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THE MCKENZIE MANIA EFFECT ON VODAFONE: A
STATISTICAL ODYSSE-Y

Caroline Hughes, Andrew Travis, George P Todd

Advanced Engineering Institute

In this study, we delve into the curious and perplexing relationship between the prevalence of the
first name "Mckenzie" and the stock price of Vodafone Group (VOD). Leveraging data from the US
Social Security Administration and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), we embarked on a quest to unearth
the potential influence of this moniker on stock market dynamics. Our analysis revealed a striking
correlation coefficient of 0.8479279 with a significance level of p < 0.01 for the period spanning from
2002 to 2022. We cautiously navigate through the statistical seas, mindful of the shoals of causation
and correlation. Join us as we unravel the inexplicable ties that bind Mckenzies and Vodafone, in a
journey where the waves of data crash against the shores of financial speculation, and the winds of
statistical significance blow with the force of a thousand hedge funds.

Introduction

The art of naming has long been
intertwined with the human experience,
shaping identities and evoking images of
individuals in the collective
consciousness. In recent vyears, the
evolution of given names has reflected
societal trends, cultural shifts, and
perhaps the occasional bout of whimsy on
the part of parents. One such name that
has garnered attention in this respect is
"Mckenzie." The phenomenon of the
Mckenzie moniker has captured the
imagination of researchers and casual
observers alike. From its origins as a
Scottish  surname to its modern
incarnation as a popular first name,
Mckenzie has woven itself into the fabric
of nomenclature with a tenacity that
demands scholarly inquiry.

In parallel, the world of finance and
investment has long been a domain of
rigorous analysis, where the ebb and flow
of stock prices are scrutinized with a
discerning eye. Vodafone Group, a

stalwart presence in the
telecommunications and technology
sector, has weathered many a storm in
the volatile seas of the stock market. As
researchers don our metaphorical
captain's hats and hoist the sails of
statistical analysis, we find ourselves
drawn to investigate the mysterious link
between the prevalence of the name
"Mckenzie" and the fluctuations in
Vodafone's stock price, denoted by the
ticker symbol VOD.
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This study embarks on a voyage of
discovery, charting the course through a
sea of data, navigating the treacherous
waters of statistical inference, and
endeavoring to wunveil the enigmatic
relationship between nomenclature and
financial performance. Our quest is not
merely to discern correlation, but to
discern causation, if such a link exists, in
a manner that would make even Odysseus
envious. As we embark on this odyssey of
statistical exploration, we remain ever
cognizant of the perils of
overinterpretation, lest we fall victim to
the sirens of spurious correlations.

Join us as we embark on a journey that
traverses the realms of names and
numbers, where the siren call of
statistical significance beckons, and the
winds of data blow with the force of a
thousand market whims. So, batten down
the hatches, secure your data charts, and
let us set sail on the statistical seas, in
pursuit of the elusive Mckenzie Mania
Effect on Vodafone.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The influence of personal names on
various aspects of life has long piqued the
curiosity of researchers across
disciplines. Smith et al. (2010) delved into
the psychological implications of given
names, highlighting the effects of name
stereotyping on interpersonal
perceptions. Meanwhile, Doe and Jones
(2015) investigated the socioeconomic
ramifications of name popularity,
uncovering correlations between naming
trends and career success. However, the
intersection of personal nomenclature and
stock market dynamics has remained a
relatively unexplored territory within
academic circles.

In "The Power of Names" by Johnson
(2018), the author presents a
comprehensive analysis of the
psychological and cultural significance of
names in contemporary society. The book
offers thought-provoking insights into the
ways in which names shape individual

identities and influence societal
perceptions. While the focus of the book
is primarily on social and psychological
aspects, the implications of name power
extend to domains beyond the
interpersonal realm.

Turning to the realm of fiction, "The
Name of the Rose" by Eco (1980) provides
a captivating narrative interwoven with
intricate  symbolism and enigmatic
secrets. Although the book's plot does not
directly relate to the analysis of naming
trends and stock prices, the underlying
theme of hidden meanings and cryptic
connections serves as a metaphorical
backdrop for our quest to decipher the
Mckenzie-Vodafone enigma.

In the realm of animated television, the
adventures of "The Powerpuff Girls," a
group of pint-sized superheroes, bear
subtle parallels to the endeavors of
researchers seeking to untangle the
mysteries of name-popularity correlations.
From navigating the complexities of
crime-fighting to grappling with the day-
to-day challenges of academia, the
Powerpuff Girls encapsulate the spirit of
resilience and determination—qualities
that are certainly pertinent to our own
quest for statistical enlightenment.

On a parallel note, "SpongeBob
SquarePants" offers a lighthearted yet
insightful portrayal of the intricacies of
interpersonal relationships. While the
show's main focus is on the whimsical
escapades of an animated sponge and his
friends under the sea, the underlying
themes of friendship, perseverance, and
the occasional foray into the realm of
oddity bear an unexpected resemblance
to the journey we undertake in our
statistical odyssey.

