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Abstract

In this study, we delve into the whimsically unexpected connection between the abundance of Master's 
degrees in English language and literature/letters and the fluctuating stock price of Cenovus Energy 
(CVE). Leveraging data from the National Center for Education Statistics and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), 
we embarked on an odyssey to unravel the enigmatic correlation between these seemingly disparate 
domains. Remarkably, our analysis yielded a correlation coefficient of 0.9609507, with a p-value of less 
than 0.01 for the years 2012 to 2021. Our findings, though sardonically surprising, may offer unforeseen 
insights into the esoteric interplay between linguistic acumen and energy market dynamics. This scholarly
pursuit not only tickles the intelligence but also illuminates the preconceived notions by shedding light on 
the revealing link between the realm of rhetoric and the world of financial exchanges.
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1. Introduction

Introduction

     In  pondering  the  intricate  and  often
unpredictable machinations of the financial
world, one might not immediately associate
the movements of Cenovus Energy's stock
price  with the confounding complexities of
English  language  and  literature.  However,
as  we  peer  through  the  looking  glass  of
academic research, we find ourselves on an
expedition  to  uncover  the  enchanting

connection  between  Master's  degrees  in
English  and  the  capricious  fluctuations  of
Cenovus Energy's stock price.

     The notion of  a relationship between
these two seemingly incongruous domains
may initially evoke a skeptical furrow of the
brow, but we assure you, dear reader, that
our  investigation  has  unearthed  a
correlation  so  compelling,  it  would  make
even the Bard himself cock an eyebrow in
surprise. As we dive headfirst into the abyss
of  statistical  analysis  and  esoteric
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ponderings, we invite you to join us on this
quirky  quest  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
threads that weave together the realms of
literary mastery and financial prowess.

     Before  we  embark  on  this  intrepid
journey,  let  us first  elucidate the backdrop
against  which  our  scholarly  escapade
unfolded.  The  surge  in  Master's  degrees
awarded  in  English  language  and
literature/letters  over  the  past  decade  has
been  nothing  short  of  remarkable.  While
some may surmise that the proliferation of
such  degrees  is  merely  an  ode  to  the
enduring appeal of Shakespearean sonnets,
we cannot dismiss the possibility that there
may be a larger, more clandestine force at
play – one that tugs at the heartstrings of
stock prices and bids Wordsworth's verses
to waltz with the whims of Wall Street.

     As we delve into the annals of academic
inquiry,  armed with data from the National
Center  for  Education  Statistics  and  LSEG
Analytics (Refinitiv),  we seek to unveil  the
enigmatic  correlation  that  has  eluded
conventional  wisdom.  Drawing  upon  the
seductive power of regression analysis and
the tantalizing allure of p-values, we aim to
demonstrate  that  the  tangled  web  of
numbers  and  narratives  holds  within  it  a
secret  so  compelling,  it  would  make even
the most erudite scholar raise an eyebrow in
astonishment.

     So,  strap  in,  dear  reader,  for  our
scholarly  rollercoaster  ride promises to be
anything  but  mundane.  As  we  navigate
through  the  labyrinthine  corridors  of
linguistic  expertise  and  financial  fortitude,
we shall not only illuminate the unexpected
intersections  of  these  domains  but  also
sprinkle  a  touch  of  whimsy  and  wonder
upon the often staid landscape of academic
inquiry.  Our  findings,  though  perhaps
mirthfully bemusing at first glance, may very
well  offer  a  fresh  perspective  on  the
synergies  between  the  realms  of  rhetoric
and the world of financial exchanges.

2. Literature Review

In  "The  Art  of  Stock-Broiling:  Linguistic
Leverage in Financial Markets," Smith et al.
embark on a linguistic expedition, aiming to
unveil the surreal nexus between language
prowess  and  stock  market  maneuvers.
Their  analysis,  though  initially  met  with
raised  eyebrows  from  the  finance
community, presents a compelling case for
the profound impact of linguistic finesse on
market dynamics.

Doe's "Wordsmiths and Stock Shifts: A Tale
of Linguistic Prowess" further enriches our
understanding  of  the  interplay  between
language  mastery  and  stock  price
fluctuations.  With  an  eloquence  that  rivals
the  prose  of  literary  giants,  Doe  deftly
navigates  through  the  labyrinth  of  market
jargon,  shedding  light  on  the  uncanny
parallels  between  linguistic  dexterity  and
stock market resilience.

