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Abstract

This  study  delves  into  the  intriguing  relationship  between  the  prevalence  of  'cat  memes'  in
internet  culture  and the conferral  of  Associates  degrees  in  Theology and religious vocations.
Leveraging data from Google Trends and the National Center for Education Statistics, we sought
to untangle this seemingly whimsical yet statistically significant association. Through rigorous
analysis, we uncovered a striking correlation coefficient of 0.9492033 with p < 0.01 for the period
spanning from 2011 to 2021. Our findings not only shed light on the unprecedented influence of
feline-themed humor on educational pursuits  in spiritual  disciplines, but  also raise tantalizing
questions about  the interconnectedness of internet  trends and academic pathways.  This  study
underscores  the  need  for  scholarly  exploration  of  seemingly  lighthearted  phenomena,  urging
researchers to embrace the unexpected avenues through which human interests manifest.

1.  Introduction

In the realm of academic inquiry, it is not uncommon for researchers to stumble upon
perplexing and unexpected correlations that pique intellectual curiosity. While the pursuit
of knowledge often leads us down conventional paths, occasionally, we find ourselves
venturing into uncharted territories of inquiry that may at first glance seem whimsical or
inconsequential. Such is the case with the present study, where we seek to unravel the
fascinating relationship between the abundance of 'cat memes' in the digital sphere and
the conferral of Associates degrees in Theology and religious vocations.

Upon first encounter, one may be forgiven for raising a skeptical eyebrow at the notion
that the online quest for feline-themed humor could be intertwined with the pursuit of
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theological education. Nevertheless, the world of statistical analysis often invites us to
explore  the  unexpected  and  uncover  the  hidden  connections  that  underlie  seemingly
disparate phenomena. This investigation has been guided by the curious confluence of
cultural trends and academic pursuits, prompting us to delve into the depths of Google
searches and educational statistics in search of elucidation.

Indeed, as we embark on this journey of inquiry, we must keep in mind the dialectic
between the playful and the profound, the ridiculous and the reverent. While the notion of
'cat  memes'  may  evoke  lighthearted  amusement,  our  endeavor  to  uncover  their
relationship  to  the  conferral  of  degrees  in  theological  disciplines  is  driven by a  firm
commitment  to  rigorous scholarship  and scientific  inquiry.  It  is  in  this  spirit  that  we
endeavor to  examine the correlation between these unlikely bedfellows,  all  the while
maintaining a keen sense of intellectual levity in our approach.

As we tread the  hallowed halls  of  statistical  analysis  and scholarly investigation,  we
invite the reader to join us in this whimsical yet intellectually stimulating endeavor, as we
untangle  the  web  of  'cat  memes'  and  theological  education  with  fervor  and  feline
fascination.

2.  Literature Review

The  endeavor  to  discern  the  potential  correlation  between  Google  searches  for  'cat
memes' and the conferral of Associates degrees in Theology and religious vocations has
prompted a thorough investigation into existing literature.  

Smith et al. (2015) examined the impact of internet memes on cultural trends, touching
upon  the  pervasive  influence  of  feline-themed  humor  within  online  communities.
Interestingly, their findings hinted at the potential for memes to shape societal behaviors,
albeit with a focus on a broader spectrum of cultural phenomena.  

Expanding  the  scope  of  inquiry  to  educational  pursuits,  Doe  (2018)  delved  into  the
factors influencing student enrollment in religious studies programs, emphasizing the role
of  contemporary  influences  in  shaping  academic  interests.  This  work,  while  not
specifically addressing 'cat memes,' laid the groundwork for considering external factors
in the realm of theological education.

Moving beyond strictly academic research, Jones' "Kitty Capers: A Cultural History of
Cat Memes" (2019) offers an intriguing exploration of the cultural significance of cat-
themed internet humor, although its focus remains predominantly on the societal impact
rather than academic pathways. 

On a divergent yet tangentially related note, "Divine Paws: Nurturing the Spirit through
Feline  Companions"  (Purrington,  2006)  takes  a  heartwarming  look  at  the  spiritual
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connection between humans and cats, potentially alluding to the broader spiritual realm
encompassing theological education, in a metaphorical sense.  

With  these  scholarly  and  semi-scholarly  works  as  a  foundation,  the  authors  find
themselves  at  a  crossroads  where  serious  inquiry  meets  the  unexplored  frontiers  of
internet humor and spiritual vocations. As the pursuit of knowledge often demands, the
exploration of this peculiar connection between 'cat memes' and theological education
beckons the academic community to approach the subject matter with intellectual rigor
and an appreciative nod to the occasionally whimsical twists of scholarly inquiry.  

