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Abstract

The phenomenon of naming conventions and their potential impact on career choices and demographic 
trends has long fascinated researchers across various fields. In this study, we set out to investigate the 
peculiar correlation between the popularity of the first name "Brieanna" and the number of preschool 
special education teachers in the state of Missouri. Drawing from data provided by the US Social Security 
Administration and the Bureau of Labor Statistics, we conducted a thorough analysis spanning the years 
2012 to 2021. Our findings revealed a surprisingly robust correlation coefficient of 0.8494470, with a 
statistical significance of p < 0.01. Our results not only shed light on the whimsical nature of name 
preferences but also hint at the tantalizing possibility of a "cheesy" influence on career paths. This study 
opens the door to further investigations into the quirky dynamics of name choices and their impact on 
societal trends.
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1. Introduction

Introduction

Ah, the mystical world of names - where the
melodic  syllables  of  nomenclature  collide
with  the  enigmatic  forces  that  shape  our

destinies.  From  Bridget  to  Brianna,  the
choices we make in bestowing names upon
our  offspring  can  be  as  bewildering  as  a
statistical outlier in a regression analysis.
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In this study, we delved into the deliciously
peculiar  correlation between the popularity
of the first name "Brieanna" and the number
of  preschool  special  education teachers in
the state of Missouri. Why, you ask? Well,
as researchers,  our insatiable curiosity led
us  down  this  rabbit  hole  of  curiosity,  not
unlike  Alice  in  Wonderland,  in  search  of
statistical wonderland.

The  proverbial  "eureka"  moment  came
when we dug into the data provided by the
US Social  Security  Administration  and  the
Bureau of Labor Statistics. Lo and behold,
what did we find? A correlation coefficient so
strong,  it  could  be  likened  to  the  binding
force  in  a  cheese  fondue  -  a  robust
0.8494470, to be precise. This was not just
a  fluke,  mind  you.  The  statistical
significance  of  p  <  0.01  left  us  more
convinced  than  ever  that  there  might  be
something  gouda  going  on  behind  the
scenes.

Now, I wouldn't want to sound too cheesy,
but  the  implications  of  this  study  are  as
fascinating as the sheer variety of cheeses
in a fromagerie. Could it  be that the name
"Brieanna"  exerts  a  mysterious  influence,
guiding individuals toward the noble path of
nurturing our youngest learners with special
needs? Or is this  just  a delightful  quirk of
fate, akin to stumbling upon a perfectly ripe
wedge of Brie at an unexpected moment?

This  study  is  just  the  tip  of  the  iceberg
lettuce  in  the  salad  of  name-related
research. It opens up a world of possibilities
and invites scholars to embark on whimsical
explorations  into  the  depths  of  name
preferences and their underlying influences.
One  can  almost  hear  the  academic
community  chanting,  "Brieanna  Brielliant,
the cheese stands alone, hooray!"

So, with a twinkle in our eye and a fondue
fork in hand, let us embark on this cheesy
journey  of  discovery,  where  the  joy  of
statistics  meets  the  delight  of  dairy-based
puns.

2. Literature Review

In  "The  Cheesiest  Correlations:  A Gouda
Guide  to  Statistical  Analysis,"  Smith  and
Doe  delve  into  the  curious  world  of
seemingly  unrelated  correlations,
uncovering  patterns  that  are  as  surprising
as  finding  a  wheel  of  gouda  in  a  library.
However,  our  investigation  into  the
connection  between  the  popularity  of  the
first  name  "Brieanna"  and  the  number  of
preschool  special  education  teachers  in
Missouri  has  taken  us  deeper  into  this
labyrinthine maze of statistical whimsy.

The delightful complexities of naming trends
and  their  potential  impact  on  professional
choices have been a source of fascination
for  researchers.  In  "Monikers  and  Paths:
The  Influence  of  Names  on  Career
Trajectories,"  Jones  presents  a  thorough
exploration  of  how  names  can  shape
individuals'  decisions, from career paths to
personal branding. Our study aims to add a
slice of gouda to this body of research by
examining  the  specific  case  of  the  name
"Brieanna" and its potential influence on the
field of  preschool  special  education in  the
state of Missouri.

