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AND USPS LETTER COSTS
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This paper delves into the intriguing correlation between the number of Associate degrees awarded 
in foreign languages, literatures, and linguistics and the cost to send a letter via the USPS. While on 
the surface these two disparate entities may seem worlds apart, our research team has unearthed a 
surprisingly strong statistical relationship between these enigmatic domains. Leveraging data from 
the National Center for Education Statistics and the US Postal Service spanning the years 2011 to 
2021, a correlation coefficient of 0.9468554 and a p-value of less than 0.01 emerged, underscoring a 
significant association. Our findings not only shed light on this peculiar interconnection but also 
prompt delightful musings on a comically cryptic linguistic landscape where stamp prices and 
language studies engage in an unexpected pas de deux.

The  seemingly  disparate  realms  of
linguistic studies and postal services have
long been examined independently,  each
subject to its own peculiar set of analyses
and conjectures. However, our inquisitive
research  team,  embarking  on  a  journey
through the enigmatic world of statistical
correlations, stumbled upon an intriguing
connection that has raised eyebrows and
elicited  chuckles  in  equal  measure:  the
curious  nexus  between  the  number  of
Associate  degrees  awarded  in  foreign
languages,  literatures,  and  linguistics,
and the cost to send a letter through that
humbly  iconic  institution,  the  United
States Postal Service.

As we delve into this curiously unexplored
intersection, we come face to face with a
landscape  where  linguistic  prowess  and
postal  pathways  overlap  in  a  ballet  of
statistical  significance.  Our  investigation
aims  not  only  to  uncover  the  peculiar
bond between these seemingly unrelated
metrics but also to tickle the intellectual

palate  of  our  esteemed  colleagues  with
wry  observations  and  unexpected  twists
that transcend the traditional confines of
academic discourse.

A  closer  examination  of  this  improbable
duo  of  linguistic  studies  and  snail  mail
costs  promises  not  only  to  unveil  a
compelling  statistic  but  also  to  weave
together an academic tapestry filled with
subtle  conspiracy  theories  about
vocabulary-based  stamp  pricing  and
semantically  nuanced  postage  policies.
So, buckle up and prepare for a journey
through the wondrous world of statistical
linguistics and absurdly delightful postal
ponderings.  Let  us  waltz  through  this
eccentric symphony of data with a spring
in our step and a raised eyebrow, for the
correlation  coefficient  and  p-values
beckon  us  towards  a  whimsical
exploration  of  a  world  where  foreign
language  degrees  and  stamp  prices
converge  in  an  unexpected  dance  of
numbers and meaning.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

The impressive body of literature on the
correlation between academic disciplines
and  seemingly  unrelated  variables  has
intrigued  scholars  for  decades.  Smith
(2015) aptly highlights the intricate web
of  connections  that  often  elude  casual
observation.  Furthermore,  Doe  (2018)
provides  a  thorough  analysis  of
unexpected  associations,  prompting
readers  to  engage  in  delightful
speculation on the mysterious interplay of
disparate  domains.  Nevertheless,  our
current study embarks on a journey into
uncharted territory, where the number of
Associate  degrees  awarded  in  foreign
languages,  literatures,  and  linguistics
intertwine  with  the  seemingly  mundane
world  of  USPS  letter  costs,  creating  an
unprecedented  tango  of  statistical
significance and linguistic flair.

As  we  delve  deeper  into  this  enigmatic
realm,  it  becomes  apparent  that  the
confluence  of  linguistic  studies  and
postage metrics has rarely been explored.
Jones (2019) alludes to the cryptic nature
of  statistical  anomalies,  paving  the  way
for  our  investigation  into  this
unconventional  correlation.  Surprisingly,
our initial review of the literature leads us
to unexpected sources that shed light on
this  whimsical  intersection.  "Lost  in
Translation"  by  S.  Proulx  and  "The
Language  Delusion"  by  D.  Palahniuk
tantalize  readers  with  narratives  that
echo  the  surreal  melding  of  language
expertise  and  postage  protocols.  These
fictitious  works offer  a  glimpse  into  the
absurdly  delightful  world  we  aim  to
explore – a world where stamp prices and
language  studies  engage  in  an
unexpected  pas  de  deux,  subverting
traditional  academic  notions  in  their
whimsical dance of data and diction.

In  a  comically  serendipitous  turn  of
events,  popular  internet  memes such as
the  "Linguistic  Meme  Guy"  and  the
"Forever Stamp Linguist" have emerged,
serving  as  contemporary  cultural

reflections  of  the  peculiar  nexus  under
investigation.  These  unexpected  cultural
phenomena not only add a touch of levity
to our scholarly pursuits but also hint at a
broader  societal  awareness  of  the
intricacies of linguistic studies and postal
whimsy.

In  the  surreal  marriage  of  language
expertise  and  postage  pricing,  our
literature review reveals a rich tapestry of
intrigue  and  absurdity,  unearthing
connections  that  elude  conventional
wisdom and prompting  readers  to  waltz
with us through this curious symphony of
linguistic studies and postal ponderings.

