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Abstract

In the realm of sports and entertainment, it's often thought that what happens on the ski slopes
stays on the ski slopes, while the fascinating world of marine life at SeaWorld California remains
a world unto itself. However, our research sought to bridge these seemingly disparate domains
and shed light on the unexpected relationship between NCAA men's skiing champion's points and
visitor attendance at  SeaWorld California. By using data from the NCAA and The Economic
Analysis (TEA) park attendance report, we delved into this peculiar correlation, uncovering a
coefficient of 0.9159078 with a level of significance at p < 0.01 for the years spanning from 2007
to 2021. Our findings not only raise eyebrows but also provide a new perspective on the interplay
between athletic achievement and leisure activities. Who would have guessed that the thrill of the
slopes could somehow translate into an uptick in orca admiration? It seems that when it comes to
sports and marine life, the connection runs deeper than anticipated – perhaps even as deep as the
ocean itself! So, the next time you witness a breathtaking slalom run or a heart-stopping ski jump,
remember that  those exhilarating moments might  just  be contributing to the joyous cheers at
SeaWorld – it's a real ski-to-sea experience!

1.  Introduction

Sporting events and amusement parks are  like polar opposites -  one involves intense
physical competition, while the other revolves around carefree leisure and joy. However,
as researchers,  it  is  our duty to explore uncharted territories and uncover  unexpected
connections, even if it means skiing through unchartered snow to find them. Our study
aims to do just that, delving into the puzzling correlation between NCAA Men's Skiing
champion's  points  and  the  number  of  visitors  to  SeaWorld  California.  If  statistical
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analysis were a ski slope, then we are attempting to navigate the black diamond runs of
correlation to unveil the hidden link between these seemingly distinct domains.

As the saying goes, "why did the statistician go to SeaWorld? To visit the whale of p-
values!" Our pursuit of this peculiar relationship began with a simple question: could the
thrilling victories and astonishing feats on the ski slopes have any bearing on the leisure
choices  of  marine  life  enthusiasts  visiting  SeaWorld California?  It  may sound like  a
punchline, but our findings have revealed a surprising coefficient that would make even
the most serious statistician do a double take.

We embarked on this journey armed with data from the NCAA, where athletes braved icy
terrains and reached new heights in competitive skiing, not unlike researchers scaling the
treacherous  terrain  of  correlation  and causation.  The  Economic  Analysis  (TEA)  park
attendance report was our next stop, where we delved into the depths of visitor numbers
to unravel the mysteries of the marine world. Like intrepid explorers, we combed through
the data from 2007 to 2021, charting a course through the sea of numbers, ensuring our
analysis  was  anchored  in  rigorous  statistical  methods,  and  not  just  "reely"  loose
conjecture.

2.  Literature Review

The connection between NCAA Men's Skiing champion's points and visitor attendance at
SeaWorld  California  may  seem like  a  stretch  -  pun  intended  -  but  our  research  has
unearthed  a  surprising  body  of  literature  that  provides  insight  into  this  unexpected
relationship.  In  "Slope  Stats  Quarterly,"  Smith  and  Doe  analyze  the  performance  of
NCAA men's skiing champions and their impact on local tourism, shedding light on the
potential influence of sporting events on leisure activities. Similarly, Jones and Johnson,
in "Cold Pursuits and Hot Spots," delve into the sports tourism phenomenon, examining
the ripple effects of sporting victories on tourist behaviors. These serious scholars set the
stage for our investigation into the intersection of sports achievement and marine park
visitation.

However,  as  we  wade  through  the  scholarly  waters,  it's  important  to  recognize  the
broader  cultural  and  societal  context  that  may  influence  such  correlations.  In  "The
Economics of Fun," economist Emma Moneybags highlights the intricacies of consumer
behavior  in  the  realm  of  leisure  and  entertainment,  providing  a  framework  for
understanding the factors that drive individuals to seek out recreational experiences. On
the fiction front, novels such as "The Skiing Whale Whisperer" and "Orca Olympics: A
Tale  of  Two Worlds"  offer  imaginative  narratives  that,  while  not  rooted  in  empirical
research, capture the essence of the ski-to-sea connection we are exploring.

As we ventured further into the literature, it became apparent that even unconventional
sources can offer valuable insights. While not traditionally considered scholarly, the back
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of  shampoo  bottles  –  yes,  you  read  that  right  –  provide  a  surprising  amount  of
information about marine life and outdoor activities. Who knew that a simple morning
shower could double as data collection for our research? But it's all par for the course in
unraveling the enigmatic relationship between skiing prowess and SeaWorld visits. After
all,  when  it  comes  to  making  waves  in  research,  sometimes  you  have  to  dive  into
unexpected pools of knowledge.

3.  Research Approach

It's time to hit the slopes and dive into the methodological framework that propelled us
toward unraveling the enigmatic connection between NCAA Men's Skiing champion's
points and the number of visitors to SeaWorld California. Our research team adopted a
meticulous approach, combining cunning statistical maneuvers with a touch of whimsical
curiosity in true academic fashion.

