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This study delves into an unexpected nexus between the number of high school
students in their 11th grade and the consumption of hotdogs by the champion of
Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition. Drawing on data from the National Center
for Education Statistics and the trusty Wikipedia, our research uncovers a
surprising correlation coefficient of 0.9525783, with statistical significance at p <
0.01, spanning the years 1990 to 2022. The findings of this study not only whisk up
interest in the world of competitive eating but also tantalize with the tantalizing
thought of a potential correlation between academic milestones and gastronomic

feats.

INTRODUCTION

As the saying goes, "There's always room
for puns" - a sentiment particularly felt at
the annual Nathan's Hot Dog Eating
Competition, where contestants devour
impressive quantities of frankfurters with
the zeal of a student tackling a lunchtime
hotdog in the school cafeteria. In this study,
we embark on a lighthearted yet intriguing
exploration of the often overlooked
connection between the number of high
school students in their 11th grade and the
astonishing feats of hot dog consumption by
the legendary champions of Nathan's famous
competition.

While the world of academic research
often focuses on weighty matters, we
decided to tackle a topic with a bit more
'bite’. Our research was sparked by a casual
conversation at a local hotdog stand — where
the idea of exploring the potential link
between educational demographics and hot
dog consumption was met with a mix of
skepticism and amusement. The skepticism
quickly transformed into intrigue as we
delved into the data and uncovered a
correlation that could not be dismissed as
mere baloney or hogwash.

In a world where academic accolades and
competitive eating seem as different as night
and day, our study aims to bridge the gap

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



between these seemingly disparate realms.
Could it be that the number-crunching in
11th grade classrooms has an inexplicable
impact on the hotdog-crunching at Coney
Island? Join us on this light-hearted yet
compelling inquiry as we endeavor to
unravel the enigma of this unexpected
correlation.

While our study may be seasoned with a
pinch of humor and a dollop of frivolity, the
statistical rigor underpinning our analysis is
no laughing matter. So, grab a hotdog (or
two) and prepare to digest the surprising
findings that await in the subsequent
sections of this paper. With every statistical
bite, we aim to shed light on a connection
that may leave you relishing the
unconventional links between academic
milestones and  competitive  eating
accomplishments. Let the bun fun begin!

Prior research

In their seminal work, Smith et al. (2010)
delves into the often-neglected nexus
between educational demographics and
competitive eating, uncovering surprising
correlations between academic
achievements and feats of gastronomic
prowess. Similarly, Doe and Jones (2015)
have extensively examined the dietary habits
of high school students in their 11th grade,
shedding light on the potential influences of
academic stress on eating behaviors.

Steering away from the traditional academic
literature, we also consulted non-fiction
sources related to competitive eating and
education. In "Frankfurters and Final
Exams: A Study of Unlikely Pairings" by
Culinary  Scholar (2018), the author
discusses the unexpected parallels between
academic  milestones and  culinary

indulgences.  Furthermore, "Educational
Endeavors and  Eating  Escapades:
Unraveling the Unbelievable Bond" by
Dietary Detective (2016) provides intriguing
insights into the interplay between
educational environments and consuming
capacities.

Turning to the world of fiction, we elicit
further support for our unconventional
inquiry. "The Gulp of Grades: An Epic Tale
of Academic Appetites” by Novel Nibbler
(2014) paints a vivid picture of the
connection between high school years and
epicurean endeavors. Moreover, "The
Hotdog Chronicles: A Journey Through
Buns and Books" by Fictional Feaster
(2012) weaves a compelling narrative
around the unexpected synergy between
educational pursuits and culinary conquests.

In expanding our search, we also drew
inspiration from cinematic representations
that tangentially relate to the subject at hand.
"Teenage Muncher's Delight" (2008)
breathes life into the challenges of high
school and the world of competitive eating,
offering a cinematic portrayal of the
potential connections between academic
milestones and hotdog consumption.
Furthermore, "Coney Island Capers: The
Saga of Sausages and Scholars" (2005) takes
viewers on a whimsical journey, echoing the
themes of our investigation in an
entertaining and thought-provoking manner.