As we traverse the interdisciplinary
landscape of name popularity, financial
markets, and fictional realms, we are
reminded that scholarly inquiry often
draws inspiration from unexpected
sources, and the pursuit of knowledge
may at times lead us to uncharted and
whimsical territories.
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METHODOLOGY

To conduct this study, we employed a
multifaceted approach that sought to
capture the essence of the Mckenzie
phenomenon and its purported impact on
the stock price of Vodafone Group (VOD).
Our methodology was robust yet flexible,
akin to a ship that must navigate
turbulent waters with both grace and
precision. We sought to gather data from
reliable sources, ensuring that our voyage
into the seas of statistical analysis was
guided by the North Star of
methodological rigor.

Data Collection

Our primary source of data for the
prevalence of the first name "Mckenzie"
was the usS Social Security
Administration. We meticulously gathered
information spanning from 2002 to 2022,
encompassing the ebb and flow of
Mckenzie popularity over this period. This
data was further corroborated and
augmented by supplementary sources,
including but not limited to popular baby
name websites, historical naming trends,
and the occasional informal survey of
individuals bearing the distinctive
appellation "Mckenzie."

In parallel, our quest for Vodafone
Group's stock price data led us to the
shores of LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv).
Here, we scoured the seas of financial
data, meticulously extracting daily stock
prices for Vodafone Group, depicted by
the ticker symbol VOD, spanning the
same temporal domain as our Mckenzie
census.

Data Analysis

With our trove of data securely in hand,
we embarked on the arduous but thrilling
task of data analysis. We harnessed the
power of statistical software, ensuring
that our analytical tools were as sharp as
the prow of a ship cutting through the
waves. We commenced our exploration of
the mysterious relationship between
Mckenzie prevalence and Vodafone stock

prices using rigorous statistical
techniques, including but not limited to
correlation analysis, time series modeling,
and perhaps the occasional séance to
commune with the spirits of financial
wisdom.

Correlation coefficients were computed
with the precision of a skilled navigator
plotting the coordinates of the statistical
seas. We utilized advanced econometric
methodologies to account for potential
confounding variables, ensuring that our
findings were not adrift in a sea of
spurious correlations.

The journey of statistical exploration was
not without its perils, and we voyaged
forth with caution, being mindful of the
inherent limitations and assumptions of
our chosen  statistical techniques.
Nonetheless, armed with our trusty
methodology, steadfast resolve, and a
healthy dose of academic skepticism, we
set sail into the uncharted waters of the
Mckenzie Mania Effect on Vodafone.

It's a bit like searching for buried
treasure, except in this case, the treasure
is a statistically significant correlation,
and instead of a treasure map, we have
graphs and charts. And instead of a
parrot on our shoulder, we have a
statistically inclined research assistant.

Description of Relationship

Lastly, with our findings in hand, we
undertook the task of describing the
relationship between the prevalence of
the name "Mckenzie" and the fluctuations
in Vodafone's stock price. We cautiously
navigated the treacherous waters of
interpretation, steering clear of the sirens
of unwarranted causality, while also
remaining open to the possibility of a
substantive link. Our observations were
detailed with the precision of a mapmaker
charting the contours of a newfound land,
ensuring that every inference was
supported by robust statistical evidence
and not merely the whims of academic
fancy.
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And just like any good explorer, we made
sure to document our methodology in
painstaking detail, so that future
adventurers may follow in our wake and
perhaps shed additional light on this
curious link between nomenclature and
financial performance.

So, with our trusty methodology as our
compass and the winds of statistical
analysis at our backs, we present our
findings in the hope that they may
illuminate the enigmatic ties that bind
Mckenzies and Vodafone, in a statistical
odyssey that would make the most
intrepid of researchers raise an academic
eyebrow.

RESULTS

The statistical analysis unearthed a
remarkable correlation between the
prevalence of the first name "Mckenzie"
and the stock price of Vodafone Group
(VOD) over the period from 2002 to 2022.
The correlation coefficient of 0.8479279
signifies a strong positive relationship
between the two variables. This finding
indicates that as the popularity of the
name "Mckenzie" waxed and waned over
the years, the fluctuations in Vodafone's
stock price mirrored these movements
with a striking degree of consistency.

Moreover, the coefficient of
determination, as denoted by the r-
squared value of 0.7189817, suggests
that approximately 71.89% of the
variability in Vodafone's stock price can
be explained by changes in the
prevalence of the name "Mckenzie." This
statistical nugget underscores the
substantial explanatory power of the
Mckenzie phenomenon in predicting
Vodafone's stock price movements. The
probability value (p) of less than 0.01
further bolsters the robustness of the
observed correlation, indicating a high
level of statistical significance in the
relationship.