METHODOLOGY

To investigate the perplexing correlation
between the number of Associate degrees
awarded in foreign languages, literatures,
and  linguistics  and  the  cost  to  send  a
letter via the United States Postal Service
(USPS),  our  research  team  employed  a
whimsically  meticulous  approach.
Leveraging data spanning the years 2011
to  2021,  we  embarked  on  a
gastronomically  delightful  feast  of
statistical analysis, employing methods as
eclectic as a linguistic smorgasbord.

Data Collection:

We  scoured  the  vast  expanse  of  the
internet,  conducting  searches  with  the
fervor  of  linguists  unearthing  long-lost
dialects.  The  National  Center  for
Education Statistics  (NCES) and the US
Postal  Service  (USPS)  became  our
primary sources of sustenance, providing
us with a delectable array of information
to satiate our research appetite.

Selection Criteria:

We indulged in a rather selective process,
akin to sifting through a linguistic menu.
Our focus gravitated towards all Associate
degrees conferred in the field of foreign
languages,  literatures,  and  linguistics,
relishing  in  the  diversity  of  linguistic
offerings.  Concurrently,  we  delved  into
the delectable world of postage prices set
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forth by the USPS, ensuring a delectable
smorgasbord of data reflecting the cost to
send a standard letter.

Statistical Analysis:

With the data in hand, we embarked on a
statistical sojourn, utilizing the venerable
Pearson correlation coefficient to measure
the  strength  and  direction  of  the
relationship  between  the  number  of
Associate degrees awarded and the cost
to  send  a  letter.  To  accompany  this,  a
robust  methodology  involving  regression
analysis  and  time  series  models  was
comically  concocted  to  elicit  a  hearty
chuckle  from  the  ever-serious  world  of
statistical academia.

Replicating the findings:

In  the  spirit  of  linguistic  accuracy,  we
carefully  replicated  the  analysis  with  a
mischievous zeal, ensuring the reliability
and  reproducibility  of  our  findings.  We
engaged in an intellectual tango with the
data, testing for covariance and causality
with  the  fervor  of  linguistic  detectives
solving a jocular word puzzle.

Ethical Considerations:

Be  it  stamp prices  or  language  studies,
ethical  conduct  was  paramount  in  our
investigation.  The  integrity  of  our  data
sources  was  upheld  with  a  scholarly
solemnity, ensuring that our research was
firmly grounded in a princely tradition of
statistical righteousness.

RESULTS

The statistical analysis of the relationship
between the number of Associate degrees
awarded in foreign languages, literatures,
and  linguistics  and  the  cost  to  send  a
letter  via  the  USPS  yielded  intriguing
findings.  From  2011  to  2021,  a
remarkably high correlation coefficient of
0.9468554  was  observed,  signaling  a
strong positive association between these
seemingly  disparate  variables.
Furthermore,  the  coefficient  of
determination  (r-squared)  of  0.8965351

indicated  that  approximately  89.65%  of
the  variation  in  postal  costs  can  be
explained  by  the  number  of  foreign
language  degrees  awarded.  With  a  p-
value  of  less  than  0.01,  our  results
exhibited  a  statistically  significant
relationship,  adding  credence  to  the
curious  interplay  between  linguistic
pursuits and postal pricing.

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) provides a visual
representation  of  this  unexpected
correlation,  showcasing  the  robust
connection  between  the  number  of
foreign  language  degrees  awarded  and
the cost to send a letter via the USPS. The
data  points  align  themselves  in  a
strikingly linear fashion, emphasizing the
coherence  of  this  serendipitous
association.

These  findings,  while  undoubtedly
unexpected,  offer  a  tantalizing  glimpse
into a world where linguistic studies and
postage pricing intersect  in  a  whimsical
dance  of  numbers  and  meaning.  The
implications  of  this  peculiar  correlation
beckon  further  exploration  and  inspire
lighthearted  reflections  on  the  uncanny
interconnectedness  of  seemingly
unrelated  domains.  As  we  unravel  this
statistical  enigma,  the  quirkiness  of
academic  inquiry  and  the  delightful
absurdity  of  unexpected  correlations
invite us to approach our findings with a
blend of curiosity and amusement.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year
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DISCUSSION

The  uncovering  of  a  significant
correlation  between  the  number  of
Associate  degrees  awarded  in  foreign
languages, literatures, and linguistics and
the cost to send a letter via the USPS is a
delightfully  peculiar  revelation.  Our
findings not only add a whimsical twist to
the  otherwise  mundane  landscape  of
postage pricing but also prompt comical
musings  on  the  idiosyncrasies  of
statistical  associations.  This  unexpected
tango  of  linguistic  studies  and  postal
pricing  calls  to  mind  the  playful
unpredictability of language itself, where
words and meanings often engage in an
enigmatic dance of interpretation.

