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ABSTRACT

Unidentified Flying Patents: A Close Encounter of the Nth Kind

A perennial mystery that has captivated both conspiracy theorists and patent
enthusiasts alike is the potential connection between UFO sightings and patented
innovations. Using data from the National UFO Reporting Center and the United States
Patent and Trademark Office, our research team conducted a comprehensive analysis
to investigate the relationship between UFO sightings in New York and the number of
patents granted in the US from 1975 to 2020. Our findings revealed a surprisingly
strong correlation, with a coefficient of 0.8490777 and a p-value less than 0.01,
indicating a significant association between these two seemingly disparate phenomena.
This correlation suggests that there may be an extraordinary influence of extraterrestrial
visitations on human technological advancements or, alternatively, that innovative
breakthroughs are simply out of this world! One might wonder if UFOs are simply
interstellar patent trolls, hovering over New York City in search of Earth's latest
intellectual property. Perhaps they are seeking to patent their own advanced
technologies! This correlation could certainly explain why the patent for "anti-gravity
propulsion” remains elusive. While this correlation does not imply causation, the findings
raise thought-provoking questions regarding the potential impact of otherworldly
encounters on human creativity and innovation. This research adds a comical element
to the age-old question of whether aliens are secretly influencing human technological
progress. In conclusion, the connection between UFO sightings in New York and
patents granted in the US hints at an unexpected intergalactic influence on Earth's
technological evolution. These statistical findings serve as a launching point for future
investigations into the intersection of cosmic phenomena and human ingenuity, and
provide a light-hearted perspective on the often mysterious world of patents and
celestial enigmas.

Keywords:

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



UFO sightings, patents, correlation, National UFO Reporting Center, United States Patent and
Trademark Office, New York, extraterrestrial influence, technological advancements, interstellar
patent trolls, anti-gravity propulsion, causation, otherworldly encounters, human creativity, alien
influence, intergalactic influence, cosmic phenomena, celestial enigmas

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



I. Introduction

The perennial mystery of UFO sightings has long captured the imagination of both the curious
and the skeptical, leading to a plethora of theories and speculations. Meanwhile, the world of
patents and innovations has its own share of intrigue, with its esoteric language and labyrinthine
regulations. However, what if these two seemingly unrelated realms were to collide in a cosmic
collision of creativity and conjecture? This study sets out to explore the potential interstellar
influence on human ingenuity, as we delve into the curious connection between UFO sightings in

New York and the number of patents granted in the United States.

As we embark on this extraterrestrial expedition into the world of intellectual property, it is
worth pondering: are UFOs merely in search of patents to "claim" as their own, or are they, dare
we say, "patent-ally" intrigued by our earthly innovations? One may jest that they are conducting
extraterrestrial “research and abduction,” seeking novel ideas to bring back to their cosmic

laboratories.

Our investigation strives to shed light on whether there is a correlation between these unusual
phenomena, or if it is simply a case of statistical "UFOlogical anomaly." This research seeks to
add a touch of levity to the often serious and enigmatic world of patents and celestial enigmas,

demonstrating that serious academic inquiry and a good laugh are not mutually exclusive.

Stay tuned as we unravel the interstellar mysteries and patent paradoxes in the following pages.
The truth may be out there, but in the meantime, it certainly makes for an entertaining and

thought-provoking investigation.
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II. Literature Review

In "Smith et al.," the authors find that UFO sightings have long been a source of fascination and
curiosity, often prompting imaginative speculation and conspiracy theories. Similarly, in "Doe
and Brown," the researchers delve into the world of patents and intellectual property, uncovering
the complex web of regulations and innovations. These serious academic works provide the
foundation for our exploration of the possible relationship between these two distinct yet

intriguing domains.

As we navigate the uncharted territory of UFO sightings and patents, it is essential to consider
the underlying significance of intergalactic encounters on human creativity and technological
advancements. In "Jones and White," the authors discuss the cultural impact of extraterrestrial
phenomena, shedding light on the profound influence of cosmic speculations on popular

imagination.

Turning to non-fiction literature related to our investigation, "The UFO Experience" by J. Allen
Hynek and "Patent Law Essentials" by Alan L. Durham offer valuable insights from different
perspectives. These resources contribute to the theoretical framework of our research by bridging

the realms of celestial mysteries and intellectual property regulations.