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually depicts
the strong positive correlation between

the prevalence of the name "Mckenzie"
and Vodafone's stock price. Each data
point in the plot acts as a beacon, guiding
us through the murky waters of
nomenclature and finance, illuminating
the intriguing convergence of these
seemingly disparate domains.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

It is important to note, however, that
while the findings reveal a compelling
connection between the prevalence of the
name "Mckenzie" and Vodafone's stock
price, they do not imply causation. Rather,
they serve as a testimony to the peculiar
interplay of coincidental trends in societal
naming practices and financial market
dynamics. The confluence of these trends
beckons further inquiry, teasing the
curious intellect with the tantalizing
prospect of unraveling the mysterious
forces at play.

In conclusion, the statistical analysis has
unveiled a captivating correlation
between the prevalence of the first name
"Mckenzie" and Vodafone Group's stock
price, offering a glimpse into the
captivating interplay of nomenclature and
financial trends. This finding raises
intriguing questions about the potential
influence of societal naming patterns on
market dynamics, prompting future
researchers to embark on their own
odysseys through the labyrinthine
passages of correlation and causation.

DISCUSSION
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The intriguing confluence of
nomenclature and finance illuminated by
our findings invites a captivating
discourse on the potential implications of
the Mckenzie phenomenon on Vodafone
Group's stock price dynamics. As we
navigate  through the labyrinthine
passages of correlation and causation, the
robust correlation coefficient of
0.8479279 establishes a compelling
statistical link between the prevalence of
the name "Mckenzie" and Vodafone's
stock price movements, affirming the
insights of prior research in diverse
domains.

Our statistical odyssey anchors itself in
the rich tapestry of scholarly inquiry,
drawing inspiration from unexpected
sources, similar to the uncharted and
whimsical territories trodden by our
esteemed predecessors. The curious
parallels drawn between the ventures of
"The Powerpuff Girls" and our statistical
quest underscore the spirit of resilience
and determination that mirrors our
analytical expedition. Furthermore, the
narrative interwoven with intricate
symbolism in "The Name of the Rose"
symbolically represents our own endeavor
to decipher the cryptic connections
between name popularity and market
dynamics.

In supporting the findings of prior studies
probing the psychological and cultural
significance of names, our results echo
the astute observations of Smith et al.
(2010), revealing the profound influence
of name stereotyping on interpersonal
perceptions in the social sphere. Similarly,
the correlations unveiled by Doe and
Jones (2015) between naming trends and
career success find a counterpart in our
statistical revelation, emphasizing the
pervasive impact of personal
nomenclature on various facets of life,
including financial phenomena.

The substantial explanatory power of the
Mckenzie phenomenon, as evinced by the
coefficient of determination, underscores
the imbricated relationship between the
prevalence of the name "Mckenzie" and

Vodafone's stock price fluctuations. This
finding propels forward our
understanding of the intricate interplay
between societal naming trends and
market dynamics, beckoning further
inquiry into the enigmatic forces at play.

However, it is paramount to tread
cautiously around the shoals of causation,
as our findings do not imply a causal
relationship. Instead, they invite scholarly
introspection into the potential causal
mechanisms that underpin the observed
correlation. The mysteries of
nomenclature and finance fuel our
intellectual curiosity, prompting future
scholars to embark on their own
whimsical odyssey through the evocative
seas of statistical enlightenment.

As we wrestle with the statistical waves
and navigate the winds of significance,
our discovery of the Mckenzie-Mania
Effect serves as a testament to the
enthralling mysteries that underpin the
intersection of names and financial
markets. Indeed, the statistical odyssey
continues, as we unravel the inexplicable
ties that bind Mckenzies and Vodafone,
propelled by the inexorable quest for
knowledge in the whimsical and
uncharted terrain of correlation.

CONCLUSION

In this nautical exploration of numeric
and nominal seas, we have charted a
course that led us to the captivating
correlation between the prevalence of the
name "Mckenzie" and Vodafone Group's
stock price. Despite the statistical anchor
we have weighed, caution must be
exercised in interpreting these findings as
a definitive causative link. We navigate
the tempestuous waters of correlation and
causation, where the siren call of
statistical significance beckons, and the
winds of data blow with the force of a
thousand market whims. The statistical
lighthouse of the correlation coefficient,
at a striking 0.8479279, guides our ship
through uncertain waters, shedding light
on the  mysterious interplay  of
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nomenclature and finance. While the r-
squared value of 0.7189817 offers some
clarity, approximately 71.89% of the
variability in Vodafone's stock price can
be explained by the changes in the
prevalence of the name "Mckenzie". This
revelation sparks not only curiosity but
also serves as a beacon, guiding future
explorers through the labyrinth of
correlation and causation.

However, we must acknowledge that the
allure of correlation does not imply
infallible causation. The tantalizing
prospect of unraveling the mysterious
forces at play in the relationship between
Mckenzie's popularity and Vodafone's
stock price beckons further inquiry. As we
prepare to dock our proverbial research
vessel, we leave the dockworkers of
academia with the conclusion that while
our findings wunveil a captivating
correlation between the prevalence of the
first name "Mckenzie" and Vodafone
Group's stock price, the causal horizon
remains shrouded in mist. Thus, this
odyssey reaches its jovial conclusion, and
we assert with utmost certainty that no
further research is needed in this
hilariously quirky area.
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