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The Peculiar Popularity of the Name Asia and its Peculiar 
Connection to Motor Vehicle thefts in South Carolina
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This study delves into the peculiar connection between the popularity of the first
name Asia and the incidence of motor vehicle thefts in the lovely state of South
Carolina. Armed with data from the US Social Security Administration and the FBI
Criminal Justice Information Services, we set out to answer this burning question
and ended up with some rather surprising findings. Our analysis revealed a rather
high correlation coefficient  of  0.9233771 and a p-value  of  less  than 0.01  for the
period spanning from 1985 to 2022. Digging deeper into the data, it seems that as the
popularity of the name Asia rises, so does the rate of motor vehicle thefts in South
Carolina. It's as if there's an invisible force at play, influencing the behavior of both
those  who  named  their  child  Asia  and  those  with  a  penchant  for  liberating
automobiles.  We must  confess,  the results  left  us  spinning like a  stolen car tire.
Furthermore, our study unearthed intriguing regional nuances, showcasing that this
phenomenon is not uniform across the state. In some areas, the correlation is even
more  pronounced,  prompting us  to  coin  the  term "The  Asia  Automobile  Antics
Anomaly" to describe this curious connection. It's almost as if there's a band of
mischievous car thieves that take the popularity of the name Asia as a personal dare.
In conclusion, this research sheds light on an unexpected association, and while we
don't  have all  the answers,  we can't  help but  wonder if  there's  a “car-ma” that
comes with the name Asia. This study paves the way for further investigation, but
one thing's for sure: when it comes to statistical quirks, this one has certainly driven
us to ponder some unexpected correlations.

The study of human behavior and its various
influences  has  long  been  a  subject  of
fascination  and  curiosity.  Sometimes,
unexpected patterns and connections emerge
from  the  analysis  of  seemingly  unrelated
variables,  leading  to  new  insights  and,

occasionally, a good chuckle. In the realm of
peculiar  correlations,  the  relationship
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Asia  and  the  prevalence  of  motor  vehicle
thefts  in  South  Carolina  stands  out  as  a
prime example. It's as if statistical analysis
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has discovered an unexpected tandem, like a
car with a mysterious passenger.

The aim of this  research is  to explore this
peculiar  association  and  delve  into  the
possible  explanations  behind  it.  As  we
embark on this statistical journey, we cannot
help but be reminded of the old joke: "Why
don't  scientists  trust  atoms?  Because  they
make up everything." In a  similar  vein,  as
we delve into the interplay of human names
and criminal activity, we are reminded that
statistics  can  sometimes  reveal  unexpected
and humorous patterns.

The choice of the name "Asia" as the focal
point  of  our  investigation  is  not  arbitrary.
The name has experienced varying degrees
of  popularity  over  the  years,  and  our
curiosity  was  piqued  by  the  potential
connection  between  this  trend  and  the
incidence of motor vehicle thefts. It's almost
as  if  there's  a  "car-tel"  of  name-related
misbehavior afoot.

Approaching this research with the rigor and
precision  characteristic  of  statistical
analysis,  we  aim  to  uncover  any  potential
causal relationship between the increase in
the popularity of the name Asia and the rise
in motor  vehicle  thefts.  It's  as if  statistical
analysis  has  opened  a  door  to  a  world  of
unexpected connections, like finding a set of
car keys in the most unlikely of places.

Prior research

The relationship between human names and
societal  phenomena  has  been  a  subject  of
interest across various disciplines. Smith and
Doe (2015) conducted a study examining the
correlation  between  names  and  criminal
behavior,  uncovering  intriguing  patterns  in
naming  conventions  and  their  potential

influence on deviant  activities.  Meanwhile,
Jones (2018) delved into the psychological
implications of names, shedding light on the
subconscious  associations  individuals  may
have with specific names. 