However, delving into a slightly more imaginative realm, the fictitious works of "The
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy" by Douglas Adams and "Men in Black" by Steve Perry present
engaging narratives that blend the absurdity of extraterrestrial encounters with the complexities
of government regulations and patent acquisition. These fictional accounts offer a lighthearted
perspective on the potential intersection of UFO sightings and patents, inviting readers to

contemplate the humorous aspects of this cosmic connection.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Now, let us not overlook the online sphere, where popular memes such as "Aliens Guy" and "X-
Files Theme Song Remixes" have permeated internet culture, playfully infusing the enigmatic
nature of UFO sightings with an element of humor and absurdity. These internet phenomena
inject a dose of levity into the discourse surrounding extraterrestrial mysteries and their

hypothetical impact on patent acquisitions.

In summary, the intersection of UFO sightings in New York and patents granted in the US serves
as a veritable playground for speculation and conjecture, offering an opportunity to infuse
academic inquiry with a touch of humor and whimsy. While the serious implications of our
findings warrant careful consideration, we must also embrace the lighter side of this cosmic
conundrum, recognizing that even the most profound mysteries can be accompanied by a good

dad joke or two!

I11. Methodology

Data Collection:

The data for UFO sightings in New York was obtained from the National UFO Reporting Center,
including the date, time, and location of each reported sighting. Similarly, data on patents granted
in the United States from 1975 to 2020 was extracted from the United States Patent and
Trademark Office, capturing information about the patented innovations, their respective
categories, and the dates of issuance. The researchers spent countless hours sifting through these

sources, encountering more "unidentified filing objects" than anticipated.
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To ensure the reliability and accuracy of the data, various techniques were employed, including
cross-referencing multiple databases and validating the information against known historical
events. The team also had to distinguish between legitimate patents and any potential "UFO

patents" filed by little green men or other extraterrestrial entities.

Data Analysis:

The collected data underwent rigorous statistical analysis to ascertain any potential correlations
between UFO sightings and the number of patents granted. The team utilized advanced statistical
software to conduct time-series analyses, correlation tests, and multivariate regressions. The
researchers were especially mindful of temporal lags and spurious correlations, striving to

differentiate between genuine associations and mere coincidental phenomena.

Furthermore, the analysis entailed categorizing the patents into various technological fields,
ranging from aerospace and telecommunications to more speculative realms such as
"intergalactic transportation" and "extraterrestrial communication devices." The researchers
encountered several patent filings that seemed to have been inspired by encounters of the third
kind, prompting the team to ponder whether the truth might indeed be "patently" stranger than

fiction.

Control Variables:

In controlling for potential confounding factors, the researchers considered various socio-
economic indicators, technological advancements, and even cultural phenomena that might
influence both UFO sightings and patent activities. This led to the inclusion of variables such as
population density, levels of technological innovation, and media coverage of UFO-related

events. The team also considered the potential impact of science fiction movies and television
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shows, hypothesizing that these might have influenced both UFO sightings and patent filings.
One could say that the team was navigating a celestial "patent galaxy" full of confounding

"UFOrece fields."
Ethical Considerations:

Throughout the study, the researchers adhered to ethical guidelines and professional standards,
even as they navigated the uncharted territories of the UFO and patent domains. In particular, the
privacy and confidentiality of individuals reporting UFO sightings were carefully safeguarded,
and the research team refrained from disclosing the coordinates of any potential alien patent
offices. Additionally, the study sought to approach the topic with a sense of humor and
lightheartedness, aiming to entertain and enlighten without diminishing the gravity of the

research subject.

Overall, the methodology aimed to marry rigorous statistical analysis with a dose of interstellar
whimsy, navigating through the cosmos of data to unravel the enigma of UFO sightings and
patented innovations. The team remained steadfast, recognizing that amidst the statistical tests
and data scrutinizing, an occasional dad joke or pun was always a welcome navigational tool in

the cosmic sea of research.

IV. Results

The analysis of data collected from the National UFO Reporting Center and the United States
Patent and Trademark Office from 1975 to 2020 revealed a strong positive correlation between

the number of UFO sightings in New York and the quantity of patents granted in the United
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States. The correlation coefficient of 0.8490777 suggests a robust relationship between these two
variables, indicating that as one variable increases, the other is also likely to increase. The r-
squared value of 0.7209330 indicates that approximately 72.1% of the variability in the number

of patents can be explained by the number of reported UFO sightings.

Fig. 1 depicts the scatterplot illustrating the striking correlation between UFO sightings in New

York and patents granted in the United States.

It seems that UFOs are not only exploring the cosmos, but they may also be exploring the realm
of intellectual property. Perhaps they are attempting to patent their advanced extraterrestrial
technologies, leading to an increase in innovative patents on Earth. This correlation presents a
novel perspective on the question of whether "flying saucers" deserve their own patents. One
might argue that these extraterrestrial beings are "patently" curious about human technological

advancements.

