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Abstract

Golf and baseball may seem as different as a birdie and a double play, but our research delved into their 
unlikely connection. We analyzed data from Golfstats and Baseball-Reference.com over the span of 1998
to 2022 to uncover the fascinating link between the performance of British Open Golf Championship 
winners and the successes of the Arizona Diamondbacks on the baseball diamond. Our findings revealed 
a significant correlation coefficient of 0.6701397 and p < 0.01, illustrating a strong relationship that may 
leave you saying, "Fore!-tunately for the Diamondbacks!
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1. Introduction

      Golf and baseball may seem like distant
relatives,  with  one  being  played  on
meticulously  manicured  greens  and  the
other on dusty diamond-shaped fields. Yet,
our research has found an unexpected tie
between  these  two  seemingly  disparate
sports  –  the  performance  of  British  Open
Golf  Championship  winners  and  the  Wins
for the Arizona Diamondbacks.

      As the famous golfer once said after a
good  round,  "I'm  on  cloud  9...ironically,
because  of  all  the  bogeys."  Likewise,  we
found  ourselves  on  cloud  9  when  we
stumbled  upon  this  intriguing  relationship
during our analysis of two decades' worth of
data. While some may think this connection
is as far-fetched as a golfer's drive onto the
fairway 300 yards away, we assure you that
our findings are as solid as a well-executed
putt.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



      The main aim of this study was to tee up
the  question:  Is  there  a  significant
association between the victorious score of
the British Open Golf Championship winner
and  the  Wins  accrued  by  the  Arizona
Diamondbacks in the same year? It  might
seem like quite the odd couple, but as Mark
Twain supposedly said, "Golf is a good walk
spoiled, but Baseball is a good run we often
cherish...unless  your  team is  losing.  Then
it's  just  a good run around."  We aimed to
bring a little sunshine onto this 'odd couple'
and see if there is a correlation that gets us
shouting,  "Diamondbacks,  swing  for  the
fences!"

2. Literature Review

The  literature  review  begins  with  an
examination of the influential work of Smith
and  Doe  (2005),  who  conducted  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  golf
championship  scores  and  their  potential
impact  on  baseball  performance.  Their
study  unearthed  correlations  between  the
two seemingly unrelated sports, paving the
way  for  further  investigation  into  this
unexplored realm of sports analytics. As we
navigated  through  the  dense  foliage  of
existing research, we stumbled upon Jones'
(2010)  seminal  work,  which  further
substantiated  the connection  between golf
scores  and  baseball  wins,  demonstrating
the potential for a significant relationship.

Dad  Joke:  Did  you  hear  about  the  golfer
who was hit  by a baseball?  It  was a  real
fairway to remember!

Turning  the  page  to  non-fiction  literature,
"Moneyball:  The  Art  of  Winning  an  Unfair
Game" by Michael Lewis offers insights into
the unconventional strategies employed by
the  Oakland  Athletics  baseball  team  to
achieve  success  in  the  Major  League
Baseball.  While  the  book  predominantly
focuses on baseball analytics, it sparked our
curiosity  regarding  the  potential  impact  of
less  conventional  factors,  such  as  golf

championship  scores,  on  baseball
performance.  In  a  similar  vein,  "The
Kingdom  of  Shivas  Irons"  by  Michael
Murphy  delves  into  the  metaphysical
aspects of golf, which piqued our interest in
exploring the mystical connections between
the worlds of golf and baseball.

Dad  Joke:  What  do  you  call  a  group  of
golfers with an exceptional sense of humor?
The Laugh-a-Links!

Transitioning  into  the  realm  of  fiction,  the
literary works of  Haruki Murakami,  notably
"Kafka  on  the  Shore,"  provided  an
unconventional  perspective  on  the
intertwining  of  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena. While the novel's themes may
not  overtly  relate  to  sports,  its  narrative
complexity  encouraged  us  to  embrace  a
multidimensional  approach  in  our
exploration  of  the  relationship  between
British Open Golf Championship scores and
Arizona  Diamondbacks'  wins.  Additionally,
the  whimsical  world  portrayed  in  Douglas
Adams'  "The  Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the
Galaxy"  prompted  us  to  perceive  the
potential  link  between  these  sports  as  a
fantastical  journey,  complete  with
unexpected twists and turns.

Dad Joke: Why did the golfer bring two pairs
of pants? In case he got a hole in one!

As  we  ventured  further  into  our  literature
review,  we  encountered  a  myriad  of
unconventional  sources that  contributed to
our  comprehensive  analysis.  Indeed,  the
back labels  of  shampoo bottles,  with their
varied  promises  of  "extra  volume"  and
"rejuvenating  strength,"  inadvertently
sparked our  creative  thinking and inspired
us  to  approach  this  study  with  a  light-
hearted and open-minded mindset. After all,
in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  one must  be
willing to explore unorthodox avenues, even
if  it  means  seeking  wisdom  in  the  most
unexpected of places.
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Dad  Joke:  I  used  to  be  a  baker,  but  I
couldn't make enough dough. Now I'm just
trying to rake in the parmesan!

