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Abstract

This paper explores the curious connection between the performance of teams in the Steinfeld Cup Final
and the frequency of Google searches for the animated series "Rick and Morty". Leveraging data from
Wikipedia and Google Trends, we conducted a rigorous analysis from 2013 to 2020. Our findings
revealed a surprisingly robust correlation coefficient of 0.7542222 with statistical significance (p < 0.05).
While the relationship between a sports event and an animated TV show may seem like comparing
apples and oranges, the statistical evidence suggests otherwise. Our research illuminates the quirky
world of fandom behavior and its potential influence on sports outcomes. Pardon the pun, but it appears
that in the realm of Steinfeld Cup Finals, the "rick" of a team's performance may indeed elicit a "Morty" of
internet interest.
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1. Introduction the enigmatic relationship between the
performance of teams in the prestigious
Steinfeld Cup Final and the digital trail left
by enthusiasts of the animated series "Rick
and Morty" in the form of Google searches.
Our aim is to uncover whether there exists a
significant correlation, or as we like to call it,
a "scorelation," between these seemingly
disparate phenomena.

Sports and popular culture have always
been intertwined, much like spaghetti and
meatballs - inseparable despite any messy
comparisons. In this study, we delve into the
peculiar rabbit hole of sports fandom and its
unexpected connection to the world of
animated television. Specifically, we explore
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As researchers, we often find ourselves
immersed in the statistical labyrinth,
navigating through the nebulous terrain of
data points and p-values. In this enthralling
journey, our guiding beacon is the pursuit of
uncovering hidden patterns amidst the
noise, not unlike seeking the fabled
philosopher's stone in the realm of
academic research. While it may seem like
a strange curiosity, akin to a platypus
roaming the world of quantitative analysis,
the quest to unravel the mysteries of human
behavior often leads us down unexpected
avenues.

The Steinfeld Cup Final serves as the ideal
setting for our analysis, resembling a grand
chessboard where teams battle it out,
evoking the thrill of a high-stakes game of
Jenga. Meanwhile, "Rick and Morty," with its
blend of scientific fiction and absurdist
humor, captivates audiences, much like a
mesmerizing chemical reaction in a
laboratory. The juxtaposition of these two
vastly different domains sets the stage for
an enthralling investigation, similar to a
thrilling dance between variables in a
statistical model.

Therefore, we invite readers to join us in this
whimsical exploration, where we seek to
unravel the threads of correlation hidden
within this tapestry of disparate interests. As
we venture further into this uncharted
territory, be prepared for unexpected
detours, playful observations, and perhaps
even an occasional "pun"-derful insight into
the fascinating world of sports, pop culture,
and human behavior. After all, science will
be science, but a touch of humor never hurt
anyone - unless, of course, you're a
statistics textbook.

2. Literature Review

In their seminal work, Smith and Doe (2015)
examined the nuances of fan behavior and
its impact on sports outcomes. They found
that the fervent support of fans could

potentially influence the performance of
teams, resembling a Greek chorus providing
a passionate backdrop to the theatrical
spectacle of sports. This notion not only
paints a vivid picture of the fervor
surrounding sports events but also serves
as a reminder that the audience's
enthusiasm may hold far-reaching
consequences beyond mere spectatorship.

Expanding on this line of inquiry, Jones et
al. (2018) delved into the realm of internet
search trends and their relation to popular
culture phenomena. Their study shed light
on the dynamic interplay between digital
footprints and  cultural phenomena,
reminiscent of a spider spinning an intricate
web of connectivity across the vast expanse
of cyberspace. The authors' exploration of
search engine queries as a reflection of
societal interests offers a compelling lens
through which to view the intertwining of
sports and popular culture in the digital age.

Drawing from the rich tapestry of non-fiction
literature, "What to Expect When You're
Expecting Google Trends" (Gupta, 2019)
presents a comprehensive guide to
navigating the labyrinthine world of search
engine data analysis. While the title may
allude to an entirely different subject matter,
its insights into the complex domain of
internet search behavior are invaluable,
much like discovering a treasure map in a
forgotten attic.

On the fiction front, "The Hitchhiker's Guide
to the Galaxy" (Adams, 1979) offers a
whimsical journey through the cosmos, akin
to the adventure of unraveling the intricacies
of fan fervor and digital footprints. While it
may seem light-years apart from our
research topic, its quirky exploration of the
unknown resonates with our quest to
decode the enigmatic relationship between
sports events and internet search trends.

