
*The Galactic Research Consortium Review
2024 Vol. 16, No. 2, 520-534

Copyleft The Galactic Research Consortium, no rights 
reserved.  Contents may be shared with whoever you feel 
like.  They can be copied, emailed, posted to a list-serv, 
printed out and tacked on a colleague's office door. 
Whatever you want. 

THE SEARCH FOR EXTRA-TERRESTRIAL
PHYSICISTS: A COSMIC CORRELATION BETWEEN

PHYSICISTS IN CONNECTICUT AND GOOGLE
SEARCHES FOR 'E.T. PHONE HOME'

Chloe Hernandez, Ava Turner, Giselle P Todd

Institute of Advanced Studies

In this paper, we explore the captivating correlation between the number of physicists in Connecticut
and the frequency of Google searches for the iconic phrase "E.T. phone home". With a dabble in data 
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics and Google Trends, our research team uncovered a surprising 
correlation coefficient of 0.9138050 and a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01, spanning 
the years 2004 to 2020. This investigation delves into the quirky interplay between scientific pursuits
and popular culture, shedding light on the curious cosmic curiosity of Earthlings. As we extract the 
gravitational pull of this amusing correlation, we present our findings with a cosmically comic lens, 
acknowledging that sometimes, the truth is indeed out there, and it might just be googling "E.T." 
from Connecticut.

When it comes to the extraterrestrial, the
cosmos, and all things beyond our earthly
confines, the intertwining of science and
popular  culture  often  ignites  a  celestial
curiosity within us. With this in mind, our
research  team  sought  to  explore  an
unexpected  correlation  between  the
terrestrial realm of physicist employment
in  Connecticut  and  the  celestial
reverberations of Google searches for the
iconic  phrase,  "E.T.  phone home."  While
seemingly  disparate,  these  phenomena
collided  in  a  cosmic  ballet  that  left  us
pondering  the  interstellar  interplay
between humanity's pursuit of knowledge
and its  zealous  infatuation  with  beloved
cinematic classics.

The  Hollywood  blockbuster  "E.T.  the
Extra-Terrestrial,"  directed  by  the
esteemed  Steven  Spielberg,  introduced
audiences  to  the  endearing
extraterrestrial  character  affectionately
known as E.T. As E.T. yearned to "phone

home"  and return  to  his  extraterrestrial
realm, Earthlings around the globe were
captivated by his heartfelt quest. Thus, it
comes  as  no  surprise  that  this  phrase
became  a  cultural  touchstone,  evoking
nostalgia and wonder in both aficionados
of  science  fiction  and  those  with  a
penchant for intergalactic whimsy.

Amidst  this  backdrop,  our  study
endeavors  to  unravel  a  most  peculiar
conundrum – how the terrestrial pursuits
of  physicists  in  the state  of  Connecticut
may  be  cosmically  entwined  with  the
terrestrial  Google  searches  for  "E.T.
phone home". Our analysis, spanning the
years  2004  to  2020,  draws  from  data
sourced  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics  and  Google  Trends,
meticulously  scrutinized  to  discern  a
cosmic  correlation  that  is  all  at  once
inexplicably  intriguing  and  undeniably
whimsical.
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As we embark on this cosmic quest,  we
aim  to  peer  through  the  omnipresent
cosmic  mist  to  uncover  the  ethereal
threads  connecting  the  pursuits  of
physicists and the resounding echoes of a
character's  heartfelt  plea from a bygone
era of  Hollywood lore.  Our investigation
encapsulates the intersection of scientific
rigor and whimsical wonder, urging us to
gaze  skyward,  pondering  not  only  the
mysteries  of  the  cosmos  but  also  the
idiosyncrasies of human fascination.

Diving  into  this  cosmic  conundrum,  our
odyssey  is  steeped  in  both  scientific
inquiry and a playful appreciation for the
inexplicable eccentricities that make our
universe  endlessly  captivating.  Through
this  prism,  we  present  our  findings,
observing with a lighthearted cosmic lens
that  sometimes,  the  truth  is  indeed  out
there,  and  perhaps,  it  is  just  a  Google
search away from the constitution state.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  quest  to  unravel  the  cosmic
connection  between  the  number  of
physicists  in  Connecticut  and  Google
searches  for  "E.T.  phone  home"  has
spurred  a  bevy  of  investigations  and
inquiries,  each seeking  to  shed  light  on
this enigmatic correlation. In "Smith and
Doe"  (2008),  the  authors  present  a
comprehensive  analysis  of  the
employment  trends  within  the  field  of
physics,  delving  into  the  geographical
distribution  of  physicists  across  the
United States. Their meticulous study sets
the  stage  for  understanding  the
terrestrial  landscape  of  physicist
employment, laying a solid foundation for
our cosmic exploration.

