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Abstract

In this study, we investigate a peculiar connection between the number of gas plant operators in
North Carolina and Google searches for "why do I have green poop." While the relationship may
seem like a stinky association at first glance, our findings reveal a surprising correlation. Utilizing
data from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Google Trends, we applied statistical analysis to
explore the trend from 2004 to 2022. To our amusement, the correlation coefficient of 0.7605981
and  p-value  less  than  0.01  indicate  a  robust  relationship  between  these  seemingly  unrelated
variables.  These findings prompt  further  inquiry into the  potential  factors  influencing such a
connection and raise questions as to whether digestive discomfort may be linked to occupational
environments. Our work highlights the importance of delving into unexpected correlations and
the potential for uncovering fascinating, albeit humorous, insights.

1.  Introduction

As  researchers,  we  often  find  ourselves  knee-deep  in  data,  seeking  to  unravel  the
mysteries and correlations that lie within. In this pursuit, we stumble across unexpected
relationships that leave us both scratching our heads and chuckling quietly to ourselves.
One such peculiar association piqued our interest: the number of gas plant operators in
North Carolina and the frequency of internet searches for "why do I have green poop."
While these topics may seem like an odd couple at a blind date, our investigation has
uncovered  an  intriguing  link  that,  if  nothing  else,  has  provided  us  with  some  good
conversational fodder at academic soirees.
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Gas plants, those unsung heroes of energy production, and the phenomenon of green-
hued fecal matter may not appear to have much in common at first glance. However, as
we delved into the labyrinth of data, they revealed an unexpected dance of statistical
significance. The notion of connecting gastrointestinal distress with the operation of gas
plants  could  be  lightsome  were  it  not  for  the  robust  statistical  evidence  we  have
unearthed. The correlation coefficient of 0.7605981 and a p-value less than 0.01 invite us
to consider the potential link between the two seemingly unrelated variables.

The purpose of this study is not merely to entertain ourselves with peculiar associations
but to prompt further inquiry into the factors underlying such connections. It is with great
amusement and scholarly curiosity that we present our findings, acknowledging that the
intertwining  of  seemingly  unrelated  realms  can  lead  to  captivating,  if  not  slightly
whimsical, insights.

So, without further ado, let us embark on this journey of discovery, where the banal and
the bizarre intersect in the search for understanding.

2.  Literature Review

Smith and Doe (2010) delve into the intricate world of occupational indicators and their
unexpected associations in their study "Workplace Factors in the 21st Century." While
their  focus  lies  primarily  on  traditional  markers  of  occupational  health,  their  work
inadvertently  touches  upon  the  potential  influence  of  occupational  environments  on
gastrointestinal phenomena. Jones et al. (2015) further examine the dynamics of internet
search behavior in their paper "Navigating the Digital Frontier," shedding light on the
correlations between online inquiries and societal trends. However, none of these studies
directly address the comical connection we have stumbled upon in our investigation.

The  exploration  of  gastrointestinal  discomfort  and  its  potential  links  to  occupational
settings may seem like an unusual departure from conventional research paths, but as the
saying goes, truth is often stranger than fiction. In keeping with this sentiment, works of
non-fiction literature such as "Gut:  The Inside Story of Our Body's  Most  Underrated
Organ" by Giulia Enders and "The Hungry Brain: Outsmarting the Instincts That Make
Us Overeat" by Stephan Guyenet provide valuable insights into the world of digestive
health,  reminding  us  that  the  inner  workings  of  our  bodies  can  lead  to  unexpected
surprises. Likewise, the fictional realm offers its own peculiar interpretations, with books
like "The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle" by Haruki Murakami and "Gravity's Rainbow" by
Thomas Pynchon weaving intricate, cryptic narratives that may perhaps resonate with the
enigmatic correlation we have unearthed.

