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Abstract

In this study, we investigated the rather curious connection between the use of genetically modified 
organisms (GMOs) in cotton cultivation in Tennessee and the prevalence of Google searches for 'how to 
hide a body'. Utilizing data from the USDA and Google Trends, we embarked on a statistical adventure to 
unravel this perplexing correlation. Our findings revealed a correlation coefficient of 0.5554573 and a p-
value less than 0.05 for the period spanning 2005 to 2022. While the results may seem as bizarre as 
searching for cotton in a haystack, the implications are nothing short of amusing and thought-provoking. 
Join us as we unveil the peculiar link between biotechnology and internet queries about clandestine 
activities, bringing a whole new meaning to ethical concerns and harvesting information.
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1. Introduction

INTRODUCTION

Genetically  modified  organisms  (GMOs)
have  been  the  subject  of  widespread
debate,  speculation,  and  skepticism,  often
leaving  many  to  wonder  if  they  are  a
blessing or a curse, a boon or a bane. The
use  of  GMOs  in  agriculture  has  led  to
fervent  discussions  about  their  potential

impact  on the environment,  human health,
and, apparently,  even criminal activities. In
this study, we aim to shed light on a rather
unexpected and quirky association between
the cultivation of GMO cotton in Tennessee
and the frequency of  Google searches for
'how  to  hide  a  body'.  Yes,  you  read  that
correctly. We are delving into the intriguing
intersection  of  biotechnology  and  internet
queries about clandestine activities.
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Imagine  stumbling  upon  a  unique
correlation  between  the  growth  of  GMO
cotton  and  the  curiosity  about  the  best
methods  to  conceal  a  body.  It's  akin  to
finding  a  needle  in  a  biotechnological
haystack, but once we uncovered this link,
we knew there was no turning back.

As we embark on this unusual expedition,
we  invite  you  to  put  on  your  academic
detective hats and join us in unraveling this
peculiar  association.  We  assure  you  that
while the topic may seem more lighthearted
than  your  typical  research  endeavor,  the
implications  are  no  laughing  matter.  So,
grab a cup of coffee (or tea, if you're feeling
fancy)  and  let's  explore  the  unexpected
synergy  between  agricultural  science  and
macabre internet inquiries.

The correlation coefficient of 0.5554573 and
a p-value less than 0.05 for the period from
2005 to 2022 will have you on the edge of
your  seat,  or  at  the  very least,  scratching
your head in bewilderment. But fear not, for
we are here to guide you through this maze
of  statistical  intrigue  and  criminological
curiosities. 

As we dive deeper into the whimsical world
of GMOs and Google searches, we hope to
provide valuable insights that transcend the
boundaries  of  conventional  agricultural
research. After all, who would have thought
that  biotechnology  and  true  crime
aficionados  could  find  common  ground  in
the digital sphere?

So,  without  further  ado,  let  us embark on
this  righteous  quest  to  unravel  the
outlandish  association  between  cotton
math,  GMOs,  and  Google  queries  about
body concealment, and perhaps uncover a
few surprises along the way. Stick with us
as  we  traverse  through  the  fields  of
statistical  significance  and  internet
peculiarity,  and  remember  to  keep  your
sense of  humor handy –  you never  know
when a statistical  anomaly might induce a
chuckle.

2. Literature Review

The  study  of  the  correlation  between
genetically  modified  organisms  (GMOs)  in
cotton cultivation and Google searches for
'how to hide a body' in Tennessee is a tale
as  fascinating  as  it  is  unexpected.  One
might  expect  scholarly  explorations  of
GMOs to focus on agricultural productivity,
environmental impact, or even public health,
but  the  peculiar  human  curiosity  about
clandestine activities adds a layer of intrigue
that  could  make even the most  seasoned
researcher raise an eyebrow.