Expanding  our  purview  to  the  realm of
popular culture and its interactions with
scientific  phenomena,  "Jones"  (2012)
offers  a  profound  examination  of  the
societal impact of iconic cinematic quotes.
In their treatise, the author examines the
enduring reverberations of unforgettable
dialogue lines and their resonance within
the collective consciousness. From movie

theaters to living rooms, the influence of
cinematic  prose  on  public  discourse  is
dissected with academic precision.

As  we  venture  further  into  the  cosmic
interplay  between  physics  and  pop
culture, we encounter "The Physics of the
Impossible"  by  Michio  Kaku  and  "The
Science  of  Interstellar"  by  Kip  Thorne.
These illuminating works beckon readers
to  ponder  the  boundaries  of  scientific
possibility and the tantalizing prospects of
interstellar exploration. While not directly
addressing  our  quirky  correlation,  these
literary  forays  offer  captivating  insights
into  the  broader  realm  of  scientific
inquiry and cosmic intrigue.

Transitioning  to  the  domain  of  fictional
narratives  with  a  cosmic  flair,  "Contact"
by  Carl  Sagan  and  "The  Hitchhiker's
Guide to the Galaxy" by Douglas Adams
beckon  us  into  whimsical  introspections
on  the  nature  of  extraterrestrial
encounters. These beloved works, though
fantastical in nature, provide a wellspring
of cosmic mirth and intellectual delight.

As  we  cull  through  the  divergent
pathways  of  scholarly  discourse  and
literary  whimsy,  it  is  essential  to
acknowledge  the  unorthodox  origins  of
our cosmic inquiry. Beyond the hallowed
halls  of  academia,  our  research  team
found inspiration in the most unexpected
of places –  the humble CVS receipts.  In
their  diverse  and  seemingly  mundane
contents,  these  receipts  chronicle  the
everyday  transactions  of  human
existence, offering a whimsical mirror to
society's  eclectic  predilections.  Amidst
the  flurry  of  purchases  for  household
sundries  and  miscellaneous  items,  we
gleaned unexpected insights that guided
our  exploration  into  the  cosmic
correlation  that  now  stands  before  you.
Sometimes, the oddest of sources harbor
the most cosmic secrets.

METHODOLOGY

In  this  study,  we  employed  a
methodological approach as multifaceted

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



as  the  sparkling  cosmos  itself  to
scrutinize  the  quirk-laden  correlation
between  the  number  of  physicists  in
Connecticut and the prevalence of Google
searches  for  the  immortal  phrase,  "E.T.
phone home". To peel back the layers of
this  cosmic  onion,  we  harnessed  data
drawn from the Bureau of Labor Statistics
and Google Trends, spanning a temporal
canvas from 2004 to 2020. Our research
team  dove  headfirst  into  the  celestial
waters of quantitative analysis, employing
statistical  tools  alongside  a  cosmic  flair
for the unexpected.

We embarked on a cosmic voyage across
the digital landscape, scavenging for data
like  cosmic  archeologists  unearthing
relics  of  a  bygone  era.  The  Bureau  of
Labor  Statistics  graciously  granted  us
access to their trove of employment data,
providing an invaluable map of the cosmic
terrain  of  physicist  employment  within
the  state  of  Connecticut.  Meanwhile,
Google  Trends  served  as  our  telescope,
offering a cosmic lens through which to
observe  the  ebb  and  flow  of  Google
searches  for  our  treasured
extraterrestrial  catchphrase.  With
unwavering  determination,  we  combed
through this data, separating the celestial
wheat  from  the  terrestrial  chaff,
preparing  it  for  the  upcoming  cosmic
ballet of statistical analysis.

Armed  with  our  data,  we  ventured  into
the cosmic crucible of statistical analysis,
where correlations sizzle and cosmic jests
dance in the celestial ether. We computed
the  Pearson  correlation  coefficient,
illuminating  the  cosmic  dance  between
physicist  employment  and  the  ebb  and
flow  of  "E.T.  phone  home"  searches.
Additionally, we subjected our findings to
the rigors of hypothesis testing, utilizing a
two-tailed  t-test  to  assess  the  statistical
significance of our unearthed correlation.
Our journey through the cosmic fabric of
data and statistics was guided by a mix of
rigorous methodology and a cosmic sense
of  whimsy,  brimming  with  an
acknowledgment  of  the  unpredictable
oddities  that  often  embellish  the cosmic
tapestry of research.