Jones and colleagues, in "The Language of
Numbers,  The  Numbers  of  Language:  An
Unconventional Exploration," chart a course
through  the  enigmatic  waters  of  linguistic
numerology. Their findings, though cloaked
in  the  statistical  garb  of  academic  rigor,
whisper  a  tantalizing  tale  of  linguistic
prowess  deftly  influencing  market  trends,
much  like  a  masterfully  spun  literary  yarn
captivating eager readers.

Moving  from  the  scholarly  to  the  literary
domain,  "The  Decline  and  Fall  of  Stock
Prices:  A  Linguistic  Odyssey"  by  Ernest
Hemingway  offers  a  fictitious  yet  thought-
provoking  narrative  that  seemingly  tangos
with the whims of Wall Street. Hemingway's
prose,  while  evoking  a  world  far  removed
from  financial  markets,  resonates  with  a
subtle  undercurrent  that  beckons  the
imagination to ponder the allure of linguistic
mastery on stock price tides.

"Sonnets  and  Stocks:  A  Comparative
Analysis"  by  William  Shakespeare,  a

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



timeless  classic  in  literature  circles,  may
seem a far  cry from the pulsating beat  of
stock  market  transactions.  However,  a
closer  examination  reveals  the  subtle
cadence of linguistic elegance mirroring the
tempo  of  market  fluctuations,  akin  to  the
rhythmic  rise  and  fall  of  Shakespeare's
sonnets.

Venturing into the digital realm, a tweet by
@FinancialLinguist  tantalizingly  suggests,
"Unleash the power of metaphor, and watch
your  stocks  soar.  #LanguageLeverage
#FinancialFluency." While social media may
seem  an  unlikely  source  of  empirical
evidence,  it  offers  a curious peek into the
zeitgeist  of  linguistic  intrigue  intertwining
with the ebbs and flows of stock prices.

Perhaps,  amidst  this  charming  medley  of
academic  treatises,  literary  masterpieces,
and  social  musings,  the  esoteric  bond
between  Master's  degrees  in  English
language and literature/letters and Cenovus
Energy's  stock prices begins  to unfurl  like
the  plot  of  an  intriguing  novel  -  one  that
seamlessly  binds  the  realms  of  linguistic
panache  and  financial  ebullience  in  a
captivating dance of intellect and intrigue.

3. Our approach & methods

In  our  endeavor  to  untangle  the  peculiar
correlation  between  Master's  degrees  in
English  language and literature/letters  and
Cenovus Energy's stock price, we employed
a methodological concoction that could rival
the whimsical wizardry of a Shakespearean
potion.  Our  data  collection,  akin  to
traversing  through  the  dense  forest  of
academia,  involved  a  seemingly  mystical
fusion  of  digital  spelunking  and  statistical
alchemy.

To begin with, we summoned the spirits of
the National Center for Education Statistics
and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv)  to  lay bare
the  numerical  tapestries  that  lay  hidden
within  the  labyrinthine  corridors  of  their

databases.  Our  first  incantation  involved
harvesting  data  on  the  annual  number  of
Master's  degrees  awarded  in  English
language and literature/letters from 2012 to
2021, conjuring forth the figures that would
serve as the beating heart of our analysis.

The  mystic  art  of  data  manipulation  then
took  center  stage  as  we  harnessed  the
powers of  spreadsheet  sorcery to cleanse
and  fortify  our  dataset,  ensuring  that  no
mischievous  outliers  or  malignant  errors
could cast aspersions upon the sanctity of
our  inquiry.  With  the  data  polished  to  a
lustrous  sheen,  we  then  summoned  the
genie  of  statistical  software  to  conjure  up
regression  analyses,  correlation
coefficients,  and  p-values  that  would
elucidate  the  elusive  relationship  between
linguistic  erudition  and  financial
machinations.

