
Journal of Pyrokinetic Epidemiology (2024) 65, 56-66

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

Playing with Fire: Exploring the Incendiary Connection
Between Arson Rates in Delaware and the Uncommon 
Incidence of Triplet Births in the United States

Charlotte Henderson, Addison Tanner, Gemma P Trudeau

Institute of Advanced Studies; Cambridge, Massachusetts

Abstract

This comprehensive research paper delves into the seldom-explored link between arson rates in the state
of Delaware and the prevalence of triplets or more births across the United States. Utilizing meticulous 
data analysis sourced from the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, our research team has uncovered a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9512290 
(p < 0.01) for the years spanning 2002 to 2021. The analysis not only highlights the statistically significant 
relationship between these seemingly disparate phenomena but also sheds light on the "hot" nature of the
connection. This paper aims to ignite serious academic discourse regarding the unexpected implications 
of incendiary incidents on birth rates, sparking a blaze of interest in this niche intersection of criminology 
and reproductive demography.
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1. Introduction

The  relationship  between  arson  and  birth
rates of triplets or more may sound like the
plot of an improbable crime thriller or a far-
fetched  conspiracy  theory.  However,  our
research  endeavors  to  uncover  the  fiery
truth  behind  this  seemingly  unlikely
connection.

Arson,  defined  as  the  criminal  act  of
deliberately setting fire to property, has long
been  a  topic  of  interest  for  criminologists

and  law  enforcement  agencies.  On  the
other hand, the occurrence of triplet births,
while  undoubtedly  a  cause  for  celebration
for the families involved, has not often been
juxtaposed  with  criminal  activities.
Nevertheless, our study aims to unravel the
intricate web of connections between these
two disparate phenomena.

Delaware, the second smallest state in the
United States,  is known for its rich history
and scenic  beauty.  It  is  also  unfortunately
known for its disproportionately high arson
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rates, providing the perfect backdrop for our
investigation. In contrast, the prevalence of
triplet or higher-order multiple births across
the  entire  United  States  presents  an
enigmatic  puzzle,  enticing  us  to  explore
whether there exists a hidden spark linking
these occurrences.

To  pursue  this  ambitious  endeavor,  we
pored  over  years  of  meticulously  collated
data  from  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice
Information  Services  and  the  Centers  for
Disease  Control  and  Prevention.  The
dataset  provided  an  extensive  canvas  for
our analysis, allowing us to discern patterns,
correlations,  and  perhaps  even  the
occasional red herring.

In this paper, we aim to not only present the
empirical  findings  but  also  to  kindle  the
flames  of  curiosity  within  the  academic
community. Through our research, we hope
to  shed  light  on  this  uncharted  territory,
beckoning scholars  to  join  us in  exploring
the intriguing relationship between arson in
Delaware and the birth  rates of  triplets  or
more in the United States. After all, when it
comes to understanding these phenomena,
the more, the merrier  – or should we say,
the "tripletier."

2. Literature Review

The  quest  to  unravel  the  perplexing
correlation between arson rates in the state
of Delaware and the incidence of triplet or
higher-order  multiple  births  in  the  United
States has enticed researchers from diverse
fields.  While  traditionally  disparate  in  their
subject  matter,  the exploration of  potential
links between phenomena of this nature has
generated  both  curiosity  and  skepticism
within the academic community.

Smith  et  al.  (2015)  provide  an  insightful
analysis  of  the  socioeconomic  factors
contributing to arson occurrences, shedding
light on the societal undercurrents that may
fuel such criminal behavior. Meanwhile, Doe

and  Jones  (2018)  delve  into  the
complexities of multiple gestations, outlining
the  physiological  and  epidemiological
aspects  of  triplet  and  higher-order  birth
rates in the United States.

In "Flames and Fertility: An Unlikely Tale of
Two Phenomena," the authors illuminate the
intersection  between  criminal  psychology
and  reproductive  demography,  prompting
readers  to  rethink  the  boundaries  of
interdisciplinary  studies.  However,  it  is
important to note that the literature on this
specific connection is  still  in its embryonic
stages, leaving ample room for exploration
and conjecture – much like the development
of triplets in the womb.

Turning  to  non-fiction  sources,  "The
Arsonist's  Handbook"  by  John  Smith  and
"The Triplet Mystery: An In-Depth Analysis"
by Jane Doe provide valuable insights from
their respective domains. While the former
focuses  on  the  modus  operandi  and
psychological profiles of arsonists, the latter
delves into the intricacies of multiple births,
bringing  forth  a  wealth  of  information  that
intertwines  criminal  behavior  and
reproductive anomalies.

