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MUSING ON MISSOURI: MARVELING AT THE
MODEST MATCH BETWEEN PRESCHOOL PROXIES

AND GOOGLE GLANCES

Chloe Hoffman, Ava Thomas, Gabriel P Turnbull

Institute of Global Studies

In this research paper, we embark on a whimsical journey through the connections between the 
number of preschool special education teachers in Missouri and Google searches for 'Practical 
Engineering'. Our team of researchers delved into the depths of data, unearthing correlations that 
are as intriguing as they are unexpected. Picture this: as the number of preschool special education 
teachers in Missouri waxes and wanes, so do the Google searches for 'Practical Engineering'. It's 
almost as if the algorithm has a soft spot for little learners and a penchant for practicality! Ah, the 
mysteries of the digital universe never cease to amaze. Our findings, supported by data from the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and Google Trends, have unveiled a correlation coefficient of 0.8245738 
and p < 0.01 for the period spanning 2012 to 2022. The statistical bond between these seemingly 
disparate entities is as robust as a well-constructed bridge – or perhaps, in this case, as sturdy as a 
playdough tower built by preschoolers! This noteworthy correlation not only sparks intrigue but also 
inspires a lighthearted chuckle at the whims of statistical fate. Perhaps the real 'practical 
engineering' lies within the intricate web of human curiosity and digital meanderings. Our study 
sheds light on this peculiar connection, prompting us to marvel at the unexpected correlations that 
sprinkle a bit of humor into the world of research.

Ah,  the  curious  dance  of  data  –  where
numbers  waltz  and  correlations  tango,
revealing  unexpected  connections  that
tickle  the  fancy  of  researchers  and
analysts  alike.  As  we  embark  on  this
whimsical journey through the annals of
statistical  exploration,  we find ourselves
pondering  the  peculiar  partnership
between the number of preschool special
education  teachers  in  Missouri  and  the
Google  searches  for  'Practical
Engineering'. It's a tale of two seemingly
disparate domains –  one rooted in early
childhood education and the other in the
realm  of  practical  problem-solving.  Talk
about an odd couple! It's almost as if the
algorithm  has  a  fondness  for  alphabet
blocks and screwdrivers.

Now, before diving into the nitty-gritty of
our findings, let's pause for a moment to
appreciate  the  sheer  zaniness  of  this
unlikely  correlation.  Picture  this:  as  the
number  of  preschool  special  education
teachers in the Show-Me State fluctuates,
so does the virtual  clamor for  'Practical
Engineering' on the world's most popular
search engine.  It's  enough to  make one
wonder  if  there's  a  hidden  dimension
where  tiny  tots  concoct  blueprints  for
miniature bridges and toy-sized turbines
while  chanting  "toddler  tycoons,  unite!"
Ah, the mysteries of statistical serendipity
–  the  real  unsung  hero  of  practical
engineering jokes.

As we dust off our calculators and don our
analytical  hats,  our  team  of  intrepid
researchers can't help but marvel at the
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sheer whimsy of this correlation. It's as if
the statistical gods themselves conspired
to  bring  together  the  world  of  early
childhood  education  and  the  realms  of
engineering ingenuity in a cosmic game of
"connect  the  dots".  Or  should  we  say,
"connect  the  blocks"?  Get  it?  Blocks?
Because preschool? Alright, we'll save the
puns for the meeting room.

In  the  spirit  of  scientific  inquiry,  armed
with  data  from  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics  and  the  ever-reliable  Google
Trends,  we  set  out  to  unravel  the
enigmatic  bond  between  these  two
ostensibly unrelated spheres. And lo and
behold,  our  analysis  unveiled  a
correlation coefficient of 0.8245738, with
a  statistically  significant  p-value  of  less
than 0.01 over the span of 2012 to 2022.
It's a robust finding that stands as firm as
a  LEGO tower  built  by  a  preschooler  –
resilient and filled with unexpected twists
and turns.

These  findings  not  only  pique  our
scientific curiosity but also kindle a spark
of  whimsy in  the  analytical  realm.  After
all,  who  would've  thought  that  the  ebb
and  flow  of  preschool  educators  in
Missouri could hold hands with the surges
and lulls of digital inquiries into practical
engineering?  It's  enough  to  make  even
the most  stoic  researcher  crack a smile
and  ponder  the  delightful  absurdity  of
statistical fate. So, dear reader, join us as
we  delve  deeper  into  this  captivating
correlation and unearth the laughter and
learning  that  sprout  from  its  fertile
ground.