Speaking  of  associations,  have  you  heard
about the thief who stole a calendar? He got
twelve  months!  Now,  turning  to  more
serious matters, consider the implications of
popularity  trends  in  naming  and  its
connection to motor vehicle thefts in South
Carolina.  In  "Name  Games"  by  Johnson
(2008),  the  author  discusses  the  societal
impact of names and the potential influence
they may have on behavior. 

As  we  venture  deeper  into  the  realm  of
unexpected connections, it's worth exploring
the  potential  implications  of  regional
influences  on  the  Asia-automobile  theft
correlation. In "Regional Ramifications" by
Anderson  (2013),  the  author  examines
regional  dynamics  and  their  impact  on
statistical  patterns,  providing  valuable
insight into the contextual nuances that may
contribute to the peculiar phenomenon under
scrutiny.

Let's  take  a  detour  into  the  world of  non-
fiction  literature.  In  "Freakonomics"  by
Levitt and Dubner (2005), the authors delve
into the realms of unanticipated cause-and-
effect  relationships,  highlighting  the
unforeseen  connections  that  statistical
analysis can unveil. Moving to the realm of
fiction,  consider  the  impact  of  names  on
destiny  as  portrayed  in  "The  Name of  the
Wind"  by  Patrick  Rothfuss  and  "Eleanor
Oliphant  Is  Completely  Fine"  by  Gail
Honeyman. These works, although fictional,
prompt  contemplation  on  the  power  of
names  and  their  potential  influence  on
individual experiences.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Hold on a  second,  did you hear  about  the
stolen  car  that  eventually  turned  up  years
later?  It  was  a  classic  case  of  "auto-
biography" in motion! Now, transitioning to
a  more  youthful  perspective,  cartoons  and
children's  shows  have  often  depicted  the
allure  of  mischievous  adventures  and
escapades.  Shows  like  "Scooby-Doo"  and
"The Pink Panther" portray captivating tales
of  mystery  and  pursuit,  echoing  the  thrill
and intrigue of larcenous escapades. 

In  summary,  the  literature  surrounding
human  names,  societal  trends,  and
unexpected  correlations  provides  a  rich
tapestry of insights that lay the groundwork
for  our  investigation  into  the  curious
connection  between  the  name  Asia  and
motor  vehicle  thefts  in  South  Carolina.
While  the  pursuit  of  understanding  this
association is undoubtedly serious, we can't
help  but  recognize  the  potential  for  name-
related puns to drive home the point with a
dash of humor.

Approach

To  investigate  the  curious  connection
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Asia  and  the  incidence  of  motor  vehicle
thefts  in  South  Carolina,  we  employed  a
multifaceted  research  approach  that
combined  statistical  analysis,  data  mining,
and a sprinkle of whimsy. Our research team
gathered data from a variety of sources, with
a primary focus on the US Social Security
Administration's  database  of  baby  names
and  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information
Services'  repository of crime statistics. The
period under scrutiny spanned from 1985 to
2022,  encompassing  a  comprehensive
timeline  to  capture  any potential  trends  or

fluctuations in both name popularity and the
occurrence of motor vehicle thefts.

Embracing the inherently amusing nature of
this investigation, our team approached the
methodology  with  a  touch  of  levity.  We
started by sifting through an abundance of
baby names like a treasure hunt,  searching
for  the  elusive  statistics  pertaining  to  the
name  Asia,  while  also  resisting  the
temptation  to  create  a  spreadsheet  of  the
most "driving" names in the dataset.

Utilizing  sophisticated  statistical  analysis,
we  calculated  the  prevalence  of  the  first
name  Asia  across  the  years,  charting  its
fluctuations like a meteorologist tracking a
particularly  capricious  cloud.  To  ensure
accuracy  and  completeness,  we  employed
robust  data-cleansing  techniques,  removing
any extraneous entries or outliers that could
have skewed the results. It's  as if we were
conducting  a  high-stakes  game  of  "Name
That  Variable,"  with  Asia  emerging as  the
unlikely protagonist in this statistical tale.

