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Abstract

In this paper, we present the findings of a peculiar yet fascinating correlation between the number of 
Master's degrees awarded in Family and Consumer Sciences/Human Sciences and the frequency of 
Google searches for 'flights to Antarctica'. Utilizing data from the National Center for Education Statistics 
and Google Trends, our research team embarked on a journey to untangle the mystery behind this 
unexpected connection. With a correlation coefficient of 0.8137105 and a p-value less than 0.01 for the 
years 2012 to 2021, our findings suggest a compelling relationship between academic pursuits and the 
desire for far-flung adventures. This study offers a lighthearted perspective on the wanderlust aspirations 
of those pursuing degrees in family and consumer sciences, ultimately revealing a link between scholarly 
endeavors and the yearning for exotic travel destinations. So, next time you spot a family and consumer 
sciences graduate, remember that they might just be daydreaming about penguins and icy landscapes!
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1. Introduction

The world of academia is filled with endless
wonders,  from unraveling the mysteries of
the cosmos to dissecting the complexities of
the  human  mind.  However,  amidst  this
academic  tapestry,  there  exists  a  peculiar

and  seemingly  incongruous  link  between
the number of Master's degrees awarded in
Family and Consumer Sciences (FCS) and
the alluring allure of the icy landscapes of
Antarctica.  Yes,  you  read  that  correctly  -
we're  talking  about  a  connection  between
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domestic  sciences  and  dreams  of  polar
exploration.

While  the  idea  of  sophisticated  scholars
daydreaming about frolicking with penguins
may sound far-fetched, our research delved
into  this  peculiar  correlation,  leaving  no
stone  unturned  in  our  quest  for
understanding.  From the very moment  we
stumbled upon this unexpected relationship,
we were determined to unravel its mysteries
- much like unearthing the hidden artifacts
of an academic treasure hunt.

As we dive into the depths of this academic
rabbit  hole,  it's  essential  to  keep  in  mind
that  our  inquiry  is  not  only  intellectually
stimulating but also unexpectedly whimsical.
We aim to shed light on the whimsical and
often  overlooked  yearning  for  far-flung
adventures  that  seems  to  be  intertwined
with  the  pursuit  of  scholarly  endeavors  in
the field of family and consumer sciences.
After  all,  who would  have thought  that  an
academic  pursuit  could  provoke  such
wanderlust and curiosity about icy terrains?

So, fasten your seatbelts, as we embark on
a scholarly journey that  may lead us from
the hallowed halls of academia to the frigid
expanses  of  the  South  Pole.  It's  time  to
explore the unanticipated union of academic
pursuits and the fervent desire to jet off to
the frosty wonderland that is Antarctica. And
who knows, by the end of  this paper,  you
may find yourself reaching for a parka and
dreaming of polar exploration along with the
family and consumer sciences enthusiasts.

2. Literature Review

The connection between Master's degrees
awarded  in  Family  and  Consumer
Sciences/Human  Sciences  and  the
frequency of Google searches for 'flights to
Antarctica'  has elicited both confusion and
amusement  within academic circles.  While
initially  met  with  skepticism,  our  research
uncovers a series of surprising insights that

shed light on the peculiar interplay between
scholarly  pursuits  and  the  allure  of  polar
adventures.

Smith et al. (2010) delved into the academic
landscape,  focusing  on  the  demographics
and trends of graduate programs in family
and  consumer  sciences.  Their
comprehensive analysis revealed a steady
increase in the number of Master's degrees
awarded in this field over the past decade,
painting  a  picture  of  dedicated  scholars
honing  their  expertise  in  matters  ranging
from  nutrition  to  textile  design.  Little  did
these  diligent  academics  know  that  their
pursuit  of  knowledge  would  spark  an
unexpected interest in polar travel.

Doe and Jones (2015) further explored the
complexities  of  human  behavior  and
decision-making, examining the motivations
behind  travel  preferences  and  destination
choices.  While  their  study  did  not
specifically  address  flights  to  Antarctica,  it
provided  valuable  insights  into  the
psychological factors influencing individuals'
travel aspirations. The authors' findings laid
the  groundwork  for  understanding  the
underlying  wanderlust  that  seems  to  be
intertwined with academic accomplishments
in family and consumer sciences.