Turning  to  non-fiction  explorations  in  the
realm of  names and  societal  trends,  "The
Power of Naming: Unlocking the Secrets of
Identity" by García offers a comprehensive
examination  of  the  psychological  and
sociological  implications  of  names.  While
García's work may not specifically mention
"Brieanna,"  it  sets  the  stage  for
understanding  the  nuanced  connections
between  names  and  personal  or
professional trajectories.

Shifting  gears  from  rigorous  academic
research to the realm of fiction, we uncover
surprising  insights  in  "The  Name  Game
Chronicles:  Tales  of  Destiny  and  Whimsy"
by A. Novel. In this whimsical collection, the
author weaves stories of characters whose
lives  are  inexplicably  intertwined  with  the

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



peculiarities  of  their  names.  While  "The
Name  Game  Chronicles"  may  not  offer
empirical evidence, it primes the reader for
contemplating the fantastical possibilities of
name-related phenomena.

As researchers, we took on the noble task
of immersing ourselves in popular culture to
glean insights from unlikely sources. Shows
such  as  "The  X-Files:  Name Edition"  and
"Stranger  Names"  were  not  only
entertaining  but  also  shed  light  on  the
public's  enduring  curiosity  about  the
mysteries of names. By blending the rigors
of  statistical  analysis  with  the  levity  of
popular media, we seek to bridge the gap
between  scholarly  investigations  and  the
broader cultural consciousness.

Now,  brace  yourselves  for  the  enticing
journey ahead, as we navigate through the
cheddar-infused  maze  of  academia  and
whimsy. It's time to uncover the tantalizing
connections between names, careers, and a
sprinkle  of  statistical  magic.  Get  ready  to
say  "cheese"  and  smile,  for  the  joy  of
research  meets  the delight  of  dairy-based
puns!

3. Our approach & methods

Data Collection:

To  unravel  the  enigmatic  connection
between  the  popularity  of  the  first  name
"Brieanna"  and  the  number  of  preschool
special  education  teachers  in  the  state  of
Missouri,  we  embarked  on  a  quest  that
would  make  Indiana  Jones  proud.  Our
intrepid team scoured the vast expanse of
the  internet,  sifting  through  the  digital
haystacks for the elusive needles of data. 

We obtained the data from the US Social
Security  Administration,  which provided us
with the delightful details of Brieannas being
welcomed into the world from 2012 to 2021.
Meanwhile,  the  Bureau of  Labor  Statistics
graciously furnished us with the number of
preschool  special  education  teachers

prancing about the plains of Missouri during
the same time frame. 

Now, you might be thinking, "Why focus on
Missouri?  Is  there  something  particularly
enchanting about this state when it comes
to  cheese,  uh,  I  mean,  names  and
careers?"  Well,  dear  reader,  we  selected
Missouri because it has a certain je ne sais
quoi  when  it  comes  to  revealing  the
mysteries  of  Brieannas  and  preschool
special education teachers. Our choice was
as deliberate as pairing the perfect vintage
with a delectable wedge of Brie - after all,
we do appreciate a good concoction of data
and dairy.

Statistical Analysis:

With our treasure trove of data in hand, we
set  about taming the wild beast known as
statistical  analysis.  We  unleashed  the  full
power of correlation coefficients, t-tests, and
regression  models  to  scrutinize  the
relationship  between  the  popularity  of  the
name "Brieanna" and the noble profession
of preschool special education teaching.

We  calculated  the  correlation  coefficient
with the meticulousness of a cheesemonger
crafting  the  perfect  charcuterie  board,
ultimately  revealing  a  surprisingly  robust
value  of  0.8494470.  In  the  parlance  of
statistics, this is akin to discovering a slice
of gouda hiding in a haystack of cheddar. 

Not content with statistical parlor tricks, we
also subjected our findings to the rigors of
hypothesis  testing,  where  the  p-value
shimmered proudly at less than 0.01. It was
a  moment  akin  to  discovering  a  wheel  of
Camembert at a bargain price - statistically
significant and utterly delightful.

