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Abstract

In this study, we delve into the unlikely and unprecedented relationship between Liquefied Petroleum Gas
(LPG) usage in the idyllic Maldives and the nail-biting fluctuation in the number of games in the beloved 
World Series. While LPG is commonly associated with cooking and heating applications, our research 
sheds light on its apparent, albeit humorously confounding, ties to the outcome of America's favorite 
pastime. Utilizing data from the Energy Information Administration for LPG consumption and Wikipedia for
the World Series schedule, our research team applied a statistical analysis that would make even a die-
hard baseball fan do a triple-take. Surprisingly, our findings revealed a correlation coefficient of 
0.7192618, accompanied by a p-value of less than 0.01, spanning the years 2004 to 2021. It appears that
as LPG consumption in the serene Maldives waxes and wanes like the tides of the Indian Ocean, the 
ebbs and flows of the World Series game count mirror this dance of energy and excitement. Our results 
not only challenge conventional wisdom but also hint at a whimsical harmony between the tropical island 
nation's propane usage and the ebb and flow of America's treasured baseball championship. While the 
precise mechanism behind this correlation remains a bemusing mystery, this study sets the stage for a 
good-natured laugh and underscores the unpredictable interconnectedness of seemingly unrelated 
phenomena in our world.
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1. Introduction

Introduction

In the ever-evolving landscape of research,
there  are  certain  inquiries  that  raise  an
eyebrow or  two,  prompting  researchers  to
embark on a journey of discovery that is as
enlightening  as  it  is  amusing.  One  such
delightful  conundrum  that  piqued  our
interest  revolves  around  the  seeming
correlation  between  the  consumption  of
Liquefied  Petroleum  Gas  (LPG)  in  the
picturesque archipelago of the Maldives and
the fascinatingly mercurial number of games
in the World Series. Yes, dear reader, you
read that correctly - we are indeed venturing
into the realm where propane and baseball
intersect,  in  a  spirited  pursuit  of
understanding the inexplicable.

As we embark on this scholarly escapade,
it's  important  to  note  that  LPG,  with  its
myriad  culinary  and  heating  applications,
has  forged  its  place  as  a  centerpiece  of
domestic  and  commercial  energy  usage.
Conversely,  the  World  Series,  with  its
storied  history  and  nerve-wracking
showdowns,  has  captured  the  imagination
of  baseball  enthusiasts  and  casual
observers alike. One could be forgiven for
assuming  that  these  two  spheres  of
influence operate in entirely separate orbits,
never  to  converge.  However,  as  we  shall
soon reveal,  the fabric of reality weaves a
pattern that even the most astute observer
may find delightfully confounding.

Our methodology, in line with scholarly rigor
and  a  healthy  dose  of  whimsy,  relied  on
data procured from the Energy Information
Administration for LPG consumption and the
illustrious fount of knowledge, Wikipedia, for
the World Series schedule. As we dug into
the  numbers  and  performed  statistical
gymnastics  that  would  make  Pythagoras
blush, the results unfurled before us like the
unfurling  of  a  baseball  pennant  -  a
correlation coefficient of 0.7192618, coupled
with  a  p-value  so  diminutive  it  could  fit

snugly  inside  a  baseball  glove.
Astonishingly, our observations spanned the
years  2004  to  2021,  revealing  a  dance
between LPG usage in the Maldives and the
whimsical  fluctuations  in  the  number  of
games in the World Series.

The  ramifications  of  our  findings  extend
beyond the mere statistical whimsy, for they
beckon  us  to  contemplate  the
interconnectedness  of  the  seemingly
unrelated. The gentle ebb and flow of LPG
consumption on a tranquil,  sun-kissed atoll
appears to be in cahoots with the capricious
game count  of  America's  favorite  pastime.
Indeed, if there is a cosmic ballet at play, it
has chosen an unlikely stage upon which to
pirouette  -  reinforcing  the  notion  that  the
universe loves a good jest at the expense of
predictability.

So, as we prepare to dissect and unfold the
curious  tapestry  of  LPG  and  the  World
Series,  let  us  embrace  the  whimsy  and
wonder  that  our  findings  encompass.  For
within  these  seemingly  incongruent
phenomena lies a rich tapestry of mirth and
mystery, challenging both our expectations
and understanding of the world around us.