Venturing  beyond  the  realm  of  academic
literature,  our  inquiry  into  the  whimsical
connection  led  us  to  explore  non-fiction
works  such  as  "Antarctica:  An  Intimate
Portrait  of  the  World's  Most  Mysterious
Continent"  by  Gabrielle  Walker  and  "The
Family: A World History" by Mary Jo Maynes
and  Ann  Waltner.  While  seemingly
unrelated,  these  texts  offered  unexpected
parallels,  unraveling  the enigmatic  threads
connecting scholarly pursuits and the allure
of distant landscapes.

In  a  delightful  deviation  from conventional
academic  sources,  our  exploration  delved
into fictional narratives that, albeit unrelated
to our research topic, echoed the theme of
exploration  and  discovery.  Works  such  as
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Jules Verne's "Journey to the Center of the
Earth"  and  H.P.  Lovecraft's  "At  the
Mountains  of  Madness"  evoked images of
intrepid  voyages  and  untamed  frontiers,
serving  as  whimsical  companions  to  our
investigation  into  the  intersection  of
academic  aspirations  and  Antarctic
escapades.

Furthermore, our team indulged in cinematic
escapades, where the silver screen offered
its own interpretations of remote expeditions
and  untamed  frontiers.  Films  such  as
"March of the Penguins" and "Happy Feet"
may  seem  like  lighthearted  portrayals  of
Antarctic wildlife, yet they subtly underscore
the exotic allure of polar regions, offering a
playful  lens  through  which  to  view  the
fascination with flights to Antarctica among
individuals  pursuing  Master's  degrees  in
family and consumer sciences.

With  the  diverse  array  of  sources  at  our
disposal,  our  literature  review  paints  a
vibrant  tapestry  of  interconnected  themes,
as  we  unravel  the  whimsical  correlation
between  academic  pursuits  and  the
magnetic pull of polar exploration. So, strap
on  your  seatbelt  and  be  prepared  for  an
academic  journey  that  transcends  the
conventional  bounds  of  scholarly  inquiry  -
one that leaves you chuckling at the thought
of penguins and textbooks sharing the same
limelight.

3. Our approach & methods

To  unpack  the  enigmatic  correlation
between  the  number  of  Master's  degrees
awarded in Family and Consumer Sciences
(FCS)  and  the  inexplicable  allure  of
Antarctica, our research team embarked on
a  data-driven  odyssey  that  spanned  the
realms of academia and internet searches.
We sought to employ a method as complex
as the ecosystem of Antarctic wildlife, yet as
efficient as the flight of a penguin, in order

to  elucidate this  seemingly  unconventional
association.

Our primary source of data for tracking the
proliferation  of  Master's  degrees  in  FCS
was  the  National  Center  for  Education
Statistics (NCES). We meticulously scoured
through  the  educational  landscape,
navigating through the academic jungles of
universities  and  colleges,  to  gather
information  spanning  the  years  2012  to
2021.  Our  journey  amidst  this  sea  of
statistics  was  akin  to  traversing  a  frozen
tundra—unforgiving  and  relentless  in  its
demands  for  precision  and  attention  to
detail.

In tandem with our exploration of academic
pursuits, we harnessed the power of Google
Trends  to  monitor  the  fluctuations  in
searches  for  'flights  to  Antarctica'.  Like
intrepid explorers, we combed through the
digital  footprints  left  by  internet  users,
tracing  their  desires  for  polar  escapades
amidst the vast expanse of cyberspace. The
search  for  this  data  resembled  a  daring
expedition  across  treacherous  virtual
terrain,  navigating  through  algorithmic
eddies and keyword drifts in search of our
elusive answer.

Once  our  data  collection  efforts  reached
their  zenith,  we  navigated  through  the
tempestuous  waters  of  statistical  analysis.
Employing  a  robust  statistical  model,  we
calculated  the  correlation  coefficient
between  the  two  datasets,  and  to  our
delight, we found a coefficient of 0.8137105.
In the face of this seemingly high correlation
coefficient,  it  seemed  clearer  than  the
crystal glaciers of Antarctica that there was
indeed something consequential at play.

Furthermore,  we  subjected  this  correlation
to the test of statistical significance, and lo
and  behold,  the  p-value  emerged  as  less
than  0.01,  firmly  establishing  the
significance of the relationship between the
number  of  Master's  degrees  awarded  in
FCS and the surge in Google searches for
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Antarctic  flights.  The  statistical  process,
much  like  the  Antarctic  climate,  was  both
exhilarating and unpredictable, resembling a
lively game of statistical bingo, with p-values
constantly vying for the spotlight.

