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Abstract

Unidentified  flying  objects  (UFOs)  have  long  captivated  the  public's  imagination,  but  their
potential impact on economic and technological progress remains enigmatic. This study explores
the curious correlation between UFO sightings in New York and patents granted in the US from
1975 to 2020. Our research team, comprising astrophysicists, statisticians, and pun enthusiasts,
utilized data from the National UFO Reporting Center and the US Patent and Trademark Office to
delve  into  this  perplexing  intersection  of  UFO  sightings  and  technological  innovation.  Our
analysis  revealed  a  robust  correlation  coefficient  of  0.8490777  and  p  <  0.01  between  UFO
sightings in the Empire State and patent grants across the nation. This tantalizing finding suggests
a significant association between extraterrestrial encounters and inventive leaps, prompting the
age-old question: are UFOs sparking innovation or merely patentable as prior art? Intriguingly,
our  regression  analysis  also  unveiled  a  positive  relationship  between  the  frequency  of  UFO
sightings and the number of patents in technology-rich domains, such as aerospace engineering
and advanced materials science. As we wrestled with this otherworldly correlation,  one thing
became glaringly clear: the cosmic influence on earthly innovation may be more than just a close
encounter of the bizarre kind. Finally, our study sheds light on the potential psychological and
sociological implications of UFO sightings and technological progress, prompting us to ponder
how UFO sightings could serve as the "unidentified" catalyst  for innovation.  Unraveling this
peculiar puzzle may not only expand our understanding of the universe but  also broaden the
horizons of intellectual property law, leaving us to wonder: are UFOs the true pioneers of "out-of-
this-world" inventions, or are they simply patent trolls from another galaxy?

1.  Introduction
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The realm of unidentified flying objects (UFOs) has long been shrouded in mystery and
intrigue,  captivating the minds of enthusiasts,  skeptics,  and conspiracy theorists  alike.
Despite the countless reports and blurry photographs, the UFO phenomenon has yet to
find a solid foothold in the annals of scientific inquiry. However, as we embark on this
exploration of the intersections between UFO sightings and US patent grants,  we are
poised  to  uncover  an  uncharted  territory  of  extraterrestrial  influence  on  human
innovation.  And no, we won't  be using a flying saucer to conduct our research - our
methods are strictly down-to-earth, albeit with a cosmic twist. 

The juxtaposition of UFO sightings in New York and patent grants in the United States,
though initially met with raised eyebrows and a fair share of "little green men" jokes, has
yielded an unexpected correlation that simply cannot be ignored. As we venture into this
unorthodox pursuit of knowledge, we must not only embrace scientific rigor but also
acknowledge the humorous absurdity  of  our pursuit.  After  all,  who wouldn't  want  to
uncover proof that aliens are the real driving force behind cutting-edge technology? It's
not every day that researchers get to combine astronomy with patent law and sprinkle in a
dash of Area 51 intrigue for good measure.

Our investigation  is  grounded in  a  meticulous  examination  of  data  sourced from the
National UFO Reporting Center and the US Patent and Trademark Office, culminating in
a statistical analysis that will either lend credibility to this unexplored nexus or leave us
staring  at  a  statistical  fluke  that's  as  confounding  as  a  UFO sighting  itself.  We'll  be
wielding regression models and correlation coefficients as our trusty tools – far more
reliable than any memory-wiping neuralyzer or warp-speed starship, if you ask us.

The temporal scope of our study, spanning from 1975 to 2020, encompasses an era rife
with technological breakthroughs and cultural  fascination with the otherworldly.  It's  a
period that saw the birth of the personal computer, the advent of the internet, and the rise
of smartphones – but did these advancements owe a debt of gratitude to intergalactic
inspirations? We're not holding our breath for an alien visitor dropping off the blueprints
for  a  faster-than-light  engine,  but  the  statistical  evidence  may  offer  a  compelling
argument otherwise. Just imagine the possibilities: could UFO sightings be the ultimate
motivation for "out-of-this-world" innovation,  or are  we simply witnessing a  celestial
case of mistaken identity?

As  we venture  into  this  cosmic  conundrum,  we are  poised  to  unravel  the  enigmatic
connection between UFO sightings and technological progress, all while embracing the
whimsical  curiosity  that  accompanies  our  pursuit.  After  all,  in  the  multidimensional
landscape of scientific exploration, a little absurdity just might be the rocket fuel that
propels us toward profound discoveries – or at  the very least,  gives us a good laugh
amidst the sea of scholarly seriousness. And who knows, maybe our findings will inspire
a wave of UFO-themed patent applications – it's a market that's truly out of this world.

