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Abstract

In this paper, we delve into the rather unconventional relationship between the use of genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) in corn cultivation in the state of Ohio and the number of lawyers in the United States. 
Drawing upon data from the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) and the American Bar 
Association (ABA), we analyzed the trends spanning from 2004 to 2022. Our findings reveal a surprisingly
high correlation coefficient of 0.9715021 and a significant p-value of less than 0.01, indicating a strong 
statistical association between these seemingly disparate variables. We discuss possible mechanisms 
underlying this unexpected relationship, from the impact of GMO regulations on legal disputes to the 
potential influence of corn-related litigation on the legal profession. Our research sheds light on this 
curious correlation, inviting further investigation and perhaps a corny joke or two along the way.

Copyleft 2024 Global Innovation University.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

Corn may be a staple of the American diet,
but its influence apparently extends beyond
the dinner table and into the legal arena. In
recent years, the proliferation of genetically
modified  organisms  (GMOs)  in  the
cultivation of corn in Ohio has prompted us

to investigate an unexpected phenomenon
– a correlation with the number of lawyers in
the  United  States.  While  one  may  initially
dismiss this connection as coincidental, our
research  indicates  otherwise,  revealing  a
statistically robust relationship that seems to
defy conventional wisdom.
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The phrase "stalk and law" takes on a whole
new  meaning  as  we  embark  on  this
investigation. The idea that GMO corn and
lawyers could be linked may sound as far-
fetched  as  a  cornfield  in  the  middle  of  a
bustling metropolis, but our analysis of data
from  the  United  States  Department  of
Agriculture  (USDA)  and  the  American  Bar
Association  (ABA)  suggests  otherwise.  As
we  peel  back  the  layers  of  this  peculiar
correlation,  we  invite  you  to  join  us  on  a
journey  through  the  fields  of  agricultural
science  and  legal  practice,  and  perhaps
share a chuckle or two along the way.

In this paper, we seek to unearth the roots
of  this  relationship,  examining  how  the
cultivation  and  regulation  of  GMO corn  in
Ohio could plausibly intersect with the legal
landscape of the entire country. Our findings
promise  to  shed  light  on  this  unexpected
connection,  providing  fodder  for  thought
and, dare we say, a-maize-ing insights. So,
grab your ear of corn and a law book as we
venture into the world of  "corn-y lawyers,"
where the kernels of truth may just pop out
when you least expect them.

2. Literature Review

The  relationship  between  genetically
modified  organisms  (GMOs)  in  corn
production and the number of lawyers in the
legal profession has sparked much interest
and perplexity in the academic community.
While  this  association  may  at  first  glance
appear as peculiar as a corn maze on Wall
Street,  our  investigation  delves  into  a
myriad  of  sources  to  shed  light  on  this
unconventional correlation.

Smith  et  al.  (2018)  conducted  a
comprehensive study on the impact of GMO
corn cultivation on agricultural practices and
regulatory  frameworks.  Their  findings
underscore the complex interplay between
genetic  modification,  crop  yields,  and  the
legal  landscape,  hinting  at  potential
implications  for  the  abundance  of  legal

professionals.  Meanwhile,  Doe  (2016)
explored  the  sociopolitical  dimensions  of
GMO  controversies,  offering  insights  into
the diverse legal battles that have arisen in
response  to  the  introduction  of  genetically
modified corn varieties.

Jones  (2020)  delved  into  the  economic
ramifications  of  GMO  corn  production,
delving  into  the  intricate  connections
between agricultural  policy,  trade disputes,
and legal disputes. The implications of their
work  suggest  a  potential  ripple  effect  into
the  legal  industry,  as  disputes  stemming
from GMO corn could potentially drive the
demand for legal services.

Venturing  beyond  the  realm  of  academic
research,  "The  Omnivore's  Dilemma"  by
Michael  Pollan  and  "Guns,  Germs,  and
Steel"  by  Jared  Diamond  offer  thought-
provoking  perspectives  on  the  intertwined
nature of agriculture, societal development,
and  legal  frameworks,  laying  the
groundwork for our exploration of the corn-
lawyer nexus.

Turning  to  the  realm  of  fiction,  John
Grisham's  legal  thrillers,  such  as  "The
Pelican  Brief"  and  "The  Firm,"  provide  an
intriguing parallel to our investigation. While
these novels may not directly address GMO
corn, they offer a tantalizing glimpse into the
captivating world of legal drama, providing a
literary backdrop for our own examination of
the legal implications of corn cultivation.

Additionally,  the  board  game  "Agricola,"
known  for  its  simulation  of  farm
management  and  decision-making,  serves
as a whimsical source of inspiration for our
research.  As  we  navigate  the  peculiar
terrain of GMO corn and legal practitioners,
the game's  strategic  elements humorously
parallel  our  endeavor  to  uncover  the
nuanced dynamics at play.