Ethical Considerations:

In  the  pursuit  of  scientific  inquiry,  we
remained steadfast in upholding the ethical
principles  of  data  integrity  and  scholarly
conduct. The privacy of individuals bearing
the name "Brieanna" was safeguarded with
the vigilance of a dragon guarding its hoard
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of gold. Similarly, the professional dignity of
preschool  special  education  teachers  was
honored with the reverence one reserves for
a finely aged Parmigiano-Reggiano.

Furthermore, we ensured that our research
methods adhered to the highest standards
of  academic rigor and intellectual honesty.
We navigated the tumultuous seas of data
with  the  moral  compass  of  a  Brie-loving
sailor,  guided  by  the  principle  that  every
statistical  inference  should  be  as  pure  as
freshly churned butter.

In conclusion, our methodology stands as a
testament  to  the  spirited  pursuit  of
knowledge,  spiced  with  a  generous
sprinkling of cheesy humor and a touch of
statistical flair. In the words of the immortal
bard,  William  Shakesbrie,  "All's  well  that
ends with a cheese pun."

4. Results

The  results  of  our  analysis  revealed  a
remarkably  strong correlation  between  the
prevalence of the first name "Brieanna" and
the number of preschool special education
teachers in Missouri. Over the period from
2012  to  2021,  we  found  a  correlation
coefficient of 0.8494470, which is about as
solid  as a wheel  of  cheddar  in  a cheese-
rolling  competition.  This  suggests  a  high
degree  of  association  between  the
popularity  of  this  particular  name and  the
professional  pursuits  within  the  realm  of
preschool special education.

To  put  it  in  more  scientific  terms,  our  r-
squared value of  0.7215602 indicates that
approximately 72.15% of the variation in the
number  of  special  education  teachers  can
be explained by the popularity of the name
"Brieanna." In other words, the influence of
this  name  on  career  choices  is  about  as
clear  as  the  distinct  aroma  of  a  ripe
Camembert.

Our  statistical  analysis  also  yielded  a  p-
value of less than 0.01, indicating that the

observed  correlation  is  highly  unlikely  to
occur by chance. This level of significance
is as rare and delightful as stumbling upon a
cache of  artisanal  cheeses at  a wine and
cheese festival.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

To visually communicate the strength of this
correlation,  we  present  Figure  1,  a
scatterplot  that  aptly  demonstrates  the
compelling  relationship  between  the
frequency of "Brieanna" as a first name and
the number of preschool special education
teachers  in  Missouri.  As  the  data  points
coalesce into a pattern akin to the intricate
marbling of a blue cheese, the strength of
this  association  becomes  unmistakably
clear.

In  conclusion,  our  findings  underscore the
intriguing link between the popularity of the
name  "Brieanna"  and  the  employment
trends  in  the  field  of  preschool  special
education. It appears that the allure of this
particular  name  may  indeed  exert  a
substantial influence on individuals' choices
of profession, akin to the irresistible allure of
a perfectly ripe brie. These results open the
door  to  a  deeper  understanding  of  the
whimsical ways in which names can shape
career  paths  and  societal  dynamics,
beckoning  researchers  to  dive  into  the
delectable  world  of  nomenclature  and  its
multifaceted influences.
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And that's not just a gouda theory – it's a
provolone conclusion!

5. Discussion

In  this  discussion,  we  gratefully
acknowledge  the  incredibly  gouda-licious
correlation  between  the  popularity  of  the
first  name  "Brieanna"  and  the  number  of
preschool special education teachers in the
state  of  Missouri.  Our  findings  align  with
previous research that has delved into the
fascinating world of name preferences and
their  uncanny  connections  to  career
trajectories.  Just  as  a  well-aged  cheddar
showcases its complexity through layers of
flavor,  our  study has uncovered the multi-
layered influence of a name on professional
pursuits.

Following in the tradition of Smith and Doe's
exploration  of  cheesy  correlations,  our
research adds a  slice  of  provolone to  the
epically  rich  assortment  of  statistical
curiosities.  We  have  validated  the
hypothesis that the name "Brieanna" is not
just  a whimsical  moniker  but  may wield a
significant  influence on the career  choices
of  individuals  in  the  field  of  special
education. Our findings mirror their study's
revelations, emphasizing the alluring nature
of  seemingly  unrelated  correlations  and
their  potential  for  unveiling  amusing  yet
undeniable connections.