Years 1975-2020, r=0.849, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The results of this study provide thought-provoking insights into the potential cosmic influence

on human innovation, offering a lighthearted take on the often perplexing intersection of patents
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and celestial phenomena. These findings serve as a captivating launchpad for future
investigations into the cosmic mysteries surrounding human creativity and technological

progress, demonstrating that serious scientific inquiry and a good pun can coexist in harmony.

V. Discussion

The results of our investigation exhibit a remarkable and robust correlation between UFO
sightings in New York and the number of patents granted in the United States. This unexpected
connection sheds light on the interplay between cosmic anomalies and human inventiveness,
leaving us to ponder whether extraterrestrial visitors are quietly shaping our technological

landscape from light-years away.

Our findings corroborate the assertions put forth by "Smith et al." and "Doe and Brown,"
demonstrating the unexpected interdependence of UFO sightings and patents. Just as "Jones and
White" expounded upon the cultural impact of extraterrestrial phenomena, our research
underlines the potential influence of otherworldly encounters on human innovation. While their
work may have been taken light-heartedly, even the most far-fetched theories can sometimes

bear a kernel of truth in their core.

The unexpectedly "out of this world" correlation coefficient of 0.8490777 and the p-value less
than 0.01 affirm the significant relationship between these variables, laying the groundwork for a
much-needed exploration of the extraterrestrial influence on human technological developments.
Some may jest that this correlation suggests that extraterrestrial beings are vying for their own

terrestrial patents. It seems that either they are interested in claiming our innovations as their
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own, or they are simply "patently" interested in our technological progress — a cosmic case of

patent envy, perhaps.

Furthermore, our results align with the theoretical framework proposed by "Hynek" and
"Durham," as they hint at a subtle interaction between celestial mysteries and intellectual
property regulations. The scatterplot in Fig. 1 visually encapsulates the striking correlation,
offering a compelling visual testament to the cosmic dance between UFO sightings and patented

innovations.

As we navigate this uncharted territory, we must not overlook the potential implications of this
unexpected correlation. While the light-hearted perspectives of "The Hitchhiker's Guide to the
Galaxy" and "Men in Black" may have initially seemed purely entertaining, they now beckon us
to consider the unexpected ways in which the extraterrestrial may imprint itself upon humanity's

inventive endeavors.

In conclusion, our findings present a captivating blend of serious scientific inquiry and
whimsical wonder, showcasing the potential for a lighthearted exploration of the mysteries that
permeate our cosmic and technological spheres. This research, albeit seemingly light-hearted,
invites us to contemplate the profound implications of extraterrestrial encounters on human
ingenuity, leaving us to ponder whether our advancements are solely of earthly origin. As we
take one small step into the realm of UFO sightings and patents, the unexpected discoveries
along this unexplored path may just prove to be "alien" to our conventional understanding of

human creativity and technological progress.

V1. Conclusion
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In conclusion, the findings from our study suggest a remarkably strong correlation between UFO
sightings in New York and the number of patents granted in the United States. It appears that
UFOs may not only be visitors from other worlds but potential enthusiasts of earthly intellectual
property as well. One might say they're truly "out of this world" patent aficionados, keen on

intergalactic innovation and Earthly ingenuity.

The high correlation coefficient and r-squared value point to a substantial relationship between
these two variables, raising the whimsical notion that perhaps UFOs are not only observing
human technological progress but also influencing it, whether intentionally or not. This raises the
question: are they merely celestial spectators, or are they actively participating in the evolution

of human innovation? It's certainly a UFOlogically intriguing prospect.

It seems our extraterrestrial friends are not content with just "flying" under the radar; they may
also be soaring in the world of patents, seeking to secure their own cosmic contributions. Indeed,
they appear to be "patently" curious about human technological advancements, perhaps even
looking to copyright their own otherworldly inventions. One wonders if they're preparing to file

a patent for "anti-gravity propulsion” or "interstellar communication devices."

The correlation uncovered by this research undoubtedly adds a layer of delightful absurdity to
the age-old debate surrounding aliens and their potential influence on human creativity. While
we cannot definitively establish causation, the findings of this study open up a universe of

questions and pun-tential avenues for further exploration.

In light of these findings, we confidently assert that no more research is needed in this area. After
all, proof of an extraterrestrial influence on Earth's technological progress is truly "patently”

obvious.
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