3. Our approach & methods

To tackle this  "out  of  left  field"  connection
between golf and baseball, we employed a
mixed-method  approach  that  was  as
unconventional as a pitcher who can drive a
golf  ball  300 yards. Our first  step involved
combing  through  the  virtual  troves  of
Golfstats  and  Baseball-Reference.com,
sourcing data from 1998 to 2022. We use
this data to construct  a dataset  that  could
make any "stat-head" do a double-take.

Once the data was in hand,  our approach
veered into the unexpected - we employed
a  method  we  affectionately  dubbed  the
"Mulligan  Method."  At  the  start  of  each
analysis,  we pretended the data just didn't
sit right; it needed a "Mulligan," a do-over of
sorts.  We  swapped  out  individual  data
points  with  randomly  generated  numbers
and  re-ran  our  analyses  to  see  if  our
findings  held  up.  If  our  results  remained
significant  even  with  this  simulated  data,
well,  then  we  knew  we  were  on  to
something bigger than a double bogey.

To  refine  our  findings,  we  integrated  a
technique  we  labeled  "The  Grand  Slam."
We extracted pivotal  data  points,  hit  them
out of the park, and looked at their effect on
the overall correlation. This method allowed
us  to  uncover  the  "homerun"  connections
within  our  dataset,  steering us toward the
most  influential  factors  that  drove  the
correlation  between  British  Open  Golf
Championship  scores  and  Arizona
Diamondbacks' wins.

In  the  final  step  of  our  methodology,  we
applied a statistical analysis known as "The
Bunker  Buster."  This  involved  using
advanced regression models to delve deep
into the nuances of our data, as we tried to
"blast"  through  any  potential  confounding

factors  and  uncover  the  pure  relationship
between the golf scores and baseball wins.
As  we  navigated  through  this  statistical
"sand  trap,"  we  meticulously  ensured  our
model was as air-tight as the lid on a new
can of  golf  balls  before we settled on our
final results.

In  this  study,  our  "focus"  was  not  just  on
swings and hits but on the surprising dance
between these two seemingly disconnected
sports.  Just  like  a  golfer  aiming  for  the
fairway from the tee, our methods aimed to
target the heart of this unlikely partnership,
uncovering its significance in a way that had
us exclaiming, "Arizona Diamondbacks, you
hit that one out of the park!"

4. Results

Our analysis of the relationship between the
scores  of  the  British  Open  Golf
Championship winners and the Wins for the
Arizona Diamondbacks from 1998 to 2022
uncovered a surprising level of correlation.
We found a significant correlation coefficient
of  0.6701397,  indicating  a  moderate  to
strong  positive  relationship  between  the
variables. In other words, as the golf scores
of  the  British  Open  winners  increased
(indicating a better performance), there was
a corresponding increase in the Wins for the
Arizona Diamondbacks. It seems that hitting
a hole-in-one on the golf course might just
translate  to  a  home  run  on  the  baseball
field. Talk about getting a "swing" of things!

The coefficient of determination (r-squared)
was  calculated  at  0.4490872,  suggesting
that  approximately  45% of  the variation in
the Wins for the Arizona Diamondbacks can
be  explained  by  the  scores  of  the  British
Open  Golf  Championship  winners.  This
finding underscores the importance of  golf
scores  as  a potentially  influential  factor  in
the  performance  of  the  Diamondbacks  on
the diamond. Who would have thought that
a Birdie in Scotland could mean a good day
at the ballpark in Arizona?
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The statistical significance of the correlation
was  confirmed by  the  p-value  (p  <  0.01),
indicating  that  the  observed  relationship
between  the  two  variables  is  unlikely  to
occur by chance. This result provides strong
evidence to support the notion that there is
a  tangible  link  between  the  success  of
golfers in the British Open and the Wins of
the Arizona Diamondbacks. It's as if  every
swing of the golf club has a hidden impact
on the Diamondbacks' swings at the plate.
The idea that a perfect drive in golf can lead
to a perfect game in baseball may seem like
a stretch, but our data spoke for itself.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

As seen in Figure 1, the scatterplot visually
illustrates  the  clear  positive  correlation
between the scores of the British Open Golf
Championship winners and the Wins for the
Arizona Diamondbacks.  The points  on the
plot  exhibit  a  distinct  upward  trend,
reinforcing the quantitative findings. It's as if
every  good  shot  at  St.  Andrews  or  Royal
Birkdale sends positive vibes all the way to
Chase Field!

In conclusion, our research has revealed a
remarkable  relationship  between  the
performance  of  British  Open  Golf
Championship winners and the Wins for the
Arizona  Diamondbacks.  The  evidence
points  to  a  statistically  significant
correlation, suggesting that a great day on
the golf course may indeed bode well for the
Diamondbacks  on  the  baseball  field.  It

seems  that  when  it  comes  to  success  in
sports,  the  ball  is  truly  in  the  court  –  or
should I say, on the green?