LITERATURE REVIEW

In  "The  Impact  of  Preschool  Special
Education  Teacher  Numbers  on
Educational  Dynamics"  by  Smith  et  al.,
the authors find a correlation between the
quantity  of  preschool  special  education
teachers  in  Missouri  and  various
educational metrics. The study delves into
the interplay between teacher ratios and
academic  outcomes,  offering  valuable
insights  into  the  early  childhood

educational  landscape.  Similarly,  Doe's
"Trends in Practical Engineering Interest:
A  Google  Search  Analysis"  explores  the
patterns  and  fluctuations  in  online
searches related to practical engineering.
The  study  meticulously  analyzes  the
digital  footprints of the practical-minded
populace, shedding light on the ebb and
flow of interest in this domain. 

It  is  evident  that  the  whimsical
connection  between  the  number  of
preschool  special  education  teachers  in
Missouri  and  Google  searches  for
'Practical Engineering' is not an isolated
spectacle.  The  confluence  of  seemingly
unrelated  entities  has  long  puzzled
researchers  and  inspired  philosophical
musings.  It’s  as  if  the  universe  itself  is
whispering a dad joke, nudging us to find
humor in the unexpected. Speaking of dad
jokes, did you hear about the restaurant
on the moon? Great food, no atmosphere.

In  the  era  of  big  data  and
multidisciplinary  research,  the
intersection of early childhood education
and  practical  problem-solving  takes
center  stage  in  the  literary  tapestry  of
non-fiction  works.  Books  such  as  "The
Power  of  Play:  Learning  Engineering
Concepts  Through  Preschool  Activities"
and  "Digital  Dilemmas:  Navigating
Practical Engineering in the Modern Age"
provide  nuanced  perspectives  on  the
amalgamation of these diverse realms. On
a  lighthearted  note,  fictional  works  like
"The Adventures of Lil' Engineer Lila" and
"Tales  of  Toddler  Innovations:  A  Playful
Parable"  add  a  whimsical  touch  to  the
exploration of this intriguing correlation.

Moreover,  the  enchanting  world  of
children's  cartoons  and  animated  series
has  long  dabbled  in  themes that  bridge
the realms of education and engineering.
From  "Bob  the  Builder"  with  its
construction-themed  escapades  to  "Paw
Patrol" where problem-solving pups save
the day, the influence of practicality and
pedagogy  intertwines  merrily.  As  these
animated  characters  demonstrate  the
fusion of hands-on learning and inventive
solutions,  one  can't  help  but  wonder  if
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there's a secret society of algorithmically
inclined  preschoolers  in  the  digital
cosmos.  It's  a  whimsical  wonderland  of
curiosity  and  statistical  surprises  –  a
realm where data dances and correlations
giggle in the gentle breeze of merriment.

METHODOLOGY

Now, let's take a whimsical leap into the
methodology  behind  this  merry  musing.
Our research team embarked on a digital
treasure hunt, scouring the virtual realm
for nuggets of  data gold to uncover  the
hidden  link  between  the  number  of
preschool  special  education  teachers  in
Missouri  and  the  Google  searches  for
'Practical  Engineering'.  With  our  trusty
virtual shovels in hand, we dug deep into
the  data,  hoping  to  unearth  not  just
statistical  significance,  but  perhaps  a
sprinkle of serendipitous humor along the
way.

To capture a comprehensive snapshot of
the  number  of  preschool  special
education teachers in Missouri, we sought
refuge – I mean, reliable data – from the
Bureau of Labor Statistics. Their troves of
employment  data  provided  us  with  a
sturdy  foundation  for  understanding  the
flux and flow of these dedicated educators
across  the  Show-Me State.  It's  as  if  we
donned  our  statistical  mining  helmets
and,  with  a  hearty  "heigh-ho,  heigh-ho,
it's  off  to  data  we  go",  delved  into  the
depths  of  employment  figures.  Oh,  the
joys of statistical spelunking!

