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Abstract

In this paper, we embark on a corny exploration of the seemingly unrelated realms of genetically modified 
corn production in Texas and fossil fuel usage in Luxembourg. Incorporating data from the USDA and the 
Energy Information Administration, our research uncovers a significant correlation between these two 
disparate factors, with a correlation coefficient of 0.9582281 and p < 0.01 for the period spanning 2005 to 
2021. The implications of this unexpected relationship are truly "ear"-resistible, tickling everyone's cob-
dsense with the surprising interconnectedness of agriculture and energy consumption. We delve into the 
kernel of this correlation, peeling back layers of data to uncover the maize-ing truth behind this unlikely 
connection. Our findings not only shed light on the interconnectedness of global systems but also provide 
a-maize-ing fodder for future research at the crossroads of agriculture and energy economics.
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1. Introduction

Woah  there,  hold  onto  your  corn  cobs,
because we're about to dive headfirst into a
research adventure that will challenge your
perception  of  interconnectedness.  In  the
world  of  academic  research,  we  often
stumble  upon  unexpected  correlations  –
kind of  like  finding a kernel  of  popcorn in
your  tooth  –  and  the  one  we're  exploring
today is a-maize-ing (pun intended).

Our  journey  into  the  whimsical  world  of
maize and fossil  fuels begins right here in
the  heart  of  Texas,  where  the  cornfields
stretch further than the eye can see. Now,
one might  wonder what  meddling with the
genetic makeup of these corn kernels has to
do  with  the  tiny  landlocked  nation  of
Luxembourg, nestled snugly in the heart of
Europe,  where  fossil  fuels  reign  supreme.
Seems  more  improbable  than  finding  a
needle in a haystack, right?
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But  lo  and  behold,  our  investigation  has
uncovered  a  connection  so  surprising,  it's
like finding a kernel  of  popcorn that  looks
exactly  like  Elvis  –  a  stunning  correlation
between  the  genetically  modified  corn
production in Texas and the consumption of
fossil  fuels  in  Luxembourg.  Who  would've
thought  these  two  seemingly  unrelated
entities could have any sort  of  meaningful
relationship? Yet, through rigorous analysis
of  USDA data  on Texas  corn  and Energy
Information  Administration  data  on
Luxembourg's  fossil  fuel  usage,  we've
unearthed  a  correlation  coefficient  so
strong, it's like the bond between salt  and
butter on a popcorn kernel – a staggering
0.9582281 with a p-value less than 0.01!

Get  ready  to  have  your  cobs  absolutely
shaken,  because  the  implications  of  this
connection are far from corny. Our findings
don't  just  raise  eyebrows;  they  raise  corn
stalks,  shedding  light  on  the
interconnectedness of agricultural practices
and energy consumption in a way that will
leave you as stunned as a cob of corn in a
corn maze.

So, buckle up, dear readers, as we journey
into  the  cornucopian  realm  of  GMOs and
fossil  fuels,  where  kernels  and  barrels
collide,  and  where  the  truly  a-maize-ing
truths of agricultural and energy economics
await our hungry, inquisitive minds. It's time
to  crack  open  the  husk  of  conventional
wisdom and  unveil  the  surprising  story  of
kernel connections!

2. Literature Review

Smith  et  al.  (2017)  delved  into  the
intricacies of GMO crop production and its
potential impacts on energy consumption in
their  groundbreaking  study,  "Seeds  of
Change: Unraveling the Interconnectedness
of  Genetically  Modified  Organisms  and
Agricultural  Energy  Usage."  Their  work
paved  the way  for  further  exploration  into
the  surprising  relationship  between

agriculture and energy,  planting the seeds
of curiosity in the minds of researchers.

Doe  (2019)  likewise  touched  upon  the
subject in "Fueling the Future: Fossil Fuels
and  Their  Role  in  Modern  Society,"
shedding  light  on  the  multifaceted  ties
between  energy  consumption  and  various
sectors. While not directly focusing on GMO
crops,  their  insights  into  energy  usage
provided a fertile ground for contemplating
the  ripple  effects  of  different  agricultural
practices.

Jones  (2020)  took  a  different  approach  in
"From  Cornfields  to  Carbon  Footprints:
Unlikely Partners in Climate Change." Their
research highlighted the interconnectedness
of  seemingly  unrelated  entities,  drawing
attention to the cornucopia of influences on
environmental  factors.  This  served  as  a
kernel  of  inspiration  for  our  own
investigation into the unexpected correlation
between GMO corn in Texas and fossil fuel
usage in Luxembourg.

Turning  from  the  scholarly  realm  to  more
accessible  works,  we  can't  help  but  draw
insights from the likes of  "The Omnivore's
Dilemma" by Michael  Pollan.  Although not
directly related to Luxembourg or specific to
GMO  corn,  Pollan's  exploration  of  the
modern  food  industry  and  its  far-reaching
implications  certainly  impacts  our
understanding of  agricultural  practices and
their broader connections to energy use.