Smith et al. (2010) initially set the stage for
unusual  connections  between  agricultural
practices and the human psyche. Their work
shed light on the potential societal impact of
biotechnological advancements but did not
foresee  the  peculiar  fascination  with  the
mysterious art of body concealment. While
Doe  and  Jones  (2015)  delved  into  the
broader implications of GMOs in agriculture,
little did they know that their research could
have led  to  an unforeseen crossover  with
inquiries about  covert  activities.  It's almost
like opening a can of worms and finding a
treasure map inside – unexpected, puzzling,
and a bit perplexing.

The book "The Hidden Harvest: Genetically
Modified Crops and Secret Societies" by A.
Gardener  (2017)  presents  a  fictional
exploration  of  clandestine  activities
intersecting  with  biotechnology.  While
fictional,  this  book  captivates  the
imagination  with  the  possibility  of  a  world
where GMOs and criminal inquiries collide.
It  is a reminder that reality can indeed be
stranger  than  fiction,  especially  when  it
comes  to  the  unexpected  connections  we
stumble  upon  in  the  course  of  scientific
inquiry.

As we navigate this uncharted territory, it is
essential  to  consider  the  unexpected
sources  of  inspiration  that  might  have
influenced  the  peculiar  intersection  of
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GMOs  and  covert  queries.  Perhaps  the
board game "Clue" and its enigmatic search
for a perpetrator and a location could have
sparked an interest in concealment, albeit in
a  less  dire  context.  Similarly,  the  game
"Carcassonne"  with  its  intricate  farming
strategies  could  have  subconsciously
ignited  a  curiosity  about  the  nuances  of
agricultural  practices,  including  the  use  of
GMOs in cotton cultivation.

At this juncture, it is essential to maintain a
sense of humor and an open mind as we
embark  on  this  unconventional  journey  of
discovery.  The next  section  will  delve  into
the statistical analysis of this correlation, but
let's not forget to appreciate the unexpected
comedic  relief  in  the labyrinth of  scholarly
exploration.  After  all,  who  thought  that
biotechnology  and  the  art  of  hidden
agendas could find themselves entangled in
such  a  whimsical  dance?  Let  us  proceed
with  caution  and  a  dash  of  levity  as  we
unravel  this  intriguing tale,  for  the path to
enlightenment might just be peppered with
unexpected chuckles along the way.

3. Our approach & methods

METHODOLOGY

To  investigate  the  intriguing  correlation
between  the  adoption  of  genetically
modified  organisms  (GMOs)  in  cotton
cultivation in Tennessee and the frequency
of Google searches for 'how to hide a body',
we  employed  a  combination  of  data
collection,  statistical  analysis,  and
criminological  curiosity.  Our  research
methods may have seemed as complex as
decoding a cryptic message, but fear not –
we shall unravel the enigma for you.

Data Collection:

We gathered data on the adoption of GMO
cotton in Tennessee from 2005 to 2022 from
the United States Department of Agriculture
(USDA). This included detailed information
on the acreage of cotton fields under GMO

cultivation,  as  well  as  the  types  of  GMO
strains used.  For the frequency of  Google
searches for 'how to hide a body', we turned
to  the  treasure  trove  of  internet  data
provided  by  Google  Trends.  The  search
query  data  were  aggregated  and
anonymized  to  provide  insights  into  the
temporal  patterns  of  this  intriguing  online
inquiry.

Statistical Analysis:

With  our  data  in  hand,  we  delved  into
statistical analyses as diverse as the cotton
varieties  in  Tennessee.  We calculated  the
correlation coefficient between the adoption
of GMO cotton and the frequency of Google
searches for 'how to hide a body' using the
Pearson correlation method. Our statistical
models navigated through the crosswinds of
confounding variables and outliers to reveal
the strength and direction of the relationship
between  these  seemingly  incongruous
factors.

Criminological Curiosities:

In  an unconventional  twist,  we dabbled in
criminological  theory  to  understand  the
potential  motivations  behind  the  Google
searches  for  body  concealment.  We
pondered  if  the  allure  of  clandestine
activities  was  correlated  with  the
widespread  adoption  of  biotechnological
advancements in  cotton farming,  or  if  this
connection  was  merely  a  statistical
aberration worthy of a trivia quiz.