As  we  peered  through  the  kaleidoscopic
lens of our statistical incantations, we cast
our  calculations  across  the  temporal
tapestry  of  the  past  decade,  seeking  to
discern patterns and anomalies that  might
offer  a  glimpse  into  the hidden covenants
that bind the worlds of literature and stock
prices. Our method was not merely textbook
–  it  was  a  symphony  of  scholarly
symposium  and  whimsical  wizardry,  an
enchanting dalliance between conventional
precision and scholarly serendipity.

With our analytical spells firmly in place, we
advanced  to  perform  robustness  checks
and sensitivity analyses,  ensuring that  our
findings resonated across diverse scenarios
and  did  not  succumb  to  the  caprices  of
statistical  chicanery.  The  safeguards  we
erected  were  as  meticulous  as  a  doting
guardian watching over a prized collection
of  rare  manuscripts,  ensuring  that  no
spurious  conclusion  could  creep  into  the
edifice of our scholarly endeavor.

Ultimately,  our  methodology,  much  like  a
mischievous  imp  cloaked  in  the  garb  of
erudition,  was  designed  to  unravel  the
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enigmatic  correlation  between  Master's
degrees  in  English  language  and
literature/letters  and  Cenovus  Energy's
stock price, while infusing a dose of levity
and mirth into the often sobering realm of
academic research.

4. Results

The  results  of  our  whimsical  investigation
reveal  a  remarkably  robust  correlation
between  the  number  of  Master's  degrees
awarded  in  English  language  and
literature/letters  and  the  stock  price  of
Cenovus Energy (CVE) from 2012 to 2021.
Our  analysis  uncovered  a  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9609507,  indicating  a
stunningly  strong  positive  relationship
between  these  seemingly  incongruous
variables.  This  finding  sheds  light  on  an
unexpected connection that transcends the
boundaries  of  traditional  academic
discourse  and  dabbles  in  the  mystical
realms  of  linguistic  prowess  and  financial
wizardry.

In addition to the correlation coefficient, our
analysis also yielded an r-squared value of
0.9234262.  This  high  r-squared  value
suggests that a substantial proportion of the
variance  in  Cenovus  Energy's  stock  price
can  be  explained  by  the  abundance  of
Master's degrees in  English language and
literature/letters. It appears that the pen may
indeed be mightier than the sword, at least
in the realm of stock market fluctuations.

Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01
provides  compelling  evidence  against  the
null hypothesis, indicating that the observed
correlation is statistically significant. In other
words,  the  likelihood  of  such  a  strong
relationship  occurring  due  to  random
chance is exceedingly remote, leading us to
ponder the intriguing notion that perhaps the
eloquence  of  literary  scholars  exerts  a
palpable influence on the ebbs and flows of
stock market dynamics.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

To  visually  encapsulate  the  compelling
relationship  unearthed  by  our  study,  we
present  Figure  1,  a  scatterplot  that  vividly
illustrates the robust correlation between the
number  of  Master's  degrees  in  English
language and literature/letters and Cenovus
Energy's stock price. This figure serves not
only  as  a  testament  to  the  arcane
connection between these two domains but
also as a whimsical ode to the unsuspected
harmonies  that  reverberate  through  the
intellectual  tapestry  of  our  scholarly
discourse.

In conclusion, our findings defy conventional
expectations and beckon us to ponder the
symbiotic dance between the eloquence of
language and the tumultuous symphony of
financial markets. This investigation not only
tickles  the  intellect  but  also  invites  us  to
marvel at the serendipitous alignments that
lie  beneath  the  surface  of  seemingly
disparate  realms.  As  we  gaze  into  the
horizon  of  future  research  endeavors,  we
are  left  with  the  tantalizing  prospect  of
further  unraveling  the  intriguing  interplay
between  linguistic  acumen  and  market
dynamics,  for  the  saga  of  Master's  in
Metaphors and Markets continues to unfold
with  beguiling  curiosity  and  scholarly
merriment.

5. Discussion
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Our  study  has  spun  a  literary  tapestry
woven with the colorful threads of Master's
degrees  in  English  language  and
literature/letters  and  the  stock  price  of
Cenovus  Energy  (CVE).  As  we  tread
through  this  whimsical  landscape  of
linguistic  prowess  and  financial  fecundity,
we find  ourselves  irresistibly  drawn to the
tantalizing  threads  that  connect  these
ostensibly incongruent domains.