Shifting gears slightly, the fiction world has
also provided some intriguing perspectives.
Consider "The Corn Whisperer" by Barbara
Jaeger,  a  whimsical  tale  of  a  farmer  who
discovers  a  magical  connection  with  his
corn crops. While purely fictional, the book
invites readers to contemplate the potential
wonders hidden within the agricultural realm
and  serves  as  a  playful  reminder  of  the
marvels we have yet to fully understand.

In a surprising turn, social media has also
played a role in shaping our understanding
of  this  unlikely  relationship.  A  tweet  by
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@CornCraze2020  proclaiming,  "Corn  and
fossil  fuels: a match made in crop rotation
heaven! #GMO #Energy" sparked intriguing
conversations  and  highlighted  the
perplexing  entanglement  of  seemingly
distinct domains.

These  diverse  sources,  from  academic
studies  to  fictional  tales  and  even  social
media  musings,  collectively  hint  at  the
complexity  and  interplay  of  GMO  corn
production in Texas and fossil fuel usage in
Luxembourg. As we sift through this maize
of information, it becomes increasingly clear
that the kernels of truth we seek are often
nestled  within  unexpected  and
unconventional sources.

3. Our approach & methods

To  peel  back  the  layers  of  this  stunning
kernel  connection  between  GMO  use  in
Texas corn and fossil  fuel  consumption in
Luxembourg,  we employed a methodology
as robust and intricate as a labyrinth of corn
mazes. Our research team delved into the
bountiful  fields  of  data,  harvesting
information  from  the  USDA  and  Energy
Information  Administration  to  nurture  this
study with a rich blend of statistical insights
and agricultural shenanigans.

First,  we  gathered  an  earful  of  data
spanning from 2005 to 2021, a period ripe
with potential for uncovering the interwoven
strands of GMO corn production and fossil
fuel  usage.  Armed  with  a  digital  combine
harvester,  we  sifted  through  an  abundant
yield  of  statistics,  plucking  the  most
succulent morsels of information to feed our
hunger for knowledge.

Adopting  a  kernel-by-kernel  approach,  we
meticulously scrutinized the USDA's data on
GMO corn production in the sprawling fields
of  Texas,  examining  details  such  as
acreage,  yield,  and  genetic  modifications.
Much  like  a  discerning  chef  selecting  the
finest  ingredients  for  a  corn  soufflé,  we

sifted through the genetic brouhaha to distill
the essence of GMO corn production in the
Lone Star State.

Simultaneously,  we  toiled  in  the  fertile
realms  of  the  Energy  Information
Administration's  data  on  Luxembourg's
fossil  fuel  consumption,  unraveling  the
enigmatic threads that intertwined with the
Texas corn narrative. With the precision of a
watchmaker  tirelessly  examining  the
delicate cogs of a timepiece, we pored over
barrels  of  fossil  fuel  consumption,
discerning patterns and trends with the keen
eye of a falcon hunting its prey.

Once we had amassed a cornucopia of data
from these  disparate  sources,  we  donned
our  statistical  chef  hats  and  set  to  work
whipping  up  a  delectable  analysis.
Employing  a  medley  of  sophisticated
statistical  techniques  –  from  regression
analysis  to  time-series  modeling  –  we
concocted a heady brew of correlations and
coefficients,  blending  them  together  in  a
research cauldron bubbling with the aroma
of discovery.

We performed a rigorous statistical analysis,
grinding through the numbers like a miller
processing the kernels of truth, uncovering
the  startling  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9582281  and  a  p-value  that  glimmered
brighter than a golden corn kernel. It was a
journey  replete  with  surprises,  akin  to
stumbling  upon  a  cob  of  rainbow-colored
corn in a monochromatic field.

In  summary,  our  methodological  approach
was  as  intricate  as  a  labyrinthine  corn
maze,  taking  us  on  a  whimsical  journey
through  the  fields  of  data  to  unravel  the
surprising  bond  between  GMO  corn  in
Texas  and  fossil  fuel  consumption  in
Luxembourg.  Our  findings,  much  like  a
perfectly  popped  kernel  of  corn,  are  a
testament  to  the  startling  and
interconnected nature of global agricultural
and energy systems.
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4. Results

Our  research  delved  into  the  cornucopian
realm of  GMO use  in  Texas  corn  and  its
unexpected  relationship  with  fossil  fuel
consumption in Luxembourg. After combing
through data from the USDA and the Energy
Information Administration, we unearthed a
significant  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9582281,  an  r-squared  value  of
0.9182010, and a p-value less than 0.01 for
the time period spanning 2005 to 2021.

The  strength  of  this  correlation  is  as
surprising as finding a unicorn in a cornfield
or a kernel-shaped potato in your harvest.
The  scatterplot  in  Figure  1  visually
encapsulates  the  strong  relationship
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables. It's as clear as corn syrup: there's
something  fundamentally  intertwined
between GMO corn production in Texas and
the fossil fuel appetite of Luxembourg.

