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WILL-I-AM'S EFFECT: ANALYZING THE
CORRELATION BETWEEN THE POPULARITY OF
THE NAME WILLIAM AND BURGLARY RATES IN

SOUTH CAROLINA

Charlotte Harris, Alice Thompson, Gideon P Tucker

Institute of Advanced Studies

The popular first name "William" has not only marked its presence in personal introductions but also 
potentially left its imprint on burglary rates in South Carolina. This study employs data from the US 
Social Security Administration and FBI Criminal Justice Information Services to explore the peculiar 
linkage. The correlation coefficient of 0.9558063 and p < 0.01 from the analysis spanning from 1985 
to 2022 raises eyebrows and perhaps few chuckles. We bring forward the unexpected yet intriguing 
connection between the popularity of the name William and burglary occurrences in South Carolina, 
shedding light on the quirky side of social dynamics and crime patterns.

In  a  state  where  sweet  tea  flows  like
water  and  hospitality  is  as  common  as
college football  rivalries,  the notion that
the  popularity  of  a  name  could  impact
crime  rates  might  sound  like  a  plot
straight out of  a  Southern Gothic novel.
But hold onto your biscuits, y'all, because
our research suggests that there may be
more  to  this  hypothesis  than  just  a  tall
tale.

The  name  "William"  has  wielded
considerable influence throughout history,
gracing  the  likes  of  Shakespeare,  the
royal  family,  and  even  the  Black-Eyed
Peas  frontman,  Will.i.am.  As  we  delved
into  this  sociocultural  phenomenon,  it
quickly became apparent that the impact
of  the  moniker  "William"  could  extend
beyond  the  realms  of  literature,
monarchy,  and  pop  music,  and  into  the
world of crime statistics.

As we embark on this analytical escapade,
we  aim  to  explore  the  correlation,  or
perhaps  mere  coincidence,  between  the

popularity of the name "William" and the
occurrence of burglaries in the charming
state of South Carolina. While our initial
reaction  may  have  been  to  raise  an
eyebrow  in  disbelief,  the  data  we've
amassed has left us both scratching our
heads and stifling a few chuckles.

So, without further ado, let's uncover the
whimsical  yet  thought-provoking  link
between  the  moniker  "William"  and
burglary  rates  in  the  palmetto-studded
landscapes  of  South  Carolina.  Let's
unravel the cryptic connection that hints
at  the  enigmatic  interplay  between
nomenclature  and  naughtiness,
potentially  revealing  a  side  of  social
dynamics  and  crime  patterns  that  few
have  dared  to  contemplate.  It's  time  to
separate the factual from the fictional, the
willful from the whimsical, and delve into
the  curiously  captivating  "Will-i-Am's
Effect."
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LITERATURE REVIEW

The correlation between the popularity of
the  name William and burglary  rates  in
South Carolina has sparked both scholarly
curiosity  and  incredulous  amusement
among researchers. Smith and Doe (2017)
were  among  the  first  to  examine  the
potential  social  implications  of  moniker
popularity,  shedding  light  on  the
psychological impact of common names in
their study "The Psychological Effects of
Popular  Names."  Their  work  provided  a
foundation  for  understanding  how
individuals may subconsciously associate
certain  names  with  specific  traits  or
behaviors.

Jones et al. (2019) delved further into the
social  ramifications  of  popular  names in
their  comprehensive  analysis  "Naming
Conventions and Social Dynamics." Their
findings  indicated  that  individuals  with
popular  names  often  encounter
preconceived  notions  and  expectations
based on societal perceptions associated
with  their  names.  While  their  study  did
not specifically address criminal behavior,
it laid the groundwork for considering the
potential  influence  of  names on societal
phenomena.

In  "Name  Game:  The  Influence  of
Monikers  on  Misdeeds,"  Brown  (2020)
explored the impact of names on criminal
behavior,  albeit  in  a  more  speculative
manner.  Brown's  work  introduced  the
notion  that  certain  names  may
inadvertently  influence  criminal
tendencies, provoking contemplation and
a few raised eyebrows among researchers
in the field.

Turning  to  non-fiction  literature,
"Freakonomics"  by  Steven  Levitt  and
Stephen  Dubner  (2005)  provided  a
thought-provoking  examination  of
seemingly  unrelated  correlations.  While
the  book  does  not  explicitly  discuss  the
correlation between names and crime, it
has encouraged researchers to adopt an
unconventional  approach  to  analyzing
social phenomena.

On a  more whimsical  note,  the  fictional
works  of  William  Faulkner,  whose
acclaimed  novels  often  depict  the
complexities  of  Southern  society,  have
been  subtly  referenced  in  discussions
related  to  the  present  study.  Faulkner's
exploration  of  human  psychology  and
social  dynamics,  as  evidenced  in  "The
Sound  and  the  Fury"  and  "As  I  Lay
Dying,"  has  inspired  a  few  lighthearted
conversations  among  researchers,  albeit
with a healthy dose of irony.

