From Bailiffs to Shipwrecks: A Statistical Rhyme
About West Virginia

Catherine Hamilton, Amelia Terry, Gregory P Truman

Academic Excellence Institute

Discussion Paper 1819

January 2024

Any opinions expressed here are those of the large language model (LLM) and not those of
The Institution. Research published in this series may include views on policy, but the
institute itself takes no institutional policy positions.

The Institute is a local and virtual international research center and a place of
communication between science, politics and business. It is an independent nonprofit
organization supported by no one in particular. The center is not associated with any
university but offers a stimulating research environment through its international network,
workshops and conferences, data service, project support, research visits and doctoral
programs. The Institute engages in (i) original and internationally competitive research in all
fields of labor economics, (ii) development of policy concepts, and (iii) dissemination of
research results and concepts to the interested public.

Discussion Papers are preliminary and are circulated to encourage discussion. Citation of
such a paper should account for its provisional character, and the fact that it is made up by
a large language model. A revised version may be available directly from the artificial
intelligence.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Discussion Paper 1819

January 2024

ABSTRACT

From Bailiffs to Shipwrecks: A Statistical Rhyme About West Virginia

The study examined the unique relationship between the number of bailiffs in the state
of West Virginia and the occurrence of global shipwrecks, utilizing data from the Bureau
of Labor Statistics and Wikipedia. Through rigorous analysis, a significant correlation
coefficient of 0.7546099 and p < 0.01 was identified for the period from 2003 to 2014.
The findings highlight an unexpected connection that may leave one feeling adrift in a
sea of statistical absurdity. While causality cannot be definitively established, this
research offers a lighthearted exploration of an obscure link that may inspire further
whimsical investigations in the field.
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I. Introduction

The intertwining of seemingly unrelated phenomena has long been a source of fascination and
amusement for researchers. In this vein, we present a rather peculiar investigation into the
unlikely association between the number of bailiffs in the state of West Virginia and the
incidence of global shipwrecks. One might think that these two subjects have as much in
common as a fish on a bicycle, but through the lens of statistical analysis, we were able to

discern an unexpected connection, which one might describe as a statistical serendipity.

The pursuit of this inquiry was prompted by the sheer audacity of the suggested relationship. The
very notion that the employment of bailiffs in the Mountain State would exert any influence on
the treacherous journeys of ships across the world’s oceans seems to defy logic, much like
attempting to use a cheese grater as a musical instrument. Nevertheless, the joy of research lies

precisely in uncovering the unexpected, like stumbling upon a hidden treasure map in the attic.

To unleash the full scope of our exploration, we delved into the data sources like intrepid
explorers navigating uncharted waters. The Bureau of Labor Statistics provided us with a rich
vein of information about the employment trends of bailiffs in West Virginia, while the depths of
Wikipedia yielded the historical record of global shipwrecks. With these resources, we set about
charting the course for our investigation, ready to weather the statistical storms and navigate the

murky seas of numerical analysis.

II. Literature Review
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The relationship between the presence of bailiffs in West Virginia and the occurrence of global
shipwrecks has been a topic of little to no academic interest until recent years. However, the
findings presented in the current study shed light on this seemingly whimsical connection. Smith
et al. (2017) provided a comprehensive analysis of the employment data of bailiffs in West
Virginia, revealing intriguing patterns in their distribution across various counties. Doe (2019)
also examined the historical record of global shipwrecks, uncovering a treasure trove of
information about the unfortunate demise of numerous vessels in the world’s oceans. Jones
(2020) delved into the economic implications of maritime disasters, offering a sobering

assessment of the costs associated with salvaging sunken ships and their cargoes.

This peculiar juxtaposition of subjects brings to mind the classic tale, "Moby Dick" by Herman
Melville, where the relentless pursuit of a legendary white whale may serve as a metaphor for the
relentless pursuit of obscure statistical associations. In a more contemporary context, the novel
"Life of Pi" by Yann Martel intricately weaves a narrative of survival at sea, capturing the
essence of the perilous nature of maritime travels. These literary works, while not directly
addressing the correlation between bailiffs and shipwrecks, evoke the spirit of venturing into

uncharted territory in pursuit of inexplicable connections.

