
The Journal of Zealous Zoological Zingers (2024) 70, 51-62

Available online at www.tylervigen.com

ELSERVER

Roasting, Baking, and Drying Machines: The Curious 
Relationship Between Corny Jokes and Jet Fuel 
Consumption

Cameron Hughes, Anthony Torres, George P Thornton

Center for the Advancement of Research; Madison, Wisconsin

Abstract

In this paper, we delve into the seemingly unrelated worlds of food and tobacco roasting, baking, and 
drying machines and the consumption of jet fuel. We can't help but roast and bake some unintended 
connections, and we promise to not leave you high and dry. Using data from the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics and the Energy Information Administration, we sought to uncover any correlation between the 
number of food and tobacco roasting, baking, and drying machine operators and tenders in Indiana and 
the jet fuel used in Kiribati. Our findings revealed a correlation coefficient of -0.7414567, indicating a 
strong negative relationship between the two variables for the years 2003 to 2021, with p < 0.01. While 
the results are no laughing matter, we couldn't resist adding a bit of humor to the mix. It seems that a 
kernel of corny jokes may indeed be a significant predictor of jet fuel consumption. We encourage future 
researchers to take our findings with a grain of salt, and perhaps a dash of oregano.
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1. Introduction

Roasting, baking, and drying machines play
a  crucial  role  in  the  food  and  tobacco
industries, ensuring that our favorite snacks
and  smokes  are  perfectly  prepared  for
consumption.  Meanwhile,  the  consumption
of  jet  fuel  keeps  our  airplanes  soaring
through the skies, transporting people and
goods across the globe.  It  may seem like
these  two  domains  have  as  much  in
common as a chicken does with a jumbo jet,

but  our  research  aims  to  uncover  any
hidden connections.

As the saying goes, "Why don't we ever tell
secrets  on a  farm? Because the potatoes
have eyes and the corn has ears!" We can't
help  but  add  a  dash  of  humor  to  our
investigation  as  we  navigate  through  the
data to reveal  any meaningful  relationship
between  these  seemingly  disparate
phenomena.
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The Bureau of Labor Statistics provided us
with valuable information on the number of
food  and  tobacco  roasting,  baking,  and
drying  machine  operators  and  tenders  in
Indiana,  while  the  Energy  Information
Administration supplied the data on jet fuel
usage  in  Kiribati.  With  these  datasets  in
hand, we set out to crunch the numbers and
see if we could uncover any kernels of truth
in this deliciously bizarre pairing.

Now, it's time to address the elephant in the
room (or should I say, the corny joke in the
research  lab?):  our  findings  revealed  a
correlation  coefficient  of  -0.7414567.  In
other  words,  there  is  a  strong  negative
relationship  between  the  number  of  food
and  tobacco  roasting,  baking,  and  drying
machine operators  and tenders  in  Indiana
and the jet fuel used in Kiribati. It's as if the
more  machines  whirring  away  in  Indiana,
the less jet fuel is guzzled in Kiribati.

But wait, there's more! Did you hear about
the bakery that burned down? It was a real
crumbly mess! While our results may not be
cause for laughter just yet, it certainly adds
a pinch of whimsy to the world of research.
But  let's  not  get  too  carried  away  –  our
findings  hold  potential  implications  for
understanding  the  intricate  web  of  global
economic activities and energy consumption
patterns.

As  we  delve  deeper  into  this  thought-
provoking  conundrum,  we  hope  that  our
lighthearted  approach  will  infuse  a  bit  of
levity  into  the  often  serious  and  complex
world of academic research. After all,  who
said  delving  into  correlations  can't  be  a
roasting good time?

2. Literature Review

In  "The Impact  of  Industrial  Machinery  on
Energy Consumption," Smith et al. explore
the  relationship  between  various  industrial
machines  and  their  energy  consumption
patterns.  While  their  focus  is  broad,  the

findings shed light on the potential interplay
between food and tobacco roasting, baking,
and drying machines and energy usage in
different sectors.

As we turn the page into the world of fiction,
we  encounter  "The  Bakers'  Dilemma"  by
Alice  Doe.  This  novel  leads  us  into  the
realm  of  baking  and  culinary  pursuits,
offering  a  creative  backdrop  for
contemplating  the  intricacies  of  food
preparation  and  its  potential  impact  on
energy-related phenomena.

With  a  playful  nod  to  lighthearted  social
media musings, a tweet from @SnackAttack
reads,  "Looks like those cookie ovens are
baking  up  more  than  just  sweet  treats!
#FuelSavings  #TheGreatBake-Off."  While
seemingly frivolous, such observations from
the digital sphere remind us of the broader
cultural intrigue surrounding the operation of
industrial  machinery  and  its  unseen
reverberations.

Diving  into  non-fiction,  "The  Energy
Chronicles"  by  Professor  John  Jones
presents an in-depth exploration of energy
consumption  trends  across  industries.
Although  the  book  may  not  expressly
examine  roasting,  baking,  and  drying
machines, it provides a valuable context for
understanding  the  broader  energy
landscape in which our curious investigation
unfolds.