In summary, our methodology combined the
dogged determination of Antarctic explorers
with the precision of  statistical  analysis  to
reveal  an  unforeseen  connection  between
academic  pursuits  in  FCS and  the  primal
urge  to  seek  out  the  icy  wonders  of  the
Southern  Hemisphere.  Just  as  Antarctic
fauna adapt to their harsh environment, our
research  adapted  and  persevered  in  the
pursuit  of  understanding  this  unorthodox
correlation, ultimately shedding light on the
intriguing  fusion  of  scholarly  ambition  and
wanderlust for distant, chilly horizons.

4. Results

The results of our investigation revealed a
stunning correlation between the number of
Master's  degrees  awarded  in  Family  and
Consumer  Sciences/Human  Sciences  and
the frequency of Google searches for 'flights
to  Antarctica'.  The  correlation  coefficient
between the two variables was 0.8137105,
with  an  r-squared  of  0.6621247  and  a  p-
value less than 0.01 for the time period from
2012  to  2021.  This  statistical  analysis
indicates  a  strong  positive  relationship
between  these  seemingly  disparate
pursuits. 

Intriguingly, the scatterplot (Fig. 1) depicts a
clear and compelling pattern, resembling a
flight  path  to  the  icy  continent,  with  each
data  point  marking  a  step  closer  to  the
mysterious  allure  of  Antarctica.  It's  as  if
each  Master's  degree  in  Family  and
Consumer  Sciences  is  accompanied  by  a
fervent longing to embark on an adventure
to  the  world's  southernmost  region.  Who
would  have  thought  that  the  pursuit  of
domestic  sciences  could  be  so  closely
intertwined  with  dreams  of  polar
exploration?

Our  discovery  of  this  association  offers  a
fresh  perspective  on  the  academic
landscape,  highlighting  the  unexpected
wanderlust  that  seems  to  captivate
individuals  pursuing degrees in  family  and
consumer sciences. This connection invites
us  to  ponder  the  alluring  pull  of  far-flung
destinations,  even among those immersed
in the scholarly realm.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The robustness of the correlation between
Master's degrees in Family and Consumer
Sciences and the interest in Antarctic travel
arouses  thoughts  of  an  academic  journey
through the frozen expanse - a journey that
traverses  the  domains  of  intellect  and
adventure. This research not only expands
our understanding of academic pursuits but
also ignites a sense of curiosity about  the
profound  desires  that  drive  individuals  to
explore the remote corners of our planet.

In essence, our findings suggest that behind
the  pursuit  of  expertise  in  family  and
consumer  sciences,  there  may  lie  a
yearning for new frontiers, encapsulated by
the icy enchantment of Antarctica.  So,  the
next  time  you  encounter  an  enthusiast  of
domestic  sciences,  take  a  moment  to
appreciate  the  not-so-hidden  wanderlust
that may be lurking beneath their scholarly
veneer. After all, who wouldn't be enticed by
the thought of blending academic prowess
with the thrill of polar discovery?
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5. Discussion

Our  analysis  of  the  correlation  between
Master's degrees in Family and Consumer
Sciences/Human  Sciences  and  Google
searches  for  'flights  to  Antarctica'  has
uncovered a surprising connection that has
left  us  pondering  the  whimsical  and
delightful  interplay  between  scholarly
endeavors and the tantalizing allure of polar
expeditions. As we embark on this engaging
discussion, let's take a moment to relish the
unexpected  parallels  and  unearth  the
charming revelations that our research has
unearthed.

In  this  lighthearted  academic  sojourn,  we
find  ourselves  revisiting  some  of  the
peculiar elements from the literature review
that initially seemed like playful distractions
but  have  now  emerged  as  insightful
guideposts in our quest for understanding.
From  the  remote  quest  for  Antarctic
exploration in Jules Verne's "Journey to the
Center  of  the  Earth"  to  the  cinematic
whimsy of  "March of  the Penguins,"  these
seemingly  unrelated  tangents  offered
delightful  parallels  to  the  correlation  we
have  discovered.  It's  a  reminder  that
sometimes, the most unexpected of sources
can  lend  a  refreshing  perspective  to
academic  inquiries,  reaffirming  the  saying
that truth is indeed stranger than fiction.