Limitations and Considerations:

We acknowledge the inherent limitations of
utilizing  internet  search  query  data  as  a
proxy for behavioral patterns and real-world
activities.  Furthermore,  the  scope  of  our
study  was  confined  to  the  state  of
Tennessee, and extrapolating the findings to
other  regions  warrants  caution.  However,
despite these limitations, our findings offer a
distinctive  vantage  point  –  a  tongue-in-
cheek  exploration  at  the  intersection  of
biotechnology and spooky internet inquiries.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



In  undertaking this  research,  we aimed to
weave  together  the  strands  of  agricultural
science,  statistical  analysis,  and  digital
intrigue to shed light  on a correlation  that
elicits both bemusement and contemplation.
As we peer through the lens of GMOs and
Google searches, we invite our readers to
join us in unraveling the whimsical world of
cotton  math  and  criminological  curiosities.
After all, who knew that GMOs and morbid
internet  queries  could  make  for  such  an
unexpected  duo?  It  seems  only  fitting  to
conclude  with  a  pun:  let's  just  say  this
research left no stone unturned.

4. Results

The outcomes of our investigation into the
relationship between the use of genetically
modified  organisms  (GMOs)  in  cotton
cultivation in Tennessee and the prevalence
of Google searches for 'how to hide a body'
revealed a rather unexpected and, dare we
say,  whimsical  correlation.  From  2005  to
2022,  we found a correlation coefficient  of
0.5554573,  indicating  a  moderate  positive
association  between  these  peculiar
variables.  Furthermore,  the  calculated  r-
squared value of 0.3085328 suggested that
approximately  30.85%  of  the  variability  in
'how to hide a body' Google searches could
be explained by the use of GMO cotton.

The  statistically  significant  p-value  of  less
than  0.05  further  bolstered  our  findings,
providing evidence that this correlation was
not  merely  a  fortuitous  figment  of  our
statistical imagination. Fig. 1 exemplifies the
strength of  this  relationship,  showcasing a
scatterplot that would make even the most
seasoned  agricultural  statistician  do  a
double-take.

In essence, our research indicates that as
the adoption of GMO cotton increased, so
did the interest in information regarding the
concealment of bodies, as evidenced by the
surge in Google searches pertaining to this
cryptic  topic.  While  the  connection  may

seem as unlikely as a genetically modified
cotton  candy,  the  data  speak  for
themselves,  beckoning  us  to  contemplate
the  intertwining  of  biotechnological
advancements  and the enigmatic  inquiries
of internet users.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Now, some may find it puzzling that such an
association  exists,  but  as  researchers,  we
are no strangers to the unexpected and the
idiosyncratic.  We  invite  our  esteemed
colleagues  to  join  us  in  embracing  the
unanticipated and recognizing that even the
most  incongruous  correlations  can  unveil
intriguing insights. After all,  who knew that
delving  into  the  world  of  agricultural
biotechnology would lead us down a path to
pondering clandestine activities?

In the spirit of scientific inquiry, we now turn
our  attention to dissecting the implications
of  these  findings  and  delving  into  the
labyrinth  of  questions  that  this  correlation
raises. So, prepare your thinking caps and
brace yourselves for a riveting exploration of
the  unexpected  juncture  between  GMOs
and  Google  searches  for  less-than-
wholesome advice.  And,  most  importantly,
let's  not  forget  to  appreciate the humor in
this peculiar correlation, proving that even in
the realm of research, there's always room
for a good laugh.

5. Discussion
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Well,  well,  well,  dear  colleagues,  let's
untangle the web we've spun in this rather
whimsical correlation between GMO cotton
and Google searches for body concealment.
Our findings not only illustrate the statistical
significance  of  this  relationship  but  also
tickle  the  curiosity  bone  with  unexpected
revelations.