And now, a peek into the world of whimsy
with "The Roast Chronicles" by J.K. Roalin.
While not a scholarly work by any means,
this  tale  of  fantastical  roasting  adventures
invites us to embrace the unexpected and
perhaps find a kernel of insight hidden in the
depths of culinary imagination.

Turning to more serious literature, "Jet Fuel
Economics: A Comprehensive Analysis" by
Dr.  Emily  Smith  offers  a  comprehensive
examination of jet fuel consumption patterns
and  their  economic  implications.  While  it
may seem far  removed  from the world  of
food  and  tobacco  roasting,  baking,  and
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drying machines, the fundamental principles
of energy utilization underpin both domains.

In the midst of all  this scholarly discourse,
we can't help but digress for a moment. Did
you hear about the baker who quit making
donuts? He got tired of the hole business.
We hope our readers will  forgive this brief
interjection  of  levity  –  after  all,  who  says
academic  literature  reviews  can't  have  a
little fun?

3. Our approach & methods

To  unravel  the  perplexing  relationship
between the number  of  food and  tobacco
roasting,  baking,  and  drying  machine
operators and tenders in Indiana and the jet
fuel used in Kiribati, we employed a series
of  rigorous  research  methods.  Our
approach combined elements of quantitative
analysis, data mining, and a healthy dose of
good-natured  humor  to  ensure  a
comprehensive and entertaining exploration
of this curious connection.

First and foremost, we gathered data from
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  on  the
employment  figures  for  food  and  tobacco
roasting,  baking,  and  drying  machine
operators and tenders in Indiana. We then
turned our attention skyward and procured
data  from  the  Energy  Information
Administration  pertaining  to  the
consumption  of  jet  fuel  in  the  idyllic
archipelago  of  Kiribati.  As  the  old  adage
goes,  we  endeavored  to  leave  no  stone
unturned and no data point unexamined –
unless,  of  course,  that  stone  was
particularly well-roasted,  in which case we
couldn't resist a nibble.

With  our  datasets  in  hand,  we  employed
advanced  statistical  techniques,  including
correlation  analysis  and  regression
modeling,  to  tease  out  any  potential
associations  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  variables.  It  was  essential  to
ensure  that  our  methods  were  as

meticulous  as  a  master  baker  measuring
ingredients  –  although  we  found  that
statistical  significance  doesn't  always  rise
as  predictably  as  a  batch  of  perfectly
leavened dough.

We utilized a time-series analysis to capture
the  fluctuations  in  both  the  number  of
machine  operators  and  the  jet  fuel
consumption over the period spanning from
2003 to 2021.  This allowed us to observe
any  trends  or  patterns  that  might  emerge
over time, much like patiently waiting for the
timer  to  ding  on  a  particularly  intriguing
batch of cookies in the oven. 

Now, let's address the elephant in the room.
Or, in this case, the banana in the bread –
because  even  in  the  most  serious  of
research  endeavors,  there's  always  the
opportunity  for  a  delicious  pun.  We  must
acknowledge  that,  while  our  approach  to
methodological  rigor  was  as  robust  as  a
well-insulated oven, there is always a touch
of unpredictability when diving into the world
of  data  analysis.  Just  like  a  soufflé,
statistical  analysis  can  sometimes  rise  to
great heights, only to falter at the slightest
disturbance.

In  conclusion,  our  methodology  sought  to
blend the precision of scientific inquiry with
the  levity  of  lightheartedness,  creating  a
research  environment  that  was  both
intellectually rigorous and as enjoyable as a
well-timed punchline.  As we move forward
to  present  our  findings,  we  hope  that  our
approach  will  illuminate  the  potential  for
humor and curiosity to coexist in the realm
of  academic  exploration.  After  all,  it's  not
every day that one gets to crack jokes while
crunching  numbers  –  a  privilege  we don't
take  for  granted,  much  like  the  perfect
crunch of a well-baked potato chip.

4. Results

We present the results of our investigation
into  the  curious  relationship  between  the
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number  of  food  and  tobacco  roasting,
baking, and drying machine operators and
tenders in Indiana and the consumption of
jet fuel in Kiribati. The correlation coefficient
of  -0.7414567  indicates  a  strong  negative
relationship  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  variables  for  the  years  2003  to
2021.  Our  findings  boast  an  r-squared  of
0.5497581,  signifying  that  our  analysis
explains a whopping 54.98% of the variance
in  jet  fuel  usage  in  Kiribati.  Furthermore,
with  a  p-value  less  than  0.01,  we  can
confidently  conclude  that  this  negative
correlation is not a mere fluke.

Figure  1  illustrates  the  striking  negative
relationship between the two variables, akin
to  the  contrast  between  unseasoned
popcorn and a spicy curry – quite evident
and hard to ignore.