As we move forward in our analysis, these
whimsical yet related sources provide a
broader context for our study, enriching the
tapestry of interdisciplinary connections
between educational demographics and
gustatory accomplishments.

Approach
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Sample Selection:

To uncover the mysterious link between
the number of public school students in their
11th grade and the hotdog consumption
prowess of Nathan's Hot Dog Eating
Competition champion, we embarked on a
quest through the labyrinthine networks of
the National Center for Education Statistics
and the delightful rabbit hole of Wikipedia.
The journey began with a casual browsing
of statistics and ended with a riveting
slideshow presentation on the surprisingly
captivating world of educational
demographics.

Data Collection:

Armed with determination, spreadsheets,
and a healthy dose of skepticism, we
scoured the available data from 1990 to
2022, sifting through the digital haystack to
find some statistical needles. The search
involved encoding complex algorithms to
decipher the relationship between teen
academics and the consumption habits of
elite hotdog devourers. Our data collection
process was as meticulous as a hotdog
eating contest judge, aiming to capture every
single nugget of information, both relevant
and ribtickling.

Data Analysis:

With an artillery of statistical software
and a knack for extracting tantalizing
insights, we set out to crunch numbers with
the precision of a hotdog bun manufacturer.
We employed regression models, correlation
analyses, and various spatial statistical
techniques to unearth any semblance of a
link between these seemingly incongruous
variables. Through rigorous mathematical
acrobatics, we aimed to illuminate the
seemingly dimly lit connection between

academic institutions and competitive eating
arenas.

Control Variables:

Our analysis also accounted for potential
confounding factors, such as regional
differences in hotdog consumption and
fluctuations in 11th-grade population size.
Moreover, we kept a vigilant eye on
exogenous variables that might sneakily join
the academic and culinary fray. This
included the introduction of new
condiments, changes in hotdog bun textures,
and possible fluctuations in exam schedules
that could tantalizingly skew the results.

Ethical Considerations:

Throughout the data collection and
analysis processes, we ensured the utmost
respect for the privacy and integrity of the
educational and gastronomic data involved.
Additionally, we maintained a stance of
neutrality and professionalism, refraining
from any undue bias in our investigation,
despite the tempting aroma of the research
subject.

By blending scientific rigor with a
lighthearted approach, we aim to quench the
thirst for knowledge while tickling the taste
buds of statistical aficionados and
competitive eating enthusiasts alike. With
our methodologies as robust as a well-grilled
sausage, we present our findings in the
subsequent sections, hoping to satiate your
appetite for unusual academic-epicurean
connections.

Results

We can't help but relish the tantalizing
correlation uncovered in this study. After
churning through the data from the National
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Center for Education Statistics and
Wikipedia, we found a strikingly strong
correlation  coefficient of  0.9525783
between the number of public school
students in their 11th grade and the hotdogs
consumed by the champion of Nathan's Hot
Dog Eating Competition. That's right, folks -
there's a statistical link between academia
and frankfurter feasting!

Not only was the correlation coefficient
impressive, but the r-squared value of
0.9074055 tells us that a whopping 90.7% of
the variability in hotdog consumption can be
explained by the number of 11th grade
students. It's as if the number of young
minds in their junior year has a direct
bearing on the incredible hotdog-devouring
abilities of the Nathan's champion. Who
would have thought that academic
milestones and gastronomic feats could be
so intimately intertwined?

And just to add a cherry on top of this
statistical sundae, the p-value was less than
0.01, indicating that this connection is
certainly no fluke - unless we're talking
about a hotdog-eating contest, in which case
it would be entirely apropos.

Years 1990-2022, r=0.953, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

Fig. 1 presents a scatterplot that vividly
illustrates this robust association. You can
see the trend line stretching proudly through
the data  points, showcasing the
unmistakable link between the number of
11th graders and the hotdog-consumption
prowess of the Nathan's champion. It's a
sight to behold, much like witnessing a
masterful hotdog-eating performance itself.

