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BULLS' BASKETBALL AND THE BEVY OF
BERKSHIRE TEACHERS: A BIZARRE YET

BEWITCHING CONNECTION

Caleb Harrison, Anthony Taylor, Gideon P Tate

Center for Research

The notion of a connection between the win percentage progression of the Chicago Bulls and the 
number of middle school teachers in New Hampshire may seem far-fetched, but our research 
uncovers a startling correlation between these two seemingly unrelated variables. Armed with the 
data from the NBA and Bureau of Labor Statistics, our research team set out to investigate this 
peculiar relationship. Surprisingly, our analysis revealed a statistically significant correlation 
coefficient of 0.9181639 and p < 0.01 for the period from 2010 to 2022. This finding suggests a 
rather strong association between the performance of the Chicago Bulls and the availability of 
middle school teachers in the idyllic state of New Hampshire. It's almost as if the Bulls' success on 
the court has an unexplainable impact on the professional endeavors of teachers in the Granite State 
- a real "hoop"la, if you will. While it's unclear what exactly underpins this odd correlation, one can't 
help but wonder if the Bulls' victories somehow motivate more individuals to pursue careers in 
education, leading to an increase in the number of teachers in New Hampshire. As they say, 
"teaching is a slam dunk profession."  It remains to be seen whether this unconventional connection 
between Bulls' win percentage and the teaching workforce in New Hampshire has any practical 
implications, but one thing's for certain - this unexpected relationship certainly adds an amusing 
twist to the often mundane world of statistical analysis.

Why did the  statistician  go  to  the  Bulls
game? He wanted to see some mean and
median plays! Now, speaking of statistics,
one might not expect to find a connection
between  the  win  percentage  of  the
Chicago Bulls and the number of middle
school  teachers  in  New  Hampshire.
However,  as  the  great  Michael  Jordan
once said, "Just play. Have fun. Enjoy the
game."  And  that's  exactly  what  we  did
when  we  stumbled  upon  this  intriguing
correlation.

We delve into the depths of this unusual
relationship  armed  with  the  power  of
numbers  and  the  prowess  of  statistical
analysis – it's a bit like playing a game of
"statistical  basketball."  Armed  with  the
Bureau of  Labor  Statistics  data  and the
NBA  win-loss  records,  we  aimed  to

decipher this conundrum and potentially
uncover  a  "slam dunk"  revelation  about
the influence of basketball prowess on the
career paths of educators.

Our initial skepticism was swiftly replaced
with sheer  astonishment  as our  analysis
revealed  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9181639  with  a  p-value  of  less  than
0.01,  indicating  a  strikingly  strong
association between these two variables.
It's  as  jaw-dropping  as  a  buzzer-beater
three-pointer!  The  Bulls'  game  truly
appears  to  have  a  "net"  effect  on  the
career choices of future educators.

It's  almost  as  if  the  Bulls'  victories  are
accompanied  by  a  sudden  surge  in  the
number  of  aspiring  teachers  in  New
Hampshire,  as  if  every  slam  dunk
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resonates  with  the  heartstrings  of
budding educators across the state. One
may wonder if the Bulls' victories act as a
"teaching  assist,"  encouraging  people  to
pursue careers in education. After all, "it's
not about the assists, it's about buckets." 

It remains uncertain as to the underlying
cause of this mystifying phenomenon, but
one thing's for  sure –  our findings have
brought  a  whole  new  meaning  to  the
phrase "education and athletics go hand-
in-hand."  It  may  just  be  the  "coaching"
effect of sports excellence, or perhaps it's
merely a statistical anomaly that adds a
delightful twist to our otherwise mundane
world of research.

LITERATURE REVIEW

To  begin,  Smith,  Doe,  and  Jones
conducted a seminal study on basketball
team  performance  and  its  impact  on
career choices in the educational sector.
Their research, published in "The Journal
of  Unlikely  Correlations,"  unearthed  a
rather  unexpected  relationship  between
the success of sports teams and the influx
of teachers in specific geographic regions.
This  work  served  as  an  inspiringly
esoteric  precursor  to  our  own
investigation,  reminding  us  that
sometimes the most unlikely connections
can  lead  to  the  most  intriguing
revelations.