This eclectic array of sources sets the stage
for  our  exploration  of  the  enigmatic
correlation between GMO corn in Ohio and
the  proliferation  of  lawyers  in  the  United
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States, beckoning us to unravel the kernels
of  truth  hidden  within  this  unexpected
liaison.

3. Our approach & methods

To uncover the kernels of truth behind the
peculiar  correlation  between GMO corn  in
Ohio  and  the  number  of  lawyers  in  the
United States, our research team employed
a  multifaceted  approach  that  involved  a
combination  of  statistical  analysis,  data
mining,  and  a  healthy  dose  of  good  old-
fashioned skepticism. Harnessing the power
of data from the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) and the American Bar
Association (ABA), we embarked on a quest
to navigate through fields of corn and legal
documents,  armed  with  spreadsheets,
Python  code,  and  a  suspiciously  large
supply of popcorn.

Firstly, we gathered historical data spanning
from 2004 to 2022, capturing the ebbs and
flows of GMO corn utilization in the heart of
the  Buckeye  State  and  the  corresponding
fluctuations in the number of lawyers across
the  entire  United  States.  Our  mission:  to
scrutinize every data point with the careful
attention  one  would  give  to  separating  a
stubborn corn kernel from its cob.

With the assistance of advanced statistical
software  and  a  fervent  hope  that  we
wouldn't have to shuck any more data than
necessary,  we  calculated  correlation
coefficients,  scatter  plots,  and  performed
regressions  to  reveal  the  intricate  dance
between  corn  genetics  and  the  legal
profession.  Like a farmer grooming a field
for  maximum  harvest,  we  meticulously
examined the statistical  significance of our
findings, ensuring that our results were as
robust and reliable as a well-developed root
system.

Additionally,  we  engaged  in  extensive
literature  reviews,  tapping  into  obscure
academic journals and legal encyclopedias

in search of insights that could shed light on
this  enigmatic  relationship.  In  the  spirit  of
true academic inquiry, we sowed the seeds
of curiosity and skepticism, exploring every
nook  and  cranny  for  evidence  that  could
support or debunk our findings.

As  we  navigated  through  the  digital
haystack  of  agricultural  reports  and  legal
case studies, we exercised caution to avoid
any statistical weeds that could compromise
the  integrity  of  our  analysis.  It  quickly
became apparent that this journey was not
just  about  crunching  numbers,  but  about
peeling back the layers of the corn and legal
industries  to  reveal  the  unexpected
connections that lie beneath the surface.

In  sum,  our  methodology  blended  the
precision  of  statistical  analysis  with  the
inquisitiveness  of  an  intrepid  explorer,
culminating  in  a  research  endeavor  that
sought to extract the sweet nectar of truth
from the metaphorical cornfield of data. So,
with ears of corn and legal statutes in hand,
we  set  forth  on  this  unconventional  yet
undeniably  intriguing  pursuit,  fueled  by  a
thirst  for  knowledge  and  perhaps  a  slight
kernel of madness.

4. Results

The  analysis  of  the  data  spanning  from
2004 to 2022 revealed a surprisingly  high
correlation coefficient of 0.9715021 between
the  use  of  genetically  modified  organisms
(GMOs) in corn cultivation in Ohio and the
number of lawyers in the United States. This
strong correlation was further supported by
an r-squared value of 0.9438163, indicating
that over 94% of the variance in the number
of lawyers can be explained by the variation
in GMO corn use. The p-value of less than
0.01  demonstrated  the  statistical
significance of  this relationship,  leaving us
to  ponder  the  cornundrum  of  how  these
seemingly  unrelated  variables  are
connected.
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Fig. 1 illustrates the scatterplot depicting the
robust  positive  correlation  between  GMO
corn use in Ohio and the number of lawyers
in the United States,  with each data point
feeling a-maize-ingly  snug along the trend
line. It's as if the cornfield and the courtroom
have become unlikely dance partners in this
statistical tango.

The  strength  of  this  correlation  raises
eyebrows  almost  as  high  as  a  towering
cornstalk,  prompting  us  to  consider  the
potential  implications  of  GMO  corn
cultivation on the legal profession. Could it
be  that  the  legal  eagles  are  following  the
scent of maize, not money? Or perhaps the
contentious  debates  surrounding  GMO
regulations  are  spilling  over  into  legal
battles,  leaving  lawyers  to  uncover  the
kernels  of  truth  in  genetically  modified
disputes. These are just a few cornjectures
that we entertain in light of our findings.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  conclusion,  the  results  of  our  analysis
firmly establish an unanticipated relationship
between the use of GMOs in corn grown in
Ohio  and  the  number  of  lawyers  in  the
United  States.  This  research  opens  up  a
cornucopia  of  questions,  ripe  for  further
exploration  and  discussion.  As  we  glean
insights  from  this  unexpected  connection,
we invite  readers to join us in  sowing the
seeds of curiosity and reaping the kernel-y
rewards of interdisciplinary inquiry.

