.” Jones
expounds  upon  the  delicate  dance  of  appellations
and athletic triumphs, priming our intellectual palate
for the bizarre synchronicity we are set to unravel.

Turning to more practical tomes, we encounter “The
Baseball Almanac: A Compendium of Sporting Lore
and  Numbers,”  a  compendium  teeming  with
statistical minutiae that often veers into the realm of
absurdity. Moreover, “Baby Names: A Chronicle of
Cultural  Significance,” by the distinguished author
Lorem  Ipsum,  delves  into  the  sociocultural
underpinnings  of  nomenclature  and  its  potential
impact on diverse facets of human existence.

While  traversing  the  realm  of  fiction,  we  unearth
“The  Name  Chronicles:  Tales  of  Destiny  and
Monikers,”  a  collection  of  whimsical  stories  that
whimsically depict the fantastical consequences that
arise from the mere utterance of a particular name.
Additionally,  “Baseball  Bizarre:  An  Anthology  of
Weird  and  Wacky  Stories  from  the  Diamond”
regales readers with improbable anecdotes from the
world of  baseball,  hinting at  the  surreal  links  that
can bind seemingly unrelated phenomena.

Venturing  beyond  the  conventional  bounds  of
scholarly inquiry, our quest for insight has led us to
unexpected  sources.  In  perusing  the  enigmatic
labyrinth of CVS receipts, we stumbled upon cryptic
hints  and  insinuations  that  suggested  an  unearthly
wisdom lurking amidst mundane retail transactions.
While seemingly unrelated to our scholarly pursuits,
these  chance  encounters  proved  serendipitous,
imbuing  us  with  a  sense  of  levity  and
unpredictability  that  mirrored  the  very  essence  of
our research endeavor.

As we traverse  this diverse array of  literature,  the
undercurrent of merriment and absurdity imbues our
quest  for  knowledge  with  a  spirit  of  irreverent
curiosity. With this eclectic blend of sources guiding
our  inquiry,  we  stand  poised  to  unravel  the
fantastical nexus where the name "Alton" intersects
with the triumphs of the Kansas City Royals, armed
with a blend of scholarly rigor and whimsical fervor.
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Stay  tuned as  we  plunge  headlong  into  the  realm
where  statistical  oddities  and  playful  curiosity
converge  to  reveal  the  improbable  threads  that
weave together names and victories. The stage is set
for a riotous romp through an unorthodox landscape
of research, where the unexpected beckons and the
absurd holds sway.

3. Methodology

To dissect the enigmatic connection between the first
name "Alton" and the triumphs of the Kansas City
Royals,  our  research team embarked on a  journey
through  a  labyrinth  of  data  mining  and  statistical
jiggery-pokery.  The  quest  began  with  a
comprehensive plundering of the US Social Security
Administration’s  treasure  trove  of  baby  names,
where we plundered and pillaged data spanning from
1975 to 2022. Our noble band of intrepid researchers
meticulously charted the rise and fall  of  the name
"Alton" in the annals of nomenclature.

With a hearty supply of baby name data firmly in
hand, we navigated towards the unexplored shores
of Baseball-Reference.com, where the mesmerizing
saga of  the  Kansas  City  Royals’ victories  awaited
our scrutiny. Armed with an arsenal of spreadsheets
and a trusty compass (that also conveniently doubled
as  a  bottle  opener),  we  scoured  through  the
tumultuous  tides  of  baseball  statistics,  sifting
through the ebb and flow of  victories  and defeats
like savvy treasure hunters hunting for elusive booty.

Our perilous voyage led us to the embarkation point
of data analysis, where we harnessed the formidable
power of correlation coefficients and p-values. The
mystical art of statistical analysis was deployed with
precision  and  guile,  as  we  sought  to  unveil  the
hidden threads linking a seemingly ordinary name to
the rollercoaster fortunes of a baseball team.

Now, brace yourselves,  fellow adventurers,  for  the
arcane rituals of data analysis were performed with
meticulous precision using state-of-the-art statistical
software.  Through  the  incantations  of  SPSS,  we
summoned  correlation  coefficients,  p-values,  and
confidence  intervals  to  unfurl  the  veil  of  mystery
cloaking the connection between the name "Alton"
and the Kansas City Royals' triumphs.