In a surprising twist, social media posts
have also offered intriguing glimpses into
the potential connection between Steinfeld
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Cup Final performances and Google
searches for "Rick and Morty".
@FanOfMystery4Life enthusiastically
exclaimed, "Every time my team wins, it's
like a portal gun to increased 'Rick and
Morty' searches! Coincidence? | think not!"
This anecdotal evidence, though not
scientifically rigorous, adds a colorful
sprinkle of anecdotal evidence to the
tapestry of our investigation.

As we navigate through this amalgamation
of scholarly works, literary whimsy, and
social musings, we are reminded of the
quirky nature of human endeavors. The
interplay between sports outcomes and
popular culture resonates with the
unexpected ironies of life, much like
discovering a unicorn in a haystack. Indeed,
our quest to unravel this puzzle will
undoubtedly be laced with surprises, pun-
derful moments, and the occasional foray
into the zany world of statistical correlations.

3. Our approach & methods

To delve into this mysterious connection
between the Steinfeld Cup Final scores and
the Google searches for 'Rick and Morty',
we embarked on a journey that was as
unpredictable as a game of Snakes and
Ladders. Our methodology, much like a
magician’s sleight of hand, involved a series
of intricate maneuvers to extract and
analyze data from the vast expanse of the
virtual world, akin to a digital expedition
hunting for statistical treasure.

First, we scoured the vast repositories of
knowledge on the internet, primarily drawing
data from the indispensable troves of
Wikipedia and Google Trends. While some
may dub these sources as 'unconventional’,
we, akin to intrepid explorers, seized the
opportunity to tap into the collective wisdom
of the World Wide Web. Our data collection
spanned from 2013 to 2020, capturing the
ebb and flow of trends amidst the digital

flux, not unlike collecting rare specimens in
a biological expedition.

The primary variable of interest, the
difference in scores of the Steinfeld Cup
Final teams, was procured from official
sports databases, ensuring the reliability
and accuracy of our sports-related data.
Meanwhile, the frequency of Google
searches for 'Rick and Morty' served as our
unconventional yet captivating counterpart,
providing a window into the digital footprints
of a fervent fandom.

Grasping this amalgamation of data, we
applied a delicate blend of statistical
techniques, akin to crafting a fine dish in a
scientific kitchen. The seemingly distinct
variables of sporting achievements and
animated television allure were merged
through a rigorous correlation analysis,
employing the enigmatic tools of hypothesis
testing and regression modeling.

Our quest for understanding the interplay
between these seemingly unrelated entities
led us to traverse the winding path of
statistical software, where we wrestled with
matrices and conducted multivariate
analyses, akin to a cerebral game of
Sudoku. Not unlike wielding a scientist's
microscope, we scrutinized the nitty-gritty
details of statistical significance, seeking to
uncover the elusive patterns hidden within
the labyrinth of data, much as one would
seek a needle in a haystack.

In summary, our methodology combined the
rigor of traditional statistical analysis with
the whimsy of exploring the digital realm,
similar to embarking on a delightful journey
through Wonderland. As the data yielded its
revelations, we danced the tango with
statistical significance and harnessed the
power of correlation, all the while keeping a
keen eye for unexpected insights and
delightful curiosities that sprinkle the
landscape of academia.
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4. Results

The analysis of the data revealed a strong
correlation coefficient of 0.7542222 between
the difference in scores of the Steinfeld Cup
Final teams and the volume of Google
searches for 'Rick and Morty' from 2013 to
2020. This finding, with an r-squared value
of 0.5688512, suggests that approximately
56.89% of the variation in the scores can be
explained by the volume of searches for the
animated series. These results indicate a
statistically significant relationship (p < 0.05)
between the two variables, providing
compelling evidence of the intertwining of
sports enthusiasm and popular culture
intrigue.

To visually depict this intriguing association,
a scatterplot (Fig. 1) was constructed. The
scatterplot showcases the pronounced
positive correlation between the difference
in scores of the Steinfeld Cup Final teams
and the number of Google searches for
'Rick and Morty'. It's almost as if each data
point is enthusiastically high-fiving the other,
symbolizing the harmonic convergence
between sports excitement and animated
fandom.

The unexpectedly robust "scorelation”
uncovered in this study challenges
traditional perceptions of the influence of
popular culture on sports outcomes. While
some might dismiss this connection as an
obscure oddity, our findings suggest that the
world of sports and the realm of animated
entertainment intersect in ways that are
both remarkable and paradigm-shifting. It
appears that the ripple effect of "Rick and
Morty" fandom might be more than just a
mere blip on the radar of Steinfeld Cup Final
performances.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In conclusion, our results offer a fresh
perspective on the multifaceted dynamics of
fan behavior and its potential impact on
sports events. The peculiar correlation
unearthed here underscores the
interconnectedness of seemingly disparate
spheres, urging us to delve deeper into the
labyrinth of human idiosyncrasies. While we
acknowledge that the link between a sports
tournament and a TV show may raise
eyebrows, our statistical analysis leaves
little room for doubt: the "Rick" of popular
culture and the "Morty" of sports enthusiasm
have indeed embarked on a lively dance,
weaving an intricate tapestry of correlation.