Amidst the cosmic revelry of our study, we
remained steadfast in our commitment to
ethical research conduct. We safeguarded
the anonymity of individual physicists and
Google  users,  shielding  them  from  the
prying eyes of cosmic scrutiny. Upholding
the  cosmic  code  of  research  ethics,  we
navigated  this  celestial  correlation  with
the utmost respect for the participants in
our  cosmic  odyssey,  understanding  that
both Earthlings and extraterrestrials alike
deserve  the  cosmic  courtesy  of  privacy
and dignity.

No  cosmic  odyssey  is  exempt  from  its
celestial  limitations,  and our study is no
exception.  While  we  embraced  a  multi-
faceted  approach  to  data  collection  and
analysis,  we  acknowledge  that  our
findings are bound by the constraints of
cosmic  causality  and  empirical
limitations. The complex cosmic tableaux
of  human  behavior  and  employment
dynamics  contains  faint  whispers  of
uncertainty, reminding us that even in the
realm  of  statistics,  a  touch  of  cosmic
whimsy remains omnipresent.

With this methodological cosmic overture,
we sought to unravel the celestial fabric
woven from the pursuits of physicists and
the cosmic echoes of a beloved cinematic
character.  Through  our  methodological
prism,  we  present  our  findings  with  a
cosmic  sparkle,  underscoring  the
immutable  truth  that  sometimes,  the
cosmic  correlation  between  earthly
pursuits  and  interstellar  whimsy  is  a
spectacle to behold.

RESULTS

The  outcome  of  our  investigation  has
unveiled  an  intriguing  correlation
between  the  number  of  physicists  in
Connecticut and the frequency of Google
searches  for  the  timeless  phrase  "E.T.
phone  home."  Our  analysis,  which
spanned the  period  from 2004  to  2020,
revealed a remarkably strong correlation
coefficient of  0.9138050,  a coefficient of
determination  (r-squared)  of  0.8350396,
and  a  p-value  of  less  than  0.01.  These
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statistics  substantiate  a  high  degree  of
association  between  the  two  variables,
affirming  a  connection  that  transcends
the boundaries of terrestrial physics and
celestial pop culture.

Our findings are visually encapsulated in
Figure  1,  which  presents  a  scatterplot
illustrating  the  robust  correlation
observed  between  the  number  of
physicists in Connecticut and the volume
of Google searches for "E.T. phone home."
This  pictorial  representation  reinforces
the  striking  relationship  we  uncovered,
serving  as  a  celestial  visual  aide in  our
quest  to  decode  the  cosmic  interplay
between  scientific  pursuit  and
extraterrestrial curiosity.

The  magnitude  of  the  correlation
discovered  in  our  study  showcases  a
cosmic  convergence  of  two  seemingly
disparate  realms—terrestrial  scientific
endeavor  and intergalactic  intrigue.  The
resonance  between  the  employment  of
physicists and the search for a cinematic
extraterrestrial  speaks  to  the  whimsical
interdependencies  that  underpin  human
fascination,  inviting  us  to  ponder  the
cosmic  forces  that  bind  humanity's
pursuit of knowledge with its affection for
otherworldly  narratives.  In doing so,  we
illuminate the celestial tapestry of Earth's
inquisitiveness,  recognizing the allure of
the unknown and the universal charm of a
timeless cinematic portrayal.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In  examining  the  enchanting  correlation
between  the  terrestrial  pursuits  of

physicists  and  the  ethereal  allure  of  a
cinematic  classic,  we are  reminded that
the  cosmic  dance  of  human  curiosity
navigates  an  intricate  interstellar  waltz,
where  the  threads  of  scientific  inquiry
intertwine  with  the  warp  and  weft  of
popular  culture.  Our  research,
underpinned  by  rigour  and  innovation,
offers a glimpse into the cosmic vastness
of  human intrigue,  drawing  attention  to
the enduring allure of terrestrial pursuits
and  extraterrestrial  yearning,  and
perhaps  highlighting  a  universal  truth—
that the cosmic conundrums of our world
often echo through the whimsical wonder
of popular imagination.

Thus,  as  we  unveil  the  celestial  nexus
between  the  scientific  enclaves  of
Connecticut and the intergalactic echoes
of  "E.T.  phone  home,"  we  invite  fellow
scholars and enthusiasts alike to gaze at
the heavens with a renewed sense of awe
and  to  reflect  on  the  cosmic  mysteries
that unite the scholarly pursuit  with the
boundless  eccentricities  of  human
fascination.  After  all,  in  the  cosmic
comedy  of  the  universe,  the  truth  may
indeed  be  out  there,  perhaps  just  a
Google search away from the Constitution
State.

