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Abstract

In this groundbreaking research, we delve into the unexpected connection between the number of 
university engineering teachers in Kansas and the final point scored by National Lacrosse Champions. 
Despite the seemingly unrelated nature of these variables, our study reveals a strong correlation that 
challenges conventional wisdom. Utilizing data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Wikipedia, we 
conducted a thorough analysis spanning from 2005 to 2022, unearthing a correlation coefficient of 
0.7923910 with a p-value less than 0.01. The results not only provide empirical evidence of this surprising
link but also ignite curiosity about the underlying mechanisms driving this association. It's safe to say that 
we hit the sweet spot when it comes to uncovering unforeseen connections, just like finding the perfect 
balance between engineering equations and lacrosse goal kicks.
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1. Introduction

The intersection of academia and athletics
has  often  been  a  topic  of  interest,  albeit
more commonly focused on the impact  of
sports  on  academic  performance  rather
than  the  connection  between  university
faculty  and  sports  achievements.  While  it
may  seem  like  comparing  apples  to
oranges, or perhaps more aptly, calculators
to  lacrosse  sticks,  our  research  aims  to

unravel the enigmatic relationship between
the  number  of  university  engineering
teachers in Kansas and the final  points of
National Lacrosse Champions. It's a bit like
trying  to  find  the  common  denominator
between differential equations and lacrosse
strategies - a real head-scratcher!

The world of academia is often stereotyped
as  bookish  and  sedentary,  whereas  the
sporting  world  conjures  images  of
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athleticism  and  vigor.  However,  we  are
about to present findings that will challenge
these  stereotypes  and  possibly  make  you
wonder  if  the  professors  are  secretly
moonlighting  as lacrosse coaches,  or  vice
versa.  This  study,  much  like  a  well-timed
punchline, aims to bring some unexpected
levity to the scholarly world.

As  we  embark  on  this  unconventional
investigative  journey,  it  is  crucial  to
acknowledge  the  novelty  and  peculiar
nature  of  our  research  question.  It's  like
trying to explain the laws of physics to a cat
-  some  things  just  defy  traditional
explanation.  Nonetheless,  we  assure  you
that  our  approach is  grounded in  rigorous
statistical analysis, which we hope will shed
light on this unusual correlation and possibly
elicit a chuckle or two alongside some food
for thought.  Just like a good dad joke, we
aim  to  entertain  while  delivering  a  solid
punchline of scientific inquiry.

The research conducted herein is not only
intended  to  broaden  our  understanding  of
the  intricate  web  of  factors  that  influence
athletic  success  but  also  to  provoke  a
reevaluation  of  the  assumptions  we  make
about the educational and athletic spheres.
It's akin to solving a complex puzzle while
enjoying  a  game  of  catch  -  finding
unexpected connections where none were
thought to exist. Let's peel back the layers
of this unexplored relationship and see if we
can  engineer  a  new perspective  that's  as
surprising  as  accidentally  scoring  a  goal
with a stray lacrosse stick.

2. Literature Review

Upon delving into the existing literature,  a
plethora  of  studies  have  focused  on  the
influence  of  faculty  dynamics  on  various
aspects  of  academic  and  professional
arenas.  Smith  et  al.  (2017)  analyzed  the
impact of faculty demographics on student
enrollment  patterns,  while  Doe  (2019)
explored  the  correlation  between  faculty

research  output  and  university  ranking.
Jones  (2015)  investigated  the  relationship
between  faculty-to-student  ratio  and
academic  performance.  These  studies
reflect the conventional view of academia as
an entity distinct  from the realm of  sports,
mirroring  the  perception  that  engineering
and lacrosse are as unrelated as a bad pun
at a serious academic conference.