The correlation coefficient of 0.9609507,  a
p-value of less than 0.01, and an r-squared
value  of  0.9234262  gleefully  confirm  the
robust  statistical  reconciliation  of  the
abundance of  Master's degrees in  English
language and literature/letters with Cenovus
Energy's  stock  price  from  2012  to  2021.
These  findings,  though  sardonically
surprising, align with prior research, as we
recall the wistful ponderings of Smith et al.
and  Doe's  resonating  eloquence  in
navigating  the  labyrinth  of  linguistic
influence on market dynamics. It seems that
our study, like a masterful ode, harmonizes
with the melodic insights of our literary and
scholarly  predecessors,  painting  an
immersive  portrait  of  the  symbiotic
relationship between linguistic acumen and
financial trajectories.

The high r-squared value casts a spotlight
on  the  substantial  explanatory  power  of
Master's degrees in  English language and
literature/letters in deciphering the variations
in Cenovus Energy's stock price. It appears
that the subtle nuances of metaphor and the
cadence of  literary resonance may indeed
impart  a  discernible  influence  on  the
undulating  tides  of  market  fortunes,  much
like  the deft  strokes  of  a  maestro's  baton
sculpting the notes of a symphony.

Our  results,  clad  in  the  statistical  garb  of
academic  rigor,  beckon  us  to  ponder  the
age-old conundrum – can the pen, or rather
the  erudite  minds  wielding  it,  sway  the
fortunes of financial  markets? The unlikely
companionship of English literature scholars
and energy market dynamics unfolds as a

beguiling  saga,  inviting  us  to  ponder  the
serendipitous  harmonies  that  reverberate
through  the  intellectual  tapestry  of  our
scholarly inquiry.

As  we  navigate  the  uncharted  terrain  of
linguistic  impact  on  financial  markets,  our
findings  fuel  the  flame  of  discovery,
shedding a shimmering light on the hitherto
unexplored interplay between lexicographic
elegance  and  market  exuberance.  The
paradigms of our study expand to embrace
the whimsical dance of esoteric connections
and  beckon  us  to  consider  further
unraveling  the  enchanting  harmony
between  linguistic  acumen  and  market
tumult.  For  the  saga  of  Master's  in
Metaphors and Markets continues to unfold
with scholarly merriment, inviting all curious
minds to wander in its enchanting domain.

6. Conclusion

As we wrap up our quirky quest to uncover
the whimsical connection between Master's
degrees in  English and Cenovus Energy's
stock price, we find ourselves in a state of
delightful  bemusement.  Our  examination
has not only confirmed the eyebrow-raising
correlation  between  the  proliferation  of
poetic  prowess  and  the  financial  tango  of
CVE,  but  it  also  leaves  us  pondering  the
wondrous  ways  in  which  language  may
sway  the  tempestuous  seas  of  the  stock
market.

With a correlation coefficient that could rival
the  chemistry  between  Elizabeth  Bennet
and Mr. Darcy, our findings suggest that the
eloquence  of  literary  scholars  may indeed
hold more sway over stock prices than the
plot  twists  of  a  Jane  Austen  novel.
Furthermore,  our  high  r-squared  value
implies that a considerable portion of CVE's
stock price fluctuations could be ascribed to
the  enchanting  abundance  of  Master's
degrees  in  English  language  and
literature/letters.
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As we bid adieu to this curious expedition,
we  cannot  help  but  acknowledge  the
potential implications of our findings. Could
Shakespeare's soliloquies secretly serve as
market  indicators?  Might  the  musings  of
Milton  move the meters  of  the NASDAQ?
Our  study  tantalizingly  teases  at  the
prospect of linguistic ingenuity shaping the
very fabric of financial markets.

In conclusion, our research has illuminated
a  hitherto  overlooked  intersection  of
erudition  and  economic  intrigue.  However,
in  the  spirit  of  scholarly  jest,  we  must
concede  that  perhaps  we've  delved  a  tad
too deeply into the rabbit hole of academic
curiosity. It is with a wry smile and a dash of
whimsy  that  we  assert,  with  utmost
scholarly  confidence,  that  the  saga  of
Master's  in  Metaphors  and  Markets  has
been  unravelled  to  its  most  entertaining
depths. No further inquiry is needed in this
delightfully  absurd  domain  of  academic
discovery.
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