As researchers, it is important to expand our horizons and draw inspiration from diverse
sources, including popular culture. In the pursuit of understanding the human experience,
certain television programs such as "Dirty Jobs" and "Mystery Diagnosis" have provided
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intriguing  glimpses  into  the  intricacies  of  occupational  environments  and  medical
enigmas. The parallel drawn between the number of gas plant operators and the quest for
answers to green-hued fecal mysteries may, at  first  glance,  appear lighthearted,  but it
underscores the often unpredictable nature of scientific inquiry.

In the interplay between empirical research and the subtle quirks of everyday life, we find
both illumination and amusement. As we navigate the scholarly landscape, it is essential
to embrace the unexpected and, dare we say, entertaining connections that arise, for in
doing  so,  we may stumble  upon delightful  revelations  that  challenge  and  enrich  our
understanding.

3.  Research Approach

To uncover the curious correlation between the number of gas plant operators in North
Carolina and Google searches for "why do I have green poop," we employed a blend of
analytical methods and data sources. Our approach was as rigorous as it was lighthearted,
and we vow to dissect and scrutinize the data just as much as we enjoy a good poop joke.

First and foremost, we scoured the Bureau of Labor Statistics for comprehensive and,
dare we say, riveting details on the employment numbers in the gas plant industry. We
examined the data from 2004 to 2022, fully immersing ourselves in the rollercoaster ride
of employment figures. With each fluctuation, we couldn't help but ponder the potential
gastrointestinal rumblings of those brave souls toiling in the gas plant trenches.

In  addition  to  perusing  the  venerable  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics,  we  shamelessly
frequented Google Trends, where we uncovered the frequency of searches for "why do I
have green poop." Our team of intrepid researchers braved the murky depths of internet
searches,  navigating  the  labyrinth  of  information  with  as  much  determination  as
amusement. And amidst the waves of search data, it became abundantly clear that the
quest for understanding unusual bathroom occurrences knows no bounds.

With  these  data  sources  in  hand,  we  embarked  on  a  statistical  odyssey,  wielding
correlation analysis with the grace of a gymnast and the precision of a mathematician. We
calculated  the  correlation  coefficient  with  the  weight  of  scholarly  curiosity  and  the
twinkle of bewilderment in our eyes. And when the p-value emerged from the statistical
ether,  we  scrutinized  its  significance  with  the  solemnity  befitting  a  discovery  of
groundbreaking importance—albeit one that elicits a chuckle or two.

We mustn't neglect to mention the countless cups of coffee, the occasional eye-roll at
improbable discoveries, and the subtle exchange of knowing glances among the research
team as we ventured through the myriad twists and turns of data analysis. For, in the
pursuit of knowledge, the journey is just as exhilarating and unpredictable as the final
reveal.
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In summary, our methodology blended the painstaking analysis of numerical data with a
dash of wry humor, ensuring that our investigation remained both academically rigorous
and delightfully offbeat.  With our methods as our guide,  we unveiled the unexpected
correlation  between  gas  plant  operators  and  green  poop  queries,  inviting  further
exploration  into  the  peculiar  intersecting  realms  of  employment  and  gastrointestinal
inquiries.

4.  Findings

Our analysis revealed a striking correlation between the number of gas plant operators in
North  Carolina  and  Google  searches  for  "why  do  I  have  green  poop."  Despite  the
seemingly incongruous nature of these variables, our statistical investigation uncovered a
robust relationship, much to our surprise and amusement.

The correlation coefficient of 0.7605981 signifies a strong positive association between
the two variables. This finding indicates that as the number of gas plant operators in
North Carolina increases, there is a concurrent rise in Google searches related to green
stool  queries.  The  R-squared  value  of  0.5785095  further  emphasizes  the  substantial
proportion of variation in green poop searches that can be explained by the variation in
the number of gas plant operators.

Figure  1  depicts  the  scatterplot  illustrating  the  notable  correlation  between  these
seemingly unrelated factors,  showcasing the intriguing pattern that  emerged from our
analysis.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While  the  connection  between  gas  plant  operators  and queries  regarding  green  poop
raises eyebrows and elicits a chuckle, our findings underscore the value of investigating
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unanticipated correlations  and the potential  for revealing unexpected insights.  Further
exploration is warranted to unveil the underlying mechanisms driving this correlation and
its implications for occupational and digestive health.

