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Abstract

This study explores the intriguing and often overlooked
association  between  the  widespread  use  of  genetically
modified  organisms  (GMOs)  in  corn  cultivation  in
Wisconsin  and  its  potential  impact  on  the  number  of
practicing lawyers in the United States. Leveraging data
from  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture
(USDA) and the American Bar Association (ABA), this
research  presents  compelling  evidence  of  a  substantial
correlation  between  these  seemingly  disparate
phenomena.  Our  findings  reveal  a  remarkably  high
correlation coefficient  of  0.9842152,  with a  statistically
significant  p-value  of  less  than  0.01,  during the  period
from  2000  to  2022.  This  investigation  provides  novel
insights  into  the  intertwined  dynamics  of  agricultural
practices  and  professional  demographics.  While  the
specific mechanisms underlying this correlation warrant
further  investigation,  the  empirical  evidence  presented
herein  demands  attention  and  underscores  the  need  for
interdisciplinary collaboration. The implications of these
findings  are  particularly  relevant  in  the  context  of
contemporary  societal  challenges  and  the  evolving
landscape of legal and agricultural policy. Embracing the
lighthearted  nature  of  this  unusual  correlation,  our
research  encourages  readers  to  recognize  the  humor
amidst  the  statistical  rigor  and  consider  the
interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated phenomena in
our complex world.

1. Introduction

The intersection of genetically modified organisms
(GMOs) in agriculture and the number of practicing
lawyers may not seem like the most obvious pairing,
but as we delve into the data, a kernel of correlation
begins  to  emerge.  While  the  relationship  between
GMO  corn  cultivation  in  Wisconsin  and  the
burgeoning legal profession across the United States
may appear as enigmatic as the proverbial chicken-
and-egg  scenario,  our  investigation  aims  to  shed
light on this curious phenomenon.

Genetically modified corn, or as the cool kids call it,
"GMO  corn",  has  become  a  staple  of  modern
agriculture, offering traits that are, dare we say, ear-
resistible in their ability to enhance crop yield and
resist  pests.  Conversely,  the legal  landscape,  much
like a corn maze, can be both labyrinthine and full of
twists and turns. As we embark on this investigation,
we acknowledge the inherent comicality of probing
into  the  correlation  between  these  seemingly
incongruous subjects. However, before we delve into
the  statistical  intricacies,  let’s  not  shuck  the
significance  of  this  study  in  uncovering  the  cob-
nection between GMO corn and the legal industry.

Our  endeavor  into  this  unexpected  link  is
underpinned by a rigorous analysis of data sourced
from the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture
(USDA) and the American Bar Association (ABA).
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We are  not  simply  stalking  a-stalk-ed  figures,  but
rather,  we  are  probing  for  empirical  evidence that
will  have  us  all  ears.  Our  aim  is  to  navigate  the
statistical  maize  to  reveal  patterns  that  may  have
previously remained husked. 

By peeling back the layers of data and employing
robust  statistical  techniques,  we  aim  to  provide
objective  evidence  of  the  correlation  between  the
adoption of GMO corn in Wisconsin and the number
of  lawyers  in  the  United  States.  Our  findings
promise  to  kernel-ate  new  discussions  and  offer
fresh  perspectives  on  the  intertwined  nature  of
agricultural  practices  and  professional
demographics.

As we embark on this peculiar odyssey of discovery,
we invite the reader to embrace the humor inherent
in  such  an  unexpected  correlation.  The
amalgamation of science, statistics, and legal jargon
may seem as mismatched as corn and chocolate, but
our  research  endeavours  to  shed  light  on  the
interconnectedness of seemingly disparate domains.
So, let us embark on this adventurous journey, armed
with  data  and  a  penchant  for  poking  fun  at  the
curious  correlations  that  lurk  within  the  world  of
statistical analysis.

2. Literature Review

The  connection  between  the  use  of  genetically
modified organisms (GMOs) in corn cultivation in
Wisconsin and the number of lawyers in the United
States  has  been  a  subject  of  extensive  scholarly
inquiry.  Smith  et  al.  (2015)  conducted  a
comprehensive analysis of agricultural trends in the
Midwest  and  their  impact  on  professional
demographics,  uncovering  intriguing  associations
that  extend  beyond  traditional  economic  realms.
However,  while  Smith  et  al.'s  work  provides
valuable insights, the cornfield of correlation is far
from harvested. 

Moving beyond traditional academic literature, our
investigation extends into the realms of popular non-
fiction,  including  "The  Omnivore's  Dilemma"  by
Michael  Pollan  and  "Guns,  Germs,  and  Steel"  by
Jared  Diamond.  These  works,  while  not  directly
addressing the correlation at hand, provide essential
context  for  understanding  the  complex  interplay

between  agricultural  practices  and  societal
dynamics. In a similar vein, fictional works such as
"Jurassic  Park"  by  Michael  Crichton  and  "The
Pelican  Brief"  by  John  Grisham  offer  allegorical
interpretations  of  the  potential  ramifications  of
genetically  modified  organisms  on  legal
frameworks,  albeit  in  a  significantly  more
dramatized fashion.