In conclusion, we have uncovered a
statistical relationship that not only delights
the taste buds of statistical aficionados but
also ignites curiosity about the unexpected
connections that underlie academic and
culinary phenomena. The findings of this
study not only satisfy our appetite for
statistical discovery but also leave us hungry
for further exploration of the delightful, yet
perplexing, world of bun fun.

Discussion of findings

The hearty results of our study not only
bolster the existing research but also add a
generous helping of statistical gravitas to the
burgeoning field of academic inquiry into
the curious link between educational
demographics and competitive eating. As we
delve deeper into the implications of our
findings, we find ourselves grappling with a
conundrum that is both appetizing and
academically tantalizing.

The correlation coefficient of 0.9525783 that
we merrily uncovered lends support to the
works of Smith et al. (2010) and Doe and
Jones (2015), who, with serious intent,
teased out the subtle influences of academic
milestones on culinary feats. Our study
doesn't just ketchup with their findings, but
rather relishes in the robustness of their
previous inquiries. These whimsically titled
publications, such as "Frankfurters and Final
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Exams: A Study of Unlikely Pairings" and
"Educational ~ Endeavors and  Eating
Escapades: Unraveling the Unbelievable
Bond," are now garnished with our
statistically significant addition, enriching
the academic buffet of literature in this niche
area.

Furthermore, the r-squared value of
0.9074055 underscores the savory notion
that a large proportion of the variation in
hotdog consumption can be sausaged to the
number of 11th grade students. In other
words, it seems that the academic gravitas of
these young minds has an overwhelming
impact on the voracious victors of Nathan's
Hot Dog Eating Competition. This resonates
with the intangible yet formidable ways in
which academic environments can influence
the consumption capacities of competitive
eaters, as astutely hinted at in the fictional
works "The Gulp of Grades: An Epic Tale of
Academic Appetites” and "The Hotdog
Chronicles: A Journey Through Buns and
Books."

Ah, the p-value of less than 0.01! With a
result so tantalizing, one could say the
probability of a spurious connection is as
low as the chances of finding a vegetarian at
a sausage fest. Our findings echo the themes
portrayed in the cinematic representations
"Teenage Muncher's Delight" and "Coney
Island Capers: The Saga of Sausages and
Scholars,” adding a layer of statistical
intrigue to the whimsical portrayal of
academia and gastronomic indulgence.

In essence, our study not only adds
statistical meat to the bone of existing
literature but also sets the table for further
exploration of the unexpected connections
that underpin academic and culinary
phenomena. The delightful world of bun fun

certainly holds promise for future studies
and may just provide the perfect opportunity
for scholars to sink their teeth into a truly
unique field of inquiry.

Conclusion

In the wise words of Oscar Wilde, "Life is
too short to miss the joy of a perfectly
grilled hotdog!" Our study has certainly
embraced this sentiment, uncovering a
correlation so strong that it's enough to make
your statistical buns sizzle. With a
correlation coefficient of 0.9525783, it
seems that as the number of 11th graders
rises, so does the hotdog consumption of the
Nathan's Hot Dog Eating Competition
champion. It's a statistical match made in
meaty heaven!

As we wrap up this gastronomically-themed
statistical adventure, it's clear that our
findings have mustard, I mean, mustered
quite the appetite for further investigation.
The idea that academic milestones could
somehow influence the devouring of
hotdogs at a competitive level is as
tantalizing as the aroma of a sizzling grill on
a summer day. It's a veritable feast for
thought, challenging conventional notions of
cause and effect.

The robust statistical evidence we've
amassed not only adds a spicy kick to the
field of competitive eating research but also
serves as a reminder that statistical inquiry
can be as flavorful as any culinary delight.
By uncovering this unlikely connection, we
have not only broadened our understanding
of the world but also ignited a craving for
more unconventional statistical pairings.

However, it's time to put a lid on this
particular study. In the grand tradition of a
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well-timed punchline, we assert that no
more research is needed in this area. We've
relished the statistical tale of academic
triumph and hotdog heroism, leaving us with
the sense that sometimes, statistical
correlations are indeed a "wiener"-takes-all
game.
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