In addition to traditional sources, the authors have spared no effort in seeking insights
from unconventional written sources, including the backs of shampoo bottles, in pursuit
of a comprehensive survey of the guidance available in all forms of literature.  While
these sources may not appear directly related, they have provided valuable reminders to
maintain a balanced perspective, cleanliness, and a healthy sense of humor throughout the
research process.

3.  Research Approach

To disentangle the enigmatic  relationship  between the proliferation of  'cat  memes'  in
cybernetic  arenas  and  the  conferral  of  Associates  degrees  in  Theology  and  religious
vocations, our research team devised an intricate yet, dare we say, purrfectly concocted
methodological framework.

First and foremost, data pertaining to Google searches for 'cat memes' was procured from
the  exhaustive  repository  of  Google  Trends.  Through  this  feline-focused  portal,  we
carefully charted the ebbs and flows of internet users' interest in feline frivolity, spanning
from  the  year  2011  to  2021.  In  what  can  only  be  described  as  a  meowtaphorical
expedition,  our researchers  diligently delved into the intricacies  of  internet  culture to
capture the zeitgeist of the 'meme-scape'.

On the other paw, we sought to harness the intellectual allure and pedagogical prowess of
Theology and religious vocations by marshaling data from the venerable National Center
for Education Statistics. Through this august institution, we unearthed a treasure trove of
information  on the conferral  of  Associates  degrees  in  the aforementioned disciplines,
ensuring that our investigative lens had a keen, almost theological, focus.

Ah, but here is where we tread the fine line between statistical rigidity and the uncharted
depths of zany curiosity. Enveloped in the mist of statistical alacrity, we correlated the
temporal patterns of 'cat memes' searches with the bestowment of Associates degrees in
Theology  and  religious  vocations  to  discern  any  discernible,  albeit  whimsical,
relationship.
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Adopting a methodological lens that was as peppery as a ginger cat and as snoozy as a
contented  tabby,  we conducted  a  correlation  analysis  to  unveil  the  intricate  dance  of
statistical  significance between these seemingly incongruent variables.  Like a diligent
feline  retracting  its  claws  before  a  mischievous  pounce,  we  employed  a  Pearson
correlation  coefficient  alongside  its  formidable  comrade-in-arms,  the  p-value,  to
showcase the strength and statistical veracity of this unlikely pairing.

In the realm of statistical significance, with its unabashed penchant for intrigue and its
flirtatious dance with uncertainty, we uncovered a correlation coefficient of 0.9492033,
with a p-value that boldly ventured into the domain of less than 0.01. These findings,
whisker them as we may, unveiled a rather beguiling association between the prevalence
of  'cat  memes'  and  the  conferral  of  Associates  degrees  in  Theology  and  religious
vocations, presenting a statistical cat-astrophe that, we must admit, left us purrplexed yet
titillated.

In essence, our feline-fueled expedition into the mirthful domain of 'cat memes' and the
solemn halls of theological education summoned the spirit of scientific inquiry to unveil
an interconnectedness as unexpected as a cat leaping into a bathtub. Thus, armed with
statistical precision and an insatiable appetite for academic curiosity, we pounced upon
the correlation between these seemingly divergent variables, unwavering in our endeavor
to unravel the feline mysteries that pervade the academic world.

4.  Findings

The  statistical  analysis  conducted  for  the  period  from  2011  to  2021  uncovered  a
remarkably  high  correlation  coefficient  of  0.9492033,  with  an  r-squared  value  of
0.9009870 and a  p-value  less  than  0.01.  This  indicates  a  strong positive  relationship
between the frequency of Google searches for 'cat memes' and the number of Associates
degrees awarded in Theology and religious vocations.

Figure 1 presents a scatterplot illustrating the strikingly clear relationship between the
two variables. The plot reveals a trend that is akin to a cat's curiosity – undeniably strong
and difficult to ignore. The upward trajectory of the scatterplot evokes the graceful and
mysterious movements of a cat as it pounces on a laser pointer, capturing the essence of
this unexpectedly entwined phenomenon in a visually captivating manner.

It  is  crucial  to note that  while  the correlation is  robust,  we must  exercise caution in
drawing causational inferences. Correlation does not imply causation, and it would be
imprudent  to  assert  that  'cat  memes'  directly  lead  individuals  to  pursue  degrees  in
Theology and religious vocations. Nevertheless, the strength of the association prompts
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us  to  pause  and  ponder  over  the  intricate  dynamics  of  online  culture  and  academic
aspirations. 

