
Journal of Sports Science and Unlikely Correlations (2024) 46, 55-68

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

Kerosene Kouzelný: Connecting NCAA Men's 
Lacrosse Div I Championship Final Point Differential 
and Kerosene Consumption in Czechia

Caleb Henderson, Andrew Torres, Gregory P Tucker

Center for Scientific Advancement; Berkeley, California

KEYWORDS

NCAA Men's Lacrosse, Division I Championship, point differential, kerosene consumption, 
Czechia, correlation, statistical analysis, unusual relationship, NCAA data, Energy Information 
Administration, lacrosse match intensity

Abstract

In this paper, we delve into the unlikely and, some might say, absurd relationship between the final point 
differentials of the NCAA Men's Lacrosse Division I Championship and the consumption of kerosene in 
the picturesque country of Czechia. While one might initially dismiss these two variables as being entirely 
unrelated, our rigorous analysis has uncovered a surprising correlation that cannot be easily explained 
away. Utilizing data from the NCAA and the Energy Information Administration, we meticulously 
scrutinized the association between these seemingly disparate factors from 1993 to 2022, revealing a 
correlation coefficient of 0.5362108 with a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01. As we unravel 
the enigmatic connection between the intensity of lacrosse matches and the utilization of kerosene in 
Czechia, we invite readers to suspend disbelief and embark on a scholarly journey filled with unexpected 
findings, humorously peculiar observations, and perhaps the occasional well-placed pun.
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1. Introduction

     The world of academic research often
leads  us  down unexpected  and,  at  times,
downright  bizarre  paths.  In  this  vein,  our
study  aims  to  shed  light  on  the  peculiar
relationship  between  the  final  point

differentials  of  the  NCAA Men's  Lacrosse
Division  I  Championship  and  the
consumption of kerosene in the enchanting
land of Czechia. While these may seem to
be disparate variables as starkly different as
night and day, we've plunged headfirst into
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the  data  to  unravel  the  mysteries  that  lie
beneath the surface.

     Now, one might wonder, why on earth
would  anyone  even  think  to  explore  the
connection  between  a  thrilling  lacrosse
showdown and the fuel consumption trends
in a central  European country? Well,  dear
reader,  let  us  reassure  you  that  this
seemingly  incongruous  pairing  is  not  the
result  of  a  researcher's  late-night  caffeine
overdose  but  rather  the  product  of  an
inquisitive mind determined to unearth the
unexpected and peculiar.

     As  we  embark  on  this  academic
escapade, it is essential to acknowledge the
inherent  skepticism  that  arises  when
juxtaposing  such  dissimilar  variables.
However,  it  is  precisely  in  the  face  of
skepticism  that  the  seeds  of  remarkable
discovery often lie. We invite you to join us
on  this  intellectual  rollercoaster,  brimming
with statistical analyses, data visualizations,
and,  dare  we  say,  a  sprinkle  of  statistical
magic. And who knows, by the end of this
paper, you might find yourself smiling at the
unlikely  connections  that  the  world  of
research and statistics has to offer.

2. Literature Review

Our  investigation  into  the  seemingly
incongruous  relationship  between the final
point  differentials  of  the  NCAA  Men's
Lacrosse Division I  Championship and the
consumption of kerosene in Czechia has led
us  to  a  myriad  of  engaging  studies  and
literary  works  that  offer  intriguing  insights
into  this  quirky  pairing.  While  this  inquiry
may appear to be an exercise in futility, we
assure  the  reader  that  the  pursuit  of
knowledge often takes us down paths less
traveled,  where  unexpected  connections
and delightful surprises await.

In  "The  Statistical  Connection  Between
Unlikely  Variables,"  Smith  et  al.  provide  a
comprehensive  overview  of  the  peculiar

correlations that can be unearthed through
rigorous  data  analysis.  While  their  focus
remains  largely  on  more  conventional
pairings,  such  as  ice  cream  consumption
and  crime  rates,  their  work  serves  as  a
testament  to  the  captivating  nature  of
statistical exploration.

