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ASSOCIATES DEGREES IN IT STACK UP: THE
CORRELATION BETWEEN INFORMATION

SCIENCES AND PICK-UP LINE GOOGLE SEARCHES

Colton Horton, Austin Terry, Gloria P Tate

Center for Research

This research paper delves into the amusing correlation between the number of associates degrees 
awarded in information sciences and the frequency of Google searches for pick-up lines. Through a 
comprehensive analysis of data from the National Center for Education Statistics and Google Trends,
our research team unearthed a correlation coefficient of 0.9114209 and p < 0.01 for the period 
spanning from 2011 to 2021. Studying the relationship between these seemingly unrelated entities 
revealed a surprising connection that elicits a shared chuckle - not unlike a classic dad joke. Our 
team's findings prompt further examination of the influence of information sciences education on the 
receptiveness to pick-up lines in digital interactions. This study enriches the academic dialogue with 
a dash of humor, reminding us that even in scholarly pursuits, there's always room for a well-timed 
jest.

The pursuit of knowledge often leads us
down unexpected avenues, where unlikely
connections and correlations can be found
lurking in  the data.  This  study ventures
into the realm of information sciences and
pick-up  lines,  uncovering  a  relationship
that  is  both  statistically  significant  and
curiously lighthearted. One might say our
findings are truly "a-muse-ing"! 

In recent  years,  the field  of  information
sciences has seen a surge in interest and
enrollment,  with  a  growing  number  of
individuals pursuing associates degrees in
this  domain.  At  the same time,  the vast
landscape of the internet has provided a
platform  for  the  dissemination  and
exploration of various social phenomena,
including the art of pick-up lines. It's as if
our  data  points  were  just  waiting  to
"connect" in a statistical sense!

The  correlation  between  these  two
distinct  entities  -  information  sciences
education  and  the  pursuit  of  engaging

conversation  starters  -  warrants
investigation  not  only  for  its
entertainment  value  but  also  for  the
potential  insights  it  may  yield.  As  we
delve into the meat of our findings, we'll
endeavor  to  maintain  a  balanced
perspective, seeking correlations without
"forcing a connection," if you will.

As we embark on this scholarly journey,
let us remember that even in the realm of
research, a well-crafted jest can serve as
a  pleasant  interlude.  After  all,  a  good
laugh  can  be  just  as  illuminating  as  a
well-calibrated regression analysis!

LITERATURE REVIEW

The literature on the correlation between
academic pursuits and idiosyncratic social
phenomena provides a foundation for our
examination  of  the  connection  between
associates  degrees  in  information
sciences  and  the  prevalence  of  pick-up
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line inquiries.  Previous studies by Smith
et  al.  (2015)  and  Doe  (2018)  have
explored  the  impact  of  educational
pathways  on  interpersonal
communication  patterns,  shedding  light
on the potential influences of intellectual
pursuits on social interactions.

In  "Book,"  the  authors  find  that
individuals  with  a  background  in  STEM
disciplines  may  exhibit  varying
approaches  to  verbal  exchanges,  raising
the  prospect  of  a  link  between
information  sciences  education  and
conversational  tactics.  Meanwhile,  Doe
(2018)  suggests  that  the  cultivation  of
linguistic  competence  through  formal
education  may  subtly  sway  one's
receptiveness to unconventional forms of
dialogue,  such  as  pick-up  lines.  These
serious  studies  lay  the  groundwork  for
our  investigation as we aim to  "decode"
the  relationship  between  academic
endeavors and flirtatious banter.

Speaking of decoding, did you hear about
the  computer  that  got  a  job?  It  was
"artificially intelligent"!

Expanding our literary landscape, we turn
to works that touch upon the whimsical
realm  of  pick-up  lines  and  human
connection.  For  instance,  "The  Art  of
Flirting" by Jones delves into the intricate
dynamics  of  verbal  courtship,  offering
insights into the significance of linguistic
cues and the impact of  social  trends on
interpersonal communication. In a similar
vein, "Love in the Time of Algorithms" by
Smith  provides  a  contemporary
perspective  on  the  fusion  of  technology
and romance, aptly capturing the zeitgeist
of digital flirtation.

What did the database administrator say
when they broke up with their significant
other?  "We  need  to  normalize  this
relationship!"

On a more playful note, the literary world
features a plethora of fiction that parallels
the  theme  of  pick-up  lines  and
information  sciences.  "The  Love
Algorithm"  by  Jane  Austen's  distant
relative  explores the foibles  of  love and

logic  in  a  whimsical  tale  set  in  a  world
where  match-making  software  reigns
supreme, weaving a narrative that blurs
the  boundaries  between  code  and
romance. Additionally, "Tales of Data and
Desire"  by  George  Orwell's  imaginative
cousin introduces readers to a dystopian
future where pick-up lines are outlawed,
and  clandestine  encounters  transpire
amidst a backdrop of digital surveillance.

Why  don't  programmers  like  nature?  It
has too many bugs!

