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ON GUARD: A PENCHANT FOR PROTECTION - THE
SURPRISING LINK BETWEEN HOMELAND

SECURITY ASSOCIATES DEGREES AND ONLINE
SEARCHES FOR FBI HOTLINE

Caroline Hall, Abigail Thompson, Gemma P Trudeau

Advanced Engineering Institute

This study delves into the intriguing correlation between the conferment of Associate degrees in 
Homeland Security and related protective services and the frequency of Google searches for "FBI 
hotline." Fueled by a mix of curiosity and a penchant for protection, our research team harnessed 
datasets from the National Center for Education Statistics to track the number of Homeland Security
degrees awarded and then ventured into the digital realm, utilizing Google Trends to analyze the 
prevalence of searches for the FBI hotline.  Conjuring a statistical hocus-pocus, we summoned the 
correlation coefficient, whispering the enchanting number of 0.7797719, signaling a robust 
relationship between these seemingly unrelated phenomena, with an enchanting p-value of less than 
0.01, rendering our findings statistically bewitching. Our results span the years from 2011 to 2021, 
unraveling a saga where the allure of protective vocations within academia is mysteriously entwined 
with the prowess of search engines in the public's quest for safety. The implications of this magical 
connection are far-reaching, bespeaking a society poised at the crossroads of education, law 
enforcement, and the digital age, as we uncover the wizardry of human inquiry and the sorcery of 
statistical analysis in unraveling this curious association.

The intersection of academic pursuits and
public interest has long been a subject of
fascination for researchers. In the realm
of  Homeland  Security  and  related
protective  services,  the  conferral  of
Associate  degrees  represents  the
culmination  of  dedicated  study  and
preparation  for  a  career  dedicated  to
ensuring  public  safety.  Simultaneously,
the digital age has ushered in an era of
unprecedented access to information and
resources,  with  online  search  engines
serving  as  gateways  to  a  world  of
knowledge - and sometimes, concern. 

In this  study,  we dive headfirst  into  the
intriguing  confluence  of  these  spheres,
undertaking  an  investigation  into  the
unexpected  correlation  between  the
awarding of Associate degrees in the field

of Homeland Security and the frequency
of Google searches for the "FBI hotline."
Our  inquiry  seeks  to  shed  light  on  the
potentially  symbiotic  relationship
between academic pursuits in protective
services  and  the  public's  interest  in
engaging with law enforcement agencies,
albeit  through  the  intermediary  of  an
online search query.

As we delve into this enigmatic territory,
we are confronted with the challenge of
unraveling  the  underlying  motivations
and  dynamics  that  propel  individuals  to
seek  out  information  related  to  the  FBI
hotline,  especially  in  the  context  of  the
academic  landscape.  The  prevailing
assumption that the pursuit of knowledge
is  inherently  divorced  from  the  public's
curiosity  regarding  law  enforcement
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agencies is poised to undergo a thorough
examination,  as  our  study  aims  to
illuminate the profound overlap between
these seemingly disparate domains. 

Our quest for understanding traverses the
realms  of  empirical  data  and  statistical
analysis, endeavoring to discern patterns
and  correlations  that  hint  at  the  subtle
threads  connecting  students'  academic
endeavors  and  public  engagement  with
law enforcement entities. The emergence
of  a  robust  correlation  coefficient,
accompanied  by  a  captivating  p-value,
presents us with a compelling narrative of
interconnectivity,  underscoring  the
unforeseen  relationship  between
educational pursuits and public curiosity
in the digital realm.

The  implications  of  our  findings  extend
beyond  the  realm  of  statistical
significance,  reaching  into  the  heart  of
societal perceptions of safety, protection,
and the dissemination of information. As
we embark on this scholarly odyssey, we
stand  poised  to  unravel  the  mystifying
association  between  academic  pursuits
and  public  intrigue,  not  merely  as  an
exercise  in  scholarly  inquiry,  but  as  an
exploration  of  the  intricate  webs  woven
by human curiosity and the digital age.

So, dear reader, join us as we embark on
a  journey  that  promises  to  unravel  the
spellbinding  connection  between  the
conferral  of  protective  degrees  and  the
summoning  of  the  FBI  hotline  in  the
nebulous  expanse  of  the  internet.  The
stage  is  set,  the  curtain  rises,  and  the
enigmatic  dance  between  academia  and
public  inquiry  awaits  our  scholarly
scrutiny.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  nexus  between  academic  pursuits
and public interest is woven into the very
fabric  of  societal  intrigue,  presenting  a
tapestry  of  interconnected  domains  that
have  captivated  the  imaginations  of
scholars  and  researchers  alike.  As  we
venture  into  the  realm  of  Homeland

Security  and related protective  services,
our exploration of the correlation between
the conferral of Associate degrees and the
online quest for the "FBI hotline" prompts
us  to  survey  the  landscape  of  existing
literature, seeking threads of insight that
may  illuminate  this  enigmatic
relationship.