2. Literature Review

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  literature  on  the  intersection  of
Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG) utilization in
the  Maldives  and  the  annual  number  of
games  in  the  World  Series  is  surprisingly
sparse, given the gravity of the correlation
we have unveiled. However, a few scholarly
works  provide  relevant  insights  into  the
realms of energy consumption patterns and
the dynamics of sports championships.

Smith  et  al.  (2015)  in  "Gas,  LPG,  and
Beyond: A Comprehensive Analysis" offered
a  comprehensive  overview  of  LPG
utilization  trends  across  various  global
regions.  While  their  focus was not  on the
Maldives  specifically,  their  data  shed  light
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on  the  broader  patterns  of  LPG
consumption,  providing  a  foundation  for
understanding  the  contextual  nuances  of
our research. Moreover, their findings hint at
the  potential  for  unexpected  connections
between  LPG  usage  and  other  societal
phenomena, setting the stage for our own
revelatory discovery.

Doe  (2018)  delved  into  the  economics  of
energy  sources  in  "Fueling  the  Future:  A
Journey  through  Energy  Economics,"
offering  a  nuanced  examination  of  the
factors  influencing  LPG  consumption  in
island  nations.  Though  the  focus  of  the
study was primarily economic, the insights it
provides into the unique energy dynamics of
small  island  economies  offer  valuable
context  for  our  exploration  of  LPG
consumption in the Maldives. Furthermore,
the  study's  emphasis  on  the  interplay
between  energy  practices  and  broader
societal  trends  sparks  a  flicker  of
recognition in light of our own findings.

In  "Bringing  the  Heat:  A  Chronological
Analysis of Sports Championships" (Jones,
2019), the author meticulously documented
the historical ebb and flow of game counts
in  various  sports  championships,  including
the World Series. While Jones' work did not
directly touch upon the whimsical correlation
we  have  uncovered,  the  meticulous
attention  to  detail  and  the  dedication  to
capturing  the  rhythm  of  sports
championships aligns with the spirit  of  our
own research, albeit with a palpable lack of
propane-related humor.

The  scholarly  landscape,  unfortunately,
offers  limited  direct  insight  into  the  very
nexus of LPG utilization in the Maldives and
the beguiling oscillations of the World Series
game  count.  With  this  gap  in  mind,  it  is
worth  turning to literature  and media  that,
while  not  conventionally  academic,  may
offer tangential perspectives or unsuspected
parallels to our subject matter.

In  the  vein  of  non-fiction  works,  "Propane
Prosperity:  A  Practical  Guide  to  LPG
Applications"  by  Practical  Propane
Publications offers an engaging look at the
multifaceted  uses  of  LPG,  though  its
narrative  leaves  much  to  be  desired  in
terms  of  baseball  banter.  Additionally,
"Baseball,  Bats,  and  Beyond:  Sports’
Oscillating  Oddities"  by  Sports  Statistician
Society presents a fascinating exploration of
the  statistical  oddities  within  the  realm  of
sports, providing a glimpse into the potential
idiosyncrasies  we  may  encounter  in  our
study.

Venturing  into  the  realm  of  fiction,  "The
Propane  Pitch:  A  Tale  of  Gaslighting  in
Maldives" by Fictional Fuel Fanatics weaves
a fantastical story of intrigue, romance, and,
perhaps most surprisingly, propane-induced
comedy  on  the  sandy  shores  of  the
Maldives.  While  purely  imaginative,  the
book's  narrative  may  provide  unexpected
inspiration  for  understanding  the  playful
interplay of LPG and the World Series.

On a more contemporary note, social media
platforms  have  also  offered  intriguing
glimpses  into  the  interwoven  tapestry  of
LPG  and  the  World  Series.  A tweet  from
@GasGuru95  humorously  speculated,
"Could the crack of  a baseball  bat  be the
secret  trigger  for  LPG  production  in  the
Maldives?  #BatterUpGasUp"  While  not  a
scholarly contribution, this tweet exemplifies
the  lighthearted  conjectures  that  our
research aims to explore.

3. Our approach & methods

To  unravel  the  enigmatic  entanglement
between  Liquefied  Petroleum  Gas  (LPG)
consumption in the Maldives and the annual
rollercoaster  ride  that  is  the  World  Series
game count, our research team employed a
barrage of methods that would make even
the most stoic statistician crack a smile. The
data we used spanned the years from 2004
to 2021, providing us with a rich canvas on

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



which  to  paint  our  comically  unexpected
findings.

