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DAYS OF OUR CRIMES: A BURGLARY OF
INTEREST IN SOUTH DAKOTA
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This paper investigates the peculiar relationship between the frequency of burglaries in South 
Dakota and the viewership count for the soap opera "Days of Our Lives." Despite their seemingly 
unrelated nature, our findings reveal a surprising correlation between these two variables. Utilizing 
data from the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services and Wikipedia, our analysis covers the 
period from 1985 to 2021. The correlation coefficient of 0.9183756 and p < 0.01 suggest a strong 
association between these seemingly distinct phenomena. We delve into possible explanations for 
this unexpected connection, exploring the potential impact of daytime television drama on criminal 
behavior. Our research sparks both interest and intrigue, offering a unique lens through which to 
view the dynamics of popular culture and crime in a seemingly unassuming state.

The  correlation  between  seemingly
unrelated  phenomena  has  long  been  a
source of intrigue for researchers across
various  disciplines.  In  the  realm  of
criminology  and  cultural  studies,
unexpected  connections  have  been  the
subject  of  countless  investigations.  We,
too,  were drawn to explore the peculiar
relationship  between  the  frequency  of
burglaries  in  South  Dakota  and  the
viewership  count  for  the  long-running
soap opera "Days of Our Lives."

While  it  may seem as though these two
variables belong to different worlds—one
rooted in criminal behavior and the other
in daytime television drama—our analysis
has unveiled a surprising correlation. The
aim of  this  research is  to  shed light  on
this  unexpected  connection  and to  offer
potential  explanations  for  the  observed
phenomena. As we unveil the findings of
our  investigation,  we  invite  readers  to
bear  with  us  through  this  rather
unconventional journey into the world of
crime, drama, and correlation analysis.

The  conventional  wisdom  of  academia
might point to a skepticism towards such
an unlikely connection, citing the need for
rigorous  analysis,  robust  methodology,
and  a  commitment  to  uncovering  the
truth.  However,  in  the  spirit  of  true
scholarly  investigation,  we  have
embarked on this  journey  with  an  open
mind,  prepared  to  embrace  the
unexpected  and  challenge  preconceived
notions.

As we embark on this scientific escapade,
we implore readers to open their minds to
the  possibility  of  unconventional
correlations and the nuanced interplay of
seemingly disparate societal factors. Our
findings have the potential to offer a fresh
perspective  on  the  dynamics  of  popular
culture  and  its  influence  on  criminal
behavior within the state of South Dakota.
So,  grab  your  notebook  and  magnifying
glass, because we are about to unravel a
mystery  that  could  rival  those  found  in
the  most  engrossing  of  soap  opera
storylines,  complete  with  unexpected
twists and turns.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

In  their  seminal  work,  Smith  and  Doe
(2005)  conducted  a  comprehensive
analysis  of  factors  contributing  to
burglaries  in  rural  Midwestern  states.
They  identified  demographic,  economic,
and environmental variables as significant
predictors  of  burglary  rates.  Similarly,
Jones et al. (2010) examined the impact of
television viewership on societal behavior,
focusing on the influence of daytime soap
operas. The authors found that viewership
of  daytime  dramas  was  associated  with
heightened  emotional  responses  and
social interactions among viewers.

As we venture further into the literature,
it is essential to acknowledge the broader
context in which our research sits. Works
such  as  "Crime  and  Punishment"  by
Fyodor  Dostoevsky  and  "The  Great
Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald have long
captured  the  complexities  of  human
behavior  and  societal  influences.  While
these literary works may not offer direct
insights  into  our  specific  investigation,
they do provide a backdrop against which
we  can  contemplate  the  intertwining  of
human  desires,  societal  constructs,  and
unexpected plot twists.

Turning now to popular fiction, the likes
of  Agatha  Christie's  "The  Mysterious
Affair at Styles" and Arthur Conan Doyle's
"The  Adventure  of  the  Empty  House"
invite readers to delve into the world of
mysteries,  deception,  and,  of  course,
unexpected correlations.  Perhaps,  in  the
case of our investigation, we are about to
uncover  a  not-so-elementary  connection
between  burglaries  and  soap  opera
viewership.

In the realm of cinematic entertainment,
film  enthusiasts  may  find  themselves
wondering whether movies like "Ocean's
Eleven" and "The Italian Job" provide any
parallels  to  the  peculiar  correlation  we
are  scrutinizing.  While  these  films  may
not  directly  relate  to  the  television
viewership of "Days of Our Lives," they do
offer a glimpse into the intriguing world

of  heists,  capers,  and  the  allure  of
unexpected  capers,  much  like  the
correlation we seek to unravel.

As  we  navigate  through  these  varied
literary  and  cinematic  references,  it
becomes evident that the intersection of
criminal behavior and cultural influences
is  far  from  a  straightforward  matter.
Nonetheless, the whimsical nature of our
investigation  invites  a  lighthearted
exploration  of  potential  parallels,
surprising  connections,  and,  quite
possibly, some unforeseen plot twists.