2.  Literature Review
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In their seminal work, Smith and Doe (2005) investigated the potential effects of UFO
sightings  on  technological  advancements,  laying  the  groundwork  for  our  current
endeavor.  Their  meticulous  analysis  of  UFO  reports  and  patent  data  revealed  an
intriguing pattern, prompting us to delve deeper into the cosmic implications of earthly
innovation.  However,  as  we  venture  into  this  interstellar  inquiry,  we  find  ourselves
straddling the line between scientific rigor and intergalactic jest. It's as if we're navigating
a cosmic minefield, but instead of mines, it's just an abundance of UFO puns waiting to
be dropped.

Expanding on this  cosmic continuum, Jones et  al.  (2010) delved into the sociological
dimensions  of  UFO  sightings  and  their  potential  influence  on  human  creativity  and
inventiveness. Their exploratory study probed the intersections of curiosity, imagination,
and cosmic speculation, offering a thought-provoking lens through which to view our
own investigation. As we contemplate the myriad implications of our findings, we can't
help but wonder if the "unidentified" nature of UFOs extends to their impact on patents—
an enigma wrapped in a riddle, wrapped in extraterrestrial foil.

Turning to relevant non-fiction literature, "The UFO Experience: A Scientific Inquiry" by
J. Allen Hynek (1972) provides a comprehensive overview of UFO sightings and their
implications for scientific inquiry. While his work focuses on the observational aspects of
UFO encounters,  it  behooves  us  to  consider  the  potential  unseen influences  of  these
phenomena on human creativity and innovation. Perhaps the cosmic ripples of a UFO
sighting extend beyond the visual spectacle, permeating the ethereal fabric of inventive
thought.  It's  almost  as  if  each  UFO sighting  is  a  catalyst  for  a  heavenly  "Eureka!"
moment—a celestial light bulb flickering on over an inventor's head.

On the fringe of non-fiction, "UFOs, JFK, and Elvis: Conspiracies You Don't Have to be
Crazy to Believe" by Richard Belzer and David Wayne (2000) offers a lighthearted yet
curiously relevant take on the intersections of UFOs and popular culture.  While their
work primarily delves into conspiracy theories, it's an apt reminder that the boundaries of
UFO-related inquiry often brush against the irreverent and the unconventional. It's like
navigating a UFO sighting: just when you think you've got a handle on it, reality takes a
left turn at Roswell.

In  the  realm of  fiction,  "The War of  the  Worlds"  by H.G.  Wells  (1898) stands  as  a
perennial classic that delves into the implications of extraterrestrial encounters on human
civilization. While Wells' narrative unfolds as a tale of interplanetary conflict, it invites us
to consider the transformative influence of otherworldly phenomena on the trajectory of
human progress. It's a stark reminder that the line between fiction and reality can blur in
the ethereal glow of a UFO sighting – it's almost as if reality and sci-fi are engaged in a
cosmic game of tag.

In  a  tangentially  related  vein,  "Men  in  Black"  (1997),  a  film  directed  by  Barry
Sonnenfeld, offers a whimsical portrayal of a covert agency monitoring extraterrestrial
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activity  on  Earth.  While  the  film  embraces  comedic  absurdity,  it  prompts  us  to
acknowledge the allure of UFO-related phenomena in popular culture and its potential
impact on societal perceptions of innovation and invention. It's as if the cosmic ballet of
UFO sightings influences not only the patent landscape but also the cultural zeitgeist,
tapping into a wellspring of fantastical fascination.

3.  Research Approach

To bring clarity to the seemingly nebulous relationship between UFO sightings and patent
grants,  our  research  team  embarked  on  an  empirical  journey  grounded  in  rigorous
statistical  analysis  and  a  healthy  dose  of  intergalactic  humor.  We  concocted  a
methodology that was more intricate than deciphering a cryptic alien language, yet more
palatable  than  trying  to  explain  the  theory  of  relativity  to  a  group  of  perplexed
extraterrestrials. Our approach aimed to excavate the truth lurking amidst the celestial
sightings and inventive leaps, eager to shed light on this cosmic puzzle while sprinkling
in a plethora of puns to alienate any notion of typical academic stoicism.

Data Collection:

Like intrepid cosmic archaeologists, we scoured the interstellar expanse of the internet,
sifting through reports and databases from the National UFO Reporting Center and the
US Patent and Trademark Office. The National UFO Reporting Center provided us with
detailed accounts of UFO sightings, from curious lights in the night sky to hair-raising
encounters with unidentified aerial phenomena. Meanwhile, the USPTO bestowed upon
us the treasure trove of granted patents, spanning a myriad of technological domains and
bearing  witness  to  humanity's  boundless  ingenuity.  It  was  a  cosmic  quest  of  data
collection, albeit one that involved more mouse-clicking than stargazing.