As  for  the  ebbs  and  flows  of  digital
curiosity  surrounding  'Practical
Engineering', our trusty beacon of insight
was none other than Google Trends. This
virtual oracle allowed us to peek behind
the  digital  curtain  and  witness  the  rise
and fall  of  searches  related  to  practical
problem-solving, as if the algorithm itself
were  hand-crafting  a  tale  of  peculiar
correlations.  It's  almost  as if  the virtual
cosmos  were  nudging  us  toward  an
unlikely  rendezvous  of  early  childhood
education and engineering pursuits.

With a twinkle in our eyes and a sprinkle
of  statistical  fairy  dust,  we  meticulously
gathered data spanning the years 2012 to
2022.  Ah,  the  joy  of  traversing  through
the virtual sands of time, piecing together
a puzzle whose final image elicited both
curiosity and chuckles. We must confess,
the only missing piece in our puzzle was a
dadgum collection of puns, and we'll just
blame that on the data mines being a bit
too  deep  for  our  wordplay  pickaxes  to
reach!

As we carefully navigated the labyrinth of
statistical  analyses  –  donning  our
metaphorical spelunking gear once more
– we utilized a range of robust methods to
unearth  the  connection  between  these
two  juxtaposed  entities.  Our  statistical
toolkit  included  the  venerable  Pearson
correlation  coefficient  to  measure  the
strength and direction of the relationship
between the number of preschool special
education teachers and the searches for
'Practical  Engineering'.  We  also
harnessed  the  power  of  regression
analysis, seeking to untangle the threads
of  influence  that  weave  this  whimsical
tapestry of correlated data.

Furthermore,  our  research  endeavor
wasn't without its share of digital detours
and statistical  pitfalls,  akin to stumbling
upon  hidden  Easter  eggs  in  the  vast
expanse of the internet. We encountered
outliers that danced on the edges of our
datasets, acting as mischievous statistical
imps  that  attempted  to  juggle  our
findings.  But  fear  not,  for  with  a
discerning eye and a touch of statistical
wizardry,  we  carefully  navigated  around
these mischievous rascals and arrived at
our  robust  and  laughter-inducing
conclusion.

In the end, our methodology transcended
mere  number-crunching  and  ventured
into the realm of  digital  storytelling.  As
we pieced together this  peculiar  puzzle,
we  couldn't  help  but  appreciate  the
whimsical journey that statistical inquiry
had taken us on, like explorers charting
zany paths through a land of unexpected
correlations.  It's  almost  as  if  the
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statistical  veil  had  momentarily  lifted,
allowing us to glimpse the playful side of
research  –  a  realm  where  data  dances
with digital whimsy. And with that, we tip
our metaphorical hats to the statistically
inclined comedians who crafted this tale
of  correlations  and  curiosity,  for  in  the
world  of  research,  a  few  laughs  amidst
the  numbers  certainly  make  for  a  more
delightful  journey.  Cheers  to  statistical
serendipity!

RESULTS

In  unraveling  the  enigmatic  relationship
between the number of preschool special
education  teachers  in  Missouri  and
Google  searches  for  'Practical
Engineering',  our  research  team
uncovered  a  correlation  coefficient  of
0.8245738,  with  an  r-squared  value  of
0.6799220 and a p-value of less than 0.01
for  the  period  of  2012  to  2022.  This
robust statistical connection between the
two  disparate  subjects  tickled  our
analytical fancies and sparked a flurry of
whimsical musings.

Fig. 1 showcases a scatterplot that vividly
depicts  this  unexpected  correlation.  It's
almost  as  if  the  data  points  themselves
are  engaging  in  a  playful  game  of
"connect  the  dots"  akin  to  preschoolers
with  a  penchant  for  practical  play,
echoing the very essence of our findings!

Now,  it  seems  that  just  like  building
blocks,  this  correlation  was  no  mere
child's play. The strength of this statistical
bond  is  as  formidable  as  a  group  of
preschoolers  attempting  to  construct  a
tower taller than themselves. It certainly
makes one wonder if there's a whimsical
algorithm at play, orchestrating the dance
between  early  childhood  education  and
the love for  practical  problem-solving in
the digital realm.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Our findings beckon us to marvel at the
unexpected  correlations  and  hidden
curiosities  that  sprinkle  amusement  into
the  world  of  research.  After  all,  who
would have thought that the pathways of
preschool education and digital quests for
practical engineering could intertwine in
such a delightful  dance? It's  a reminder
that  statistical  analyses  can  bring  both
insight and a touch of lightheartedness to
the academic arena.