Doe  and  Jones,  in  their  seminal  work
"Unraveling Unlikely Associations," push the
boundaries of traditional research by delving
into  the  unlikeliest  of  connections.  Their
exploration  of  the  correlation  between
avocado toast consumption and polar bear
populations challenges readers to embrace
the whimsical side of statistical inquiry.

Realizing  that  even  the  most  unexpected
connections can yield valuable insights, we
turned our attention to literature that might
shed light on the enigmatic bond between
lacrosse  point  differentials  and  kerosene
usage.  "The  Economics  of  Energy
Consumption in Central Europe," by Lorem,
provides  a  compelling  analysis  of  energy
trends in the region, offering a lens through
which we can begin to understand the role
of kerosene in Czechia's societal tapestry.

In  a  departure  from  the  traditional,  we
instinctively turned to the world of fiction for
inspiration, uncovering narratives that, while
not overtly related to our research, sparked
moments  of  imaginative  connection.  "The
Lacrosse  Diaries"  by  Ipsum  offers  a
rollicking tale of triumph and defeat on the
lacrosse  field,  weaving  a  narrative  that
speaks to the indomitable spirit  of  athletic
competition.

Furthermore,  "Kerosene  Chronicles"  by
Ipsum draws readers into a world where the
humble fuel  takes center stage,  prompting
us to ponder the ways in which seemingly
mundane substances can hold unforeseen
significance in the grand scheme of things.

Shifting  gears  with  a  touch  of  levity  and
childhood nostalgia, our journey through the
annals  of  pop  culture  led  us  to  unearth
unexpected  parallels  in  cartoons  and
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children's  shows.  The  animated  series
"Lacrosse Legends" and "Kerosene Capers"
provided glimpses into the worlds of  sport
and energy, serving as delightful reminders
that the unlikeliest of pairings can captivate
our  imagination  and  spark  newfound
curiosity.

As we pave the way for our study's findings,
we  invite  readers  to  embrace  the
unconventional, to see beyond the surface
and to revel in the tantalizing prospect that
even  the  most  unlikely  pairings  may  hold
truths waiting to be discovered.

3. Our approach & methods

[METHODOLOGY]

To  navigate  the  labyrinthine  landscape  of
uncovering the peculiar correlation between
the  final  point  differentials  of  the  NCAA
Men's  Lacrosse  Division  I  Championship
and the kerosene consumption in Czechia,
our research team employed a methodology
that could only be described as a fusion of
meticulous  precision  and  whimsical
exploration.

Firstly, we scoured the vast expanses of the
internet,  diligently  collecting  data  from
various  sources,  with  a  keen  focus  on
extracting  information  from  the  NCAA
database  and  the  Energy  Information
Administration.  We  then  engaged  in  an
elaborate  dance  of  data  cleaning  and
wrangling, ensuring that our dataset was as
pristine  as  an  unopened  beaker  in  a
laboratory.

Our  analysis  encompassed  a  time  span
stretching from 1993 to 2022, allowing us to
encapsulate the fluctuations and trends that
unfolded over nearly three decades. As the
saying  goes,  "all  good  research  is  as
thorough  as  a  lab  technician  meticulously
measuring  reagents,"  and  so  it  was  with
great care that we compiled and curated our
dataset for in-depth analysis.

To lay the groundwork for our investigation,
we  employed  various  statistical  methods,
including regression analysis, to dissect the
relationship  between  the  final  point
differentials  of  the  scintillating  lacrosse
battles and the consumption of kerosene in
the  captivating  realm  of  Czechia.  We
meticulously  scrutinized  the  quantitative
data,  devising  elaborate  algorithms  that
would  put  a  mathematician's  love  for
precision to shame.

As our analysis unfolded, we delved into the
world of correlation coefficients, confidence
intervals,  and  p-values,  armed  with  the
belief that rigorous statistical methods would
reveal the unexpected nexus between these
seemingly  unrelated  variables.  Our
statistical  toolkit  bore  the  weight  of  our
inquiry,  serving  as  a  trustworthy  guide
through  the  wilderness  of  data  ambiguity
and surprise relationships.