It's  rather  amusing,  isn't  it?  The idea that
GMO  cotton  and  the  art  of  clandestine
activities  could  have  a  rendezvous  in  the
digital realm. Our results supported the prior
research  by  Smith  et  al.  (2010)  and  Doe
and  Jones  (2015)  who  unwittingly  set  the
stage  for  our  discovery.  It's  as  if  they
planted the seeds from which our peculiar
findings  would  eventually  blossom,  much
like the cotton bolls in a Tennessee field.

Now,  thinking  seriously,  our  statistical
analysis has confirmed a moderate positive
association between the use of GMO cotton
and  Google  searches  for  'how  to  hide  a
body'.  The  correlation  coefficient  of
0.5554573  not  only  raised  eyebrows  but
also demonstrated a noteworthy relationship
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.  While  it  may  seem  as
incongruous  as  finding  a  needle  in  a
biologically  modified  haystack,  the
significance  of  our  findings  cannot  be
overstated.

These results may prompt us to reevaluate
the  way  we view the  world,  reminding  us
that  curiosity  knows  no  bounds  and
sometimes  leads  us  down  unforeseen
paths. While our study may have stumbled
upon  an  unexpected  correlation,  it  is  a
testament  to  the  multifaceted  impact  of
agricultural  biotechnology on our collective
psyche.

As we prepare for further exploration of the
implications of our findings, let's not forget
the unexpected  journeys  of  discovery  that
science can take us on. After all, who would
have thought that a study on GMO cotton in

Tennessee could lead us to contemplate the
mysteries of human inquisitiveness?

So,  as  we  mull  over  the  implications  and
delve deeper into the enigmatic relationship
between  GMOs  and  Google  searches  for
less-than-wholesome advice,  let's  not  lose
sight  of  the  unexpected  chuckles  that
research can bring. After all,  a little humor
goes a long way, especially when it comes
to  unraveling  the  mysteries  of  human
behavior  and  the  quirky  correlations  that
seem to pop up when least expected.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation has unfurled
a correlation more surprising than finding a
pair  of  cargo  pants  in  a  biotech  lab.  The
connection  between  the  use  of  GMOs  in
cotton  cultivation  in  Tennessee  and  the
frequency of  Google  searches for  'how to
hide  a  body'  has  certainly  raised  more
eyebrows  than  a  90s  boy  band.  The
statistically significant correlation coefficient
of 0.5554573 and the p-value less than 0.05
have  left  us  more  puzzled  than  trying  to
assemble  IKEA  furniture  without  the
instructions.

As  we  reflect  on  these  findings,  we  can't
help  but  marvel  at  the  ever-unpredictable
nature  of  scientific  inquiry.  It's  a  bit  like  a
game  of  Clue,  isn't  it?  Who  knew  that
Colonel  Mustard  was  in  the  conservatory
with a bottle of Roundup Ready cotton? But
in  all  seriousness,  the  implications  of  our
research  cannot  be  overlooked.  We  must
consider  the  societal  implications  and
ponder the ramifications of this unusual link
between agricultural biotechnology and true
crime-related  internet  searches.  It's  like  a
crossover episode of "Law and Order" and
"The  Food  Network"  that  we  never  saw
coming.

Despite  the  humor  this  unforeseen
association  may  provoke,  we  must
acknowledge  the  potential  ethical  and
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practical  considerations  that  arise.  Who
would have thought that the intersection of
biotechnology  and  cyber  sleuthing  would
lead us down such a peculiar path? In the
spirit  of  scholarly exploration,  we urge our
fellow  researchers  to  embrace  the
unconventional and the unexpected, for who
knows  what  other  enigmatic  connections
await our discovery in the vast expanse of
research?

In the vein of full disclosure, we assert that
no  more research  is  needed  in  this  area.
We believe that this is quite enough cotton
math for  now,  and it's  time to reroute our
academic  GPS  to  more  conventional
agricultural  investigations.  In  the  words  of
Sir  Arthur  Conan  Doyle,  it's  time  to  close
this  case  and  bid  adieu  to  the  perplexing
correlation  between  GMOs  and  Google
searches for 'how to hide a body'.
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