Digging  further,  Lorem  and  Ipsum
explored the societal ripple effects caused
by  sports  victories  in  their
groundbreaking  study,  "Unconventional
Influence:  The  Hidden  Impacts  of
Success."  Their  findings  suggested  that
high athletic  achievements  could trigger
unanticipated  shifts  in  career
preferences,  a  notion  that  echoes  our
observation  of  the  uncanny  correlation
between  the  Chicago  Bulls'  win
percentage progression  and the  number
of  middle  school  teachers  in  New
Hampshire.  It's  almost  as  if  the  Bulls'
victories are inspiring educators to strive
for their own victories in the classroom –
a true "teaching from the free-throw line"
scenario, if you will.

However, transitioning from the rigors of
statistical  analysis  to  the  literary  world,
the concept of unexpected connections is
further exemplified in Malcolm Gladwell's
"Outliers:  The  Story  of  Success."  While
not  a  direct  exploration  of  sports  and
teaching,  Gladwell's  work  encourages
readers to  look  beyond the obvious and
consider the hidden factors that influence
extraordinary  accomplishments.  In  a
similar fashion, our research unearths an
enigmatic  link  between  basketball
triumphs  and  the  professional  paths  of
educators, a revelation as enigmatic as a
player's disappearing act during a crucial
free throw.

Moving  into  the  realm  of  fiction,
considering the whimsical  nature of  our
findings, J.K. Rowling's "Harry Potter and
the  Chamber  of  Secrets"  offers  an  apt
parallel.  Much  like  the  inconceivable
occurrences and supernatural forces that
underpin  the  tale,  our  discovery  of  the
correlation  between  the  Chicago  Bulls'
win  percentage  progression  and  the
number of middle school teachers in New
Hampshire seems equally implausible – as
if a magical spell has been cast upon the
data, causing it to reveal this improbable
association. It's almost as if a "wizard" is
orchestrating  this  statistical  symphony
from behind the scenes!
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Lastly,  while  tangentially  related,  the
movie  "School  of  Rock"  provides  a
lighthearted and fitting comparison to our
research. Although centered on the music
and teaching realms, the film's theme of
unexpected  connections  and  unorthodox
influences  resonates  with  our  own
unconventional  findings.  Much  like  the
protagonist's  unorthodox  teaching
methods  that  inspire  his  students,  it
appears that the Chicago Bulls' victories
have  an  unorthodox  impact  on  the
aspirations  of  prospective  educators  in
New  Hampshire.  It's  a  veritable  "rock
concert"  of  curious  correlations  and
peculiar influences.

In sum,  while  our  investigation into  the
correlation  between  the  Chicago  Bulls'
win percentage and the number of middle
school  teachers  in  New Hampshire  may
appear  whimsical  at  first  glance,  the
existing  literature  and  cultural  parallels
serve  to  reinforce  the  notion  that
unexpected  connections  can  yield
fascinating insights – and perhaps a few
good  sports-related  dad  jokes  along  the
way.

METHODOLOGY

To unveil the enigmatic link between the
progress of Chicago Bulls' win percentage
and the number of middle school teachers
in  the  picturesque  state  of  New
Hampshire, our research embarked on a
data-driven odyssey using a combination
of  quantitative  and  quasi-qualitative
methods. First, we meticulously collected
data  from  the  National  Basketball
Association  (NBA)  official  website,
meticulously  logging  every  free  throw,
foul, and fast break of the Chicago Bulls'
games from 2010 to  2022.  As we dived
into the sea of basketball statistics, it felt
like we were weaving a complex web of
"hoop" connections.

Simultaneously, we sought out the Bureau
of  Labor  Statistics  to  gather
comprehensive  employment  data  for
middle  school  educators  in  New
Hampshire  during  the  same  timeframe.

Admittedly,  deciphering  the  Bureau  of
Labor  Statistics  data  was  akin  to
navigating  through  a  forest  of
employment  figures  –  it  was a  numbers
game not for the faint of heart. 

To  crunch  the  numbers  and  decipher
potential patterns, we employed a variety
of  statistical  tools,  including  regression
analysis,  correlation  tests,  and  a
mysterious statistical technique known as
"dunkury analysis." This involved donning
our metaphorical  lab coats to conduct a
rigorous  examination  of  the  relationship
between the variables, akin to attempting
to solve a statistical jigsaw puzzle with a
basketball twist.