Smith  et  al.  (2015)  embarked  on  an
expedition akin to our own,  delving into
the  academic sphere  to  unravel  societal
attitudes  towards  protective  vocations.
Their  endeavor,  while ostensibly focused
on the  motivations  of  students  pursuing
degrees  in  Homeland  Security,
inadvertently  tread  upon  the  mystifying
membrane  that  separates  academic
inquiry  from  the  broader  public's
engagement  with  safety  and  law
enforcement.  Meanwhile,  Doe  (2018)
ventured into the digital kingdom, where
the  allure  of  online  search  queries
beckons  forth  a  realm  of  uncharted
intrigue. In her study, the implications of
user-generated  inquiries  into  law
enforcement  agencies  painted  a
tantalizing  portrait  of  the  public's
curiosity,  hinting  at  the  potential
undercurrents  that  may  intertwine  with
academic pursuits.

Jones  (2020)  led  an  expedition  into  the
fathomless  depths  of  statistical  analysis,
wielding  the  correlation  coefficient  as  a
compass  to  navigate  the  uncharted
territory of interconnections. His findings,
though not directly related to our inquiry,
sparked  a  flicker  of  recognition  as  we
charted our own scholarly course, poised
to  summon  the  esoteric  forces  of
statistical  significance  in  decoding  the
captivating association between academic
awards and online enigmas.

Turning  our  gaze  towards  the  realm  of
textual  tomes,  "Homeland  Security  and
Protective  Services:  A  Comprehensive
Analysis"  (Baldwin,  2017)  stands  as  a
beacon  of  knowledge,  rendering  a
comprehensive  portrait  of  the  academic
domain  we  navigate.  Verily,  Baldwin's
magnum opus serves as a cornerstone for
our  understanding  of  the  academic
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landscape, guiding our examination of the
intertwined roots of  protective vocations
and scholarly pursuits.

On the more elusive shores of fiction, the
haunting  echoes  of  intrigue  resonate  in
titles such as "The Da Vinci Code" by Dan
Brown  and  "The  Girl  with  the  Dragon
Tattoo" by Stieg Larsson. While ostensibly
unrelated  to  our  scholarly  inquiry,  the
realms  of  cybersecurity,  clandestine
investigations,  and  enigmatic  pursuits
permeate  these  literary  creations,
sparking  a  whimsical  connection  to  the
quest for knowledge and protection that
underpins our own investigation.

Away from the written word, the ethereal
realms of board games beckon forth their
own  allusions  to  the  theme  at  hand.
"Pandemic"  and  "Sherlock  Holmes
Consulting Detective" weave narratives of
protection  and  sleuthing,  inextricably
entwining  the  pursuit  of  safeguarding
with  the  unraveling  of  enigmas.  While
their connection to our scholarly odyssey
may be tenuous at best,  their whimsical
influence  upon  the  mind  cannot  be
discounted.

As  we  set  sail  upon  this  scholarly  sea,
buoyed by the intellectual currents of our
predecessors and the whimsical allure of
literary  and  ludic  influences,  we  unfurl
the sails of inquiry, poised to uncover the
unexpected  connections  that  harbor
within the seemingly disparate domains of
academic pursuits and public intrigue.

METHODOLOGY

In our pursuit of unraveling the mystical
connection  between  the  conferral  of
Associate  degrees  in  Homeland Security
and  related  protective  services  and  the
frequency of Google searches for the "FBI
hotline,"  we  employed  a  concoction  of
research methods designed to cast a wide
net over the digital and academic realms. 

First  and  foremost,  we  harnessed  the
formidable power of the National Center
for  Education  Statistics  (NCES)  to
procure data on the conferral of Associate

degrees in Homeland Security and related
protective  services  from  2011  to  2021.
With  NCES  as  our  trusty  ally,  we
embarked on a quest to capture the ebbs
and flows of  academic dedication to the
safeguarding of the public.

Our next foray into the digital landscape
led us to the whimsical realm of Google
Trends, where we sought to capture the
enchanting fluctuations in online searches
for the elusive "FBI hotline". Adorned in
the  armor  of  data  analytics,  we  sifted
through the digital footprints of countless
search  queries,  striving  to  unveil  the
patterns  and  surges  that  herald  the
public's  voracious  appetite  for  law
enforcement inquiries.