Moreover,  it  is  essential  to  consider  the  insights
gleaned from social media platforms, where musings
on  the  juxtaposition  of  GMO  corn  and  the  legal
profession  abound.  Tweets  such  as  "Is  the
proliferation of GMOs leading to an increased need
for legal expertise, or am I just cob-templating too
much?" (@CornLaw123) have surfaced on a regular
basis,  provoking both serious  discourse  and corny
puns  alike.  While  not  forming  the  bedrock  of
empirical  evidence,  these  informal  observations
underscore the public’s fascination with this atypical
correlation and its potential societal implications.

In  light  of  this  diverse  body  of  literature  and
commentary,  our own empirical  investigation aims
to  add  a  kernel  of  evidence  to  this  enigmatic
correlation,  shedding  light  on  the  intricate  cob-
nection that exists between GMO corn in Wisconsin
and the number of lawyers nationwide.

3. Methodology

In order to unravel the potential association between
the proliferation of  GMO corn in the heartland of
Wisconsin and the expansion of the legal profession
throughout  the  United  States,  our  research  team
employed  a  methodological  approach  that  was  as
thorough  as  it  was  lighthearted.  Leveraging  data
spanning  from  the  year  2000  to  2022,  we
endeavored  to  corncentrate  on  the  empirical
evidence  and  kernal  of  truth  underlying  this
unexpected correlation. 

Data Collection:

The  agricultural  data  pertaining  to  the  production
and  adoption  of  GMO  corn  in  Wisconsin  was
primarily sourced from the USDA, a veritable corn-
ucopia of information on crop cultivation across the
nation. The statistics regarding the burgeoning legal
profession  were  obtained  from  the  American  Bar
Association,  which  served  as  our  legal  loquacious
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guide  in  navigating  the  data  landscape.  We
meticulously harvested and husked data from these
sources,  ensuring  that  they  were  ear-marked  for
statistical analysis.

Preprocessing and Cleaning:

Just  as  a  farmer  meticulously  tends  to  their
cornfields,  we nurtured and groomed the collected
data through extensive preprocessing and cleaning.
Any  outliers  or  data  inconsistencies  were
meticulously threshed out, leaving behind a pristine
dataset that was as smooth as buttered corn on the
cob. 

Variable Selection:

To capture the essence of the relationship between
GMO corn and the legal  profession,  we identified
key  variables  such  as  the  acreage  of  GMO  corn
cultivation in Wisconsin and the number  of active
lawyers in the United States. These variables were
chosen with the precision of a corn farmer selecting
prime  kernels  for  planting,  ensuring  that  they
encapsulated the essence of our research question.

Statistical Analysis:

With our dataset primed and ready for analysis, we
employed a suite of statistical methods including but
not  limited  to  correlation  analysis,  regression
modeling, and time series analysis. Like a seasoned
chef  preparing  a  delightful  corn  chowder,  we
carefully  stirred  these  statistical  techniques  to
uncover the hidden patterns and associations within
the data. The statistical software used for analysis,
much like a trusty tractor in the fields, provided the
horsepower  required  to  plough  through  the  data
landscape and reveal the underlying relationships.

Sensitivity Analysis:

In acknowledgement of the nuanced nature of both
agricultural  practices  and  legal  dynamics,  we
conducted  sensitivity  analyses  to  assess  the
robustness of our findings. This allowed us to weed
out  any  spurious  correlations  and  ensure  that  our
results were as crisp and reliable as a freshly-picked
ear of sweet corn in the Midwest.

This  methodological  approach  allowed  us  to
decipher  the  statistical  cob-nection  between  GMO
corn  cultivation  in  Wisconsin  and  the  number  of

lawyers  in  the  United  States.  Our  results  are
bounded  to  maize  expectations,  shedding  light  on
the intriguing correlation between these seemingly
unrelated domains while underscoring the need for
further interdisciplinary research.

4. Results

The results of our investigation yielded a remarkable
correlation between the use of genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) in corn cultivation in Wisconsin
and the number of lawyers in the United States. Our
data  analysis  revealed  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9842152,  indicating a robust,  almost  cornvincing
relationship between these two seemingly unrelated
variables. Moreover, the coefficient of determination
(R-squared)  of  0.9686796  suggested  that  a
considerable  proportion  of  the  variability  in  the
number of lawyers can be explained by the adoption
of GMO corn in Wisconsin. In addition, the p-value
of  less  than  0.01  further  reinforces  the  statistical
strength  of  this  correlation,  indicating  that  the
likelihood of this relationship occurring by chance is
exceedingly small.

Fig. 1 illustrates this noteworthy correlation through
a  scatterplot,  showcasing  the  strong,  almost  ear-
resistible linear relationship between the adoption of
GMO corn in Wisconsin and the number of lawyers
in  the  United  States.  This  graphic  representation
visually  encapsulates  the  strikingly  close  linkage,
emphasizing  the  potential  impact  of  agricultural
practices on the legal profession.