On the more creative front,  fictional works
such as "Playing with Fire" by Sarah Jones
and "Triple Trouble: A Suspenseful Tale" by
Michael  Smith  offer  tantalizing  narratives
that,  while  not  grounded  in  empirical
evidence, may provide sparks of inspiration
for  researchers  navigating  this  uncharted
territory.  Additionally,  the  popular  board
game  "Fire  &  Fertility"  –  although  not  an
academic  source  –  has  sparked  casual
conversations  around  the  potential
synergies  between  arson  and  multiple
births, serving as a quirky reminder of the
diverse  avenues  through  which  this
connection can be explored.

While  these  sources  serve  as  preliminary
guides,  it  is  evident  that  a comprehensive
understanding  of  the  arson-triplets
connection  demands  an  interdisciplinary
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approach,  fusing  elements  of  criminology,
demography,  and  perhaps  a  touch  of
speculative curiosity. As we venture into this
uncharted  terrain,  it  becomes  increasingly
clear that unraveling the complex tapestry of
fire and fertility will require not only scholarly
rigor but also a spark of imagination.

3. Our approach & methods

To  unravel  this  enigmatic  connection,  our
research  team  employed  a  multifaceted
approach that involved both quantitative and
qualitative analyses. Our initial step involved
combing through the extensive database of
the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information
Services for  comprehensive arson incident
reports  in  the  state  of  Delaware.  We
meticulously  cataloged  the  time,  location,
and  nature  of  each  incendiary  event,
ensuring that no arsonist’s fiery deed went
unnoticed or unrecorded.  We then layered
this  data  with  historical  weather  patterns,
local economic indicators, and the proximity
of  marshmallow  and  graham  cracker
suppliers  in  the  vicinity,  to  account  for
potential s’more-related motivation.

Simultaneously, our team ventured into the
realm  of  reproductive  demography  by
delving  into  the  troves  of  birth  records
maintained  by  the  Centers  for  Disease
Control  and  Prevention.  We  meticulously
identified  births  of  triplets  or  more  across
the  United  States  during  the  same  time
period, meticulously cross-referencing them
with  any  reported  sightings  of  storks,
delivering not only bundles of  joy but also
an unexpected statistical anomaly.

The qualitative aspect  of  our  methodology
involved  extensive  interviews  with
firefighters, obstetricians, and perhaps even
the  occasional  mythological  fire-breathing
creature to gain insights into the symbolic,
allegorical,  and  potentially  metaphysical
associations between arson and the birthing
of multiple offspring.

To ensure the robustness of our findings, we
conducted  a  series  of  statistical  analyses,
including correlation coefficients, regression
models, and an unanticipated but invariably
exciting  round  of  interpretive  dance.  Our
peer  debaters,  uh,  reviewers,  later  joined
our  interpretive  dance  session  to  offer
cogent  comments  and  raised  eyebrows,
further bolstering the trustworthiness of our
conclusions.

Lastly,  as a measure of  due diligence, we
consulted  with  experts  in  the  fields  of
pyromania,  fertility  treatments,  and  the
physics  of  spontaneous  combustion,  to
account  for  any  unforeseen  confounding
variables. And, in good academic tradition,
we also crossed our T's and dotted our I's,
ensuring  that  no  statistical  stone  was  left
unturned, and not a single statistical birth of
triplets or more was miscounted.

4. Results

The analysis of the data spanning the years
2002  to  2021  has  yielded  a  striking
correlation coefficient of 0.9512290, with an
r-squared value of 0.9048366 and a p-value
of  less  than  0.01.  These  findings  provide
compelling  evidence  for  a  strong
relationship between the incidence of arson
in Delaware and the birth rates of triplets or
more across the United States.

The visually impactful representation of this
relationship is presented in Figure 1, where
a  scatterplot  reveals  the  unmistakable
clustering  of  data  points,  reminiscent  of
sparks  flying  from  a  bonfire  of  statistical
significance.  This  compelling  visualization
underscores the close association between
these  seemingly  disparate  phenomena,
emphasizing  the  need  for  further
investigation into this fiery correlation.

The strength of this correlation calls to mind
the  phrase,  "where  there's  smoke,  there's
fire"—a  fitting  analogy  for  our  robust
findings.  The  high  correlation  coefficient
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indicates  that  as  arson  rates  in  Delaware
fluctuated, so too did the incidence of triplet
or  higher-order  multiple  births  across  the
United  States.  This  intriguing  connection,
akin  to  a  smoldering  mystery,  invites
scholars  to  fan  the  flames  of  inquiry  and
illuminate  the  underlying  mechanisms
driving this correlation.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While it may seem unconventional to bridge
the  realms  of  criminal  justice  and
reproductive  demography,  our  findings
unequivocally  highlight  the  incendiary
nature  of  this  relationship.  Moreover,  the
statistically  significant  p-value adds fuel  to
the  fire,  reinforcing  the  credibility  of  our
results and affirming the importance of this
unconventional investigation.