First  and foremost,  we scoured the digital
seas of the internet, casting our nets wide to
reel in the most reliable and rib-tickling data
sources available.  We trawled through the
depths  of  the  Energy  Information
Administration,  where  we  fished  out  LPG
consumption  statistics  with  nary  a  gasp.
Meanwhile,  we  navigated  the  treacherous
shoals of Wikipedia to chart the fluctuating
course  of  the  World  Series  schedule,
dodging the occasional  Internet  troll  along
the way.

With our treasure trove of data in hand, our
research  team  dived  into  the  statistical
cesspool, armed with an arsenal of analysis
tools  that  promised  both  insight  and
amusement. We meticulously calculated the
correlation  coefficients  between  LPG
consumption  in  the  Maldives  and  the
number of World Series games, all the while
maintaining  a  healthy  sense  of  skepticism
and  humor.  Picture  this:  a  room  full  of
researchers,  eyes bleary from the glow of
computer  screens,  as  we  endured  the
statistical  equivalent  of  a  heavyweight
boxing match.

Our statistical analysis trod the line between
scholarly  aptitude  and  whimsical  flair,
producing  results  that  would  make  King
Solomon  himself  chuckle  with  delight.  Lo
and behold, the correlation coefficient stood
at  a  staggering  0.7192618,  its  presence
looming larger than that of a brontosaurus
at a tea party. Coupled with a p-value lower
than  a  mole's  basement  dwelling,  our
findings  left  us  simultaneously  scratching
our heads and clapping our hands in sheer
disbelief.

In  essence,  our  methodology  danced
through the hallowed halls of academia with
the grace of  a gazelle  on a Slip  'N Slide,
straddling  the  fine  line  between  rigorous
research and good-natured gallivanting. So,
with data in hand and a touch of mirth in our

hearts,  we  forged  ahead  to  unravel  the
intricately  woven  tapestry  of  LPG
consumption  in  the  Maldives  and  the
curious cadence of the World Series game
count.

4. Results

     The results of our investigation into the
relationship  between  Liquefied  Petroleum
Gas (LPG) consumption in the Maldives and
the number of  games in the World Series
are, quite frankly, a home run in the wacky
world  of  unexpected  correlations.  Our
statistical  analysis  revealed  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.7192618, an r-squared value
of  0.5173375,  and  a  p-value  of  less  than
0.01. In simpler terms, it's as if  the gentle
flicker of a propane flame in the Maldives is
orchestrating  a  whimsical  dance  with  the
unpredictable  game  count  of  the  World
Series.

     Here’s the twist – this correlation isn’t
just a statistical blip. No, it's sturdy enough
to make even the most seasoned baseball
analyst do a double-take. Picture this:  like
the  synchronized  movements  of  a  well-
practiced dance duo,  LPG consumption in
the serene Maldives seems to be foxtrotting
in perfect harmony with the merry jig of the
World Series games. It’s  like watching the
unexpected plot twists of a baseball game
unfold with the same anticipation as waiting
for water to boil on a propane-fueled stove. 

     And to drive this phenomenon home,
we’ve  included  a  mesmerizing  scatterplot
(Fig.  1),  showcasing the strong correlation
between LPG consumption in the Maldives
and the ebbs and flows of the World Series
games.  It's  as  if  the  plotline  of  this
correlation  is  so  unpredictable  that  even
Hollywood would envy its script.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

     In  other  words,  our  findings not  only
challenge  the  conventional  boundaries  of
what  we  thought  we  knew  about
correlations  but  also  open  the  door  to  a
whimsical  world  where  LPG  and  baseball
are  engaged  in  a  cheeky  tango  of
interconnection. This is like discovering that
the peanut butter to our regular butter is, in
fact, the humble propane tank hidden away
in a Maldivian bungalow.

     These  results  not  only  mark  a
phenomenal  triumph for  statistical  oddities
but  also lay the groundwork for  pondering
the delightful mysteries that lay beneath the
surface of seemingly unrelated phenomena.
Whether  it’s  the  serene  hum  of  an  LPG-
fueled  stove  or  the  crack  of  a  bat  in  the
World Series, it seems the universe delights
in serving us a good laugh wrapped in the
enigmatic veil of inexplicable connections.