Ah, statistical significance - the closest thing
we  have  in  research  to  a  "dad  joke"
guarantee: it's either that or a bad pun, but I
digress.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These results suggest that there may be a
direct relationship between the operation of
roasting,  baking,  and  drying  machines  in
Indiana  and  the  demand  for  jet  fuel  in
Kiribati.  It  seems that  as the roasting and
baking activities in Indiana heat up, the jet
fuel  consumption  in  Kiribati  cools  down,
much  like  the  surprising  chill  that

accompanies the delivery of an unexpected
dad joke.

Unveiling such a strong negative correlation
may seem as improbable as finding a grain
of  pepper  in  a sugar cookie,  but  our data
does not lie. It appears that the number of
food  and  tobacco  roasting,  baking,  and
drying  machine  operators  and  tenders  in
Indiana wields a more significant influence
on jet fuel consumption in Kiribati than we
ever imagined. This unexpected relationship
underscores  the  complex  interplay  of
economic activities in distant corners of the
globe.

In  conclusion,  our  research  offers  a
compelling  glimpse  into  the
interconnectedness of seemingly disjointed
sectors.  As  we  continue  to  ponder  the
ramifications of our findings, we cannot help
but  sprinkle  a  bit  of  lightheartedness onto
this  otherwise  serious  discourse.  After  all,
what's  a  research  paper  without  a  subtle
jest or two to keep the reader on his or her
toes?

5. Discussion

In  our investigation,  we set  out  to explore
the  seemingly  perplexing  connection
between the number  of  food and  tobacco
roasting,  baking,  and  drying  machine
operators  and  tenders  in  Indiana  and  the
consumption  of  jet  fuel  in  Kiribati.  Our
findings  have  unveiled  a  substantial
negative  correlation  between  these  two
variables,  echoing the apparent  enigma of
finding a sandwich in every toaster across
the globe.

The supportive tendrils of our results reach
back to the literature review, embracing the
salient  notions  presented  by  Smith  et  al.,
Doe’s  delightful  fiction,  the  curious  Twitter
musings of  @SnackAttack,  the engrossing
work  of  Professor  John  Jones,  and  the
whimsy  of  J.K.  Roalin’s  "The  Roast
Chronicles."  These  diverse  sources,  while
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varied in their levels of scholarly robustness,
collectively hinted at the potential  interplay
between food and tobacco roasting, baking,
and  drying  machines  and  energy
consumption.  Much  like  the  surprise
ingredient  in  a  recipe,  our  results  have
confirmed  the  hinted  confluence  of  these
seemingly  disparate  elements,  shining  a
light on the profound impact of corny jokes
on jet fuel usage that few expected from an
oven operator in the American heartland.

Our  findings  provide  empirical  support  for
the  comical  assertion  that  these  roasting,
baking,  and  drying  machines  may  indeed
hold the key to substantial deviations in jet
fuel  consumption.  Much  like  a  punchline
that  catches us  off  guard,  the  strength  of
this  relationship has taken us by surprise,
emphasizing  the  intricate  complexity  of
economic  activities  and  their  unforeseen
connections  across  distant  geographical
domains.

So,  dear  readers,  let  us  toast  to  the
unexpected and celebrate the resilience of
statistical  analysis  in  revealing  latent
relationships,  much  like  the  resilience
needed to endure one too many dad jokes
at  a  family  gathering.  As  researchers,  we
stand  on  the  edge  of  understanding  a
curious nexus between the culinary and the
aeronautical,  no  doubt  with  a  tinge  of
laughter in our eyes and a dash of oregano
in our theories. The journey continues, and
the  whimsy  of  the  unknown  beckons  us
forward.

6. Conclusion

In  the  grand  finale  of  our  whimsical  yet
puzzling investigation, we have unearthed a
surprisingly  strong  negative  correlation
between the number  of  food and  tobacco
roasting,  baking,  and  drying  machine
operators  and  tenders  in  Indiana  and  the
consumption of jet fuel in Kiribati. It's almost
as  if  the  scent  of  freshly  baked  bread  in
Indiana has the mysterious power to make

the jet fuel in Kiribati say, "I loaf you, but I
need some space."

Our findings offer a novel perspective on the
interconnectedness  of  global  energy
consumption and economic activities. It's as
if  the roar of roasting machines in Indiana
creates  a  ripple  effect,  causing  jet  fuel
consumption in Kiribati to take a nosedive.
One could  even say  it's  a  "roast-to-coast"
phenomenon!

As we bid ado to this offbeat endeavor, we
hope our research has added a sprinkle of
delight  to the world of academia.  After all,
who  doesn't  appreciate  a  good  statistical
correlation  paired  with  a  well-timed  dad
joke?

In  the  spirit  of  scientific  discovery  and  a
good pun, we assert with a smile that further
research in this area is as unnecessary as a
decaffeinated espresso machine – it's  just
not worth the grind!
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