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Abstract

This  study  delves  into  the  relationship  between  the
number of Bachelor's degrees awarded in Agriculture and
Natural Resources and the stock price of Bank of America
(BAC).  Using  data  from  the  National  Center  for
Education Statistics and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), we
conducted a comprehensive analysis spanning from 2012
to  2021.  Our  findings  revealed  a  striking  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9477381,  and  a  statistical  significance
with p < 0.01. We discovered that, much like the careful
tending  and  nurturing  of  crops,  the  cultivation  of
Bachelor's degrees in Agriculture and Natural Resources
exhibits a robust positive association with the growth of
Bank of America's stock price. Such a strong correlation
begs  the  question:  are  blooming  careers  in  agriculture
sowing the seeds of prosperity for financial giants? As we
unearthed this intriguing connection, perhaps it is time to
reap what  we've sown by incorporating this  knowledge
into our investment portfolios. After all,  who knew that
harvesting degrees in agriculture could yield such fruitful
returns in the financial market?

1. Introduction

The  intersection  of  academia  and  finance  often
yields  intriguing  findings,  and  this  study  seeks  to
cultivate  our  understanding  of  the  relationship
between the number of Bachelor's degrees awarded
in Agriculture and Natural Resources and the stock
price of Bank of America (BAC). This exploration
takes  root  in  the  fertile  soil  of  statistical  analysis,
sowing the seeds of knowledge to reap a harvest of
insight into this uncharted terrain.

As we embark on this journey, we are reminded of
the timeless dad joke: Why did the scarecrow win an
award? Because he was outstanding in his field! Just
like  the  outstanding  scarecrow,  our  study  aims  to
stand  out  in  its  field  by  uncovering  the  potential
impact  of  agricultural  education  on  the  financial
landscape.

The growth of Bank of America's stock price acts as
the compass guiding our investigation, prompting us
to delve into the data from the National Center for
Education Statistics and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv).
Our  robust  analysis,  akin  to  the  meticulous  care
given  to  a  delicate  crop,  ventures  to  unearth  the
hidden  correlation  between  these  seemingly
disparate domains.

It  is  remarkable  to  ponder  that  the  cultivation  of
knowledge in agriculture and natural resources may
have a blossoming effect on the financial market. In
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a world where stock prices sway with the wind of
market trends, discovering a substantial connection
between  these  two  spheres  opens  the  door  to  a
bountiful harvest of investment opportunities.

As we delve deeper into the fertile ground of this
study, let us embrace the pun-derful potential of this
unconventional pairing, for in the world of academia
and finance, there is always room for a little fun!

2. Literature Review

Several previous studies have sought to understand
the  relationship  between educational  attainment  in
specific fields and their impact on various industries.
In  "Smith  et  al.,"  the  authors  find  that  there  is  a
positive  association  between  the  number  of
Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in  Agriculture  and
Natural  Resources  and the  stock  prices  of  several
large  financial  institutions.  Similarly,  "Doe  and
Jones" demonstrate a significant correlation between
educational  trends  in  agricultural  studies  and  the
economic performance of banking corporations. 

Now, turning our attention to relevant  literature in
the field, books such as "The Omnivore's Dilemma"
by Michael Pollan and "The Big Short" by Michael
Lewis shed light on the intricate interplay between
agricultural  practices  and  financial  markets.
Moreover,  fictional  works  like  "Animal  Farm"  by
George Orwell and "The Grapes of Wrath" by John
Steinbeck offer allegorical insights into the societal
impacts  of  agricultural  education  on  economic
systems.

In  addition  to  traditional  literary  sources,  social
media  posts  have  also  contributed  anecdotal
evidence  to  this  subject.  A  tweet  by
@AgriFinanceGuru  stated,  "Agricultural  education
is the root of financial success – it's time to reap the
benefits!"  Another  Instagram  post  from
@InvestingInCrops remarked,  "Did you know that
the  correlation  between  agriculture  degrees  and
banking stocks is  growing like a pumpkin patch?"
Such informal  observations  have added a  layer  of
colloquial  knowledge  to  the  discourse  on  the
intersection of  agricultural  education  and financial
outcomes.

Given  the  breadth  of  literary  and  social  media
evidence,  it  is  clear  that  the  relationship  between

Bachelor's  degrees  in  Agriculture  and  Natural
Resources and the stock price of Bank of America is
a fertile ground for further exploration. As we plow
through the existing literature, the seeds of curiosity
begin to sprout, perhaps signaling a bumper crop of
financial insight on the horizon. After all, what's the
best way to grow a stock portfolio? Plant the seeds
of  agricultural  knowledge  and  watch  your
investments bloom!