Firstly, we harnessed the power of web scraping to gather data from various reputable
sources, diligently sifting through the digital snowdrifts of the internet. We focused our
efforts on extracting detailed information regarding NCAA Men's Skiing championship
points  from official  records,  ensuring  that  our  dataset  sparkled  as  brightly  as  freshly
fallen powder. It was like snowboarding through the cyber wilderness – exhilarating and
occasionally bumpy, but always full of unexpected discoveries. After all, when it comes
to research,  you never  know when you'll  stumble upon a hidden statistical  gem or  a
cheeky pun just waiting to be plucked.

Upon securing the skiing championship data, we ventured into the digital depths once
more, this time setting our sights on the treasure trove of visitor attendance figures at
SeaWorld  California.  Through the  wonders  of  digital  archiving  and data  mining,  we
navigated  the  virtual  waves,  collecting  attendance  data  from 2007  to  2021  with  the
precision of a seasoned marine explorer. It was the research equivalent of surfing the net,
but instead of catching virtual waves, we were riding the tumultuous seas of statistics and
amusement park metrics. A bit, shall we say, "sea-riously" exhilarating.

Once we had corralled these disparate  datasets  like expert  skiers navigating a slalom
course, it was time to wave our statistical wands and conjure the magic of analysis. We
donned our metaphorical lab coats and embarked on a journey through the windswept
landscape  of  correlation  coefficients,  leveraging  the  vaunted  power  of  Pearson's  r  to
measure  the  strength  and  direction  of  the  relationship  between  NCAA Men's  Skiing
champion's  points  and  SeaWorld  California  visitors.  It  was  like  crafting  an  intricate
snowflake – each statistic meticulously carved to reveal the delicate patterns beneath the
surface. And, just like a snowflake, our findings promised to be utterly unique and bound
to melt a few hearts.
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In addition to our statistical forays, we employed a series of robust checks and controls to
ensure  the  integrity  and  reliability  of  our  analysis.  We  leveraged  outlier  detection
methods to  sift  through the data  and separate  the statistical  moguls  from the modest
slopes,  ensuring  that  our  findings  were  built  on  a  foundation  of  solid,  unadulterated
information and not on any "slippery slope" of dubious data. After all, in the world of
research, we prefer our data as pure as the Alpine snow and as reliable as a well-waxed
pair of skis.

With  our  methods  finely  tuned and our  data  in  hand,  we embarked  on a  voyage  of
exploration and discovery, eager to uncover the surprising relationship that lay hidden
between ski slopes and marine marvels. It was a thrilling ride, navigating the peaks and
valleys of data analysis with the spirit of intrepid explorers, pushing the boundaries of
academic inquiry and perhaps picking up a few new ski buddies along the way. As they
say,  "why  did  the  statistician  bring  skis  to  the  amusement  park?  For  the  correlation
coefficient rides, of course!"

Stay tuned for our upcoming adventures in data interpretation and results, where we'll
unveil  the intriguing findings that  emerged from this  unprecedented blend of  athletic
prowess and aquatic admiration. 

4.  Findings

The correlation coefficient between NCAA Men's Skiing champion's points and visitor
attendance at SeaWorld California yielded a surprising value of 0.9159078, indicating a
remarkably strong positive relationship between these two variables. In simpler terms, it's
like discovering that the thrill of speeding down a ski slope is somehow linked to an
increase in dolphin sightings at SeaWorld – a wave of unexpected connectedness that
leaves us "fin"tastically surprised.

The coefficient of determination (r-squared) also proved to be quite robust at 0.8388871,
suggesting  that  a  substantial  83.9% of  the  variation  in  SeaWorld  California's  visitor
attendance can be explained by changes in NCAA Men's Skiing champion's points. This
means  that  every  time  a  skier  scores  big  on  the  slopes,  there's  an  overwhelming
likelihood of a surge in attendance at the marine park. It's as if every triumphant slalom
run sends a wave of excitement rippling through SeaWorld – talk about making a splash
in the statistical pool!

The statistical significance further reinforced the strength of this relationship, with a level
of  significance  at  p  <  0.01.  In  other  words,  the  probability  of  this  extraordinary
association  occurring  by  chance  is  less  than  1  in  100,  making  it  a  highly  unlikely
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statistical fluke. It's safe to say that this surprising interplay between skiing and marine
life is no mere statistical "manta-ray."

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

 The  correlation  between  the  NCAA Men's  Skiing  champion's  points  and  SeaWorld
California's visitor attendance is visually represented in Figure 1. This scatterplot depicts
a clear, upward-trending pattern, mirroring the cohesive bond unearthed by our analysis.
If data visualization were a ski jump, this graph would be soaring through the statistical
slopes, representing a thrilling leap from the expected into the unanticipated realm of
sports and marine attraction.

Who would have thought that the exhilaration of skiing victory and the delight of marine
life  could  be so closely  intertwined? It's  a  statistical  revelation  that  certainly  "makes
waves" in the attitudes toward sports and leisure activities. It turns out that a love for
skiing and a passion for marine life can go hand-in-fin after all - a surprising twist that
leaves us "whale-y" impressed!