The implications  of  these findings are  as  thought-
provoking as  they  are  humorous.  This  unexpected
correlation  highlights  the  interconnectedness  of
diverse societal phenomena, inviting us to navigate
the  statistical  maize  with  an  open  mind  and  a
willingness to find the cob-nections where they may
least  be  expected.  The  humor  inherent  in  this
correlation  should  not  detract  from  its  statistical
significance, but rather, it serves as a reminder of the
delightful  surprises  that  can  be  unearthed  through
rigorous empirical analysis.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our investigation paves the way for future research
to  delve  deeper  into  the  underlying  mechanisms
driving this correlation and to  explore the  broader
implications for agricultural and legal policy. As we
contemplate the fascinating interplay between GMO
corn and the legal profession, we are reminded that
even in the realm of statistics, there is always room
for a kernel of humor. After all,  in statistics,  as in
life, a little levity can often be the yeast of a good
analysis.

5. Discussion

The results of our investigation support and expand
upon the existing literature, lending statistical weight
to the peculiar  cob-nection between GMO corn in
Wisconsin and the number of lawyers in the United
States. Smith et al.'s (2015) prior analysis hinted at
the tantalizing possibility of a correlation,  and our
findings  confirm  this  link  with  an  almost  ear-
resistible  level  of  significance.  The  robust
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9842152  that  we
unearthed  aligns  closely  with  Smith  et  al.'s
conjectures,  affirming  that  the  pull  of  GMO corn
extends far beyond the reaches of the cornfield.

Our empirical investigation goes beyond traditional
scholarly sources to leverage insights from popular
literature,  embracing  the  broader  context  provided
by Michael Pollan and Jared Diamond. Their works,
while not overtly addressing our correlation, offer an
essential backdrop for understanding the underlying
fabric of our statistical cob-nection. Furthermore, the
light-hearted  musings  of  social  media  users,  as
evidenced  by  the  tweet  from  @CornLaw123,
underscore  the  public's  engagement  with  the
enigmatic cob-nection between GMO corn and the

legal  profession.  While  not  constituting  empirical
evidence, these informal observations shed light on
the multifaceted nature of this correlation, and keep
our theoretical ears to the ground.

The statistical robustness of our findings, with a p-
value of less than 0.01, reinforces the notion that this
linkage is not a mere statistical cob-incidence. The
correlation's  almost  comically  high  coefficient  of
determination  also  provides  unequivocal  evidence
that  a significant proportion of the variance in the
number  of  lawyers  can  be  dissected,  kernel  by
kernel, by the adoption of GMO corn in Wisconsin.
This  is  not  just  food  for  thought;  it's  statistical
nourishment for the curious mind.

Although  the  exact  mechanisms  underlying  this
correlation remain shrouded in mystery, our findings
not only testify to the statistical significance of the
cob-nection but also prompt further exploration into
the grassroots of this relationship. As we ponder the
consequences of our findings, we are reminded that,
in  the  world of  empirical  research,  sometimes the
most  unexpected  corncerns  lead  us  to  the  most
intriguing statistical stalks. 

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  provides  compelling
evidence of a remarkably high correlation between
the use of GMO corn in Wisconsin and the number
of  lawyers  in  the  United  States.  The  statistically
significant  findings  highlight  the  profound
interconnectedness  of  agricultural  practices  and
professional demographics, prompting us to ponder
the  cob-nections  that  lie  beneath  the  surface  of
seemingly disparate phenomena. While the specific
causative  mechanisms  remain  as  elusive  as  a
cornstalk  in  a  field  of  maize,  our  research
underscores  the  ear-resistible  nature  of  this
correlation  and  reinforces  the  imperative  of
interdisciplinary  collaboration  in  unraveling  the
mysteries of statistical agriculture.

The  implications  of  this  correlation  extend  far
beyond  the  confines  of  statistical  analysis,
demonstrating  the  potential  impact  of  agricultural
practices on the legal profession. As we contemplate
the  intricate  dance  of  GMO  corn  and  lawyers,  it
becomes clear that the labyrinthine legal landscape
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may hold more cob-nections to agricultural practices
than  meets  the  eye.  This  prompts  us  to  approach
statistical  inquiry  with  a  lighthearted  spirit,
appreciating the humor amidst the robust empirical
rigor.

With a correlation coefficient of 0.9842152 and a p-
value  of  less  than  0.01,  the  statistical  maize  has
yielded a bountiful harvest of insights, inviting us to
recognize  the  delightful  surprises  that  can  sprout
from  rigorous  empirical  analysis.  Our  findings,
encapsulated  in  the  striking scatterplot,  serve as  a
poignant  reminder  that  even  in  the  realm  of
statistics, there is room for a kernel of humor.

In light of these compelling results, we assert with
confidence that no further research is needed in this
area.  The  a-maize-ing  correlation  between  GMO
corn in Wisconsin and the number of lawyers in the
United States has been traversed with statistical rigor
and humor, leaving no cob unturned.
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