METHODOLOGY

For our investigation into  the surprising
correlation  between  burglaries  in  South
Dakota  and  the  viewership  count  for
"Days  of  Our  Lives,"  our  research team
employed  a  multi-faceted  and  robust
methodology. The data collection process
involved  sourcing  information  from
diverse sources, including but not limited
to  the  FBI  Criminal  Justice  Information
Services  and  the  often-overlooked  but
surprisingly  informative  trove  of
knowledge that is Wikipedia. 

To  begin,  we  meticulously  combed
through FBI crime statistics spanning the
years 1985 to 2021. This entailed sifting
through a plethora of data points, teasing
out the occurrences of burglaries specific
to  South  Dakota.  Concurrently,  we
ventured  into  the  digital  realm  of
Wikipedia, capitalizing on its portrayal of
television  viewership  statistics  for  the
noted  soap  opera  "Days  of  Our  Lives"
across the same time frame. 

The ensuing challenge was to harmonize
these  data  sets,  a  task  akin  to
orchestrating  a  cacophony  of  unrelated
events  into  a  harmonious  symphony  of
statistical  understanding.  Once  these
seemingly  disparate  data  points  were
aligned in a coherent fashion, we applied
the time-honored techniques of statistical
analysis  to  uncover  any  underlying
patterns or correlations.
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Our  team  employed  the  Pearson
correlation  coefficient  to  quantify  the
degree  of  association  between  the
frequency of  burglaries in South Dakota
and the viewership count for "Days of Our
Lives."  The  calculated  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9183756  and  a
significance level of p < 0.01 served as a
beacon,  illuminating  the  unexpectedly
strong  link  between  these  seemingly
unrelated variables.

In tandem with the quantitative analysis,
we  undertook  qualitative  inquiries  to
explore  plausible  explanations  for  this
connection.  This  involved  engaging  in
discourse with individuals representing a
spectrum  of  expertise,  from
criminologists to soap opera aficionados,
the very kind of diversity that could rival
the  eclectic  cast  of  characters  in  an
enthralling  soap  opera  storyline.  This
eclectic  mix  of  perspectives  provided  a
robust foundation for understanding and
contextualizing the findings arising from
the quantitative analysis.

In  summary,  our  research  methodology
encompassed  the  comprehensive
collection and harmonization of data from
disparate  sources,  sophisticated
statistical  analysis,  and  qualitative
exploration, punctuated by the occasional
application of wit and levity. Through this
methodological  confluence,  we
endeavored  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
correlation  between  burglaries  in  South
Dakota  and  the  viewership  count  for
"Days of Our Lives" and to stimulate new
avenues of reflection and discourse within
the academic community.

Please  let  me know if  there is  anything
else with which I can assist you.

RESULTS

The  statistical  analysis  of  the  data
revealed  a  striking  correlation  between
the  frequency  of  burglaries  in  South
Dakota and the viewership count for the
beloved soap opera "Days of Our Lives."
With  a  correlation  coefficient  of

0.9183756  and  an  r-squared  value  of
0.8434137, the strength of the association
was  both  remarkable  and,  dare  I  say,
soap-worthy. The p-value of less than 0.01
further  affirmed  the  significance  of  this
unexpected relationship, leaving even the
most  skeptical  of  researchers raising an
eyebrow in curiosity.

Figure  1  depicts  the  scatterplot
illustrating  the  robust  correlation
between  these  seemingly  incongruent
variables.  The data points form a nearly
perfect diagonal line, reflecting the eerily
synchronized  pattern  of  burglaries  and
soap  opera  viewership.  It's  almost  as  if
the  characters  in  "Days  of  Our  Lives"
were  masterminding  the  thefts
themselves, weaving a narrative of crime
and drama that transcends the television
screen and infiltrates the real world.

As much as we would all love to attribute
this peculiar correlation to a clandestine
plot  by  soap  opera  aficionados,  it  is
essential  to  tread  cautiously  in  drawing
definitive  conclusions.  However,  the
strength of our findings cannot be denied,
and  it  prompts  us  to  consider  the
potential  mechanisms  underlying  this
unforeseen link. Could it be the suspense
and intrigue of the soap opera that lures
potential burglars indoors,  captivated by
the unfolding drama and forgetting their
criminal  intentions?  Or  perhaps  the
cultural  phenomenon  of  soap  opera
viewing  is  an  unconscious  outlet  for
individuals  prone  to  criminal  behavior,
serving  as  a  temporary  reprieve  from
their illicit inclinations.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our  results  beg  the  question:  are  the
captivating  storylines  of  "Days  of  Our
Lives"  more  than  just  entertainment,
permeating  into  the  fabric  of  societal
norms and influencing behaviors in ways
we have never anticipated? We are left to
contemplate  the  implications  of  these
findings and the broader implications for
understanding  the  intricate  interplay
between  popular  culture  and  criminal
activity. Although our investigation yields
no  definitive  answers,  it  serves  as  a
thought-provoking  entry  point  into  a
sphere of inquiry that defies conventional
boundaries, much like the soap opera that
sparked our curiosity.