Furthermore,  we  applied  sophisticated
time-series analysis to investigate how the
win percentage  progression  of  the  Bulls
aligned with fluctuations in the number of
middle  school  teachers  in  New
Hampshire.  It  was akin  to  conducting a
symphony  orchestra  of  statistics,  where
each rise and fall in win percentage was
like  a  crescendo  or  diminuendo  in  a
statistical sonata.

In  order  to  ensure  the  authenticity  and
reliability  of  our  findings,  we conducted
numerous  sensitivity  analyses  and
robustness  checks  to  challenge  the
stability of our results. We even consulted
a  wise  old  statistician  who resides  atop
Mount  Data,  for  the  prudence  of  such
checks cannot be understated. It was a bit
like ascending Mount Everest, with each
test  resembling  a  meticulous  climb  to
reach the statistical summit.

Moreover, we employed an innovative and
somewhat  unorthodox  method:  the
"teacher  shadowing"  technique.  This
involved covertly observing the behavior
of  middle  school  teachers  in  New
Hampshire  during  days  when  the  Bulls
achieved  a  significant  win  streak,  to
gauge any potential  spike in enthusiasm
or career aspirations. This unconventional
method  was  akin  to  performing  an
anthropological study in an alien culture,
with the classroom serving as our unique
cultural artifact.
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In addition to our quantitative inquiries,
we conducted qualitative interviews with
a  select  group  of  enthusiastic  Chicago
Bulls  fans,  seeking  to  uncover  any
clandestine  impact  of  Bulls'  victories  on
their  perception  of  the  teaching
profession. The results of these interviews
not only gave us valuable insights but also
provided a few humorous anecdotes about
the  cultural  influence  of  basketball
triumphs  on  the  career  aspirations  of
individuals.

The  culmination  of  these  multifarious
methods served as a scientific quest, akin
to unlocking the mysteries of an ancient
statistical  artifact.  It  was  a  road  less
traveled,  if  you  will,  that  chartered  a
course through the uncharted territory of
peculiar  statistical  relationships,  all  for
the  sheer  delight  of  unraveling  an
unexpected  yet  captivating  connection
between the hardwood courts of the NBA
and  the  bustling  classrooms  of  the
Granite State.

RESULTS

The  analysis  of  the  data  from  2010  to
2022  revealed  a  striking  correlation
between the progression of  the  Chicago
Bulls' win percentage and the number of
middle  school  teachers  in  New
Hampshire. The correlation coefficient of
0.9181639  and  an  r-squared  value  of
0.8430250 indicated a strong association
between  these  two  seemingly  unrelated
variables. It's almost as if the Bulls' game
is an inspiration for a lesson plan - a real
slam  dunk  in  the  world  of  statistical
peculiarities.

Surprisingly,  the  scatterplot  in  Fig.  1
illustrates  this  unusual  relationship with
finesse,  demonstrating  the  impressive
strength  of  the  correlation.  It's  a  "net
gain"  of  knowledge  and  a  "shooting
percentage" of statistical significance all
in one!

The  statistical  significance  of  this
connection suggests that there might be
something  more to  this  correlation than

mere  chance.  It's  a  bit  like  finding  a
diamond in the rough, or in this case, a
"Bulls-eye"  in  the  realm  of  statistical
anomalies. 

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This  unexpected  association  leaves  us
pondering  about  the  underlying
mechanisms at play. Could it be that the
Bulls' winning streaks somehow serve as
a  catalyst  for  the  career  aspirations  of
educators in New Hampshire? It's almost
as if the Bulls' victories act as a "teacher's
pet,"  influencing  the  career  choices  of
budding educators across the state.

In  conclusion,  this  unforeseen
relationship  between  the  progression  of
the Chicago Bulls' win percentage and the
number of middle school teachers in New
Hampshire  adds  a  quirky  twist  to  the
world  of  statistical  correlations.  The
findings  evoke  a  sense  of  wonder  and
amusement, proving that there is always
room  for  surprise  and  laughter  in  the
realm of research and analysis. One might
say  it's  a  "slam  dunk"  in  the  annals  of
statistical curiosities!

DISCUSSION

The  link  between  the  win  percentage
progression of the Chicago Bulls and the
number of middle school teachers in New
Hampshire  has  left  us  scratching  our
heads in astonishment,  as if a statistical
"full-court  press"  has  been  placed  upon
our  expectations.  Our  findings  not  only
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corroborate the prior research by Smith,
Doe, and Jones and Lorem and Ipsum, but
also  add  a  "bullish"  perspective  to  the
quirky world of statistical associations.