Furthermore,  our  approach did  not  merely
confine itself to the sterile realm of numbers
and  figures.  We  also  sought  to  employ
qualitative  explorations,  diving  into  the
cultural  nuances  of  lacrosse  and  the
intricate  tapestry  of  Czechia's  societal
fabric.  It  is  in  the  interplay  of  quantitative
rigor  and  qualitative  insights  that  our
investigation truly found its vibrant flair.

In  summary,  our  methodology  danced  a
tango of statistical finesse, data serenading,
and  a  dash  of  intellectual  whimsy,  as  we
ventured  to  unravel  the  unfathomable
connection between NCAA Men's Lacrosse
Div I  Championship final  point  differentials
and the enigmatic force of kerosene in the
heart of Czechia.

4. Results

The  moment  of  truth  has  arrived  as  we
reveal  the  results  of  our  investigation  into
the  perplexing  correlation  between  the
NCAA  Men's  Lacrosse  Division  I
Championship  final  point  differentials  and
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kerosene  consumption  in  Czechia.  After
meticulously  sifting  through  the  data  from
1993  to  2022,  we  unveiled  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.5362108, an r-squared value
of  0.2875220,  and  a  p-value  of  less  than
0.01. Yes, you read that right – statistically
significant  results  that  have  left  us  both
astounded and, dare we say, amused.

The  relationship  between  the  heart-racing
battles  on  the  lacrosse  field  and  the
consumption  of  kerosene  in  Czechia  may
seem as improbable as finding a unicorn in
a  statistical  analysis,  yet  here  we  are,
staring  at  a  scatterplot  that  paints  a
compelling  picture  of  this  unexpected
association. (*Fig. 1 sneaks in - look at that
correlation!*)

Our  findings  not  only  underscore  the
serendipitous nature of scientific inquiry but
also serve as a testament to the idea that
even  the  most  unlikely  pairings  can  yield
intriguing  results.  The  r-squared  value  of
0.2875220  suggests  that  approximately
28.75%  of  the  variation  in  kerosene
consumption  in  Czechia  can be explained
by the final point differentials of the NCAA
Men's  Lacrosse  Division  I  Championship.
While we anticipated making progress,  we
weren't  quite  prepared  to  uncover  such  a
sizable portion of the puzzle.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  statistically  significant  p-value  further
bolsters  the  robustness  of  our  findings,

providing  confidence  that  the  relationship
we've  unearthed  is  not  merely  a  chance
occurrence akin to finding a four-leaf clover
in  a  statistics  textbook.  It's  an  authentic,
legitimate  connection  that  beckons  for
further  exploration,  curiosity,  and  yes,
perhaps a bit of whimsy.

In  conclusion,  our  results  stand  as  a
testament to the wonders and surprises that
lurk within the realms of statistical analyses
and  academic  pursuits.  The  correlated
nature of NCAA Men's Lacrosse final point
differentials  and  kerosene  consumption  in
Czechia  may forever  remain  an  enigmatic
enigma,  but  one  thing  is  certain  –  this
peculiar  pairing  has  given  us  all  a  good
laugh and a newfound appreciation for the
idiosyncrasies of the scholarly world. 

5. Discussion

The findings  of  our  investigation  have not
only left us rubbing our eyes in disbelief but
have also  ignited  a spark of  curiosity  that
resonates  with  the  whimsical  nature  of
scientific  exploration.  The  correlation
coefficient of 0.5362108 and the statistically
significant  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
accentuate  the  unexpected  harmony
between the  final  point  differentials  of  the
NCAA  Men's  Lacrosse  Division  I
Championship  and  the  consumption  of
kerosene  in  Czechia,  affirming  the
unanticipated  yet  robust  bond  we
uncovered.

Our journey through the landscape of prior
research,  where  we  encountered  the
statistical adventures of Smith et al. and the
audacious  exploration  by  Doe  and  Jones,
has allowed us to appreciate the unbounded
potential  for  delightfully  peculiar
correlations.  Just  as  avocado  toast
consumption  and  polar  bear  populations
managed  to  find  common  ground  in  their
entangled statistical dance, the link between
lacrosse fervor and kerosene consumption
in the heart  of  Europe has emerged as a
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synergy that defies traditional expectations.
Our results  align with previous efforts  that
have  embraced  the  unexpected,
transcending  the  confines  of  conventional
pairings  to  unveil  captivating  associations
that  mirror  the  enigmatic  kinship  we have
brought to light.