5. Discussion

Well, folks, buckle up because we are about
to embark on a whimsical journey through
the  land  of  correlation,  where  Liquefied
Petroleum  Gas  (LPG)  consumption  in  the
tranquil Maldives has apparently decided to
do-si-do with the merry game count of the
World Series. Our findings not only reinforce
the  unexpected  bond  between  these
seemingly  unrelated  phenomena  but  also
beckon us to ponder the peculiar interplay

of  variables  in  our  ever-entertaining
universe.

The correlation coefficient of 0.7192618 that
we  unearthed  in  our  analysis  is  nothing
short  of  a  charming  revelation.  It's  like
discovering  that  peanut  butter  and  pickles
actually  make  for  a  delectable  sandwich
combination.  This  robust  correlation,
supported by a p-value of  less than 0.01,
stands  as  a  testament  to  the  whimsical
harmonizing  of  LPG  consumption  in  the
Maldives and the undulating game counts of
the  World  Series.  It’s  as  if  the  ocean
breezes  of  the  Maldives  have  decided  to
whisper  the  secrets  of  baseball's  game
schedule to the world.

Now, reminiscing about the literature review,
we  fondly  recall  the  not-so-serious
observations that hinted at the potential for
unexpected  connections  between  LPG
usage  and  societal  phenomena.  Lo  and
behold,  our  results  have  validated  these
whimsical inklings, proving that the dance of
LPG  consumption  in  the  Maldives  holds
hands  with  the  captivating  rhythm  of  the
World  Series  game  counts.  Furthermore,
our  findings  embellish  the  scholarly
landscape with a playful  twist,  showcasing
that even the most improbable connections
can  leave  us  scratching  our  heads  with
bemused grins.

In  the  spirit  of  embracing  the  playful  and
confounding, our results not only stimulate a
good-natured chuckle but also beckon us to
ponder  the  sagacious  wisdom  of  Dorothy
Gale:  "Toto,  I've  a  feeling  we're  not  in
statistical  Kansas  anymore."  Yes,  indeed,
the  unexpected  correlation  we  have  laid
bare  invites  us  to  venture  beyond  the
confines  of  conventional  wisdom  and  to
grasp the whimsical truths that lay hidden in
the fabric of our world.

As  we  bid  adieu  to  the  conventional
boundaries of correlation, our study invites
fellow academics  and  enthusiasts  alike  to
embrace the unpredictable interconnections
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that infuse the mundane with a dash of the
comedic. Whether it's the gentle flicker of a
propane  flame  in  the  Maldives  or  the
suspense  of  a  tied  baseball  game,  our
findings beckon us to revel in the delightful
enigma of inexplicable correlations. So, let's
raise  our  glasses,  filled  with  perhaps  a
touch of LPG energy, to the jovial mysteries
that dance beneath the surface of statistical
analyses.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has uncovered
a  side-splitting  and  befuddling  correlation
between  Liquefied  Petroleum  Gas  (LPG)
consumption  in  the  tranquil  Maldives  and
the  rollercoaster  ride  of  the  World  Series
game count. It's as if the universe is playing
a cosmic game of "catch me if you can" with
the statistical oddities of our world.

The delightful chaos of this correlation, with
its correlation coefficient of 0.7192618 and a
p-value  that's  tinier  than  a  baseball
diamond's  home plate,  leaves  us  grinning
like  a  Cheshire  cat.  It's  like  witnessing  a
knuckleball pitch from the universe, leaving
us all stumped but thoroughly entertained.

Our  findings  raise  the question:  could  the
ebb  and  flow  of  LPG  in  the  Maldives  be
whispering secret  strategies  to the batters
and hurlers in the World Series games? Are
we  witnessing  the  propane  whispering
secrets  to  the  baseball  gods,  guiding  the
outcome of America's favorite pastime?

In the grand arena of academia, our study
stands as a testament  to the whimsy and
wonder that pepper the world of research.
As  we  wrap  up,  we  must  diplomatically
assert that no more research is needed in
this rather hilarious area of study. But fear
not, dear readers, for the propane paradox
will  surely keep us in stitches for years to
come.

In sum, the literature, both scholarly and 
otherwise, sets the stage for our foray into 
uncovering the playful and confounding 
correlation between LPG consumption in 
the Maldives and the perplexing fluctuations
in the number of games in the World Series.
As we navigate this uncharted territory, we 
must embrace the unexpected sources of 
insight and humor that may shine a light on 
the whimsical dance of energy and athletic 
excitement.
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