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9181639 and p < 0.01 observed in our
study supports the notion that the Bulls'
victories  are  more  than  just  splashing
"jump shots" on the court;  they seem to
be  scoring  points  in  the  professional
aspirations  of  educators  in  New
Hampshire. One might jest that the Bulls
are  not  just  "driving  for  the  hoop,"  but
also driving an increase in the number of
middle  school  teachers  in  the  Granite
State.

Our  results  resonate  with  the
observations made by Lorem and Ipsum,
indicating that high athletic achievements
can  indeed  trigger  unexpected  shifts  in
career  preferences.  It's  as  if  the  Bulls'
successes have led to a "fast break" in the
teacher  workforce  in  New  Hampshire,
urging  individuals  to  make  a  career
"assist" in the education sector.

Furthermore,  the  empirical  evidence  we
have presented lends further  support  to
the theory proposed by Smith, Doe,  and
Jones that sports team performance can
influence career choices in education. In
light  of  our  findings,  one  might
humorously  contend  that  the  Bulls  are
inadvertently  demonstrating  the  real
meaning  of  teamwork,  not  just  on  the
court  but  also  in  inspiring  the  ever-
growing  cadre  of  teachers  in  New
Hampshire.

The  statistical  robustness  of  the
correlation  between  the  Bulls'  win
percentage  progression  and  middle
school  teachers'  numbers  in  New
Hampshire  continually  beckons  the
question:  what  exactly  is  causing  this
peculiar  relationship?  It's  akin  to
attempting to "box out" an opponent and
grab  the  elusive  rebound  of
understanding in the convoluted world of
statistical  analyses.  The  hypothesis  that
sports  victories  can  motivate  career
choices in unrelated sectors seems to be

scoring a "three-pointer" of validation in
the realm of empirical research.

In  summary,  the  jocular  yet  remarkably
significant association between the Bulls'
win  percentage  and  the  proliferation  of
middle school teachers in New Hampshire
raises  poignant  questions  and  prompts
thought-provoking  reflections  on  the
whimsical  nature  of  unexpected
connections.  In our  "statistical  court,"  it
appears  that  the  Bulls'  victories  are
leading to more than just celebrations in
the  sporting  world.  They  seem  to  be
fostering an unanticipated enthusiasm for
the  field  of  education,  rendering  this
study not just a "winning shot" in the field
of statistics, but also a "dunk" of surprise
in the labyrinth of academic research.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  research  has
illuminated  a  peculiar  and  rather
enthralling  connection  between  the
Chicago  Bulls'  win  percentage
progression  and  the  number  of  middle
school teachers in New Hampshire. This
unexpected  correlation,  with  a  strong
coefficient  of  0.9181639  and  a  p-value
0.01,  suggests  a  compelling  relationship
that  defies  conventional  reasoning.  It's
like  a  jump  shot  from  half-court  –
completely  unexpected  but  undeniably
exhilarating.

The evidence of this correlation is as clear
as the Bulls' dominance on the court - it's
a statistical "slam dunk"! The data tells a
story  of  unforeseen  interconnectivity,
making one wonder if every Bulls' victory
reverberates  through  the  quiet  hills  of
New  Hampshire,  inspiring  the  career
paths  of  future  educators.  Perhaps  we
should rename it "Hoop-shire" in light of
this discovery!

As we wrap up our investigation, it's only
fitting to make one last dad joke: it seems
that the Bulls' wins not only raise the bar,
but  also  raise  the  number  of  middle
school teachers in New Hampshire. Talk
about  a  rebound  effect!  With  these
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findings,  it's  safe  to  say  that  statistical
correlations never fail  to surprise,  much
like  finding  a  unicorn  in  a  forest  of
standard deviations.

In  the  grand  scheme  of  academic
research, this study proves that even the
most unlikely pair of variables can reveal
fascinating  connections.  However,  let's
call an end to future research in this area
–  we've  certainly  scored  enough  points
with  this  bizarre  yet  bewitching
connection.  After  all,  in  the  world  of
statistics, some things are just as elusive
as a 4-point play – and that's ok!

No more research is needed in this area.
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