3. Methodology

To plow through the soil  of this  research, we first
gathered data on the number of Bachelor's degrees
awarded in Agriculture and Natural Resources from
the  National  Center  for  Education  Statistics,
focusing on the years 2012 to 2021. This data was
sown  into  our  analysis  to  capture  the  growth  of
educational  crops over  the  years.  Just  as  a  farmer
carefully  monitors  the  growth  of  their  crops,  we
diligently tracked the trends in the awarding of these
degrees.

Our team then ventured into the stock market field,
where  we  harvested  data  on  Bank  of  America's
(BAC) stock price from LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv).
This  information  allowed  us  to  cultivate  an
understanding  of  the  fluctuations  in  BAC's  stock
price over the same period. It's as if we're cultivating
a garden of financial data, tending to each data point
with care.

Next,  we  employed a  daunting  array  of  statistical
tools  to  till  the  soil  of  our  data  and  uncover  any
hidden  connections  between  the  growth  of
agricultural  degrees and BAC's stock performance.
We used sophisticated regression analyses to plow
through  the  data,  sifting  through  correlations  and
coefficients.  Our  approach  was  akin  to  planting
analytical seeds and patiently waiting for the blooms
of insight to emerge.

With the trowel of econometric modeling in hand,
we  transplanted  the  data  into  various  models  to
discern the strength and direction of the relationship
between the number of agricultural degrees awarded
and  BAC's  stock  price.  This  process  involved
nurturing the data with various analytical techniques,
ensuring  a  thorough  exploration  of  the  potential
correlation.
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After cultivating and refining our data, we employed
robustness checks and sensitivity analyses to ensure
the reliability  of  our  findings.  This  was crucial  to
confirm  that  the  identified  correlation  between
agricultural degrees and BAC's stock price was not
merely  a  chance  sprout  but  rather  a  sturdy  and
consistent connection.

Lastly,  we  conducted  a  series  of  supplementary
analyses to explore potential mediating factors and
delve  deeper  into  the  mechanisms  underlying  the
observed  relationship.  Like  a  farmer  adjusting
irrigation  to  optimize  crop  growth,  these
supplementary analyses allowed us to fine-tune our
understanding of  how agricultural  education could
impact the financial market.

Throughout  this  methodological  journey,  we
remained vigilant  in  maintaining  the  integrity  and
rigor  of  our  approach,  cultivating  a  study  that  is
rooted  in  sound  research  practices  and  ripe  with
scholarly insights.

Just  as  a  tractor  plows  through  the  fields,  we
plunged  through  the  data,  unearthing  the  hidden
connections between educational crops and financial
yields. And remember, why did the tomato turn red?
Because it saw the salad dressing! Our research aims
to  provide  the  dressing  to  accompany  the  fruitful
harvest  of  knowledge  in  this  unique  intersection
between academia and finance.

4. Results

The  results  of  our  analysis  from  2012  to  2021
revealed a  strong and positive  correlation between
the  number  of  Bachelor's  degrees  awarded  in
Agriculture  and  Natural  Resources  and  Bank  of
America's  stock  price  (BAC),  with  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9477381.  This  finding  suggests  a
robust  association  between  these  two  seemingly
distinct domains. Perhaps those who sow the seeds
of knowledge in agriculture also reap the rewards in
the financial market.

In  addition,  the  R-squared  value  of  0.8982076
indicates  that  approximately  89.82%  of  the
variability in Bank of America's stock price can be
explained  by  the  number  of  Bachelor's  degrees
awarded  in  Agriculture  and  Natural  Resources.  It
appears that the yield of education in this field bears

a remarkably strong influence on the movement of
stock  prices.  It's  as  if  the  stock  market  is
experiencing the 'fruits' of agricultural education!

Furthermore,  the  statistical  significance  with  p  <
0.01 underscores the reliability of this relationship.
The  probability  of  such  a  strong  correlation
occurring  by  chance  is  less  than  1%,  making  it
highly  unlikely  that  this  finding  is  merely  a
statistical fluke. It seems that the fruitful influence of
agricultural  education  on  stock  prices  is  no  mere
garden-variety coincidence.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

As the figure (Fig. 1) shows, the scatterplot visually
depicts  the  tightly  clustered  data  points,  affirming
the  pronounced  correlation  between  Bachelor's
degrees  awarded  in  Agriculture  and  Natural
Resources and Bank of America's stock price. It's as
if  each  data  point  is  a  ripe,  plump tomato  on  the
vine,  symbolizing  the  bountiful  harvest  of
knowledge  in  agriculture  impacting  the  financial
world.

In  conclusion,  our  findings  suggest  that  the
cultivation of Bachelor's degrees in Agriculture and
Natural  Resources  has  a  solid  and  noteworthy
impact  on  Bank  of  America's  stock  price.  This
unexpected connection sheds light on the potential
influence of agricultural education on the financial
market,  perhaps  making  these  degrees  a  valuable
'commodity' in the investment landscape.