In summary, the results of our study clearly
demonstrate  a  compelling  correlation
between arson rates  in  Delaware and the
occurrence of  triplet  or  more births  in  the
United States. This unexpected connection
not  only  underscores  the  need  for
interdisciplinary exploration but also ignites
a  fervent  interest  in  uncovering  the
mysterious forces at play.

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  our  study  provide  robust
support  for  the  previously  unexplored
connection  between  arson  rates  in

Delaware  and  the  incidence  of  triplet  or
higher-order  multiple  births  across  the
United  States.  The  statistically  significant
correlation coefficient of 0.9512290 echoes
the  musings  of  earlier  researchers  who
dared  to  envision  the  enigmatic  link
between  pyromania  and  prolific
pregnancies.

Our  results  lend  credence  to  the  notion
posited in "Flames and Fertility: An Unlikely
Tale  of  Two Phenomena,"  suggesting  that
the  societal  undercurrents  contributing  to
arson  occurrences  may  ripple  through  to
influence  the  multifaceted  dynamics  of
multiple  gestations.  Smith  et  al.  (2015)
offered  insightful  analysis  of  the
socioeconomic factors fueling arson, igniting
discussions on the channels through which
such influences may extend to reproductive
demography  -  a  literal  case  of  societal
"heat" impacting birth outcomes.

Further delving into our findings, the visual
representation  in  Figure  1  not  only
illuminates  the  association  between  arson
rates  and  triplet  birth  incidences  but  also
kindles  a  new  appreciation  for  the  fiery
synergy between these seemingly unrelated
phenomena. This visualization, much like a
well-contained  bonfire  of  statistical
significance,  offers a captivating display of
the  clustering  data  points,  mirroring  the
sparks  of  correlation  flying  between  these
distinct realms.

While our investigation may seem to tread
unorthodox  paths  across  disciplinary
boundaries,  the  compelling  and  significant
p-value adds fuel to the flames of academic
curiosity, affirming that our study has set the
field  ablaze  with  innovative  inquiries.
Prompting  a  rethinking  of  the
interdisciplinary possibilities, our work fuels
a  fervent  interest  in  understanding  the
underlying  mechanisms  driving  this
incendiary  correlation,  igniting  a  blaze  of
academic  fervor  reminiscent  of  a  thrilling
inferno of inquiry.
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In  essence,  our  findings,  in  startling
coherence  with  prior  research  and
theoretical explorations, reinforce the notion
that where there's arson, there may indeed
be triplet or higher-order multiple births - a
sizzling  revelation  that  stokes  the  fires  of
interdisciplinary  discourse  and  sparks  a
renewed  fervor  for  delving  into
unconventional intersectional studies.

6. Conclusion

In  conclusion,  the scorching revelations of
our research illuminate the "fire-and-desire"
connection  between  arson  rates  in
Delaware and the birth  rates of  triplets  or
more in the United States. Our findings not
only  set  the data  ablaze with a  scorching
correlation  coefficient  of  0.9512290  (p  <
0.01),  but  also  spark  a  fiery  discussion
regarding the unexpected synergy between
these phenomena.

As  we  extinguish  the  flames  of  this
investigation, it is vital to highlight the need
for  further  research  in  this  area.  This
scintillating  correlation,  akin  to  a  sizzling
mystery  novel,  beckons  scholars  to  stoke
the  embers  of  inquiry  and  explore  the
underlying  mechanisms  driving  this
unexpected  link.  However,  given  the
incendiary nature of our findings, one might
wonder  if  the  fire  of  curiosity  has  been
sufficiently  stoked,  or  if  it's  best  to let  this
blaze of interest simmer down.

In  the  future,  it  would  be  "hot"  to  delve
deeper  into  potential  causative  factors
underlying this fiery correlation and consider
how it  may manifest in other geographical
areas. Perhaps a closer examination of the
environmental, social, and cultural contexts
could  provide  additional  kindling  for  our
understanding.  Nonetheless,  our  research
unequivocally  sets  the  stage  for  a  "fiery"
debate  within  the  academic  community
regarding  the  unexpected  implications  of
incendiary incidents on birth rates.

In summary, our findings provide compelling
evidence  of  a  smoldering  relationship
between  arson  in  Delaware  and  the
occurrence of  triplet  or  more births  in  the
United  States.  Therefore,  we  confidently
assert  that  further research in  this  area is
unnecessary. The inferno of knowledge has
been stoked, and we cautiously recommend
letting  these  findings  burn  brightly  in  the
annals of academic exploration.
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