As we traverse this enigmatic nexus, we
cannot  help  but  reflect  on  the  curious
interplay between seemingly incongruous
domains – a harmonious choreography of
data points and diction. Our investigation,
while  initially  met  with raised eyebrows
and quizzical glances, has proven fruitful
in  reinforcing  prior  research  that  has
underscored  the  tantalizing  connections
often  hiding  in  the  most  unexpected
corners  of  academia.  Smith  (2015)  and
Doe (2018)  lend veracity  to  our  current
findings, highlighting the intricate web of
connections  and  prompting  delightful
speculation on the mysterious interplay of
disparate  domains.  The  statistical
significance  uncovered  in  our  study  not
only aligns with previous explorations of
unexpected associations but  also adds a
touch of  levity  to  the  academic  pursuit,
turning the often dry domain of statistical
analysis  into  a  whimsical  foray  into  the
unknown.

The  literature  review,  with  its  comical
serendipitous turn of  events,  provided a
lighthearted  backdrop  for  our  rigorous
inquiry.  References  to  popular  internet
memes  such  as  the  "Linguistic  Meme
Guy"  and  the  "Forever  Stamp  Linguist"
not only added a touch of humor to our
scholarly  pursuits  but  also  hinted  at  a
broader  societal  awareness  of  the
intricacies of linguistic studies and postal
whimsy. The surreal marriage of language

expertise and postage pricing, reflected in
fictional  works  such  as  "Lost  in
Translation"  by  S.  Proulx  and  "The
Language  Delusion"  by  D.  Palahniuk,
served  as  contemporary  cultural
reflections  of  the  peculiar  nexus  under
investigation.  While  these  cultural  nods
may elicit a chuckle, they also underscore
the broader societal fascination with the
unexpected  intersections  within  the
academic realm.

Our results, although tinged with an air of
whimsy, align with the broader trajectory
of research into unexpected correlations.
The  remarkably  high  correlation
coefficient  and  statistically  significant
relationship  between  foreign  language
degrees and postal costs not only add fuel
to  the  fire  of  these  improbable
connections  but  also  beckon  further
exploration.  The  scatterplot  (Fig.  1)
visually  encapsulates  this  unexpected
correlation, akin to a lighthearted cartoon
that  showcases  the  robust  connection
between the number of foreign language
degrees awarded and the cost to send a
letter  via  the  USPS.  As  we unravel  this
statistical  enigma,  the  playful  curiosity
and  amusement  evoked  by  our  findings
remind us that even within the structured
confines  of  statistical  analysis,  there
exists a world of delightful absurdity and
unexpected correlations.

In  conclusion,  while  the  nexus  between
foreign language degrees and USPS letter
costs  may  at  first  glance  appear  as  an
incongruous pairing, our findings stand as
a  testament  to  the  whimsy  and  wonder
that  permeate  the  world  of  statistical
inquiry – a world where stamp prices and
language  studies  engage  in  an
unexpected  pas  de  deux,  subverting
traditional  academic  notions  in  their
whimsical dance of data and diction.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  has
revealed  a  remarkable  correlation
between the number of Associate degrees
awarded in foreign languages, literatures,
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and  linguistics  and  the  cost  to  send  a
letter  via  the  USPS.  The  robust
correlation coefficient of 0.9468554 and a
p-value  of  less  than  0.01  serve  as
incontrovertible  evidence  of  this
intriguing  association.  This  unexpected
nexus prompts a whimsical juxtaposition
of  linguistic  fluency  and  snail  mail
logistics, offering a delightful diversion in
the realm of statistical inquiry.

The  convergence  of  these  disparate
realms  invites  playful  speculation  about
the  potential  linguistic  nuances
influencing  postal  pricing  strategies.
Perhaps  the  weight  of  words  is  indeed
palpable, not just metaphorically, but also
economically,  as  stamp  prices  wax  and
wane with the ebb and flow of linguistic
pursuits.  Moreover,  the  uncanny
synchronization  between  language
studies and postal service costs paints a
charming  tableau  of  statistical
serendipity,  reminiscent  of  a  comically
cryptic  limerick  that  only  reveals  its
punchline  after  pages  of  rigorous
analysis.

As we bid adieu to this surreal tango of
linguistic studies and postage pricing, we
assert  that  no  further  research  is
warranted  in  this  beguiling  domain,  for
the  findings  of  our  study  stand  as  a
testament  to  the  whimsical  marvels
hidden within the labyrinth of statistical
correlations.  This  unlikely  union  of
foreign language degrees and USPS costs
offers a sardonic wink from the esoteric
world  of  data  analysis,  showcasing  the
tantalizing  unpredictability  of  scholarly
inquiry.  Let  us  cherish  this  unexpected
revelation  as  a  whimsical  ode  to  the
charming  absurdity  that  often  lurks
beneath  the  surface  of  empirical
research.
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