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Abstract

In this paper, we delve into the unexpected relationship between the popularity of the first name
"Walker" and the stock price of Lam Research (LRCX). Despite the seemingly unrelated nature
of these two variables, we reveal a striking correlation that is sure to raise eyebrows and perhaps
even elicit a chuckle or two. By tapping into data from the US Social Security Administration and
LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), we conducted a rigorous analysis spanning from 2002 to 2022. Our
findings unveil a correlation coefficient of 0.9864042 with a p-value less than 0.01, indicating a
robust and statistically significant association between the two seemingly disparate phenomena.
While the mechanisms underlying this connection remain shrouded in mystery, our study sheds
light  on an intriguing correlation that  may prompt  further  investigation at  the intersection of
naming trends and stock market dynamics. So, the next time you meet a "Walker" or glance at
Lam Research's  stock price,  you may find yourself  pondering the intriguing linkage that  our
research has brought to the forefront.

1.  Introduction

Ah, the world of research – where we unravel mysteries, scrutinize data, and occasionally
stumble upon the most unexpected and perplexing connections. In this paper, we embark
on a rather peculiar expedition, seeking to unveil the unheard-of relationship between the
popularity of the first name "Walker" and the stock price of Lam Research (LRCX). Yes,
you read that right – we're delving into the enigmatic bond between nomenclature and
Nasdaq.

As curious academics, we couldn't resist the temptation to explore the uncharted territory
of this seemingly unrelated pair of variables. While most researchers chase conventional
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correlations, we decided to take a stroll down a different path – one where we turned our
attention  to  naming  trends  and stock  market  dynamics,  all  in  the  name of  scientific
curiosity and, let's be honest, a dash of whimsy.

Now, you might be wondering, "Why Walker? What about other names like Junior or
Stormageddon?" Well, worry not, dear reader, for our choice was not arbitrary. The name
Walker  exudes  a  sense  of  purpose,  a  forward  momentum,  much  like  the  stride  of  a
seasoned investor navigating the ebbs and flows of the stock market. So, amidst all the
Johns  and  Janes,  the  Walkers  caught  our  eye,  and  we  marched  forth  with  our
investigation.

Armed  with  data  from  the  US  Social  Security  Administration  and  LSEG  Analytics
(Refinitiv),  we delved deep into the labyrinth of statistical  analyses,  boldly venturing
from 2002 to 2022. Our endeavor finally unveiled a correlation coefficient of 0.9864042,
a p-value less than 0.01, and a hearty round of applause from our befuddled colleagues.
Yes, we had done it – we had unearthed a robust and statistically significant association
between the two seemingly incongruent phenomena.

As we peel back the layers of this astonishing correlation, we invite you to join us on this
peculiar journey, where the unpredictable meets the inexplicable, and where the name
"Walker" forms an unlikely alliance with the dizzying dance of stock prices. So, buckle
up, dear reader, and get ready to witness the whimsy of research at its finest. After all,
who said science can't have a little fun along the way?

2.  Literature Review

The current body of literature on the correlation between personal names and stock prices
is rather sparse, to say the least. However, despite the dearth of scholarly work in this
peculiar realm, a few notable studies have ventured into similarly whimsical territories,
albeit with varying degrees of gravity.

In  "The Name Game:  How Baby Names Define  Your Destiny,"  Smith  examines  the
societal implications of personal names, shedding light on the intricate dance between
nomenclature  and  individual  identity.  While  Smith's  work  primarily  focuses  on  the
human  experience,  one  cannot  help  but  ponder  the  potential  ramifications  of  name
popularity on the collective consciousness of the stock market. After all, if our names
mold our destinies, could they, in turn, sway the fate of financial markets? A question for
the ages, indeed.

Meanwhile, Doe's "The Fundamentals of Stock Market Analysis" offers a comprehensive
overview of  the quantitative methods employed in analyzing stock price  movements.
Though seemingly disconnected from the whimsical world of nomenclature, Doe's work
prompts us to contemplate the elusive factors that drive stock prices, leaving ample room
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for imaginative musings about the influence of names – enter  the enigmatic moniker
"Walker."

Jones, in "The Psychology of Investment: Understanding Market Behavior," delves into
the intricate web of human psychology and its impact on investment decisions. While
Jones may not have explicitly examined the correlation between specific names and stock
prices, their exploration of investor behavior paves the way for pondering the potential
influence of name popularity on market sentiment. One could even picture a Wall Street
trader exclaiming, "Lam Research is thriving today! It's a sign – all those Walkers out
there are propelling the stock to new heights!"

As we venture beyond the confines of traditional academic works, let us not overlook the
trove  of  insights  nestled  within  the  world  of  popular  non-fiction  and  fiction.
"Freakonomics" by Steven D. Levitt  and Stephen J.  Dubner urges us to  question the
conventional and seek out the unexpected. Coincidentally, our exploration of the Walker-
Lam Research nexus embodies the unorthodox spirit championed by Levitt and Dubner,
unraveling an unlikely connection that defies the boundaries of conventional wisdom.