The  implications  of  this  connection  are
anything but corny. It's like discovering that
corn stalks  have secretly  been whispering
sweet  nothings  to  oil  barrels  behind  our
backs. This unexpected correlation not only
tickles  everyone's  cob-dsense  but  raises
important  questions about  the far-reaching
impact  of  agricultural  practices  on  global
energy  consumption.  It's  a  not-so-gentle
reminder that the intersection of agriculture
and  energy  economics  is  more  intricately
woven than a basket made of corn husks.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  essence,  our  findings  highlight  the
interplay of seemingly disparate factors and
provide  a-maize-ing  fodder  for  future
research  at  the  crossroads  of  GMO
agriculture  and  energy  economics.  The
kernel  of  truth is  out,  and it's  time to pop
open  the  discussions  on  this  unexpected
connection.

5. Discussion

Our findings echo the prior research on the
intertwined nature of GMO crop production
and energy usage, albeit with a unique twist
that's  as  zany  as  a  corn  maze  in  a
hurricane.  Smith et  al.  (2017)'s  pioneering
work  laid  the  groundwork  for  our
investigation, akin to planting the seeds for
our fruitful exploration. We dug deeper into
the  soil  of  this  relationship  and,  lo  and
behold,  found  ourselves  knee-deep  in  the
kernel-centric  complexities  of  GMO  corn
and fossil fuel consumption.

Doe (2019) and Jones (2020) unknowingly
cultivated the soil  for  our study,  much like
accidental fertilizer for our intellectual crops.
Their  insights  into  energy  usage  and  the
multifaceted  ties  between  different  sectors
provided a fertile ground for contemplating
the curious correlation we unraveled. To our
surprise,  the  kernels  of  truth  we  sought
were indeed nestled within their seemingly
disparate findings.

While we initially approached Pollan's "The
Omnivore's  Dilemma"  and  Jaeger's  "The
Corn Whisperer" with a hint of whimsy, their
indirect influence cannot be dismissed. Just
as the unexpected crunch of a stray kernel
in a bowl of popcorn may give pause, the
seemingly unrelated literary works provided
kernels of inspiration, reminding us that the
most  unassuming  sources  can  whisper
unexpected  insights.  The  tweet  from
@CornCraze2020,  though  seemingly
lighthearted,  encapsulated  the  ambiguous

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



intertwining of these distinct domains, even
sparking kernels of curiosity in our research.

Our  study,  akin  to  a  cornucopia  of
revelations,  supports  the  notion  that
agricultural  practices  and  energy
consumption  are  embroiled  in  a  symbiotic
relationship,  much  like  a  farmer  and  their
trusty  old  tractor  moving  in  harmonious
unison  through  a  sprawling  cornfield.  The
strength of the correlation we uncovered is
as  startling  as  discovering  a  cob-shaped
cloud in the sky.

The  implications  of  this  corn-founding
correlation  extend  beyond  the  realm  of
academia, tickling the cob-dsense of all who
stumble upon it like a surprise tickling of the
ribs  by  a  corn  cob.  The  agri-energetic
interplay we unveiled, as unlikely as a cow
performing ballet in a cornfield, urges further
exploration and contemplation. In essence,
these intricate connections provide a-maize-
ing  fodder  for  future  research,  inspiring  a
cornucopia of possibilities at the crossroads
of GMO agriculture and energy economics.

In conclusion, we stand at the precipice of a
marvelously  intertwining  cornfield  and
fueling  station,  where  the  enigmatic
whispers of cornstalks and oil barrels dance
in harmonious unison. The synergy between
these seemingly distinct entities isn't just a
kernel  of  truth;  it's  a  ripe,  juicy  earful  of
unexpected  wonderment  that  leaves  us
savoring  the  delightful  complexities  of  the
interconnectedness of our world.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has uncovered
a  truly  ear-resistible  correlation  between
GMO  corn  production  in  Texas  and  fossil
fuel  consumption  in  Luxembourg.  It's  as
surprising as finding a kernel-shaped potato
in your harvest or bumping into a unicorn in
a cornfield. Our findings not only shed light
on  the  interconnectedness  of  global

systems but also provide a-maize-ing fodder
for future research. 

This unexpected connection has left us as
stunned as a cob of corn in a corn maze –
it's  like  the  kernels  have  been  secretly
conspiring with oil barrels behind our backs!
It's clear that the intersection of agriculture
and  energy  economics  is  more  intricately
woven than a basket made of corn husks.
Who knew that GMO corn and fossil  fuels
could be as connected as salt and butter on
a popcorn kernel?

In light of these findings, it's safe to say that
no  more research  is  needed  in  this  area.
We've popped the corn and unraveled the
cob-web  of  mystery  surrounding  this
unlikely  relationship.  It's  time  to  butter  up
and  move  on  to  other  a-maize-ing
adventures in the world of agricultural and
energy economics!
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