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ASSOCIATES DEGREES IN MILITARY
TECHNOLOGIES AND APPLIED SCIENCES:

FUELLING UP LAOS WITH GASOLINE

Chloe Harrison, Alice Thompson, Gloria P Todd

International Research College

This research paper stokes the flames of inquiry into the curious relationship between the number of 
Associates degrees awarded in Military Technologies and Applied Sciences and the amount of 
gasoline pumped in the landlocked country of Laos. The study harnesses data from the National 
Center for Education Statistics and the Energy Information Administration to fuel this investigation. 
Our findings ignite the revelation of a significant statistical connection between the two seemingly 
disparate entities. Our analysis unearthed a correlation coefficient of 0.8976206 and p < 0.01 for the 
years spanning 2011 to 2021. This correlation fueled our curiosity to delve deeper into 
understanding this unexpected relationship. The results of our study may kindle a chuckle, but they 
also kindle a new line of inquiry into the interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated phenomena. It 
seems that in the realm of data analysis, there are often more connections fueling the fire of inquiry 
than meets the eye. Now, have you heard the joke about the petroleum engineer? They always seem 
to be able to fuel the conversation at a party.

Fueling up Laos with gasoline is no small
feat,  and  neither  is  unraveling  the
enigmatic connection between Associates
degrees  in  Military  Technologies  and
Applied  Sciences  and  the  amount  of
gasoline pumped in this Southeast Asian
nation. As researchers, we are constantly
driven by curiosity, and it was this drive
that  led  us  to  spark  this  unusual
investigation.  After  all,  who could  resist
the  allure  of  exploring  the  unexpected
links  between  military  knowledge  and
filling up gas tanks?

Speaking of unexpected connections, did
you hear  about  the  statistician  who  got
too close to a fire? They got burned by the
correlation.

The foundation of this study is laid upon a
diverse  set  of  data  from  the  National
Center  for  Education  Statistics  and  the
Energy  Information  Administration.  By

melding  these  seemingly  unrelated
datasets, we endeavored to light a flame
under  this  peculiar  relationship  and see
what sparks would fly.

In  the  world  of  research,  the
unconventional is often overlooked, much
like  a  hidden  fuel  source  waiting  to  be
discovered. This study seeks to shed light
on the often unexplored connections that
lurk  beneath  the  surface  of  seemingly
disparate variables. It's like uncovering a
hidden gas tank in an unexpected place -
surprising, but undeniably intriguing.

Pardon the pun, but it seems that in the
realm  of  statistical  analysis,  the  more
variables  involved,  the  merrier.  And,  as
we  delve  into  the  results  of  our
investigation,  we  aim  to  illuminate  the
unexpected bonds that can arise from the
synthesis  of  seemingly  unconnected
factors.  It’s  like  finding  out  that  the
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military  and  gasoline  have  more  in
common than just a love for camouflage.

We set out on this research journey not
just to satisfy our own curiosity, but also
to  ignite  a  spark  of  interest  in
understanding  the  complex  web  of
relationships  that  underpin  the  world
around us.  Who knew that  the  study  of
Associates  degrees  and  gasoline  could
kindle such an unexpected fire of inquiry?

LITERATURE REVIEW

Previous  studies  have  delved  into  the
realm of military technologies and applied
sciences,  exploring  the  implications  of
such  academic  pathways.  Smith  (2018)
conducted  a  comprehensive  analysis  of
the  employment  outcomes of  individuals
with  Associates  degrees  in  Military
Technologies,  shedding  light  on  the
diverse  career  opportunities  available
within this field. Doe (2019) investigated
the educational  pathways undertaken by
students  pursuing  degrees  in  Applied
Sciences,  offering  valuable  insights  into
the  curriculum  and  skill  sets  imparted
within  this  academic  discipline.  These
studies, while informative, failed to ignite
the curious inquiry into the potential link
between  these  degrees  and  the
consumption of gasoline in Laos.

In  "Fueling  the  Future:  The  Role  of
Military Technologies in Modern Society,"
the authors unearth startling connections
between  technological  advancements
within  the  military  sector  and  their
impact  on  civilian  infrastructure,
including  fuel  usage.  Similarly,  Jones'
(2020)  work  "Gasoline  and  the  Global
Economy" addresses the intricate web of
factors influencing gasoline consumption
on a global scale, yet fails to explore the
specific case of Laos.

A more unconventional source, "Gasoline
in the Jungle: A Tale of Fueling Strategies
in Southeast Asia," presents a nonfictional
account of fuel procurement and usage in
the  region.  While  not  a  scholarly  work,
the  detailed  insights  into  gasoline

distribution  in  Laos  provide  contextual
relevance  to  the  present  investigation.
Furthermore, fictional narratives such as
"The Art  of  War and Fuel  Management"
and  "Gasoline  Gladiators:  The  Untold
Story  of  Military  Engineers"  offer
imaginative  perspectives  on  the
intersection  of  military  technologies,
gasoline, and unexpected plot twists.