In  the  tradition  of  grand  scientific  escapades,  our
journey through the seas of data was fraught  with
peril, marked by the occasional outlandish diversion
and  a  smattering  of  eccentric  detours.  But  lo  and
behold,  amidst  the  chaos  of  spreadsheets  and
statistical acrobatics, we emerged victoriously with a
correlation coefficient  of  0.6182514 and a  p-value
less than 0.01, akin to a haul of treasure beyond the
wildest dreams of a parched data hunter.

Thus,  dear  readers,  our  methodology  stands  as  a
testament  to  the  daring  exploits  and  intrepid
maneuvers that featured in our quest to unravel the
perplexing nexus between Altons and Royals, a feat
that  involved  equal  parts  statistical  wizardry  and
swashbuckling intrigue. In the splendid tapestry of
scientific  adventures,  this  investigation  reigns
supreme  as  an  unorthodox  odyssey  into  the
whimsical terrain where names and games converge
in a symphony of statistical serendipity.

4. Results

In the exhilarating realm of statistical analysis, our
research  team  unearthed  a  noteworthy  correlation
between the popularity of the first name "Alton" and
the victories of  the Kansas  City Royals.  Spanning
the epoch from 1975 to 2022, our findings revealed
a  correlation  coefficient  of  0.6182514  with  an  r-
squared value of 0.3822348, and a p < 0.01. These
results set the stage for an amusing and unexpected
interplay between appellations and achievements.

Fig. 1 illustrates the prodigious bond we uncovered,
showcasing  a  scatterplot  that  vividly  captures  the
robust  correlation  between  the  prevalence  of  the
name "Alton" and the triumphs of the Kansas City
Royals.  This  compelling  visual  representation
encapsulates the captivating nexus where names and
games converge, providing a whimsical glimpse into
the incredible world of statistical anomalies.

The magnitude of this correlation left our research
team  in  awe,  prompting  a  flurry  of  whimsical
musings  and  spirited  discussions  about  the
improbable  ways  in  which  names  and  victories
intersect. While our initial foray into this exploration
may  have  been  met  with  skeptical  grins  and
quizzical glances, the data unequivocally speaks to
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the  extraordinary  affinity  that  the  name  "Alton"
shares with the fortunes of the Kansas City Royals.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our findings shed light on an extraordinary facet of
the  statistical  landscape,  one  that  teems  with
surprises and merry eccentricities.  This unexpected
correlation  invites  us  to  embrace  the  unrestrained
caprice  that  occasionally  permeates  the  rigidity  of
scientific  inquiry,  reminding  us  that  the  world  of
research can also be a playground for lighthearted
curiosity and mirthful exploration.

In  this  delightful  saga  of  Altons  and  Royals,  our
research  endeavors  have  unearthed  a  captivating
confluence,  where  the  seemingly  incongruent
elements  of  names  and  victories  intertwine  in  an
enchanting and whimsical dance. The significance of
this  discovery  extends  beyond  the  bounds  of
statistical analysis, offering a vivacious reminder of
the serendipitous and amusing revelations that await
in the unexplored recesses of scientific inquiry.

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  this  study  reveal  a  surprisingly
strong  correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the
name "Alton" and the victories of the Kansas City
Royals. While some may find this correlation absurd
or even comical, our results stand as a testament to
the  delightful  and  unpredictable  ways  in  which
peculiar associations can emerge from the labyrinth
of statistical analysis.

Our investigation aligns with the work of Smith and
Doe (2005),  who first  broached the topic of name
popularity  and  sports  outcomes.  Just  when  we

thought  their  “The  Name  Game:  Unearthing
Unlikely  Correlations”  was  a  mere  literary
excursion, our study whimsically asserts: "Hold my
petri dish!", as we validate their prior insights with
our  enchanting  discovery.  Similarly,  Jones  (2010)
must be entertained by the fact that our findings lend
empirical weight to his musings on "Monikers and
Match  Victories:  Unraveling  the  Enigma."  We
suspect that these scholars,  much like us, harbor a
fondness  for  scholarly  jest  and  improbable
revelations.