Amidst  the  earnest  pursuit  of  scientific
discovery,  our  study  has  embraced  the
unorthodox,  tracing  a  path  that  meanders
through  the  realms  of  fiction,  childhood
whimsy,  and the quirky  storytelling  of  pop
culture.  The  narrative  tapestry  of  "The
Lacrosse  Diaries"  and  "Kerosene
Chronicles"  serves  as  a  testament  to  the
boundless potential for unlikely relationships
to captivate our imagination, igniting sparks
of  wonder that  transcend the conventional
boundaries of scholarly inquiry.

The  substantial  r-squared  value  of
0.2875220 speaks to the meaningful extent
to  which  lacrosse  final  point  differentials
intertwine with the consumption of kerosene
in  Czechia,  offering  a  nuanced
understanding  of  the  captivating  interplay
between  these  seemingly  disparate
variables.  While  we  tread  on  the  grounds
where statistical  significance and  scientific
rigor  hold  sway,  our  foray  into  the
unexpected serves as a poignant reminder
that  the  charm  of  scholarly  investigation
often lies in the unanticipated, the delightful,
and yes, the downright quirky.

As we unfurl the tapestry of our findings and
invite fellow scholars to ponder the peculiar
resonance between lacrosse triumphs and
kerosene  reliance,  we  herald  the
incalculable  joy  that  can  be  gleaned  from
unearthing  unexpected  connections  in  the
often sobering realm of  statistical  analysis
and scientific  inquiry.  With our  findings  as
an anchor, we beckon readers to join us in
celebrating  the  lighthearted  allure  of
scholarly  exploration,  where  even  the
unlikeliest of pairings can breathe new life
into  the  fabric  of  knowledge  and  elicit  a
chuckle or two along the way.

6. Conclusion

     

In  investigating  the  uncanny  correlation
between the NCAA Men's Lacrosse Division
I Championship final point differentials and
kerosene  consumption  in  Czechia,  our
research  has  delved  into  an  unexpected
realm where statistical analyses and sports
collide.  As  we  wrap  up  this  scholarly
endeavor,  it's  safe  to  say  that  we've
uncovered a correlation that is as surprising
as finding a needle in a haystack – or in our
case,  finding  the  correlation  coefficient  of
0.5362108 amidst the data haystack.

Our  findings  have  left  us  both  fascinated
and  amused,  akin  to  stumbling  upon  a
statistical  Easter  egg,  if  you  will.  The  r-
squared value of 0.2875220, while not quite
reaching the heights of a perfect correlation,
still  represents a substantial  portion of  the
mystery  unraveled.  It's  like  finding  the
missing  piece  of  a  complicated  statistical
jigsaw puzzle  and  realizing  it's  been  right
under  your  nose,  much like  those  elusive
car  keys  we  all  spend  countless  minutes
searching for.

The  statistically  significant  p-value  of  less
than 0.01 adds an air  of  credibility  to  our
discovery, emphasizing that this connection
is  no statistical  mirage.  It's  as real  as the
data points on our scatterplot, standing as a
testament  to  the  unexpected  and  the
delightful quirks of scientific inquiry.

As we bid adieu to this odyssey of statistical
exploration and lacrosse-related pondering,
we acknowledge that while our findings may
leave  some  scratching  their  heads,  it's
precisely  these  unexpected  connections
that  remind us  of  the  whimsical  nature  of
research. So, grab that statistical wand and
wave it in celebration of the enigmatic bond
between the  intensity  of  lacrosse  and  the
allure of kerosene consumption in Czechia.
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In closing, we assert that further research in
this area is as unnecessary as a third nostril
– for, my dear colleagues, when it comes to
the  fantastical  marriage  of  lacrosse  finals
and  kerosene  consumption,  we've  already
uncovered  more  than  enough  statistical
magic.  Cheers  to  the  unexpected,  the
perplexing,  and  the  downright  amusing
nature of academic discovery!
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