During  the  course  of  this  investigation,
the authors conducted a thorough review
of an eclectic array of sources, including
but  not  limited  to,  industry  reports,
academic  articles,  historical  archives,
and,  for  the sake of  thoroughness,  even
the footnotes of supermarket receipts and
the fine print of instructional manuals for
military-grade  equipment.  This  diverse
exploration allowed for a comprehensive
understanding of the multifaceted factors
at play in the curious connection between
Associates  degrees  in  Military
Technologies  and  Applied  Sciences  and
the consumption of gasoline in Laos.

It appears that the literature,  much like
the  connection  between  military
knowledge and gasoline  consumption,  is
full of unexpected surprises and unusual
correlations. As researchers, it is our duty
to uncover these hidden gems, rather like
finding a secret stash of fuel in the most
unlikely of places. After all, in the realm
of  scholarly  inquiry,  there's  always  an
opportunity to inject a bit of humor and
surprise  into  the  mix  –  much  like
stumbling upon a well-timed dad joke.

METHODOLOGY

To  untangle  the  enigmatic  link  between
the  number  of  Associates  degrees
awarded  in  Military  Technologies  and
Applied  Sciences  and  the  volume  of
gasoline  pumped  in  Laos,  a
comprehensive  and  multifaceted
approach was employed. The study period
spanned from 2011 to 2021, during which
data  from  the  National  Center  for
Education  Statistics  and  the  Energy
Information  Administration  were
meticulously  gathered  and  scrutinized.
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This time frame encompassed a range of
geopolitical,  economic,  and  educational
developments  and  offered  a  robust
dataset  to  illuminate  this  unexplored
connection.

In  a  grave  attempt  to  decode  this
correlation,  a  twofold  data  analysis
strategy  was  employed.  Firstly,  the
number of Associates degrees awarded in
Military  Technologies  and  Applied
Sciences  was  examined,  utilizing
statistical  measures  to  uncover  trends
and  patterns.  Secondly,  the  gasoline
consumption  in  Laos  was  scrutinized
through  detailed  records  to  reveal
potential  fluctuations  and  associations.
These analyses were like trying to piece
together a puzzle, except the pieces were
made  of  statistical  information  rather
than cardboard.

To ensure the integrity and reliability of
the findings, statistical techniques such as
correlation  analysis,  regression  models,
and  hypothesis  testing  were  employed.
This  mining  of  data  aimed to  illuminate
any potential  relationship between these
variables  that  had  been  lurking  in  the
shadows,  much  like  a  hidden  treasure
waiting to be unearthed. Additionally, the
use  of  graphical  representations
enhanced  the  presentation  and
interpretation of the findings, serving as a
lighthouse in  the often murky waters  of
statistical analysis.

Now, I heard about a statistician who took
their data analysis to heart. They had a lot
of heartrending variables.

The  data  from  the  National  Center  for
Education  Statistics  and  the  Energy
Information  Administration  provided  a
rich  tapestry  of  numerical  information,
allowing for comprehensive exploration of
this hitherto uncharted relationship.  The
salient  features  of  these  datasets  were
expertly  harnessed to  invoke clarity and
depth to the investigation, lending insight
into the underlying dynamics at play.

Being  no  strangers  to  complexity,  our
research team employed robust statistical
software  to  handle  the  vast  amount  of

data  and  complex  calculations  involved.
This  analytical  toolkit,  comprising
software  packages  renowned  for  their
prowess  in  handling  complex  statistical
modeling, was instrumental in navigating
the  labyrinth  of  data  and  summoning
forth the hidden patterns within.

As  we  delved  deeper  into  the  maze  of
statistical  analysis,  we  encountered
unexpected  correlations  and  trends  that
invigorated  our  pursuit  of  the  elusive
connection between Associates degrees in
Military  Technologies  and  Applied
Sciences  and  gasoline  consumption  in
Laos. This process was akin to a scientific
quest, full of unexpected twists and turns
like a riveting novel,  or  perhaps a well-
executed dad joke.

RESULTS

The analysis of the data revealed a strong
positive correlation of 0.8976206 between
the  number  of  Associates  degrees
awarded  in  Military  Technologies  and
Applied  Sciences  and  the  amount  of
gasoline  pumped  in  Laos  from  2011  to
2021.  This  correlation  suggests  a
significant  relationship  between  these
seemingly  unrelated  variables.  It  seems
that  in  the  dance  of  statistical  analysis,
even the most unlikely partners can find
themselves twirling together on the dance
floor of data.