However,  our  results  extend  beyond  the  mere
validation  of  prior  research.  The  correlation
coefficient of 0.6182514 irrefutably emphasizes the
improbable yet enchanting bond between the name
"Alton"  and  the  successes  of  the  Kansas  City
Royals.  It  is  as  though statistics,  in  their  mirthful
wisdom,  have  conspired  to  craft  a  whimsical  tale
that  transcends the predictable  realms of  scientific
inquiry, beckoning us to embrace the playful caprice
that occasionally graces our statistical endeavors.

Fig.  1  -  fondly  referred  to  by  our  team  as  "The
Royals  and  the  Name Game"  -  serves  as  a  visual
testament  to  this  improbable  romance.  Who knew
that a scatterplot could encapsulate such a charming
narrative  of  names  and  victories  entwined  in
statistical reverie? As scientists, we are accustomed
to  the  staid  rigors  of  numerical  analysis,  but  this
correlation  has  struck  a  harmonious,  albeit
capricious, chord with our mirthful sensibilities.

In perusing our list of references, we remember the
unexpected  insights  gleaned  from  "The  Baseball
Almanac:  A  Compendium  of  Sporting  Lore  and
Numbers"  and  "The  Name  Chronicles:  Tales  of
Destiny  and  Monikers."  Indeed,  these  seemingly
disparate works have furnished us with an irreverent
camaraderie on this curious odyssey, as we navigate
through  the  scientific  landscape  with  a  blend  of
scholarly fervor and whimsical curiosity.

In  conclusion,  our  findings  inspire  a  buoyant
celebration  of  the  fantastical  and  the  unexpected
within the domain of empirical inquiry. So, to all the
Altons  out  there  -  your  name  might  just  be  the
whimsical wand waving behind the victories of the
Kansas City Royals, embarking on statistical capers
and  confounding  the  predictable  rhythms  of
research.
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6. Conclusion

In the wildly whimsical world of statistical findings,
our  investigation  into  the  correlation  between  the
frequency of the first name "Alton" and the triumphs
of the Kansas City Royals has yielded astonishing
results.  The  data  paints  a  picture  of  an  unlikely
intertwining between appellations and achievements,
showcasing  a  correlation  coefficient  that  not  only
raised  eyebrows  but  also  sparked  lively  debates
amongst  our  research  team.  The  playful  interplay
between the moniker "Alton" and the victories of the
Royals offers a humorous reminder that in the quirky
realm  of  scientific  inquiry,  surprises  lurk  around
every corner.

As we reflect on this offbeat odyssey of Altons and
Royals,  it  becomes evident  that  the intersection of
names and games can harbor unexpected revelations.
Our findings stand as a testament to the delightful
caprice  that  infuses  the  scientific  pursuit,
demonstrating that statistical analyses can also be a
playground  for  playful  curiosity  and  lighthearted
exploration. Furthermore, the correlation coefficient
of  0.6182514  with  a  p-value  less  than  0.01  from
1975  to  2022  unearths  a  peculiar  yet  compelling
connection,  leaving  us  with  a  whimsical  array  of
statistical  oddities  that  elicit  more  than  a  few
chuckles.

The  scatterplot  vividly  captures  the  robust
correlation  we  uncovered,  portraying  a  comical
dance of Altons and Royals that defies conventional
scientific  expectations.  In  this  convivial  saga  of
statistical  anomalies,  we  have  stumbled  upon  an
unlikely  bond  that  transcends  the  boundaries  of
traditional research, infusing the scientific landscape
with a refreshing dash of levity and mirth.

In  conclusion,  this  study  serves  as  a  lighthearted
testament  to  the  idiosyncrasies  and  jests  that  can
arise  within  the  pursuit  of  scholarly  inquiry.  The
exhilarating  nexus  of  Altons  and Royals  has  been
probed,  offering  a  jubilant  ride  through  the
unforeseen  recesses  of  statistical  exploration.
Consequently,  it  is  our  resolute  assertion  that  no
further research is needed to ascertain the delightful
rapport between the name "Alton" and the victories
of  the  Kansas  City  Royals.  After  all,  who  needs

more data when you have the jubilant jive of Altons
and Royals to tickle the statistical funny bone?
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