The  essence  of  our  methodological
endeavor can be distilled into the art of
statistical  alchemy  –  a  melding  of  data
mining and computational wizardry. With
all-encompassing fervor, we conjured the
mystical  correlation  coefficient,  invoking
its  numerical  incantations  to  unveil  the
potency of the relationship between these
captivating  phenomena.  Our  keen
discernment  and  mystical  incantations
yielded  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.7797719, elucidating a robust bond that
transcends the confines of happenstance.
Furthermore, we summoned the p-value,
which, like a sacred talisman, pointed to a
significance  level  of  less  than  0.01,
imbuing  our  findings  with  an  air  of
statistical gravitas.

As we peered through the looking glass of
statistical  significance,  we  exercised
caution against bewitching ourselves with
spurious  correlations  or  seductive
overinterpretations.  Embracing  the
principles of scholarly rigor, we adhered
to  the  spells  of  multiple  regression
analyses,  enchanting  control  variables,
and  the  incantations  of  statistical
significance  tests,  to  ensure  the  purity
and integrity of our findings.

In  tandem  with  the  incantations  of
statistical analysis,  we ventured into the
domain of qualitative inquiry, engaging in
the mystical art of thematic analysis. By
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immersing ourselves in the cosmic pool of
qualitative  data,  we  sought  to  elucidate
the  nuanced  motivations  and  yearnings
that  impel  individuals  to  seek  the
mystique  of  the  FBI  hotline  amidst  the
tapestry of academic pursuits.

In confining our methods to the rigorous
precepts  of  scholarly  inquiry,  we
endeavored to  strike a  balance between
the  allure  of  statistical  sorcery  and  the
refined  insights  borne  of  qualitative
enchantment. It is within this expanse of
methodological integration that our quest
for knowledge and understanding thrived,
birthing  a  synergy  of  rigor  and
imagination  that  shaped  our  scholarly
odyssey.

RESULTS

In scrutinizing the data amassed from the
National  Center  for  Education  Statistics
and  Google  Trends,  a  resounding
correlation  emerged  between  the
conferral  of  Associate  degrees  in
Homeland Security and related protective
services  and  the  frequency  of  Google
searches for the "FBI hotline" from 2011
to  2021.  The  correlation  coefficient,  a
tantalizing 0.7797719, indicated a strong
positive  relationship  between  these
seemingly disparate variables, suggesting
a captivating interplay between academic
pursuits and public inquiry.

The  robustness  of  this  connection  was
further  underscored  by  an  r-squared
value  of  0.6080442,  affirming  that  a
substantial  proportion of the variance in
searches  for  the  "FBI  hotline"  could  be
elucidated  by  the  number  of  Homeland
Security  degrees  awarded.  It  is
noteworthy  that  the  p-value,  slipping
gracefully  beneath  the  esteemed
threshold  of  0.01,  established  the
statistical significance of this correlation,
enthralling the researchers with its allure.

Flaunting  these  statistical  trinkets,  our
findings unveil a striking narrative woven
amidst  the  ebb  and  flow of  educational
attainment and digital sleuthing. Fig. 1, a

captivating  scatterplot,  visually
encapsulates  this  enchanting  liaison,
depicting  the  distinct  clustering  of  data
points  that  traverse  a  tale  of  academic
aspirations  converging  with  public
curiosity in the virtual arena. A medley of
protective  vocations  and  digital
inquisition,  intricately  entwined  in  the
tapestry  of  modern  society,  unraveled
before our discerning gaze.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

This  enthralling correlation  between the
conferment  of  Associate  degrees  in
Homeland Security and the fervor for the
FBI  hotline  engenders  a  whimsical
contemplation  of  the  interconnectedness
between  scholarly  pursuits  and  public
inquisition.  The  eccentric  union  of
academia  and  digital  intrigue  left  an
indelible  imprint  on  the  fabric  of  our
research, echoing a symbiotic resonance
that  transcends  convention  and
permeates  the  enigmatic  landscape  of
human inquiry.

DISCUSSION

The  intersection  of  academic  endeavors
and societal  curiosities  has  long  been a
subject  of  fascination,  straddling  the
ethereal  boundaries  between  scholarly
pursuits and the whims of public inquiry.
Our  foray  into  unraveling  the
mesmerizing  correlation  between  the
awarding  of  Associate  degrees  in
Homeland Security and related protective
services  and  the  frequency  of  Google
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searches for the "FBI hotline" has cast a
luminous  spotlight  on  the  captivating
interplay  between  educational  pathways
and the virtual quest for security.

Building  upon  the  tenuous  tendrils  of
prior  research,  our  findings  stand  as  a
testament to the enduring salience of this
magical  connection.  Smith  et  al.'s
exploration  of  the  motivations  driving
students  towards  protective  vocations
within  academia  echoes  with  uncanny
resonance  in  our  own  inquiry,
underscoring the latent currents that bind
academic aspirations with public intrigue.
While their inquiry may have sailed under
the  flag  of  scholarly  motivations,  the
inadvertent drift into the realm of public
curiosity  foreshadowed  the  tantalizing
nexus we now illuminate.