In  the  realm of  popular  culture,  movies
such  as  "The  Shawshank  Redemption"
and "Ocean's Eleven" have provided some
anecdotal, albeit tangential, insights into
the world  of  crime and its  peculiarities.
While  these  cinematic  works  do  not
directly address the correlation between
name popularity and burglary rates, they
have  sparked  humor-laden  discussions
among  researchers  about  the  quirks  of
criminal  behavior  and  the  unforeseen
factors that may influence it.

As  we  navigate  through  this  literature
review,  the  esteemed  authors  urge
readers  to  approach  the  forthcoming
findings  with  a  blend  of  academic  rigor
and  lighthearted  curiosity,  recognizing
that the intersection of nomenclature and
naughtiness  may  yield  unexpected
revelations.

METHODOLOGY

To  unveil  the  mysterious  connection
between  the  popularity  of  the  name
"William"  and  burglary  rates  in  the
enchanting South Carolina, we employed
an arsenal of data retrieval methods that
could rival a treasure hunt in complexity.
Our research team delved deep into the
realms  of  the  US  Social  Security
Administration  and  the  FBI  Criminal
Justice  Information  Services,  scavenging
through  decades  of  data  from  1985  to
2022 like eager prospectors panning for
information nuggets.

The  first  stage  of  our  whimsical  quest
involved utilizing the US Social Security
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Administration's  extensive  archives  to
unearth  the  prominence  of  the  name
"William"  across  the  years.  With  a  sly
wink  and  a  nod  to  the  meticulous
archivists  who  tended  to  this  treasure
trove of nomenclature data, we extracted
the  frequency  of  "William"  occurrences
and  gave  them  pride  of  place  in  our
growing collection of peculiar findings.

Next, in a nod to our crime-solving heroes
of fiction, we turned our attention to the
FBI Criminal Justice Information Services,
where we dug deep into the labyrinthine
repositories  of  crime  statistics  in  South
Carolina.  With  the  determination  of  a
detective  on  the  trail  of  a  mischievous
suspect, we combed through the data on
burglaries, allowing the elusive figures to
reveal  their  cryptic  patterns  and
associations.

Having  amassed  this  treasure  trove  of
data,  we  then  embarked  on  a  quest  to
wrangle  the  numbers  into  submission,
employing  statistical  analysis  methods
that might make a mathemagician blush.
We  conducted  a  comprehensive
examination  of  the  correlation  between
the frequency of the name "William" and
the  occurrences  of  burglaries  in  South
Carolina,  employing  both  time-series
analysis  and  sophisticated  correlation
calculations  to  uncover  any  intriguing
connections  that  lay  hidden  within  the
data.

In  a  stroke  of  genius—or  perhaps
madness—we also delved into the world
of  geographic  analysis,  mapping  the
prevalence  of  the  name  "William"  and
burglary hotspots in South Carolina with
the fervor of explorers charting uncharted
territories. This spatial dimension added a
dash  of  pizzazz  to  our  investigation,
allowing us to contemplate the potential
influences  of  regional  dynamics  on  the
quirky relationship we sought to unravel.

Armed  with  our  trusty  spreadsheets,
statistical  software,  and  a  pinch  of
whimsy, we navigated the complexities of
data analysis with the finesse of acrobats
walking a tightrope, daring to balance the

serious rigor of scientific inquiry with the
lighthearted  spirit  of  curiosity  that
danced through our research. In doing so,
we  aimed  to  present  a  comprehensive,
albeit  delightfully  quirky,  analysis  of  the
"Will-i-Am's  Effect"  that  could  stand  the
test  of  scrutiny  and  give  rise  to  a  few
chuckles among our esteemed colleagues.

RESULTS

Our  analysis  revealed  a  striking
correlation between the popularity of the
first name "William" and burglary rates in
South  Carolina.  The  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9558063  indicates  a
strong positive  relationship between the
two variables.  This  suggests  that  as  the
popularity  of  the  name  "William"
increases,  so  do  the  occurrences  of
burglaries  in  the  state.  The  r-squared
value of 0.9135658 further supports this
relationship,  indicating  that
approximately 91.36% of the variation in
burglary  rates  can  be  explained  by  the
popularity  of  the  name  "William."  In
statistical terms, this is about as close to
a match as sweet tea and porch swings on
a hot summer day.

The p-value of less than 0.01 strengthens
the significance of our findings, providing
compelling  evidence  to  support  the
assertion  that  there  is  indeed  a
noteworthy  association  between  the
popularity  of  the  name  "William"  and
burglary  rates  in  South  Carolina.  It
appears that the impact of nomenclature
on criminal  behavior  may be more than
just a mere "name game."

Moreover,  the  results  are  creatively
illustrated  in  Fig.  1,  a  scatterplot  that
visually  captures  the  robust  correlation
between the popularity of the first name
"William"  and  burglary  rates  in  South
Carolina.  This  whimsical  yet  insightful
depiction  is  a  testament  to  the
unexpected  quirks  that  can  arise  when
delving into the fascinating intersection of
nomenclature and naughtiness.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These  findings  shed  light  on  the
whimsical  yet  thought-provoking  "Will-i-
Am's  Effect,"  underscoring  the  potential
influence  of  names  in  shaping  social
dynamics  and  crime  patterns  in  the
charming state of  South Carolina.  While
our initial foray into this topic may have
been met with raised eyebrows and stifled
chuckles, the results of our investigation
invite  both reflection and amusement  in
equal measure.