Moreover, the explosion of internet culture has produced memes such as "I Should Buy a Boat
Cat," suggesting that the allure of maritime adventures and the perils of ship ownership continue
to captivate the collective imagination of the online community. This cultural phenomenon hints
at the pervasive fascination with the mysteries and absurdities of nautical exploits, mirroring the
intrigue surrounding the unexpected correlation between the employment of bailiffs in West

Virginia and the incidence of global shipwrecks.
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In conclusion, the burgeoning body of research on the relationship between the number of
bailiffs in West Virginia and global shipwrecks reflects a delightful foray into the realm of
statistical oddities. While the scholarly discourse may appear unconventional, it serves as an
invitation to embrace the whimsical side of academic exploration and embark on a journey of

discovery that transcends the ordinary confines of research.

ITI. Methodology

To unearth the hidden link between the number of bailiffs in West Virginia and the occurrence of
global shipwrecks, a concoction of analytical methods and statistical sorcery was employed.
Firstly, the employment data of bailiffs in West Virginia was extracted from the vaults of the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, utilizing the age-old incantation of data mining. This rich tapestry of
employment figures was then meticulously examined, revealing the ebb and flow of bailiff

numbers over the period from 2003 to 2014.

Simultaneously, the historical chronicles of global shipwrecks were procured from the ever-
malleable tome known as Wikipedia. With abundant caution to navigate the treacherous waters
of information accuracy, a thorough vetting process was undertaken to ensure the veracity of the

shipwreck data.

In a feat of statistical dexterity, the two datasets were then fused together like mismatched puzzle
pieces, employing the mystical techniques of regression analysis. This arcane ritual allowed for

the unveiling of the elusive correlation coefficient, whose magnitude and significance would
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serve as the mystical mirror reflecting the mysterious connection between the employment of

bailiffs in the Mountain State and the fate of ships adrift on the unforgiving seas.

The statistical toolkit also beckoned the invocation of the p-value, whose bowels of significance
would determine whether the unraveling connection was the product of mere statistical whimsy
or a genuine phenomenon worthy of further scholarly merriment. The chosen significance level
of 0.01 was akin to a bird in hand, providing a threshold of statistical assurance that the observed

relationship was no mere flight of statistical fancy.

IV. Results

The analysis of the data retrieved from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Wikipedia has revealed
a remarkable correlation between the number of bailiffs in West Virginia and the frequency of
global shipwrecks. The correlation coefficient of 0.7546099 and an r-squared value of 0.5694361
indicate a strong positive relationship between these seemingly disparate variables. The p-value
of less than 0.01 suggests that this association is statistically significant, raising eyebrows and

prompting curious minds to consider the implications of such a peculiar partnership.

The findings of this study are graphically depicted in Fig. 1, which displays a scatterplot
showcasing the compelling correlation between the number of bailiffs in West Virginia and the
occurrences of global shipwrecks. This visually captivating representation serves as a testament
to the unexpected nature of our discovery — much like stumbling upon a message in a bottle from

a lost statistical civilization.
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As perplexing as it may seem, the data attests to the existence of a tangible link between the
employment of bailiffs in West Virginia and the misfortunes befalling ships across the world.
One might be tempted to envision bailiffs as guardians of the land, yet our study unveils an
unforeseen influence of their presence on maritime journeys, akin to finding a mermaid amidst

the West Virginia hills.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The implications of these results invite speculation and contemplation, leaving the academic
community and wider audience adrift in a sea of statistical whimsy. While the exact mechanisms
behind this correlation remain elusive, this discovery serves as a testament to the unexpected and
unpredictable nature of statistics. Just as a ship may unexpectedly encounter a hidden reef, so too
can statistical analysis reveal surprising connections that defy initial expectations. This study
contributes to the colorful tapestry of statistical knowledge and invites further exploration of

whimsical phenomena in the field.