5. Discussion

The  findings  of  our  study  bring  a  new
dimension to the intersection of  seemingly
unrelated  sports,  echoing  the  "hole"-some
insights  of  previous  research.  The
significant  correlation  coefficient  of
0.6701397 aligns with the pioneering work
of  Smith  and  Doe,  emphasizing  the
substantial  relationship  between  the
performance of golf champions at the British
Open  and  the  triumphs  of  the  Arizona
Diamondbacks. This "fairway" of results not
only  supports  but  broadens  the  existing
evidence,  solidifying  the  notion  that  golf
scores  could  indeed  leave  a  "hole"some
impact on baseball successes.

Our  data  reveal  a  robust  positive
relationship,  akin  to  a  well-executed  drive
off the tee, driving home the point that the
prowess of British Open Golf Championship
winners  may  translate  into  wins  for  the
Diamondbacks. It's as if hitting a "birdie" in
Scotland sends a "batter"ing storm of wins
for  the  Arizona-based  baseball  team.  This
unexpected  connection  between  British
Open  Golf  and  Diamondbacks'  wins  may
leave sports enthusiasts exclaiming, "It's a
grand slam of a correlation!"

The coefficient of determination (r-squared)
of  0.4490872  echoes  the  sentiments  of
previous  researchers,  highlighting  the
substantial  impact  of  golf  scores  on  the
variation in the Diamondbacks' wins. These
results resonate with the thought-provoking
insights  of  Jones  (2010),  enhancing  our
understanding of the interplay between golf
championship  scores  and  baseball
triumphs. It's almost as if a well-aimed golf
swing  has  the  power  to  "drive"  the
Diamondbacks' performance on the field.
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The statistical significance of the correlation,
supported  by  the  p-value  of  p  <  0.01,
reinforces  the pioneering notions  put  forth
by  Smith  and  Doe.  This  underscores  the
credibility  of  the  observed  relationship,
suggesting that it's not just "by chance" that
a golfer's success could lead to victory on
the baseball diamond. It's almost as if every
stroke on the golf course has an echo that
"swings" through the Arizona sports scene.

In sync with these findings, the scatterplot
visually  encapsulates  the  strong  positive
correlation between the scores of the British
Open Golf  Championship winners and the
wins  for  the  Arizona  Diamondbacks.  The
graphic  representation  eloquently  echoes
the  statistical  evidence,  painting  a  "hole"-
some  picture  of  the  unexpected  bond
between  these  diverse  sports.  It's  as  if
every  stroke  of  the  golf  club  propels  the
Diamondbacks  towards  an  outfield  filled
with wins.

In conclusion,  our study not  only solidifies
the established link between golf scores and
baseball  victories  but  also  expands  the
horizon  of  sports  analytics,  demonstrating
that  a  good day on the golf  course could
indeed lead to a towering home run at the
ballpark.  This  "tee"-rific  connection  may
revolutionize  the  way  we  perceive  sports
performance.  After  all,  when  it  comes  to
sports success, who knew that the swing of
a golf club could hold the "key" to a baseball
team's accomplishments?

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has teed up an
unexpected  connection  between  the
performance  of  British  Open  Golf
Championship winners and the Wins for the
Arizona  Diamondbacks.  The  statistically
significant  correlation  coefficient  of
0.6701397 truly drives home the point that a
good  day  on  the  golf  course  may  just
translate  to  a  grand  slam  for  the
Diamondbacks  on  the  baseball  field.  It's

almost as if hitting a hole-in-one in Scotland
sends a home run over the fence in Arizona
-  now  that's  what  I  call  a  global  game
strategy! 

Our findings, represented by the correlation
coefficient and the p-value of less than 0.01,
suggest  that  this  relationship  is  no  mere
fluke – it's  as  real  as a  well-timed swing.
The  coefficient  of  determination  of
0.4490872  emphasizes  that  nearly  half  of
the  variation  in  the  Diamondbacks'  Wins
can be attributed to the scores of the British
Open  Golf  Championship  winners.  Put
simply,  it  seems  that  a  good  golf  swing
might  just  have  a  hand  in  the
Diamondbacks' hitting those home runs and
making  those  epic  catches.  Who  would
have thought that a slice on the green could
lead to a slice of luck on the diamond?

In  light  of  these  findings,  it  is  clear  that
future  research  in  this  area  should  be
deemed unnecessary. We have putted this
topic  to  rest  and  believe that  our  findings
are as firm as the grip on a golf  club. It's
time  to  conclude  that  the  relationship
between  British  Open  Golf  Championship
scores and Arizona Diamondbacks' Wins is
no longer a fairway into the unknown – it's
as clear as a cloudless day on the course.

No more research is needed in this area.
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