Now,  turning  attention  to  non-fiction
literature,  "Engineering:  A  Very  Short
Introduction" by David Blockley provides a
comprehensive  overview  of  the  principles
and applications of  engineering,  offering a
glimpse  into  the  structured  world  of
mathematical  equations  and  scientific
problem-solving.  Conversely,  "The  History
of  Lacrosse"  by  David  G.  Pietramala  and
Neil  S.  Grauer traces the evolution of  this
sport  from  its  indigenous  origins  to  its
modern-day prominence, shedding light on
the  strategic  and  physical  aspects  of  the
game.  It's  like  balancing  equations  with
lacrosse sticks -  a real exercise in  mental
gymnastics!

On to fictional works that seemingly share a
thematic  parallel,  we  encounter  "The  Da
Vinci Code" by Dan Brown, a tale of cryptic
puzzles and intellectual prowess, akin to the
strategic  maneuvers  on  a  lacrosse  field.
Similarly,  "The  Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the
Galaxy"  by  Douglas  Adams  presents  a
whimsical  journey  through  unknown  and
unexpected  realms,  not  unlike  the
unpredictable relationship we are exploring
between  engineering  faculty  and  lacrosse
champions.  It's  as  if  Sherlock  Holmes
traded in his magnifying glass for a lacrosse
stick and pipe for a pocket protector!

In  a  deviation  from  traditional  scholarly
sources,  a comprehensive exploration  into
the  subject  matter  was  pursued,  including
an  analysis  of  obscure  sources  such  as
grocery lists, fortune cookie messages, and
even  the  existential  ruminations  of  a
particularly chatty houseplant. As they say,
when the going gets  tough,  the  tough sift
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through CVS receipts for valuable insights!
And  oh,  the  wisdom that  can  be  gleaned
from  deciphering  the  enigmatic  codes  of
discount  coupons  -  a  treasure  trove  of
unexpected correlations indeed.

These  diverse  sources together  provide  a
panoramic view of the relationship between
the  number  of  university  engineering
teachers in Kansas and the final  points of
National  Lacrosse  Champions.  As  we
unearth the unexpected ties between these
seemingly  disparate  domains,  it  becomes
evident  that  perhaps there  is  more to  the
equation  than  meets  the  eye,  much  like
discovering  a  secret  compartment  in  a
lacrosse stick.

3. Our approach & methods

To  investigate  the  perplexing  correlation
between  the  number  of  university
engineering  teachers  in  Kansas  and  the
final  points  of  National  Lacrosse
Champions, our research team employed a
mix of quantitative analysis and data mining
that could be likened to a well-executed play
on the field – a combination of strategy and
agility. Just like a seasoned lacrosse player
adeptly maneuvering through defenders, we
navigated  through  data  sources  including
the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  and
Wikipedia,  spanning  the  years  2005  to
2022,  to  gather  relevant  information.  We
then applied statistical methods that are as
reliable  as  a  dependable  goalie  guarding
the net, albeit without the protective gear.

Our  primary  step  involved  calculating  the
number  of  university  engineering  teachers
in  Kansas  over  the  study  period,  drawing
from  official  employment  records  and
institutional data. Concurrently, we obtained
the  final  points  scored  by  the  National
Lacrosse  Champions,  meticulously
compiling this data from reputable sources
that would make any librarian proud. Once
the  data  was  in  our  grasp,  analysis
commenced  with  the  precision  of  an

engineer  crafting  a  new  invention,  using
complex statistical techniques that, unlike a
physics  equation,  we promise  won't  make
your head spin.

The correlation coefficient and p-value were
computed  using  sophisticated  statistical
software,  which,  much  like  a  reliable
referee, ensured that our findings were fair
and  accurate.  This  allowed  us  to  quantify
the  strength  and  significance  of  the
relationship  between  the  number  of
engineering  teachers  and  lacrosse
champions'  final  points,  unveiling  a
connection  that's  as  unexpected  as  an
algebra problem in a dodgeball game. 

To  further  validate  our  findings,  we
conducted  sensitivity  analyses  and
robustness checks, ensuring that our results
held  up  under  various  scenarios  and
assumptions.  This  meticulous  approach,
akin  to  double-checking  data  for  errors,
fortified  the  credibility  of  our  conclusions
and  left  no  room  for  doubt,  much  like  a
secured  goalpost  proudly  standing  its
ground.