Transitioning  to  forms  of  entertainment
that  have  subtly  influenced  our
perception  of  interpersonal  dynamics,
cartoons and children's shows provide an
unexpected  lens  through  which  to
examine the interplay between humor and
human connections. The endearing banter
between characters in "Phineas and Ferb"
often includes playful attempts at wooing,
providing  a  lighthearted  perspective  on
the  use  of  pick-up  lines  in  everyday
interactions.  Meanwhile,  the  animated
series  "The  Magic  School  Bus"  subtly
integrates  elements  of  scientific  inquiry
and  social  interaction,  laying  the
groundwork  for  an  exploration  of  the
intersection  between  education  and
interpersonal dynamics.

In summary, the literature offers a diverse
panorama of insights into the interwoven
realms of education, communication, and
whimsical flirtation, setting the stage for
our own investigation into the correlation
between information sciences and pick-up
line  searches.  This  review  provides  a
springboard for further inquiry, serving as
a  reminder  that  even  in  scholarly
pursuits,  there's  room  for  a  well-placed
pun or  jest.  After  all,  a  good laugh can
illuminate the path toward understanding
the quirks of human behavior, just like a
brilliantly executed dad joke.

METHODOLOGY

To investigate the interface between the
awarding  of  associates  degrees  in
information sciences and the prevalence
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of Google searches for pick-up lines, our
research  team  employed  a  multifaceted
approach  combining  quantitative  data
analysis with a sprinkle of  good-natured
curiosity.  Our  primary  data  sources
included  the  National  Center  for
Education  Statistics,  providing  insights
into  the  annual  count  of  associates
degrees  in  information  sciences  from
2011  to  2021,  and  Google  Trends,
yielding  data  on  the  relative  search
interest  for  pick-up  lines  over  the  same
period. It was like searching for statistical
love in an algorithmic haystack!

The  first  step  in  our  odyssey  of  inquiry
involved  capturing  and  curating  the
relevant  data  sets  from  the
aforementioned  sources.  The  process  of
data collection was akin to assembling an
experimental Tinder profile - choosing the
right  variables  and  ensuring  they
"matched"  in  both  content  and
chronological  scope.  We  then  scrubbed
the data, ensuring that any outliers didn't
"distract" from the main findings.

Once  the  data  were  corralled,  we
commenced  the  task  of  statistical
analysis.  Utilizing  the  tried-and-true
method  of  correlation  analysis,  we
calculated  the  Pearson  correlation
coefficient  to  quantify  the  strength  and
direction of the relationship between the
number of associates degrees awarded in
information  sciences  and  the  search
interest  in  pick-up lines.  The result  was
akin to finding the perfect punchline - a
correlation coefficient of 0.9114209, with
a  p-value  less  than  0.01,  illuminating  a
statistically  significant  connection  that's
bound  to  charm  even  the  most  stoic
statistician.

In  addition  to  the  quantitative  analysis,
we  introduced  a  qualitative  element  to
our  research  through  an  exploration  of
anecdotal  evidence  and  contextual
factors.  This  involved  delving  into  the
cultural  zeitgeist  surrounding  both
information  sciences  education  and  the
art  of  pick-up  lines,  teasing  out  the
nuances  that  quantitative  data  alone
could not capture. Our approach balanced

the rigors of statistical analysis with the
whimsy of real-world context,  creating a
complementary pairing not unlike a well-
matched set of data points.

Finally, our research team subjected our
findings  to  rigorous  internal  scrutiny,
engaging  in  spirited  debates  over  the
interpretation of the results, and cleared
each element of potential bias through a
collaborative review process. In addition,
we used statistical software to filter out
any  potential  methodology  hiccups,
ensuring our results were as polished as a
well-crafted pun.

With  our  data  firmly  in  hand  and  our
analyses  diligently  executed,  we  arrived
at  a  robust  understanding  of  the
relationship  between  the  awarding  of
associates  degrees  in  information
sciences and the popularity of pick-up line
Google  searches,  infusing  the  austere
world of academic research with a touch
of  levity  and  wit.  This  study  strives  to
remind the scholarly community that even
in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  there's
always  room  for  a  well-placed  quip  -  a
reminder that when it comes to statistics
and  humor,  correlation  doesn't  imply
causation,  but  it  sure  makes  for  an
entertaining read!

RESULTS

The  results  of  our  analysis  revealed  a
remarkably  strong  positive  correlation
between  the  number  of  associates
degrees awarded in information sciences
and the frequency of Google searches for
pick-up  lines.  The  correlation  coefficient
of  0.9114209  underscores  the  robust
relationship between these variables. One
might  say  that  our  findings  "compute"
quite  well  with the hypothesis,  wouldn't
you agree?

Furthermore,  the  r-squared  value  of
0.8306880  indicates  that  a  substantial
proportion of the variation in pick-up line
searches can be explained by the number
of  associates  degrees  in  information
sciences.  It's  as  if  the  pursuit  of
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knowledge in information sciences has a
direct influence on the inclination to seek
out  charming  one-liners.  Perhaps  one
could  even  call  it  a  "schema-tic"
association?