Our discovery serves as a reminder that the world of research is not devoid of humor and
unexpected  surprises,  providing  us  with  a  healthy  dose  of  academic  amusement  and
contemplation.

5.  Discussion on findings

In our investigation, we have unraveled an unexpected yet robust correlation between the
number of gas plant operators in North Carolina and Google searches for "why do I have
green poop." While this curious connection may initially evoke amusement, our findings
present an intriguing avenue for further inquiry.

Our results align with the intriguing works examined in the literature review, showcasing
the often unpredictable nature of scientific inquiry. The studies by Smith and Doe (2010)
and  Jones  et  al.  (2015)  inadvertently  hint  at  the  potential  influence  of  occupational
environments on gastrointestinal phenomena, reflecting the unconventional link we have
unearthed. Through our statistical analysis, we have provided empirical support for the
existence  of  this  unforeseen  correlation,  echoing  the  sentiment  that  truth  is  indeed
stranger than fiction.

The correlation coefficient of 0.7605981 and a p-value less than 0.01 attest to the notable
strength and statistical significance of the relationship between the number of gas plant
operators and green poop inquiries. Our findings resonate with the notion that the inner
workings of our bodies can lead to unexpected surprises, as explored in non-fiction works
such as "Gut: The Inside Story of Our Body's Most Underrated Organ" by Giulia Enders.
Furthermore, our discovery aligns with the subtly unconventional interpretations found in
fictional literature, illuminating the enigmatic correlation akin to the cryptic narratives of
"Gravity's Rainbow" by Thomas Pynchon.

By  embracing  the  unpredictable  and  entertaining  connections  that  arise,  we  have
stumbled  upon  delightful  revelations  that  challenge  conventional  understanding.  Our
work exemplifies the inherent amusement and contemplation that the scholarly landscape
offers,  reinforcing  the  value  of  examining  unconventional  relationships  and  drawing
inspiration from diverse sources, including popular culture.

In pursuing further exploration of this correlation, we can potentially uncover insights
with implications for both occupational and digestive health. This unusual connection
serves as a humorous yet thought-provoking reminder of the unexpected surprises that the
world of research can unveil, guiding us toward future investigations that may shed light
on the underlying mechanisms driving such peculiar associations.
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6.  Conclusion

In conclusion, our study has shed light on the unforeseen link between the number of gas
plant operators in North Carolina and the frequency of Google searches for "why do I
have  green  poop."  While  this  correlation  may  seem to  belong  more  in  the  realm of
comedic  sketches  than  academic  research,  our  robust  statistical  findings  cannot  be
disregarded. The significant correlation coefficient of 0.7605981 and a p-value less than
0.01 have left us both perplexed and amused by the unexpected dance of data.

As we wrap up our analysis, it is essential to acknowledge the limitations of our study.
Although we have established a strong correlation, further investigations are necessary to
understand  the  potential  mechanisms  driving  this  unexpected  relationship.  Perhaps
delving into the dietary habits of gas plant operators or environmental factors related to
gas  plant  operation  could  offer  insights  into  the  gastrointestinal  intrigue  we  have
uncovered.

In a field often characterized by its seriousness, our findings serve as a gentle reminder of
the whimsical nature of research.  The intertwined worlds of gas plant operations and
green stool queries have provided us with intellectual amusement and an opportunity to
appreciate the unpredictable charm of statistical analysis.

With that said, it is our firm belief that further research in this area is unnecessary. The
lighthearted curiosity and statistical serendipity we have encountered in this inquiry serve
as  a  testament  to  the  potential  for  unexpected  discoveries  in  the  world  of  academic
exploration. It is time to bid adieu to this study and allow its findings to linger as a source
of scholarly amusement and contemplation.
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