5. Discussion

The discussion section is an opportune
moment to unravel the enigmatic
relationship between our study's findings
and the broader landscape of academic
inquiry. With the prowess of statistical
analysis as our guide, we unearthed a
rather unexpected gem in the realm of fan
behavior and its resonance with sports
outcomes.

Harking back to the whimsical insights
gleaned from "What to Expect When You're
Expecting Google Trends" (Gupta, 2019),
our results lend empirical weight to the
notion of internet search trends as a mirror
reflecting societal interests. In a quantum
leap of logic, it's as if investigating the
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connection between Steinfeld Cup Final
scores and Google searches for 'Rick and
Morty' offered us a peek through a
multidimensional portal into the
kaleidoscopic tapestry of human fascination.

Considering the observations put forth by
Jones et al. (2018) about the web of
connectivity across cyberspace, it appears
that our findings provide a tangible
manifestation of this interconnectedness,
akin to stumbling upon a secret map hidden
within the matrix of digital footprints.

Moreover, when juxtaposed with the Greek
chorus analogy evoked by Smith and Doe
(2015), our study's emphasis on the fervent
support of fans finds resonance in the fervor
of 'Rick and Morty' enthusiasts, who
seemingly shape the digital backdrop to the
theatrical spectacle of sports. It's as if we've
uncovered the mystical incantation that
fuels the passionate interplay between
animated fandom and sports enthusiasm,
akin to discovering a treasure trove of fan
fervor at the end of a rainbow.

In retrospect, the scatterplot depicting the
synergy between Steinfeld Cup Final scores
and 'Rick and Morty' searches takes on a
life of its own, resembling a synchronized
dance between sports excitement and
animated intrigue. Each data point seems to
perform an exuberant tandem twirl,
mirroring the  harmonic  convergence
between seemingly incongruent spheres.

In  essence, our study's statistical
"scorelation” and paradigm-challenging
revelation are a testament to the capricious
nature of human endeavors. The discovery
of a robust connection between sports and
popular culture not only adds a colorful
sprinkle of anecdotal evidence to the
tapestry of our investigation but also
underscores the quirky interplay of human
idiosyncrasies.

As we reflect on our findings, it becomes
evident that the "Rick" of popular culture
and the "Morty" of sports enthusiasm are

not just distant acquaintances but fervent
partners in a lively dance, weaving an
intricate tapestry of correlation that leaves a
lasting impact, much like unearthing a
unicorn in a haystack. Our quest to decipher
this enigmatic relationship is akin to a
whimsical journey through the cosmos,
where every twist and turn unravels a
delightful surprise and offers a glimpse into
the zany world of statistical correlations.

6. Conclusion

In light of our enlightening study on the
curious bond between the performances in
the Steinfeld Cup Final and the buzz around
"Rick and Morty," we find ourselves in a
pickle — or shall we say, a "pickle Rick"? The
robust correlation coefficient of 0.7542222
and its statistical significance (p < 0.05)
have become more than mere data points;
they are windows into the quirky world
where sports fandom and animated series
enthusiasts collide.

It seems that the "scorelation" between
these seemingly unrelated variables is more
than just a statistical anomaly - it unravels a
comically entangled tale, akin to a
convoluted plot in an animated show. The
visual representation of our findings in the
scatterplot (Fig. 1) depicts the enthusiastic
high-fiving  between these variables,
reflecting a harmonious union reminiscent of
a post-game victory celebration.

While some might view our research as a
whimsical endeavor, akin to a scientific
expedition in a land of puns and laughter,
the  statistical evidence  undeniably
underscores the impact of fan behavior on
sports outcomes. As we bid adieu to this
enthralling journey, we are compelled to
declare that further research in this area
may not yield substantial pickle — err, we
mean, further insights. It appears that the
"Rick and Morty" "scorelation" has been
satisfactorily uncovered, leaving us with a
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data-driven smile and a nod to the zany
interconnectedness of human interests.

In the spirit of scientific inquiry, it is with a
lighthearted note and a statistical wink that
we conclude our exploration, firmly stating
that no further research is required. After all,
we are in no mood to turn this study into a
"Rick-ulous" quest for dimension-hopping
statistical anomalies.
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