Notably,  the  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
provides  compelling  evidence  to  reject
the null  hypothesis  of  no correlation.  In
other  words,  it's  highly  improbable  that
the observed correlation is merely due to
chance. Our findings firmly establish the
connection between these two seemingly
disparate  phenomena,  prompting  us  to
ponder  the  "pick-up"  and  momentum  of
information sciences education in shaping
digital interactions.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)  visually
encapsulates  the  strong  positive
correlation between associates degrees in
information sciences and Google searches
for pick-up lines. The pattern of the data
points  resembles  a  well-orchestrated
algorithm,  showcasing  the  synchronicity
of  these  two  variables  in  a  way  that  is
both striking and, dare I say, enchanting.

DISCUSSION

The results of our study robustly reinforce
the  prior  research  that  posited  a
relationship  between  educational
endeavors  and  interpersonal
communication patterns. The remarkably
strong  positive  correlation  between  the
number of associates degrees awarded in

information sciences and the frequency of
Google  searches  for  pick-up  lines  aligns
harmoniously  with the findings of  Smith
et al. (2015) and Doe (2018). It appears
that  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  in
information  sciences  indeed  has  a
tangible  influence  on  the  prevalence  of
pick-up line queries in the digital sphere.

Our findings not only support the existing
literature but also offer an amusing twist
to the scholarly discourse, akin to a well-
timed dad joke at a family gathering. The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9114209
echoes  the  resounding  resonance
between  educational  pathways  and
flirtatious  exchanges,  underscoring  the
"logical"  link  between  intellectual
pursuits and digital courtship. One might
even say that the correlation "searched"
for  by  previous  researchers  has  been
found hiding in plain sight.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.8306880
signifies  the  substantial  proportion  of
variation in pick-up line searches that can
be elucidated by the number of associates
degrees  in  information  sciences—an
outcome that bolsters the argument that
the realm of academia can permeate into
the  nuances  of  everyday  interactions.
Consequently, it seems that the impact of
educational  pursuits  extends  beyond
theoretical  domains,  embracing  the
spontaneity  of  human connection  in  the
digital  space.  It's  as  if  statistical
significance  has,  dare  I  say,  pick-ed  up
quite an intriguing anecdote!

Employing  humor  in  scholarly  dialogue
may temporarily  sidestep  the  traditional
gravitas  of  academia,  yet  it  infuses  a
touch  of  levity  that  parallels  the
unexpected nature of our findings. The p-
value  of  less  than  0.01  unequivocally
dismisses  the  null  hypothesis,
emphasizing  the  improbability  of  the
observed  correlation  occurring  by  mere
chance.  This  resounding  evidence
challenges  conventional  perceptions  of
the  intersection  between  educational
attainment and playful banter, exhibiting
a  "charming"  statistical  rigidity  that
invites a whimsical analogy.
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In  essence,  our  study  resonates  with
previous research while infusing scholarly
discourse  with  an  unexpected  source  of
amusement,  akin  to  a  well-crafted  dad
joke  that  elicits  both  surprise  and
amusement. The surreal yet tangible link
between  information  sciences  education
and the proclivity for pick-up line queries
unfolds a narrative that underscores the
enduring presence of intellectual pursuits
in the nuances of digital courtship. It's as
if the data itself whispered a clever quip,
inviting  us  to  appreciate  the
unanticipated synergy between academia
and amusement.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our research has revealed a
compelling  correlation  between  the
number of associates degrees awarded in
information sciences and the frequency of
Google  searches  for  pick-up  lines.  The
statistical evidence "stacks up" to suggest
that  individuals  studying  information
sciences  may  have  an  increased
propensity  to  seek  out  clever
conversational  gambits.  It's  as  if  their
quest for knowledge extends to the realm
of endearing banter. One might say they
have a "byte" for charming repartee!

While  the  robust  correlation  coefficient
and  r-squared  value  demonstrate  the
strength of the relationship, it's important
to acknowledge that correlation does not
imply causation. However, one can't help
but  wonder  if  information  sciences
coursework  includes  a  module  on  witty
dialogue. Perhaps it's time to "update" the
curriculum  to  include  a  section  on
"romantically structured queries"!

Though  the  findings  of  this  study  may
elicit a chuckle or two, they also serve as
a reminder of the unexpected connections
that can emerge from rigorous statistical
analysis.  As  we  bid  adieu  to  this
exploration  of  information  sciences  and
pick-up lines, let us remember that even
in the world of academia, there's room for
a well-timed jest and the occasional pun-
filled footnote.

In light of our findings, we assert that no
further research in this particular area is
needed.  We  have  thoroughly  "Googled"
this  topic  and  found  our  results  to  be
quite satisfying. If anything, we hope our
research has "picked up" the spirits of our
esteemed  colleagues  in  the  academic
community.
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