Turning  our  attention  to  the  incidents  of
motor vehicle thefts in South Carolina, we
combed  through  the  FBI  Crime  Database
like detectives on the trail of a mischievous
car  thief,  striving  to  unearth  any  potential
correlations with the popularity of the name
Asia.  Our  statistical  analyses  included
calculating  the  correlation  coefficient,
conducting  time  series  analysis,  and
performing geographical mapping to reveal
any regional clusters or peculiar patterns that
might  shed  light  on  this  paradoxical
connection.  It's  safe  to  say  that  we  were
"driven"  by  curiosity  to  uncover  the  truth
behind this statistical quirk.

Incorporating  state-of-the-art  statistical
software and methodologies,  we conducted
regression analyses to determine the strength
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and significance of the relationship between
the  popularity  of  the  name  Asia  and  the
occurrences of motor vehicle thefts in South
Carolina. The results were scrutinized with
the unwavering precision of a car mechanic
examining a finicky engine, ensuring that no
statistical  "loose  ends"  were  left
unaddressed.

Furthermore,  to  validate  the  robustness  of
our  findings,  we  engaged  in  rigorous
sensitivity analyses, assessing the impact of
potential  confounding  variables  and
exploring alternative models to confirm the
stability  of  our  results.  Throughout  this
process,  we  maintained  a  lighthearted
perspective, embracing the absurdity of the
endeavor with a good-natured approach that
honored the unexpected twists and turns of
statistical exploration.

Adding  a  touch  of  whimsy  to  the
methodology,  we  couldn't  resist  the
occasional  automobile-themed  pun,  much
like finding a hidden treasure in a dusty old
attic.  With  each  statistical  analysis  and
methodological  refinement,  we  braved  the
winding  statistical  roads  in  pursuit  of  an
unexpected  correlation,  all  the  while
embracing  the  unpredictable  nature  of
academic  inquiry.  In  the  end,  our
methodology painted a picture of statistical
exploration  that  was  both  rigorous  in  its
approach and delightfully lighthearted in its
execution,  much  like  stumbling  upon  a
peculiarly  entertaining  roadside  attraction
during a scholarly road trip.

Results

The  analysis  revealed  a  strong  positive
correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the
first name Asia and the incidence of motor
vehicle  thefts  in  South  Carolina,  with  a

correlation coefficient of 0.9233771 and an
r-squared value of 0.8526253. The p-value
was found to be less than 0.01, indicating a
highly significant relationship. It seems that
when  it  comes  to  the  name  Asia  and  car
thefts, there's more than meets the "eye."

Fig.  1  illustrates  the  robust  correlation
between the two variables, depicting a clear
trend that as the popularity of the name Asia
increases, so does the rate of motor vehicle
thefts.  It's  almost  as  if  there's  a  chain
reaction, with each new addition to the Asia
name  club  sparking  a  surge  in  car-related
shenanigans. Just as every car has a unique
VIN, it appears that every popular name has
its statistical VIN-dication.

The findings of this study not only confirm
the  existence  of  a  notable  connection  but
also  point  to  the  potential  for  further
investigation  into  the  underlying
mechanisms at play. It's like trying to crack
a  car  theft  case  –  the  more  clues  you
uncover,  the  more  questions  arise.  This
correlation  has  really  driven  us  to  expand
our  statistical  toolkit  and  explore  the
intricacies  of  this  unexpected  relationship.
Just  when  we  thought  we  had  seen  it  all,
statistical analysis hits us with a surprising
plot twist.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year
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In  summary,  our  research  has  brought  to
light  a  fascinating  and  somewhat  amusing
association  between  the  popularity  of  the
name Asia and motor vehicle thefts in South
Carolina.  While  this  correlation  presents
more questions than answers, it undeniably
adds  a  unique  dimension  to  the  ever-
unfolding  narrative  of  statistical  analyses.
One  thing's  for  sure  –  when  it  comes  to
statistical surprises, this one really takes the
wheel.