DISCUSSION

The  unexpected  correlation  between
burglaries  in  South  Dakota  and  the
viewership count for "Days of Our Lives"
has  prompted a  lively  discussion  among
researchers  and  soap  opera  enthusiasts
alike.  Our  findings  not  only  support  the
existing  literature  on  the  influence  of
popular culture on societal  behavior but
also  highlight  the  need  for  further
exploration into the nuanced connections
between seemingly unrelated phenomena.

As we reflect on the literature review, it is
intriguing  to  note how our  results  align
with  prior  research  on  the  impact  of
television viewership on societal behavior.
Jones  et  al.  (2010)  emphasized  the
heightened  emotional  responses  and
social  interactions  among  viewers  of
daytime  soap  operas,  providing  a
theoretical framework through which we
can  understand  the  unexpected
correlation  observed  in  our  study.  The
strong positive correlation coefficient and
the significant p-value strongly supported
the notion that there is more than meets
the  eye  in  the  relationship  between
burglaries  and  soap  opera  viewership.
Much like the unexpected plot twists in a
daytime drama, our results have added a
new layer of complexity to the interaction

between  popular  culture  and  criminal
activity.

Furthermore,  our  investigation  has
uncovered potential parallels with classic
literary works and cinematic references.
While  the  whimsical  nature  of  these
references may initially seem out of place
in a discussion of empirical research, the
unexpected  correlation  we  have
uncovered invites a playful examination of
the intricate web of influences that shape
human behavior. The whimsical nature of
our  investigation  has  indeed  led  to  an
interesting  plot  twist  in  the  realm  of
empirical  research,  demonstrating  that
the real world can be just  as surprising
and  multifaceted  as  the  fictional
narratives we enjoy.

The robustness of our findings prompts us
to  contemplate  the  underlying
mechanisms that may drive the observed
correlation.  Like  a  gripping  soap  opera
plot,  we  are  left  to  ponder  whether
individuals are subconsciously influenced
by the captivating storylines of "Days of
Our Lives," leading them to either engage
in criminal behaviors or seek solace from
them through the  narrative  drama.  This
unexpected  association  challenges
traditional  notions of  causality  and calls
for a more nuanced understanding of the
interplay  between  popular  culture  and
criminal activity.

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  has
unveiled  a  compelling  correlation
between burglaries in South Dakota and
the  viewership  count  for  "Days  of  Our
Lives,"  shedding  light  on  the  intricate
interplay  between  daytime  television
drama  and  criminal  behavior.  While  the
unexpected  nature  of  our  findings  may
rival  the  most  elaborate  soap  opera
plotlines,  they  provide  a  thought-
provoking  entry  point  into  a  sphere  of
inquiry  that  defies  conventional
boundaries.  The  parallels  with  the
literature review and the surprising twists
emerging  from  our  empirical  analysis
demonstrate  the  value  of  approaching
research  with  a  lighthearted  curiosity,
even in the most unexpected of contexts.
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CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  into  the
surprising correlation between burglaries
in South Dakota and the viewership count
for "Days of Our Lives" has uncovered an
unexpected  intertwining  of  crime  and
daytime drama. The statistical strength of
the  association,  with  a  correlation
coefficient that would make even the most
melodramatic soap opera character blush,
suggests  a  connection  that  demands
further contemplation.

Our  findings  not  only  challenge
conventional wisdom but also provoke an
amusement  akin  to  witnessing  a  soap
opera  plot  twist.  While  we  refrain  from
drawing definitive conclusions, the allure
of delving into the potential mechanisms
underlying  this  unforeseen  link  is
undeniable. It's as though the soap opera
itself has crafted a storyline that extends
beyond the screen, weaving its narrative
threads  into  the  fabric  of  real-world
criminal behavior. However, caution must
be exercised in leaping to conclusions as
we  navigate  this  curious  confluence  of
crime and daytime television.

The  implications  of  our  research  raise
more  questions  than they  answer,  much
like  the  suspenseful  cliffhangers  that
drive  the  viewership  of  "Days  of  Our
Lives." As we bid adieu to this eccentric
exploration,  we  postulate  that  further
inquiries  into  the  influence  of  popular
culture  on  criminal  behavior  may  prove
just as riveting as a soap opera marathon.
However, our scholarly sleuthing has, for
now, provided a captivating glimpse into
the enigmatic dynamics of entertainment
and illicit activities. Therefore, we assert
that no more research is needed in this
area, as the saga of "Days of Our Crimes"
has reached its surprising climax.
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