Finally,  we  compared  our  results  with
existing  literature  on  unconventional
correlations  and  unexpected  relationships,
showcasing  the  unique  nature  of  our
findings  and  positioning  them  within  the
broader scientific context. We then engaged
in  a  lighthearted  moment  of  reflection,
asking ourselves if this correlation was the
grand slam of  interdisciplinary connections
or simply a curveball thrown by coincidence.
Just like a parenthetical aside in a scholarly
article, we certainly infused some scholarly
seriousness  into  eyebrow-raising
correlations.

4. Results

Our analysis of the relationship between the
number  of  university  engineering  teachers
in  Kansas  and  the  final  points  scored  by
National Lacrosse Champions from 2005 to
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2022  revealed  a  remarkably  robust  and
statistically  significant  correlation.  The
correlation  coefficient  of  0.7923910
indicates  a  strong  positive  relationship
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.  It's  as  if  the  engineers  and
lacrosse players are in perfect harmony, like
two sides of the same scientific coin.

The  r-squared  value  of  0.6278835  further
underscores the strength of this association,
suggesting  that  approximately  63% of  the
variation  in  lacrosse  championship  final
points can be explained by the number of
engineering  teachers  in  Kansas.  In  other
words, there's more to engineering than just
crunching  numbers  –  it  seems  to  have  a
tangible impact on the lacrosse field. We'd
say  this  correlation  has  real  "magnitude"!
(Get  it?  Because  r-squared  measures  the
magnitude of  the relationship? No? Tough
crowd.)

Notably,  the  p-value  of  less  than  0.01
provides  strong  evidence  against  the  null
hypothesis, indicating that this correlation is
highly unlikely to have occurred by chance
alone.  It's  as  if  we've  not  only  found  a
needle in a haystack but also managed to
fashion a tiny lacrosse stick out of it!  This
level of statistical significance reinforces the
credibility of our findings and suggests that
there  is  indeed  an  intriguing  connection
between the academic realm of engineering
and the competitive world of lacrosse.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Additionally, our visual representation of the
data  in  Figure  1  captures  the  essence  of
this  correlation,  depicting  a  clear  and
unmistakable  pattern  between  the number
of university engineering teachers in Kansas
and  the  final  points  attained  by  National
Lacrosse  Champions.  It's  like  a  beautiful
dance  between  two  partners  who,  at  first
glance,  seemed  unlikely  to  join  forces  on
the scientific and athletic stage.

Our  findings  not  only  defy  traditional
expectations  but  also  open  up a  world  of
possibilities  for  exploring  the
interconnectedness of  seemingly  disparate
domains.  It's  as  though  we've  stumbled
upon a secret formula that binds academic
expertise and athletic prowess together in a
harmonious  symphony.  And  speaking  of
secret  formulas,  we'd  like  to  think  of  our
research as unraveling a scientific mystery
with the finesse of Sherlock Holmes and the
agility  of  a  lacrosse  midfielder  -  because
who says academia can't have a little flair?

In  conclusion,  our  study  establishes  a
compelling correlation between the number
of university engineering teachers in Kansas
and  the  final  points  scored  by  National
Lacrosse  Champions,  challenging
preconceived  notions  and  inviting  further
investigation  into  this  unanticipated
relationship. It's like a surprise plot twist in a
scientific  thriller  –  unexpected,  yet
undeniably exhilarating.

Stay  tuned  for  more  unexpected
connections  and  statistical  humor  in  our
upcoming publications!

5. Discussion

Our study has shed light on the fascinating
connection  between  the  number  of
university  engineering  teachers  in  Kansas
and  the  final  points  scored  by  National
Lacrosse  Champions,  revealing  a
surprisingly  robust  and  statistically
significant  correlation.  Our  findings  align
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with  previous  research  that  explores
unexpected  relationships  in  seemingly
unrelated  domains,  demonstrating  that
academia  and  athletics  may  share  more
common ground than meets the eye. 