Of course, such a quest would have been far more exciting if we could have employed
laser-equipped drones or telepathic information retrieval methods, but alas, we settled for
the more mundane yet reliable tactic of exhaustively sifting through digital archives. One
might say it was a classic case of data mining – except, in this instance, we were mining
for extraterrestrial clues and patentable innovations.

Data Analysis:

With our datasets in hand, we harnessed the power of statistical software that was as
complex as an alien encryption algorithm, yet as user-friendly as a UFO-shaped jigsaw
puzzle.  We  subjected  the  UFO  sighting  data  to  a  thorough  spatiotemporal  analysis,
dissecting patterns across different regions of New York over the years. As for the patent
data,  we  delved  into  the  technological  taxonomy,  categorizing  patents  into  fields  as
diverse as propulsion technology and, dare we say, anti-gravity gizmos.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



To establish the relationship between UFO sightings  and patent  grants,  we employed
Pearson correlation coefficient, spearheading into the statistical cosmos to discern any
noteworthy links between these seemingly disparate variables. We also embarked on a
regression  analysis,  akin  to  charting  the  trajectory  of  a  comet  hurtling  through  a
multidimensional space of covariates and coefficients.

Like cosmic sleuths armed with abacuses,  we meticulously analyzed the data,  all  the
while peppering our discussions with more puns than the number of stars in the Milky
Way.  After  all,  it's  essential  to  keep  the  atmosphere  light  when  dealing  with
extraterrestrial  phenomena  –  especially  when  those  phenomena  have  the  potential  to
enlighten the earthly landscape of technological innovation.

Limitations:

While our untiring pursuit aimed to shed light on the connection between UFO sightings
and  patents,  we  acknowledge  the  inherent  limitations  of  our  study.  The  reliance  on
reported UFO sightings introduces the possibility of misidentification, misinterpretation,
or even a touch of interstellar exaggeration. Additionally, our study's scope was confined
to New York, a state well-known for its bustling innovation hubs but just a speck in the
celestial vastness of UFO activity.

Furthermore, our analysis does not purport to establish causation between UFO sightings
and patent grants, no more than a cowboy hat causes a rodeo – it's simply an intriguing
association that warrants further investigation. 

Overall,  our  methodology  endeavored  to  paint  a  clearer  picture  of  the  UFO-patent
connection, all while maintaining a lighthearted air that is as refreshing as an alien breeze
amidst the often-serious landscape of scientific inquiry. And remember, when it comes to
studying UFOs, the sky's the limit – pun entirely intended.

4.  Findings

Our analysis of the relationship between UFO sightings in New York and patents granted
in the United States from 1975 to 2020 yielded some truly "out-of-this-world" results.
With a correlation coefficient of 0.8490777 and an r-squared of 0.7209330, it's safe to say
that the cosmic connection between UFO sightings and inventive activity is not just a
flight  of  fancy.  If  only  we  could  patent  these  statistical  findings  –  we'd  call  it  the
"extraterrestrial stimulus effect."

The p-value of less than 0.01 further solidifies the robustness of our results, indicating
that the likelihood of this correlation occurring by chance is lower than the probability of
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spotting a UFO on a cloudy night. It's statistically significant, folks – not just statistically
extra-terrestrial!

In our figure (Fig. 1), the scatterplot reveals a striking pattern, resembling a constellation
of data points that curiously align with the trajectory of a flying saucer. If only statistical
graphs came with UFO-shaped markers, we'd have a sighting in our dataset.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

We observed a positive relationship between the frequency of UFO sightings in New
York  and  the  number  of  patents  granted  in  the  US,  mirroring  the  ebb  and  flow  of
interstellar  activity  with  the  peaks  and  troughs  of  technological  innovation.  It's  like
witnessing a cosmic tango between the unknown and the groundbreaking – step left,
patent granted; step right, unidentified object in the sky!

Our  findings  beg  the  question:  are  UFO  sightings  inadvertently  sparking  innovation
through inspiration or are they simply serving as a source of "prior art" for otherworldly
inventions? It's a conundrum worthy of a stellar stand-up routine. But rest assured, we're
not jumping to far-fetched conclusions – our statistical rigor is as robust as a spaceship's
hull.

Furthermore,  our  regression  analysis  unveiled  a  positive  association  between  UFO
sightings  and patents in  technology-rich domains,  reinforcing the notion that celestial
encounters  may  be  propelling  us  toward  advancements  in  aerospace  engineering  and
materials science. Who knew that the keys to cutting-edge technology might be hidden in
the stars? It's as if the extraterrestrial entities are leaving breadcrumbs, or rather, stardust,
for humankind to follow.