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  this  study  provide  compelling
evidence  for  the  strong  and  positive  association
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between the number of Bachelor's degrees awarded
in Agriculture and Natural Resources and Bank of
America's  stock  price.  Our  results  support  the
previous research by Smith et al. and Doe and Jones,
who also observed a significant correlation between
educational  trends  in  agricultural  studies  and  the
economic  performance  of  banking  corporations.  It
appears  that  the  cultivation  of  agricultural
knowledge indeed yields a bountiful harvest in the
financial market.

The parallel between the careful nurturing of crops
and the robust growth of Bank of America's  stock
price is eerily reminiscent of a corny dad joke – it
seems  that  sowing  the  seeds  of  agricultural
education is truly reaping financial rewards. 

Moreover,  harking  back  to  the  witticisms  of
@AgriFinanceGuru  and  @InvestingInCrops  on
social  media,  it  becomes  apparent  that  their
observations were not just casual musings but rather
insightful  reflections  of  a  genuine  and  impactful
correlation.  Who  knew  that  agricultural  degrees
could be the 'crop' supporting the financial 'stock' of
Bank of America?

The R-squared value of 0.8982076 underscores the
substantial influence of agricultural education on the
movement  of  stock  prices,  resembling  a  bumper
crop that  explains nearly 90% of the variability in
Bank of America's stock price. This is more than just
a  statistical  fluke  -  it's  a  statistical  fruitcake,
confirming  the  robustness  and  reliability  of  this
relationship.

As we consider the implications of our study, it is
clear  that  the  potential  influence  of  agricultural
education  on  the  financial  market  cannot  be
overlooked.  The  visual  representation  of  our  data
points in the scatterplot (Fig. 1) serves as a poignant
metaphor for the influence of agricultural education
– each data point is akin to a ripe, plump tomato on
the  vine,  symbolizing  the  bountiful  harvest  of
knowledge impacting the financial world.

In light of these findings, it may be time to consider
the incorporation of  agricultural  education insights
into  investment  strategies.  After  all,  who  wouldn't
want to have a 'field day' in the stock market while
reaping the rewards of agricultural knowledge?

In  conclusion,  the  unexpected  but  undeniable
connection  between  Bachelor's  degrees  in
Agriculture  and  Natural  Resources  and  Bank  of
America's  stock  price  calls  for  a  deeper
understanding of the potential role of agriculture in
shaping the financial landscape. Perhaps it's time to
acknowledge that  agricultural  education is  not  just
about planting seeds in fields, but also planting the
seeds of financial success in the stock market.

6. Conclusion

Raising  the  stakes  in  the  realm  of  education  and
finance,  our  study  delved  into  the  surprising
correlation between Bachelor's  degrees awarded in
Agriculture  and  Natural  Resources  and  Bank  of
America's stock price. The results have highlighted a
robust  and  significant  relationship,  indicating  that
the  cultivation  of  knowledge  in  agriculture  may
indeed yield fruitful returns in the financial market.

Much  like  a  well-timed  fertilizer  application,  the
strong correlation coefficient of 0.9477381 points to
a  substantial  relationship  between  these  two
domains, suggesting that the growth of agricultural
education  can  sow  the  seeds  of  prosperity  in  the
stock market. It seems that those pursuing degrees in
agriculture are not only sowing seeds in the soil, but
also in the stock exchange!

The R-squared value of 0.8982076 further reinforces
the  influential  nature  of  agricultural  education  on
Bank of America's stock price, with approximately
89.82% of the variability in stock price explained by
the  number  of  Bachelor's  degrees  awarded in  this
field. It's as if the impact of agricultural education on
stock  prices  is  as  dependable  as  the  changing
seasons!

Moreover, the statistical significance with p < 0.01
underscores  the  validity  of  this  unexpected
relationship, indicating that the likelihood of such a
strong correlation occurring by chance is less than
1%.  It  appears  that  this  bountiful  connection
between agricultural education and stock prices is no
mere crop of statistical randomness.

In summary, our research has uncovered a distinctive
and  compelling  link  between  the  cultivation  of
Bachelor's  degrees  in  Agriculture  and  Natural
Resources  and  the  growth  of  Bank  of  America's
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stock price. As we ponder the implications of these
findings,  we  must  acknowledge  the  corny  yet
relevant dad joke: What do you call a cow that plays
the stock market? A bull market! Just like the bullish
influence of agricultural education on stock prices, it
seems that this connection is no laughing matter.

With such compelling evidence at hand, it appears
that further research in this area is unwarranted. This
unexpected  relationship  between  agriculture
education and stock prices stands as a gem among
the  haystack  of  financial  correlations,  providing  a
unique insight into the interplay between education
and market  dynamics.  Hence,  we  recommend that
future researchers direct their efforts to more fertile
research fields. After all, with such strong evidence,
it's time to put this topic out to pasture.
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