The strong positive correlation coefficient of
0.7923910 observed in our study indicates a
compelling  relationship  between  the  two
variables.  This  correlation  coefficient  is
higher than the odds of getting a laugh from
a dad joke at a family gathering - and trust
us,  that's  quite  high!  Our  results  not  only
support the hypothesis that there is indeed
a  connection  between  the  academic
expertise  of  engineering  teachers  and  the
athletic prowess of lacrosse champions but
also suggest that this association is far from
arbitrary.

Furthermore,  the  r-squared  value  of
0.6278835 provides additional  evidence of
the strength of this association, highlighting
the substantial  influence of  the number  of
engineering teachers in Kansas on the final
points  scored  by  National  Lacrosse
Champions.  The  r-squared  value  here  is
about  as  impressive  as  a  perfect  spiral
throw on the lacrosse field – it just hits the
mark!

The  statistically  significant  p-value  of  less
than 0.01 further bolsters the credibility  of
our findings,  indicating that this correlation
is  highly  unlikely  to  have  occurred  by
chance  alone.  It's  like  finding  the  missing
piece of a lacrosse stick in a haystack – not
only  improbable  but  also  remarkably
serendipitous. Our results support the idea
that  there  is  a  tangible  and  meaningful
relationship between the academic domain
of engineering and the competitive world of
lacrosse,  challenging  traditional
assumptions and inviting a rethinking of the
interplay between disparate fields.

Our  findings,  combined  with  the  existing
literature,  emphasize  the  need  to  look
beyond  conventional  boundaries  and
explore  the  unexpected  connections  that

may underlie seemingly disjointed domains.
This  study  serves  as  a  reminder  that  the
world  of  academia  and  sports  is  not  as
distinct  as it  may appear  at  first  glance –
much like a well-crafted dad joke, there can
be  layers  of  unexpected  depth  and
connection waiting to be uncovered.

As we continue to unravel the mysteries of
intertwined disciplines, it's clear that there's
more to this equation than meets the eye.
Our research opens the door to a realm of
unanticipated  correlations,  beckoning
researchers  to  explore  the  uncharted
territory  of  unorthodox  relationships  and
uncover  the  humor and unexpected twists
that  underlie  the  scholarly  pursuit  of
knowledge. So, grab your lacrosse stick and
pocket protector, because we're just getting
started on this scientific adventure!

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our research has unveiled a
surprisingly  strong correlation between the
number  of  university  engineering  teachers
in  Kansas  and  the  final  points  scored  by
National Lacrosse Champions. It seems that
when  it  comes  to  academic  prowess  and
athletic  achievements,  there's  more  than
meets the eye – kind of like finding a hidden
pun in a serious academic paper!

The  statistically  significant  correlation
coefficient  and  r-squared  value  indicate  a
substantial  relationship  that  defies
conventional  expectations,  much  like  a
successful backhand shot in lacrosse. And
with a p-value of less than 0.01, it's safe to
say that this connection is no fluke – it's as
real  as  the  existence  of  dad  jokes  in  the
academic world (which is to say, very real
indeed).

Our  findings  not  only  challenge  traditional
boundaries  between  academia  and  sports
but also invite further contemplation on the
intertwined nature of these domains. It's like
discovering that your math professor is also
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a lacrosse coach – unexpected,  but  oddly
fitting once you think about it. Our research,
much  like  a  well-timed  dad  joke,  aims  to
bring  some  light-hearted  amusement
alongside thought-provoking revelations.

Lastly, we assert that no further research is
needed in this area; we've hit the nail on the
head  more  soundly  than  a  lacrosse  ball
finding  the  goal  post.  This  unexpected
connection has been thoroughly examined,
and  it's  time  to  pass  the  torch  to  other
researchers  to  uncover  equally  surprising
correlations.  We've  certainly  laid  the
groundwork for future studies to take a shot
at  uncovering  unexpected  connections  –
and  who  knows,  maybe  they'll  find
something even more amusing than a dad
joke hidden in our data!
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