So, dear reader, join us in celebrating the
fortuitous fusion of preschool proxies with
Google  glances,  as  we  unravel  the
mysteries  of  this  whimsical  statistical
union!

DISCUSSION

Our  findings  not  only  support  the  prior
research conducted by Smith et al. on the
impact  of  preschool  special  education
teacher numbers but also align with the
trends  discovered  in  Doe's  analysis  of
practical  engineering  interest  through
Google searches. It's almost as if our data
has  put  on  its  best  pair  of  statistical
engineering goggles to see this whimsical
correlation  in  a  new  light!  Speaking  of
light,  did  you  hear  about  the
mathematician  who's  afraid  of  negative
numbers? He'll  stop at  nothing to  avoid
them.

The  robust  correlation  coefficient  we
uncovered,  akin  to  a  well-constructed
bridge  that  showcases  the  statistical
prowess  of  our  data,  underscores  the
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intertwining  nature  of  preschool
education  and  the  practical  problem-
solving  curiosity  embedded  in  online
searches for engineering-related topics. It
seems  that  our  data  has  donned  its
investigative cap and dipped its statistical
toes into a pool of profound ponderings –
or perhaps, statistical puddle jumpings!  

The  interconnection  between  these
seemingly  disparate entities,  akin to the
secret  society  of  algorithmically  inclined
preschoolers in the digital cosmos, hints
at an underlying link that beckons us to
ponder  the  whimsical  dance  of  human
curiosity and statistical fate. As we delve
deeper  into  this  correlation,  it  becomes
evident that there's a delightful symphony
playing in the intricate  web of  data  –  a
harmonious  blend  of  learning  and
problem-solving that tickles the statistical
fancy and invites  a lighthearted chuckle
at  the  whims  of  research.  This  is  a
whimsical  reminder  that  even  in  the
realm  of  statistical  analysis,  there's
always room for a dash of humor and a
sprinkle of puns.

Our  study  further  illuminates  the
intriguing correlations that add a touch of
humor  to  the  world  of  research.  It's  a
poignant  reminder  that  statistical
analyses  can  bring  both  insight  and  a
touch of lightheartedness to the academic
arena.  As we continue to  peel  back the
layers of this statistical enigma, it's as if
the  universe  itself  is  whispering  a  dad
joke, nudging us to find amusement in the
unexpected.  After  all,  who  would  have
thought  that  the  paths  of  preschool
education and digital quests for practical
engineering  could  intertwine  in  such  a
delightful dance? It's a testament to the
whimsical  wonders  of  statistical  fate,
where  data  dances  and  correlations
giggle in the gentle breeze of merriment.

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our research has elucidated
a  rather  peculiar  yet  robust  correlation
between the number of preschool special
education  teachers  in  Missouri  and

Google  searches  for  'Practical
Engineering'.  The  statistical  bond
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
entities  is  as  surprising  as  finding  a
hidden  stash  of  crayons  in  a  toolbox  –
unexpected, yet undeniably colorful! Our
analysis revealed a correlation coefficient
of 0.8245738 with a p-value less than 0.01
over the period of 2012 to 2022, further
solidifying  the  whimsical  connection
between  these  two  distinct  realms  of
learning and problem-solving.

As  we  wrap  up  our  findings,  it's  worth
noting  that  this  correlation  isn't  just  a
mere statistical quirk; rather, it's a playful
reminder that even in the realm of data
analysis,  laughter  and  lightheartedness
can  find  a  place.  It's  like  discovering  a
hidden treasure  trove  of  dad  jokes  in  a
dense  statistical  textbook  –  a  delightful
surprise that brings a chuckle to the most
serious  of  researchers.  Perhaps  the real
practical  engineering  lies  within  the
intricate  web  of  human  curiosity  and
digital  meanderings, much like finding a
screwdriver in the kiddie toolbox – a twist
that's both unexpected and oddly fitting.

With that said,  our research leads us to
assert that no more inquiries are needed
in this area. There's no need to reignite
the  statistical  tango  between  preschool
proxies  and  Google  glances  –  this
whimsical  correlation  has  been
delightfully documented and is now ready
to take its place in the annals of curious
statistical oddities. After all,  there's only
so much whimsy one can handle before it
becomes,  well,  statistically  significant
overload!
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