5.  Discussion on findings

Our  results  have  indeed  confirmed  and  extended  the  prior  research  that  hinted  at  a
connection  between NCAA Men's  Skiing champion's  points  and visitor  attendance at
SeaWorld California. The robust correlation coefficient of 0.9159078 not only aligns with
the findings by Smith and Doe in "Slope Stats Quarterly" but also surpasses expectations,
much like a skier defying gravity on the slopes. This substantial correlation suggests that
the  thrill  of  skiing  success  may  serve  as  an  unexpected  magnet  for  marine  park
enthusiasts, creating a symbiotic relationship that's the perfect blend of slope prowess and
sea wow-ness.

It seems that our foray into the intersection of athletic achievement and leisure activities
has turned previous assumptions upside-down – much like an expertly executed mogul
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turn. Our research not only supports the notion put forth by Jones and Johnson in "Cold
Pursuits and Hot Spots" but also elevates it to new heights, akin to a ski jumper reaching
the apex of their flight. The statistical "manta-ray" we've uncovered solidifies the idea
that sporting triumphs can send ripples of influence far beyond the competition arena,
shaping the recreational choices of enthusiasts and casual spectators alike.

We can't help but revel in the irony that while the intriguing influence of skiing victories
on tourist behaviors might seem like a slippery slope of a hypothesis, our data has firmly
grounded it in statistical reality, much like a well-gripped ski binding. It's a reminder that
in the world of research, truth can indeed be stranger than fiction - or in this case, even
stranger  than  the  shampoo  bottle  trivia  we  stumbled  upon  in  our  literature  review.
Because when it comes to unraveling the enigmatic relationships in our world, sometimes
the most unexpected sources hold the most surprising nuggets of truth.

The visually captivating upward-trending pattern depicted in Figure 1 not only reinforces
the strength of our findings but also serves as a visual reminder that in the world of
statistical analysis, what may initially seem like a "slippery slope" of a relationship can,
in fact, turn out to be an exhilarating ski jump of statistical significance. It's  a fitting
metaphor for the unexpected connections we've unveiled, where the excitement of one
domain cascades into the delight of another, creating a seamless blend of ski-thrill and
sea-chill.

Our research yields an illuminating revelation - that the enthralling achievements on the
ski  slopes  and  the  captivating  allure  of  marine  life  are  not  disparate  realms  but
interconnected spheres that feed off each other's exhilaration. It's a statistical insight that's
as  awe-inspiring  as  a  stunning  ski  jump  and  as  harmonious  as  a  synchronized  orca
performance. Our findings not only "snowball" the existing literature but also pave the
way for further exploration of the intricate web of connections between sports, leisure,
and unexpected correlations. After all, whether skiing or statistical analysis, it's clear that
incredible connections can be made when we're just willing to "slope" down and take a
closer look!

6.  Conclusion

In conclusion,  our  research has unveiled an astonishingly strong positive relationship
between  NCAA Men's  Skiing  champion's  points  and  visitor  attendance  at  SeaWorld
California,  akin  to  discovering  a  remarkable  bond  between  two  seemingly  unrelated
entities – like finding out dolphins are secretly huge fans of downhill skiing. Our findings
defy conventional wisdom and showcase the unexpected interconnectedness within the
realms of competitive skiing and marine park leisure,  shedding light  on a correlation
that's as striking as a polar bear in a snowstorm.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



The robustness of the correlation coefficient and the coefficient of determination not only
reinforces  the strength of  this  peculiar  connection but  also underscores  the  statistical
significance of our findings. It's as if the statistical gods themselves are saying, "Yes, this
is real – not just some statistical fluke, folks!" It's a statistical slam dunk that leaves us
feeling like we've just hit the slopes and scored a perfect 10 from the judges.

Our scatterplot graph stands as a visual testament to this surprising relationship, painting
a vivid picture of the synchronized rise in both NCAA Men's Skiing champion's points
and SeaWorld California's visitor attendance. It's like watching a beautiful choreography
unfold before our very eyes, except instead of dancers, we have data points gracefully
waltzing across the plot, demonstrating the unexpected harmony between snowy pursuits
and marine marvels.

So,  based  on  our  findings,  it's  safe  to  say  that  the  success  of  NCAA Men's  Skiing
champions creates a ripple effect that resonates all the way to SeaWorld California. It's
like a heartwarming story of triumph on the slopes leading to cheers and applause amidst
the majestic sea creatures – a tale that would undoubtedly make even the most hardened
statistician shed a tear of joy.

In light of these compelling results, we assert that further research in this area is simply
unnecessary. After all, when the statistical slopes bring us such delightful surprises, why
go seeking more correlations? It seems that for now, we've hit the sweet spot – or should
we say the "slope" spot - where skiing champions and marine park enthusiasts intersect,
creating a statistical marvel that's as awe-inspiring as witnessing a killer whale leap into
the air.

No more research needed, folks - we've hit the jackpot in this quirky world of statistical
connections.  It's  time  to  call  it  a  day  and  bask  in  the  glow of  this  unexpected,  yet
marvelous, statistical amusement.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research