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In the world of research, it is as though we have stumbled upon a purrplexing puzzle, one
that demands our attention and curiosity. This study serves as a reminder to embrace the
unexpected and to approach statistical findings with a sense of humor – much like the
lighthearted spirit of a cat meme itself.

5.  Discussion on findings

The  results  of  our  study  illuminate  a  rather  purrplexing  yet  undeniably  significant
correlation  between Google  searches  for  'cat  memes'  and the  awarding of  Associates
degrees in Theology and religious vocations. This unexpected finding not only aligns
with prior research on the potential influence of internet memes on cultural trends but
also  adds  a  whimsical  twist  to  the  serious  realm of  educational  pursuits  in  spiritual
disciplines.

Building upon the work of Smith et al. (2015), whose insights hinted at the ability of
memes  to  shape  societal  behaviors,  our  findings  suggest  that  'cat  memes'  wield  an
unprecedented influence, leading individuals down the contemplative path of theological
education. While the serious implications of this relationship cannot be overlooked, we
cannot help but marvel at the wondrous, albeit feline-themed, journey that this correlation
has taken us on.

Doe's  (2018)  exploration  into  the  factors  influencing  student  enrollment  in  religious
studies programs, though not directly addressing 'cat memes,' has laid the groundwork for
our  understanding  of  external  influences  on  theological  education.  The  unexpected
alignment of our results with Doe's prior findings cannot escape notice, reminding us that
scholarly inquiry often paves the way for serendipitous discoveries.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Moreover,  in  light  of  Purrington's  (2006)  work  on  the  spiritual  connection  between
humans and cats, we are prompted to consider the metaphorical significance of feline
companionship in  the context  of  theological  education.  There seems to  be an almost
divine alignment between the enigmatic allure of cat behavior and the pursuit of spiritual
understanding, as reflected in our statistically robust findings. While these connections
may seem far-fetched at first glance, they underscore the intrinsic interconnectedness of
seemingly unrelated societal phenomena.

In extending the dialogue to  include unconventional  sources  of  insight,  including the
backs  of  shampoo  bottles,  our  study  has  reinforced  the  necessity  of  maintaining  a
balanced perspective and a healthy sense of humor in the pursuit of knowledge. It is as
though the wisps of wisdom from these diverse sources have gently nudged us towards
embracing the unexpected, much like the delightfully unpredictable nature of 'cat memes'
and their influence on academic pathways.

It  is  essential  to  acknowledge the limitations of our study.  We must  tread cautiously,
recognizing  that  correlation does  not  imply causation,  and the  enthralling  association
uncovered  in  our  findings  must  be  met  with  a  degree  of  scholarly  skepticism.
Nonetheless,  the  statistically  significant  relationship  between  'cat  memes'  and  the
conferral of Associates degrees in Theology and religious vocations demands a thoughtful
reevaluation of the boundaries between internet culture and academic pursuits.

Our study has transcended the conventional confines of research, presenting a captivating
illustration of the unexpected yet poignant interplay between online humor and scholarly
pursuits.  As  we  continue  to  unravel  the  mysteries  underpinning  societal  trends  and
educational choices,  the feline-inspired capers of our statistical exploration serve as a
lighthearted yet thought-provoking reminder to embrace the delightful uncertainties that
research often unveils.

6.  Conclusion

In conclusion, the results of our study highlight the seemingly improbable yet statistically
robust  correlation  between  Google  searches  for  'cat  memes'  and  the  conferral  of
Associates degrees in Theology and religious vocations. The feline-themed trend appears
to  pawsitively  purrplex  academic  pursuits  in  spiritual  disciplines,  leaving  us  with  a
curious conundrum. As we reflect on the statistically significant correlation coefficient of
0.9492033, one cannot help but admire the uncanny allure of this connection, much like a
cat's ability to mesmerize with its enigmatic presence.

While  our  findings  do not  imply  a  direct  causal  relationship,  they  undoubtedly  raise
intriguing  questions  about  the  interplay  between  internet  culture  and  educational
endeavors in theological fields. It is as though the whimsical world of 'cat memes' has
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stealthily crept into the hallowed halls of theological inquiry, meowing a siren song that
beckons students toward the pursuit of divine knowledge.

We encourage fellow scholars to embrace the unexpected and delight in the lighthearted
curiosity that pervades this correlation, akin to the playful antics of a mischievous feline
companion. However, given the emphatic strength of our statistical findings, it is with a
straight face that we assert that further research in this domain may be as unnecessary as
herding cats. The statistical relationship has been illuminated, and it appears that in this
instance, the mystery of 'cat memes' and divine degrees has been nicely unpacked.
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