Turning  to  the  scholarly  work  of  Jones,
which  cunningly  dissected  the  impact  of
names on career paths, we find our results
harmonizing  with  the  broader  tapestry  of
name-related influences.  Much like a well-
crafted cheese platter, our study contributes
a unique and complementary flavor to the
academic feast, enriching the discourse on
the profound impact of naming conventions
on professional trajectories.

While  García's  treatise  did  not  specifically
mention "Brieanna," our research resonates
with  the broader  reckoning  of  names  and

their  far-reaching  implications.  Like  the
interplay  of  ingredients  in  a  gourmet
macaroni  and  cheese,  our  study  adds  a
dash of  zest  to  the  exploration  of  naming
preferences  and  their  subtle  yet  potent
effects on societal trends.

In reflecting on the literary escapades of A.
Novel, we recognize the whimsy of fictional
narratives and their tantalizing exploration of
how  names  intertwine  with  destiny.  While
our  research  adheres  to  the  rigors  of
empirical inquiry, we cannot resist savoring
the playfulness of name-related phenomena
woven throughout the literary landscape.

Our considerations of popular culture, from
"The  X-Files:  Name  Edition"  to  "Stranger
Names,"  have  allowed  us  to  merge  the
levity of entertainment with the seriousness
of scholarly inquiry. Just as a playful cheese
tasting  event  enlivens  the  spirit,  these
cultural touchstones have added a delightful
zest to our disciplined pursuit of uncovering
the enchanting mysteries of names.

In a nutshell,  our study has embraced the
joyful  interplay  of  academic  rigor  and
whimsical  musings,  shedding  light  on  the
captivating correlation between a name and
career choices. With our findings, we invite
fellow  researchers  to  partake  in  the
delightful  fusion  of  scientific  inquiry  and
cheesy  puns,  for  it  is  through  this
amalgamation  that  we  may  continue  to
unravel  the  delectable  secrets  of
nomenclature. As we venture further into the
savory domain of name-related research, let
us embrace the mirth, the marvel, and the
enchanting allure of academic pursuits – for
in the realm of scholarly inquiry,  as in the
world of artisanal cheeses, there is always
room for a good laugh and a hearty helping
of provolone conclusions!

6. Conclusion

In  the  immortal  words  of  the  great
philosopher Parmesan: "That's a wrap!" Our
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journey  into  the  fascinating  world  of
Brieanna  and  preschool  special  education
teachers in Missouri has left us feeling grate
and full of cheesy delight.

The correlation coefficient of 0.8494470 we
uncovered is as strong as the aroma of a
provolone that's  been aging gracefully.  It's
clear  as  day  that  there's  something
enchanting about the name "Brieanna" that
draws individuals toward the heartwarming
world of nurturing young minds with special
needs,  like  a  gravitational  pull  towards  a
wheel of Gouda at a cheese market.

Our r-squared value of 0.7215602 explained
approximately 72.15% of the variation in the
number  of  special  education  teachers,
leaving only a small slice of mystery like the
last wedge of Gruyère on a platter. The p-
value of  less  than 0.01 solidifies  the idea
that  this  correlation  is  rarer  and  more
delightful  than finding a forgotten stash of
truffle-infused  cheese  in  the  back  of  the
fridge.

This study has brought us not only scientific
insight but also a newfound appreciation for
the  quirky  and  whimsical  ways  in  which
names can influence career choices. As we
conclude  this  gouda  journey,  we  declare
that  no  further  research is  needed  in  this
area – we've reached the peak of delightful
cheesiness,  and  it's  time  to  brie-hold  and
savor the discoveries we've made!

So  let's  raise  a  toast  with  a  glass  of  fine
wine  and  a  plate  of  assorted  cheeses,  to
Brieanna  Brielliant  and  the  not-so-secret
power of her name in shaping the world of
preschool special education in Missouri. It's
been  a  gouda  ride,  but  it's  time  to  say
"cheese"  and  move  on  to  other  culinary
curiosities in the world of research.
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