Our  results,  which  fortified  the  prior
research,  have  not  only  unveiled  the
unanticipated  connection  between
academic  pursuits  and  the  allure  of  polar
exploration  but  have  also  prompted  us  to
contemplate the underlying factors at play.
The correlation coefficient of 0.8137105 and
the  striking  scatterplot  resembling  a  flight
path to Antarctica have led us to ponder the
intertwined  aspirations  and  desires  that
underpin scholarly achievements. It appears
that  beneath  the  facade  of  academic
pursuits  in  family  and consumer sciences,
there  lies  a  latent  fascination  with  the

untamed splendor of Antarctica, beckoning
the scholarly minds to venture beyond their
conventional habitats and embrace the call
of distant horizons.

It  seems that  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  in
matters such as nutrition and textile design
might  be  accompanied  by  an  innate
yearning for untamed frontiers, where each
Master's degree awarded represents a step
closer  to  the  ethereal  enchantment  of  the
frozen continent.  Who would have thought
that  the study of  consumer behaviors and
family  dynamics  could  be  intertwined  with
the  longing  for  polar  exploration?  Our
findings  not  only  endorse  the  previous
research but also highlight the unfathomed
depths  of  human  aspirations  and  the
captivating allure of the unknown.

As  we  tread  this  captivating  academic
terrain,  we  are  reminded  that  scholarly
pursuits  are  not  confined  to  the  limits  of
textbooks  and  lecture  halls  but  have  a
profound resonance with the intrepid spirit
of  exploration.  So,  the  next  time  you
stumble  upon  a  family  and  consumer
sciences  graduate,  take  a  moment  to
appreciate  the  unspoken  yearning  for
adventure  that  might  be lingering beneath
their  scholarly  facade.  For  in  the  nexus
between  academic  pursuits  and  Antarctic
yearnings, we find a delightful convergence
that  echoes  the  timeless  curiosity  and
wanderlust that infuses the human spirit.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has uncovered
a captivating correlation between the pursuit
of  Master's  degrees  in  Family  and
Consumer  Sciences/Human  Sciences  and
the  bewitching  allure  of  venturing  to
Antarctica.  This  unexpected  connection
between domestic sciences and dreams of
polar  exploration  sheds  light  on  the
whimsical yearning for far-flung adventures
that appears to be entwined with scholarly
endeavors  in  this  field.  Who  would  have
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thought  that  an  academic  pursuit  could
provoke  such  wanderlust  and  curiosity
about icy terrains?

The  statistical  analysis  has  provided
compelling  evidence  of  this  relationship,
with  a  correlation  coefficient  resembling  a
flight path to the frosty continent.  It's  as if
each  Master's  degree  in  Family  and
Consumer  Sciences  is  accompanied  by  a
fervent longing to embark on an adventure
to  the  world's  southernmost  region.  The
robustness  of  this  correlation  points  to  a
journey  through  the  frozen  expanse,  one
that traverses the domains of intellect and
adventure.

Our findings suggest that behind the pursuit
of  expertise  in  family  and  consumer
sciences, there may lie a yearning for new
frontiers,  encapsulated  by  the  icy
enchantment  of  Antarctica.  This  discovery
offers  a  lighthearted  and  unexpected
glimpse  into  the  desires  that  drive
individuals to explore the remote corners of
our  planet.  So  next  time  you  meet  an
enthusiast  of  domestic  sciences,  consider
the  not-so-hidden  wanderlust  that  may  be
lurking beneath their scholarly veneer.

Ultimately,  our  findings  reveal  that  the
pursuit  of  knowledge  in  family  and
consumer sciences may indeed lead to an
insatiable curiosity for the icy landscapes of
Antarctica.  So  pack  your  bags,  don  your
parka,  and embrace the academic journey
towards unearthing the hidden treasures of
scholarly wanderlust.

In  conclusion,  our  research  satisfyingly
unravels  the  mystery  behind  the  link
between  academic  pursuits  in  family  and
consumer sciences and the fervent desire to
jet off to the South Pole. With a good laugh
and a newfound appreciation for the whimsy
of  scholarly  wanderlust,  we assert  that  no
further research is needed in this area. After
all, some connections are best left to spark
our curiosity and evoke a sense of wonder.
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