The r-squared value of 0.8057227 further
reinforces  the  robustness  of  this
relationship.  This  indicates  that
approximately 80.57% of the variation in
gasoline pumped in Laos can be explained
by  the  number  of  Associates  degrees
awarded  in  Military  Technologies  and
Applied  Sciences.  It  seems that  when it
comes  to  understanding  gasoline
consumption in Laos, military knowledge
is  not  just  a  tangential  player  but  a
leading partner in this statistical tango.

The p-value of less than 0.01 adds weight
to  the  significance  of  this  finding,
providing  strong  evidence  that  the
observed  correlation  is  not  merely  a
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result of random chance. It appears that
the connection between the two variables
is as solid as a fuel-efficient engine.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

As shown in Fig. 1, the scatterplot visually
demonstrates the tight clustering of data
points  around the  upward-sloping  linear
trend line, affirming the robustness of the
observed correlation. One could say that
the  relationship  between  Associates
degrees  in  Military  Technologies  and
Applied Sciences and gasoline pumped in
Laos is as clear as diesel fuel.

This  unexpected  linkage  may  kindle  a
spark  of  curiosity  and,  dare  I  say,  a
chuckle, but it also kindles a new avenue
of inquiry into the interconnectedness of
seemingly disparate phenomena. It seems
that in the realm of data analysis,  there
are  often  more  connections  fueling  the
fire of  inquiry than meets  the eye.  Who
would  have  thought  that  the  world  of
gasoline  consumption  could  be  flavored
with a hint of military expertise?

DISCUSSION

The results of our study have shed light
on the unexpected yet robust relationship
between  the  number  of  Associates
degrees awarded in Military Technologies
and Applied Sciences and the amount of
gasoline pumped in Laos. This finding is
in  line  with  previous  research  that  has
hinted  at  the  intertwined  nature  of
military  technologies,  fuel  consumption,

and unexpected plot twists. It seems that
when it comes to statistical correlations,
the  evidence  is  often  as  clear  as  diesel
fuel.

Our exploration of the literature revealed
a variety of sources that, while seemingly
unconventional,  provided  valuable
insights  into  the  intersection  of  military
knowledge  and  gasoline  consumption.
Even the most unexpected sources, much
like  stumbling  upon  an  unexpected
nugget of  knowledge,  can offer  valuable
perspectives and fuel further inquiry. You
could  say  they  are like  finding  a  secret
stash  of  fuel  in  the  most  unlikely  of
places.

The strong positive correlation coefficient
and high r-squared value observed in our
analysis  support  the  notion  that  the
number of Associates degrees in Military
Technologies  and  Applied  Sciences  is
indeed a significant predictor of gasoline
consumption  in  Laos.  It  appears  that
when it comes to understanding gasoline
dynamics, military knowledge is not just a
tangential player but a leading partner in
this statistical tango.

The  significance  of  the  p-value  further
solidifies  the  case  for  the  relationship
between  these  variables,  indicating  that
this  connection  is  not  just  a  result  of
random  chance.  It  seems  that  in  the
dance  of  statistical  analysis,  even  the
most  unlikely  partners  can  find
themselves twirling together on the dance
floor  of  data.  Who  would  have  thought
that  the  world  of  gasoline  consumption
could be flavored with a hint of military
expertise?

Our findings support the notion that the
demand for gasoline in Laos is closely tied
to the educational landscape in the field
of  military  technologies  and  applied
sciences. Much like a well-timed dad joke,
this unexpected relationship shines a light
on the multifaceted and often surprising
connections  that  underlie  seemingly
unrelated phenomena in the realm of data
analysis.  It  seems that there are always
more  connections  fueling  the  fire  of
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inquiry than meets the eye. And after all,
who wouldn't want to fuel their research
with a bit of humor and surprise?

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  into  the
relationship  between  the  number  of
Associates  degrees  awarded  in  Military
Technologies  and  Applied  Sciences  and
the amount  of  gasoline  pumped in Laos
has  certainly  been  an  illuminating
journey.  It  seems  that  this  unexpected
correlation has added a new dimension to
the phrase "fueling up." 

To add a little levity to this conclusion, did
you hear  about  the  statistician  who  got
stuck  in  quicksand?  They  found
themselves sinking in data analysis.

The  robust  correlation  coefficient,  r-
squared  value,  and  p-value  provide
compelling  evidence  for  the  significance
and  strength  of  this  connection.  It
appears  that  when  it  comes  to  fuel
consumption in Laos, military expertise is
not just a tangential player but is actively
stoking  the  flames  of  gasoline
consumption.

And speaking of unexpected pairings, this
correlation  has  certainly  ignited  our
curiosity and may also kindle a chuckle or
two.  It  seems  that  in  the  world  of
statistical analysis, even the most unlikely
partners  can  find  themselves  waltzing
together on the dance floor of data.

However,  as  much  as  we  revel  in  the
newfound significance of this correlation,
we  must  emphasize  that  no  further
research in this area is needed. It's like
searching  for  a  car  in  a  parking  lot  –
we've fueled up on enough data for now.
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