DISCUSSION

The conducted research has cast a cosmic
spotlight  on  the  enthralling  correlation
between  the  number  of  physicists  in
Connecticut and the frequency of Google
searches  for  "E.T.  phone  home."  Our
findings have added a celestial dimension
to  the  existing  literature,  affirming  an
unexpected  linkage  between  scientific
employment  and the enduring appeal  of
extraterrestrial communication portrayed
in popular culture.

Building on the scholarly groundwork laid
by  "Smith  and  Doe"  (2008)  regarding
geographical  physicist  distribution,  our
study stands as a testament to the cosmic
confluence  of  terrestrial  occupation  and
cinematic  allure.  The  robust  correlation
coefficient  of  0.9138050  and  the
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statistically  significant  p-value  reflect  a
compelling  association,  validating  the
unorthodox yet  captivating link  between
the  pursuit  of  scientific  knowledge  and
the  public's  infatuation  with  timeless
cinematic dialogues.

In  light  of  "Jones"  (2012),  which
expounded  on  the  societal  impact  of
cinematic  quotes,  our  research  unveils
the  enduring  resonance  of  cinematic
reverberations  within  the  collective
psyche,  as  evidenced  by  the  fervent
Google  searches  for  a  beloved
extraterrestrial  phrase.  Thus,  our  study
not only deepens the understanding of the
cosmic  interplay  between  scientific
endeavors  and  popular  culture  but  also
underscores  the  pervasive  influence  of
cinematic narratives on public discourse,
akin to the cosmic undertones infiltrating
our terrestrial realms.

Moreover,  our  findings  align  with  the
broader  scholarly  inquiries  into  the
enigmatic  borderlands  of  scientific
possibility  and  cosmic  whimsy,  as
encapsulated in the works of Michio Kaku
and Kip Thorne.  While  our  investigation
may not orbit directly within the domains
they  explored,  it  contributes  to  the
broader tapestry of  intellectual  curiosity
that  threads the cosmic musings on the
extraterrestrial  with  the  terrestrial
musings  on  the  quirks  of  human
fascination.

Indeed,  like  the  beloved  narratives  of
"Contact"  by  Carl  Sagan  and  "The
Hitchhiker's  Guide  to  the  Galaxy"  by
Douglas Adams, our study beckons fellow
stargazers to traverse the cosmic expanse
of unconventional inquiries and whimsical
introspections. By unraveling the celestial
nexus  between the  scientific  pursuits  of
physicists in Connecticut and the ethereal
allure  of  a  cinematic  classic,  we  invite
scholars and enthusiasts to embrace the
cosmic comedy that infuses the universe,
offering  a  celestial  perspective  on  the
peculiar interdependencies that underpin
human curiosity.

As we reflect on the celestial meanderings
of our study, it becomes evident that the
cosmic  dance  of  human  curiosity
resonates  with  the  whimsical  wonder  of
popular  imagination,  accentuating  the
boundless  eccentricities  of  human
fascination  and  rendering  the  truth  a
mere  Google  search  away  from  the
Constitution State.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  our  investigation  into  the
correlation  between  the  number  of
physicists  in  Connecticut  and  Google
searches  for  "E.T.  phone  home"  has
unveiled a fascinating cosmic connection.
The  robust  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9138050 and the statistically significant
p-value  of  less  than  0.01  indicate  a
compelling  association  between
terrestrial  scientific  pursuits  and
extraterrestrial  pop  culture
reverberations.  As  we  wrap  up  this
cosmic  conundrum,  it's  clear  that  there
exists  a  celestial  tapestry  woven  with
threads of cosmic curiosity and terrestrial
scientific pursuits.

The  visual  representation  in  Figure  1
serves  as  a  cosmic  reminder  of  the
intertwined nature of  human fascination
with  the  unknown  and  the  inexplicable
cosmic  dance  of  human  curiosity.  This
finding  prompts  us  to  reflect  on  the
interstellar  waltz  where  the  warp  and
weft  of  popular  culture  intertwine  with
the threads of scientific inquiry, creating a
celestial symphony of whimsical wonder.

In light of these findings, it appears that
sometimes, the truth is indeed out there,
lurking  in  the  intergalactic  echoes  of  a
timeless  cinematic  portrayal.  This
prompts  us  to  contemplate  the  cosmic
forces  that  bind  humanity's  pursuit  of
knowledge  with  its  affection  for
otherworldly  narratives.  Our  research
underscores  the  universal  charm  of  a
timeless  cinematic  portrayal  and  the
allure of the unknown.
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With this  in  mind,  it  seems that  further
research on this cosmic correlation is not
necessary,  as  we  have  diligently  delved
into  the  cosmic  comedy  of  human
curiosity  and  its  interstellar
reverberations.  The  truth,  it  seems,  has
been found, or at least Googled from the
Constitution State.
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