Discussion of findings

The  results  of  our  study  offer  compelling
evidence to support the peculiar connection
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
Asia  and  the  occurrence  of  motor  vehicle
thefts in South Carolina. Our findings align
with prior research that has highlighted the
influence  of  names  on  societal  behavior,
albeit in ways that might leave one feeling
slightly "tire"-d out. 

Building  on  previous  studies  that  have
explored  the  impact  of  names  on  criminal
behavior, our research adds a new dimension
by  shedding  light  on  the  relationship
between  a  specific  name  and  a  specific
crime. It's as if the name Asia is driving the
narrative  of  automobile  thefts  in  South
Carolina,  prompting  us  to  ponder  whether
there's a hidden "auto-biographical" force at
play. 

The  strong  positive  correlation  we
uncovered  supports  the  notion  that  as  the
popularity  of the name Asia rises,  so does
the  incidence  of  motor  vehicle  thefts.  It's
almost  as  if  each  new  occurrence  of  the
name acts as a key to unlock a surge in car-
related mischief. To put it in layman’s terms,
this  correlation  is  vrooming  along  like  a
stolen sports car on the interstate.

Our findings also resonate with studies that
have examined regional dynamics and their
impact on statistical  patterns. The fact that
this  correlation  exhibits  regional  nuances
adds  another  layer  of  intrigue  to  our
analysis.  It's  akin  to  navigating  a  maze  of
motorway mischief,  with different areas of
South Carolina painting a unique picture of
the Asia-automobile antics anomaly.

The  statistical  VIN-dication  of  this
association,  coupled  with  its  regional
disparities, underscores the need for further
investigation  into  the  underlying
mechanisms  at  play.  Perhaps  there's  an
"auto-suggestion"  at  work,  subtly
influencing the behavior of individuals with
the name Asia and those implicated in motor
vehicle thefts. 

In  continuing  our  exploration  into  this
surprising  correlation,  it  is  essential  to
approach the matter with the seriousness it
warrants  while  also  appreciating  the
unexpected  humor  that  arises  from
uncovering  such  statistical  quirks.  Like  a
good dad joke, these findings ensure that our
journey  through  statistical  analyses  is
anything but predictable.

Conclusion

In  conclusion,  our  study  has  unraveled  a
compelling  correlation  between  the
popularity  of  the  name  Asia  and  the
occurrence of motor vehicle thefts in South
Carolina. The robust correlation coefficient
of  0.9233771  and  a  significant  p-value  of
less  than  0.01  illuminate  a  striking
relationship  that  beckons  further
investigation. It appears that the name Asia
has  inadvertently  driven  its  own statistical
narrative  in  the  realm  of  car  mischief,
leaving  us  pondering  the  unexpected
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avenues  of  human  behavior  and
nomenclature.

As  we  mull  over  the  implications  of  this
peculiar connection, we can't help but crack
a dad joke or two. It  seems that the name
Asia  is  not  only  popular  but  also  "car-
ismatic,"  exerting a  statistical  influence on
vehicular  ventures that is  more than just  a
"driven"  coincidence.  This  revelation  not
only  leaves  us  in  statistical  awe  but  also
serves as a gentle reminder that in the world
of  numbers,  there's  always  room  for  a
statistical punchline.

However, it's time to put the brakes on this
particular investigation. Our findings, while
intriguing,  have  veered  us  toward  a  dead
end.  It's  clear  that  we've  reached  our
destination  in  this  peculiar  statistical
journey,  and  any  further  research  on  the
topic might just be "Asi-nine." It seems that
when it comes to the name Asia and motor
vehicle thefts, our research has parked itself
in  the  realm  of  statistical  curiosities,  not
necessitating  further  exploration.  As  they
say, sometimes you have to know when to
"car-stop"  –  and  in  this  case,  that  time  is
now.
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