On the other end of the spectrum, Aldous Huxley's "Brave New World" invites us to
contemplate the societal mechanisms that shape individual identities, stirring the mind to
entertain outlandish yet thought-provoking conjectures. Might the eponymous character,
Bernard Marx, have been a harbinger of the Walker-Lam Research saga, unknowingly
influencing the stock market dynamics with his very name?

In a rather different vein, the whimsical world of children's entertainment and cartoons
has also yielded unexpected inspirations. By closely observing the escapades of Pablo,
Uniqua,  and Tasha in "The Backyardigans,"  one gains unique insights into the art  of
unconventional connections and unexpected alliances. Who's to say that the whimsy of
the Backyardigans isn't mirrored in the unlikely partnership of the name "Walker" and
Lam Research's  stock price? After all,  stranger things have transpired in the name of
research, or at least in the name of children's programming.

In synthesizing the diverse strands of literature – both serious and whimsical – we find
ourselves  at  a  juncture  where  scholarly  gravity  meets  whimsical  ponderings.  The
confluence of explorations into personal names, stock market dynamics, and the playful
musings  of  fiction  and  children's  media  beckons  us  to  embrace  the  unforeseen
correlations and embrace the whimsy of research at its finest. So, dear reader, prepare to
embrace the unexpected and perhaps even unleash a chuckle or two as we waltz through
the curious  realm of names and stock prices.  After  all,  in  the world of research,  the
whimsical and the profound often intersect in the most unexpected ways.

3.  Research Approach
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To untangle the web of wonder and peculiarity surrounding the relationship between the
name  "Walker"  and  the  stock  price  of  Lam  Research  (LRCX),  our  methodology
undertook an enthralling blend of data collection, statistical analysis, and a sprinkle of
whimsy.  Like  intrepid  explorers  in  the  jungle  of  correlation,  we  navigated  the  vast
expanse of information from the US Social Security Administration and LSEG Analytics
(Refinitiv), harnessing the power of big data and statistical prowess to shed light on this
unexpected connection.

First, we embarked on a quest to gather data on the popularity of the name "Walker" from
the US Social Security Administration, spanning the years 2002 to 2022. Utilizing their
treasure trove of nomenclatural knowledge, we meticulously documented the frequency
of  occurrences  for  the  name  "Walker"  across  different  regions  and  demographics,
ensuring a comprehensive understanding of its temporal and spatial prevalence.

Simultaneously, we delved into the labyrinthine depths of LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv) to
excavate the historical stock prices of Lam Research (LRCX), unearthing a wealth of
financial data that stretched across the same chronological span. This arduous process
involved summoning the powers of complex algorithms and financial  acumen, as we
meticulously extracted the daily closing prices of LRCX, transforming raw, unrefined
financial data into gleaming nuggets of statistical insight.

With  our  quiver  chock-full  of  data,  we set  our  sights  on  elucidating  the  lauded link
between the name "Walker" and the stock price of LRCX, employing the mighty tools of
statistical analysis to parse through the intricacies of correlation. Utilizing the wondrous
wizardry of software like R and Python, we cast spells of regression analysis, correlation
coefficients,  and  hypothesis  testing,  weaving  a  spellbinding  tapestry  of  statistical
significance that illuminated the entwined tale of nomenclature and Nasdaq.

As we treaded through the  realm of  methodology,  we ensured  the  robustness  of  our
analyses  through  meticulous  cross-validation,  sensitivity  analyses,  and  bootstrapping
techniques, fortifying our findings against the tempestuous tides of statistical uncertainty.
While our journey was not without its challenges—navigating the treacherous terrain of
missing data, outliers, and confounding variables—we emerged triumphant, armed with a
compelling narrative of statistical significance and unforeseen correlation.

So, as we conclude this jubilant journey through methodology, we invite you to hold your
breath,  for  the  enchanting  revelations  of  our  findings  await  in  the  hallowed halls  of
results.  Join us as we unravel the captivating connection between "Walker" and Lam
Research's stock price, a tale that promises to pique your curiosity and perhaps even elicit
a wry smile. After all, in the realm of research, the unexpected is often the most delightful
discovery.

4.  Findings
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The analysis of the data from the US Social Security Administration and LSEG Analytics
(Refinitiv) led to some eyebrow-raising revelations. We were initially as skeptical as a cat
in  a  room full  of  rocking  chairs  about  finding  any  tangible  connection  between  the
popularity of the first name "Walker" and Lam Research's stock price, but lo and behold,
we found ourselves in a statistical wonderland.

Our  findings  revealed  a  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9864042,  indicating  a  striking
relationship between the two variables. If this were a romantic comedy, it would be the
unexpected love story of a humble name and a surging stock price, destined to defy all
odds and charm its way into the hearts of viewers.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.9729931  added  an  exclamation  point  to  our  discovery,
suggesting that approximately 97.3% of the variability in LRCX stock price could be
explained by the popularity of the name "Walker." If only all relationships were that easy
to decipher!

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

And to top it all off, we were met with a p-value of less than 0.01, signaling that this
correlation  was  not  just  a  mere  fluke,  but  a  bona  fide,  statistically  significant
phenomenon. It was like finding a four-leaf clover in a field of statistical wildflowers.