Doe's  delving  into  user-generated
inquiries  into  law  enforcement  agencies
finds  an  unexpected  kinship  with  our
digital  odyssey,  as  the  eldritch  allure  of
the  "FBI  hotline"  captivates  the
imagination  of  online  denizens.  The
confluence of  her  insights with our own
findings heralds a symphonic crescendo,
harmonizing  the  whispers  of  online
inquisition with the academic proclivities
that  seem to tango with the caprices of
public curiosity.

Jovial  though  it  may  be,  the  whimsical
echoes  of  board  game  narratives  and
fictional  tomes  also  dance  within  the
cradle  of  our  scholarly  discourse.  While
these influences may seem fanciful, their
enigmatic  allure  weaves  a  delicate
undercurrent,  playfully  hinting  at  the
seamless  intermingling  of  protective
vocations and the unraveling of enigmas,
much like the clandestine dance between
Homeland  Security  degrees  and  digital
sleuthing that we uncover.

Through  the  gauzy  haze  of  statistical
incantations, our results twinkle brightly,
affirming  the  robustness  of  the
correlation  we  have  unearthed.  The  r-
squared  value,  akin  to  a  fetchingly
bedecked  carnival  mask,  cloaks  a
substantial  proportion of the variance in

the  virtual  quest  for  the  "FBI  hotline,"
overlaying  the  narrative  of  academic
conferral  with  a  resplendent  veneer  of
significance.  Our  scatterplot,  a  veritable
kaleidoscope of academic aspirations and
public  inquiry,  spins  a  tale  of
enchantment, depicting the partnering of
protective  vocations  with  the  digital
dalliances of society.

As  we  pirouette  through  this  scholarly
ballroom,  our  findings offer  a  whimsical
ode to the interconnectedness that swirls
within  the  spheres  of  education,  law
enforcement, and the ever-curious digital
landscape, unveiling an inspiring tableau
of  symbiotic  resonance  that  defies
conventions and beckons forth a chorus of
further inquiry.

CONCLUSION

In  the  convoluted  dance  of  statistical
significance  and  academic  scrutiny,  our
inquiry  has  unearthed  an  unexpected
waltz between the conferral of Associate
degrees in Homeland Security and related
protective  services  and  the  resounding
symphony  of  Google  searches  for  the
elusive  "FBI  hotline."  With a  correlation
coefficient as eye-catching as a magician's
top  hat,  we  have  witnessed  the
emergence  of  a  robust  relationship
between  these  seemingly  incongruous
phenomena, akin to a bewildering optical
illusion crafted by the hand of statistical
sorcery.

The  enigmatic  allure  of  this  correlation,
embellished  with  a  tantalizing  p-value,
beckons  us  to  consider  the  intricate
interplay  between  educational  pursuits
and  the  public's  digital  foray  into  the
domain  of  law  enforcement.  As  our
findings  unfurl,  they  unfurl  like  a
magician's scarf, revealing the intricacies
of  human  curiosity  adrift  in  the  digital
ether.

Fig.  1,  our  cherished scatterplot,  stands
as a metaphorical portrait of this uncanny
alliance,  illustrating  the  convergence  of
protective vocations and virtual sleuthing
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in a captivating tableau. This perplexing
correlation  leaves  us  with  a  tapestry  of
interwoven narratives, where the pursuit
of knowledge intertwines with the quest
for  security  and  the  seduction  of  online
exploration.

Leaving  no  stone  unturned  in  our
meticulous analysis, we are compelled to
acknowledge the bewitching implications
of these findings for society at large, as
the  academic  pursuit  of  protection
intertwines  with  the  digital  clamor  for
security and assistance. Nonetheless, our
study  also  serves  as  a  reminder  that
behind  every  statistical  enigma  lies  a
realm  of  wonder  and  fascination,
prompting  our  scholarly  minds  to  tread
the  path  less  traveled  in  pursuit  of
understanding.

In the wake of this riveting revelation, it
is evident that further exploration in this
domain carries  the scent of  redundancy,
like a joke told one too many times. We
stand  on  the  precipice  of  academic
inquiry,  gazing  at  a  horizon  where  the
conferral  of  protective  degrees  and  the
summoning of the FBI hotline intersect in
a  whimsical  ballet  that  has  been
spotlighted,  analyzed,  and  adored.  It  is
our  assertion  that  no  more  research  is
needed in this area,  as we bid adieu to
this  delightful  dalliance  between  the
academic realm and the enigmatic lure of
the digital nexus.

In  the  immortal  words  of  Sherlock
Holmes, "The game is afoot," but for now,
our  academic  revelry  draws  to  a  close,
leaving a trail of statistical breadcrumbs
for future scholars to ponder.
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