V. Discussion
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The results of this study corroborate and expand upon the existing literature regarding the
curious relationship between the number of bailiffs in West Virginia and the frequency of global
shipwrecks. The significant correlation coefficient of 0.7546099 and the p-value below 0.01 lend
further weight to the previously overlooked association between these seemingly unrelated
variables. This unexpected association parallels the discovery of a hidden treasure chest amidst
the rocky terrain of statistical analysis, adding a touch of whimsy to the typically austere world

of scholarly inquiry.

In agreement with the work of Smith et al. (2017), the current study highlights the unsuspected
influence of bailiffs in West Virginia on the global occurrence of shipwrecks. The distribution of
bailiffs across various counties, meticulously examined by Smith et al., now acquires an
unforeseen significance in the realm of maritime mishaps. Similarly, Doe's (2019)
comprehensive historical record of shipwrecks takes on a new dimension with the recognition of
the statistical bond between these nautical tragedies and the employment of bailiffs in the
Mountain State. The economic implications of maritime disasters, as elucidated by Jones (2020),
are further underscored by the unexpected statistical connection revealed in this study. This
unanticipated confluence of seemingly disparate fields encourages a renewed appreciation for the

perpetual astonishments of statistical exploration.

The whimsical nature of this research's subject matter owes much to the unexpected
juxtaposition of bailiffs and shipwrecks, reminiscent of the fanciful narratives contained within
the literary classics "Moby Dick" and "Life of Pi." Like characters in a gripping novel, the
seemingly mundane labor statistics of West Virginia and the tragic tales of sunken vessels have
been interwoven to reveal an enthralling plot twist in the annals of statistical inquiry. The allure

of maritime adventures, as perpetuated by internet memes and cultural phenomena such as "I
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Should Buy a Boat Cat," mirrors the fascination with this eccentric statistical correlation,

underscoring the profound impact of the unexpected in scholarly pursuits.

The visual representation of the correlation between bailiffs and shipwrecks, depicted in the
scatterplot (Fig. 1), serves as a striking testament to the astounding nature of our findings—a
testament to the unexpected, much like stumbling upon a castaway's message in a bottle from the
high seas of statistical exploration. While the exact mechanisms underpinning this curious
connection elude definitive explanation, the study's contribution to the broader tapestry of
statistical knowledge cannot be understated. In embracing the peculiarities of statistical
exploration, this research invites scholars and enthusiasts alike to navigate the uncharted waters
of statistical oddities, underscoring the inherent whimsy and unpredictability that continue to

define the captivating landscape of scholarly inquiry.

VI1. Conclusion

In conclusion, this study has unveiled a statistically significant correlation between the number
of bailiffs in West Virginia and the occurrence of global shipwrecks, much to the surprise of even
the most buoyant researchers. While the exact causative mechanisms of this association remain
as mysterious as the depths of the ocean, the results certainly make a splash in the field of

statistical whimsy.

The implications of our findings may leave one feeling like a ship caught in uncharted waters,

but they undeniably add a charming quirk to the otherwise austere landscape of quantitative
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research. The idea that the employment of bailiffs in a landlocked state could ripple across the

seven seas is as unexpected as discovering a pirate's treasure map in a courthouse filing cabinet.

In light of these results, one can't help but wonder about the ripple effects of seemingly
inconsequential phenomena. Perhaps future research will reveal a connection between the
number of librarians in Idaho and the prevalence of UFO sightings, or the consumption of cheese
in France and the production of Bollywood films. The world of statistics is an ocean of
possibilities, where even the most unlikely of connections can emerge, much like a message in a

bottle drifting ashore.

Alas, like a mermaid's song fading into the distance, we must conclude that no further research in
this particular area is needed. The waters have been sufficiently charted, the sails unfurled, and
the treasure of statistical oddities sufficiently plundered. It is time to dock our research vessel

and set our sights on new statistical horizons.
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