5. Discussion

The robust  correlation between GMO corn
in Ohio and the number of  lawyers in  the
United  States  unravels  a  tangled  web  of
possibilities.  Our  results  align  with  prior
research  by  Smith  et  al.  (2018),  whose
study  hinted at  the  legal  landscape  being
entwined  with  GMO  regulations.  The  high
correlation  coefficient  presented  here  not
only corroborates the link posited by Smith
et al., but it also adds a kernel of truth to the
notion  that  legal  eagles  may  indeed  be
following the scent of maize.

Moreover, our findings echo the insights of
Doe  (2016)  who  delved  into  the
sociopolitical  dimensions  of  GMO
controversies,  highlighting the legal battles
arising  from  genetically  modified  corn
varieties.  This  hints  at  the  courtroom
becoming  an  unexpected  venue  for  seed
disputes,  with  lawyers  donning  their  legal
ears of corn to sift through the cornplexities
of GMO litigation.

Jones  (2020)  also  foresaw  the  potential
ripple effect of GMO disputes into the legal
industry, and our results lend weight to this
cornjecture.  The  data  suggests  that  the
demand  for  legal  services  could  be
sprouting  from the fertile  ground of  GMO-
related  legal  quagmires,  as  lawyers
navigate  the  maize  of  regulations  and
litigations, all the while corn-templating their
place in this unexpected legal landscape.

The  statistically  significant  relationship
unearthed  in  our  study  prompts  us  to
consider the potential implications of GMO
corn  cultivation  on  the  legal  profession.
Perhaps the legal  ecosystem is  not  just  a
jungle,  but  also a corn  maze,  where laws
and regulations intertwine with the maize of
genetically modified corn. As we peel back
the  layers  of  this  curious  correlation,  a-
maize-ing  possibilities  emerge,  beckoning
researchers to plow through this uncharted
terrain.
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In  the context  of  our results,  the literature
review  offers  not  only  a  springboard,  but
also  a  cornucopia  of  diverse sources that
have laid the groundwork for understanding
this  unusual  connection.  While  the
relationship  between  GMO  corn  and
lawyers  may  seem  as  incongruous  as  a
stalk  of  corn  in  a  courtroom,  our  study
underscores  the  significance  of
interdisciplinary inquiry in sowing the seeds
of understanding in this intriguing nexus.

As we digest the cornucopia of findings and
corncepts  unveiled  by  this  investigation,  it
becomes  evident  that  the  corn-field  of
inquiry into GMO corn and its impact on the
legal  profession is  far  from corn-ventional.
This burgeoning area of research not only
serves to  enrich  our  understanding of  the
interplay between agriculture and the legal
landscape, but also invites us to ponder the
untrodden  paths  in  the  cornundrums  that
await.  With  kernels  of  curiosity  planted
firmly  in  our  minds,  we  eagerly  anticipate
the future bounty of insights that will flourish
from  the  fertile  ground  of  this  intriguing
correlation.

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unearthed a
rather intriguing correlation between the use
of  genetically  modified  organisms  (GMOs)
in corn cultivation in Ohio and the number of
lawyers  in  the  United  States.  The  robust
statistical  association  between  these
seemingly unrelated variables has not only
raised  eyebrows  but  also  conjured  up
images of courtroom dramas set in the heart
of a sprawling cornfield.

The findings of this study suggest that there
is more to GMOs than meets the eye – they
seem to have a far-reaching influence that
extends beyond the agricultural domain and
reaches  into  the  legal  sphere.  Perhaps
farmers and lawyers have more in common
than  we  previously  thought  –  they  both
thrive  on  arguments,  till  the  soil  (or  legal

briefs),  and  have  an  affinity  for  cultivating
their respective fields.

As  we  ponder  the  implications  of  this
unexpected  relationship,  we  must
acknowledge that our understanding of the
complex  interplay  between  GMO  use  in
corn and the legal  profession is  still  in  its
infancy.  While  some  may  view  this
correlation as corny or grainy, our analysis
has  certainly  shucked  the  conventional
wisdom  that  these  two  realms  are  wholly
independent.

In  the  spirit  of  interdisciplinary  inquiry,  we
urge future researchers to continue peeling
back  the  layers  of  this  cornucopia  of
questions. By doing so, we may harvest a
greater  understanding  of  the  nuanced
connections  between  agricultural  practices
and legal dynamics.

In  summary,  while  this  research  has
certainly provided some food for thought, it's
time to put a lid on the cornucopia – we can
confidently assert that no more research is
needed in this area. Let's leave this kernel
of knowledge to pop and settle like butter on
a  hot  cob,  while  we  turn  our  attention  to
other,  less  corny,  but  equally  significant
pursuits.
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