Figure 1 showcases the mesmerizing scatterplot that illuminates the strong correlation
between the popularity of the name "Walker" and the rollercoaster ride of LRCX stock
prices. It's the kind of chart that would make even the most ardent statistics enthusiasts
stop  and  marvel  at  the  unexpected  connection  between  nominative  determinism and
financial fervor.

In  summary,  our  results  jolted  us  out  of  any  complacency  and  into  the  realm  of
unanticipated correlations, proving that sometimes, the most unexpected pairings can lead
to statistical gold. So, the next time you meet a "Walker" or gaze at Lam Research's stock
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price, remember the unlikely bond that our research has unveiled—a tale of names and
numbers that leaves us all marveling at the zany world of statistical intrigue.

5.  Discussion on findings

Our study has unearthed a correlation of cosmic proportions – a statistical tango between
the  first  name  "Walker"  and  the  stock  price  of  Lam  Research  (LRCX).  The  hefty
correlation coefficient and the p-value that might as well have been wearing a sparkly
outfit scream "statistically significant" like a diva on stage. Our results align with and
elevate the existing body of literature, like a graceful ballerina pirouetting on the stage of
research.

You  might  be  wondering,  "How on  earth  could  the  name  'Walker'  and  stock  prices
possibly  be  linked?"  Well,  it's  a  bit  like  discovering  that  the  color  of  your  socks
influences the weather. It's unexpected, it's a tad absurd, but here we are, firmly anchored
in the embrace of statistical validation.

Pondering the whimsical musings of prior literature, our findings lend empirical weight
to the uncharted territory that Smith, Doe, and Jones hinted at in their scholarly inquiries.
The interplay between nomenclature and market dynamics seems to have unfurled its
enigmatic  dance  before  our  very  eyes,  beckoning  us  to  unravel  the  threads  of  this
whimsical tapestry with earnest curiosity.

Just  as  Levitt  and  Dubner  championed  the  pursuit  of  the  unconventional,  our
investigation embodies the spirit of flouting conventions and embracing the unexpected.
The econometric waltz we've embarked upon mirrors the unorthodox spirit of their work,
illustrating that sometimes, the seemingly absurd and the statistically substantial converge
on  the  grand  stage  of  research,  much  to  the  delight  of  scholarly  enquirers  and  pun
enthusiasts alike.

And let's not forget the whimsy of children's programming and storytelling, for it appears
that our very own Walker-Lam Research saga has found resonance with the backdrops of
unconventional  alliances  and  unforeseen  connections.  As  we  navigate  the  uncharted
waters  of  statistical  inquiry,  we  find  ourselves  compelled  to  acknowledge  that  the
unexpected correlations that emerge from our research often rival the wildest escapades
of children's literature.

In essence, our study imbues the world of research with a dash of whimsy, reminding us
that even the most eccentric correlations can unfurl wondrous insights. So, let  us bid
adieu  to  the  staid  confines  of  traditional  hypotheses  and  embrace  the  delightful
unpredictability of statistical discovery. After all, in the realm of research, it's often the
unexpected  pairings  that  illuminate  the  path  toward  groundbreaking  insights.  Keep
walking, dear reader, and perhaps the next time you encounter a "Walker" or track LRCX
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stock  prices,  you'll  find  yourself  pondering  the  unlikely,  yet  undeniably  entertaining,
interplay that our research has brought to light.

6.  Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  research  has  uncorked  a  statistical  vintage  that  leaves  us  both
perplexed and delightfully amused. Who would have thought that the name "Walker"
could strut its way into the entwined tango of stock prices with such flamboyant gusto?
Our discovery, with a correlation coefficient almost as strong as the aroma of freshly
roasted coffee, has sent shockwaves through the realms of naming trends and financial
fervor.

This peculiar kinship between nomenclature and Nasdaq has tickled our scientific senses,
highlighting  the  delightful  unpredictability  that  often  lurks  beneath  the  surface  of
statistical analyses. It's as if the universe were winking at us, whispering, "Hey, have you
seen this quirky duo? They're the stars of the latest statistical sitcom!"

While we may have ventured into uncharted statistical territory, our findings stand tall
and proud, much like a perfectly executed statistical hypothesis test. With a p-value lower
than a limbo bar at a snake's birthday party, we stand resolute in our assertion that this
correlation is not to be taken lightly.

So, dear reader, as we bid adieu to this exhilarating adventure, we leave with a smirk and
a twinkle in our eyes, knowing that science, statistics, and a dash of whimsy can collide
to unveil the most unexpected and amusing connections. After all, isn't research a bit like
a box of statistical chocolates? You never know what quirky flavor you'll uncover next.

With that said, we assert that no further research is needed in this area. We've turned over
every statistical  stone,  peered into the depths  of naming trends,  and danced with the
dizzying numbers of the stock market, emerging with our delightful find. It's time to tip
our hats to the statistical majesty of "Walker" and Lam Research's stock price, bid them
adieu, and march forth into the next scientific frontier, leaving this delightful correlation
to await its next curious observer.
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