DISCUSSION

The results of our study have revealed a
correlation that  leaves us pondering the
question:  Do  we  live  in  a  world  where
William  is  just  too  "will-full"  of
mischievous intentions? While the notion
of a connection between the popularity of
the name "William" and burglary rates in
South Carolina may have initially sparked
lighthearted  chuckles  and  raised
eyebrows,  our  findings  lend  support  to
the  prior  research  that  delved  into  the
influence of names on social phenomena.

Smith  and  Doe  (2017)  offered  insights
into the psychological  impact of popular
names,  laying  the  foundation  for
understanding  how  individuals  may
subconsciously  associate  certain  names
with  specific  traits  or  behaviors.  Our
results  support  this  notion,  suggesting
that  the  name  "William"  might  have
unintentionally  evolved  into  a  moniker
associated with antics of a more nefarious
kind.

Jones et al.  (2019) further unpacked the
societal  ramifications  of  popular  names,
noting  preconceived  notions  and
expectations  associated  with  popular
names.  Indeed,  the  correlation  we
observed in our study aligns with the idea
that  societal  perceptions  of  names  may
extend  to  potential  implications  for
criminal  behavior.  It  appears  that  the
popularity of the name "William" in South
Carolina  may  indeed  carry  some
unexpected  weight  in  shaping  criminal
dynamics.

Brown's (2020) speculative exploration of
the impact of names on criminal behavior
takes  on  a  more  concrete  dimension  in
light  of  our  findings.  The  whimsical
musings on the influence of monikers on
misdeeds seem to hold more weight than
initially  anticipated.  As  we  navigate
through this discussion, it becomes clear
that the intersection of nomenclature and
naughtiness is no mere flight of fancy but
a realm worth considering with a blend of
academic rigor and lighthearted curiosity.

Levitt  and  Dubner's  "Freakonomics"
(2005) encouraged researchers to explore
seemingly  unrelated  correlations,  laying
the groundwork for our daring delve into
the  unexpected  correlation  between  the
name "William"  and burglary  rates.  Our
results  open  the  door  to  the  realization
that  the  influence  of  nomenclature  on
criminal  behavior  indeed  merits
thoughtful  exploration,  even  if  it
occasionally  provokes  laughter  at  first
glance.

In  conclusion,  our  study  affirms  the
unexpected  yet  intriguing  connection
between  the  popularity  of  the  name
"William"  and  burglary  occurrences  in
South  Carolina,  inviting  both  reflection
and  amusement  in  equal  measure.  The
"Will-i-Am's Effect" may have started as a
lighthearted  play  on  words,  but  it  has
blossomed into  an  enigmatic  correlation
worthy of further investigation – and the
occasional witty pun.

CONCLUSION
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In conclusion, our study has unearthed a
correlation between the popularity of the
name "William" and burglary rates in the
picturesque state of South Carolina. The
statistical  association  unveiled  through
our analysis offers an intriguing peek into
the whimsical world of nomenclature and
naughtiness. It seems that the impact of a
name  can  reach  far  beyond  personal
introductions and into the realm of crime
patterns, serving as a reminder that there
is often more to a name than meets the
eye.

While  the  results  may  initially  raise
eyebrows  and  potentially  prompt  a  few
chuckles,  they  cannot  be  dismissed  as
mere  happenstance.  The  robust
correlation coefficient and p-value of less
than  0.01  leave  little  room  for  doubt,
emphasizing that "Will-i-Am's Effect" may
not be as fanciful as one might imagine.

So,  what  do  we make  of  this  enigmatic
connection  between  the  moniker
"William"  and  burglary  occurrences?
Perhaps it serves as a cautionary tale for
parents-to-be, urging them to ponder the
potential  ramifications  of  their  baby
naming choices. After all, no one wants to
accidentally give their child a name that
turns  out  to  be  a  "steal"  in  more  ways
than one!

As  we  wrap  up  our  investigation,  it  is
clear that the influence of names on social
dynamics  and  crime  patterns  is  a  topic
ripe for further exploration.  However,  in
the case of "Will-i-Am's Effect," it appears
that  we  have  waded  through  the
palmetto-studded  landscapes  of  South
Carolina and uncovered the quirks of this
peculiar  correlation.  With  that  said,  it
seems that  there  is  no need for  further
research  in  this  area,  as  we  have
undoubtedly "burgled" the depths of this
peculiar  connection  and  left  no  stone
unturned.

In  the  words  of  the  illustrious  William
Shakespeare,  "What's  in  a  name?  That
which we call a rose, by any other name
would smell as sweet." And while we may
have  unraveled  the  mystery  of  the

"William"  name,  the  sweet  scent  of
discovery lingers on.
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