At the intersection of science and the unexplained, our study sheds light on the potential
psychological and sociological implications of UFO sightings on technological progress,
teasing out the intricate dance between the cosmic and the terrestrial. It's an intellectual
tango of galactic proportions, and we're just trying to keep up with the celestial two-step.
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In conclusion, our research provides compelling evidence of the unorthodox relationship
between UFO sightings and US patent grants, raising thought-provoking questions about
the extraterrestrial impact on earthly innovation. As we ponder the implications of these
findings, we can't help but wonder if the key to the next groundbreaking invention lies
beyond the stars – or if we've simply stumbled upon a statistical quirk that's as mysterious
as a close encounter of the statistical kind.

5.  Discussion on findings

Our study set out to explore the curious correlation between UFO sightings in New York
and US patent grants, and lo and behold, we've unveiled a statistical odyssey that tickles
the extraterrestrial theorist in all of us. Our findings not only support prior research by
Smith and Doe (2005) and Jones et  al.  (2010),  but they also push the boundaries of
cosmic contemplation in the realm of earthly innovation. It's as if our statistical stars have
aligned with the cosmic jesters of yore, nudging us toward a dance of discovery amidst
the interstellar playground of data analysis.

The robust correlation coefficient and p-value akin to a vanishing UFO in the night sky
speak volumes about the substantive link between otherworldly sightings and the worldly
pursuit of patentable novelties. It's almost as if statistical significance is the Rosetta Stone
for  decoding  the  cosmic  language  of  innovation,  or  at  least,  the  Roswell  Stone  for
decoding extraterrestrial messages. And if we were to put a punny spin on it, we'd say
that our results have passed the statistical scrutiny with flying saucers.

Our  regression  analysis  has  not  only  unearthed  a  positive  association  between  UFO
sightings and patents in technology-rich domains but has also hinted at the terrestrial trail
of breadcrumbs left by celestial entities. It's like following a cosmic GPS that leads us to
the cutting-edge frontiers of innovation, except the coordinates are written in stardust and
the navigation system alternates between steps of groundbreaking and close encounters of
the statistical kind.

In light of these findings, we're forced to confront an existential question worthy of a
cosmic quip: are UFO sightings serving as the muse for groundbreaking inventions, or
are they simply staking their claim as prior art from another celestial plane? It's like a
galactic  game  of  intellectual  hide-and-seek,  where  the  seekers  are  inventors  and  the
hiders are entities we can't quite identify.

As we peer through the telescope of statistical  analysis, our study also highlights the
potential psychological and sociological implications of UFO sightings on technological
progress. It's like witnessing a celestial ballet of innovation and inspiration, where the
performers are a motley crew of earthly inventors and extraterrestrial spectators. In this
cosmic symphony, the unheard tune of the universe may hold the key to unlocking the
next revolutionary patent, or at the very least, an intergalactic patent dispute for the ages.
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In the grand scheme of earthly achievements and cosmic conundrums, our research opens
the door to a realm of inquiry that blurs the boundaries between the mundane and the
enigmatic, the statistical and the cosmic. Who knew that UFO sightings could be not just
a sight for sore eyes but a statistical catalyst for the next great leap in innovation? It's as if
the stars have aligned, and so have our statistical results, leaving us to wonder: are we at
the cusp of an interstellar era of innovation or have we stumbled upon a statistical quirk
that's as mysterious as a close encounter of the statistical kind?

6.  Conclusion

In wrapping up our exploration of the cosmic connection between UFO sightings and US
patent  grants,  it's  clear  that  the  statistical  evidence  points  to  a  correlation  that's  as
undeniable  as  the  presence  of  little  green  men  in  a  sci-fi  blockbuster.  The  robust
correlation coefficient of 0.8490777 and p < 0.01 not only raises eyebrows higher than a
UFO hovering over Roswell  but also suggests that there's more to the extraterrestrial
phenomenon than meets the telescope.

As we navigate this celestial conundrum, one thing is for certain: our findings offer a
glimpse  into  a  realm  where  the  unknown  brushes  shoulders  with  the  innovative,
prompting us to wonder if UFOs are to innovation what rocket fuel is to a spaceship –
talk about an otherworldly catalyst for progress.

Furthermore, our regression analysis elucidated an intriguing relationship between UFO
sightings and patents in technology-rich domains, revealing a dance of discovery that's
akin to a cosmic salsa – one, two, patent granted; three, unidentified object in the sky! It
seems the stars are whispering secrets of innovation to us mere mortals, leaving us to
ponder whether the next big breakthrough is beaming down from the heavens.

With this in mind, we can confidently assert that no more research is needed in this area.
After all, when it comes to connecting UFO sightings and technological progress, our
findings are simply out of this world!
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