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In this paper, we investigate the curious relationship between the popularity of the first name "Wesley" and the stock price of Dollar Tree Inc. (DLTR). While
seemingly unrelated, our research reveals a surprisingly strong correlation between the two. We harnessed data from the US Social Security Administration
and LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv) and conducted a rigorous analysis spanning two decades. Our findings show a remarkable correlation coefficient of
0.9880488 and p < 0.01 for the period of 2002 to 2022, leaving economists and name enthusiasts alike scratching their heads in amazement. Our research
sheds light on this unlikely connection and offers a whimsical insight into the unpredictable nature of market trends and human behavior. So, is the rise and
fall of DLTR stock price tied to the ebb and flow of "Wesleys" in the world? Let's dive into the peculiar world of financial and naming fads to find out.

The world of stock market analysis is a serious and stoic realm,
full of charts, graphs, and the occasional overly enthusiastic
financial analyst. But what happens when we throw a wild card
into the mix - a first name like "Wesley"? That's right, folks,
we're diving headfirst into the enigmatic world of market
anomalies and baby names. Our investigation delves into the
perplexing correlation between the popularity of the first name
"Wesley" and the stock price of Dollar Tree Inc. (DLTR).

One might wonder if there is a logical connection or if this is
simply a case of statistical shenanigans. Is it possible that the
rise and fall of DLTR stock price is tied to the ebb and flow of
"Wesleys" in the world? Before you dismiss this notion as pure
whimsy, let's examine the evidence and see if we can unravel
this curious phenomenon.

Ladies and gentlemen, put on your lab coats and buckle up as
we embark on a scientific adventure that involves not only
numbers and market data, but also the cultural dynamics of baby
naming trends. It's like the fusion of Wall Street and a baby
name book - a true intellectual rollercoaster! So, let's tuck in our
ties and tease our brains as we explore the "Wesley and Dollar
Tree: Stocking up on Popularity”" phenomenon. Onward to the
land where finance meets nomenclature!

Review of existing research

The peculiar relationship between the popularity of the first
name "Wesley" and the stock price of Dollar Tree Inc. (DLTR)
has garnered attention from both the financial and name
enthusiast communities. The literature on this unlikely
connection is surprisingly extensive, with a mix of serious
academic studies, non-fiction books, and even fictional works
that hint at this curious phenomenon.

Smith and Doe (2015) conducted a comprehensive study
examining the correlation between baby names and stock prices,

and while their focus was not specifically on "Wesley" and
DLTR, their findings suggest a broader pattern of naming
influence on market performance. Similarly, Jones (2018)
delved into the social implications of naming trends, shedding
light on the psychological impact of popular names on consumer
behavior and financial markets.

Moving beyond academic research, non-fiction works such as
"Freakonomics" by Steven Levitt and Stephen Dubner and
"Predictably Irrational" by Dan Ariely have touched upon the
quirky interplay between seemingly unrelated phenomena,
providing a framework to consider the unexpected association
between a name and stock prices.

Now, let’s take a whimsical turn and consider fictional works
that may offer allegorical insights into our perplexing
correlation. In the classic novel "Wesley and the Dollar Tree of
Secrets" by Fictional Author X, the protagonist’s name mirrors
the fluctuating fortunes of the Dollar Tree, weaving a tale of
financial intrigue and baby-naming mysteries. In a similar vein,
"The Name Game Chronicle" by Imaginary Writer Y offers a
fantastical exploration of the metaphysical ties between names
and economic destinies, tickling the reader’s imagination with
whimsy and wonder.

For a more contemporary perspective, social media chatter has
also contributed to the discourse surrounding the "Wesley and
Dollar Tree" phenomenon. A tweet by @FinanceGurul23
speculates, “Maybe the Dollar Tree stock price dances to the
rhythm of ‘Sweet Caroline’ being sung by a chorus of Wesleys
somewhere in the world. #FinancialMysteries
#NameWhisperer.” Although not a formal research citation, such
musings from the digital sphere provide a lighthearted backdrop
to our investigation.

In light of these diverse sources, it is clear that the intersection
of “Wesley” and DLTR stock price is a subject that transcends
traditional disciplinary boundaries, inviting curiosity and raising
eyebrows in equal measure. As we navigate through this
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literature, it becomes evident that our exploration is not just an
academic exercise but a journey into the whimsical interplay of
human behavior and market dynamics. So, let’s embrace the
unexpected and embark on this adventure with a twinkle in our
eye and a healthy dose of intellectual merriment.

Procedure

To unravel the mystifying connection between the prevalence of
the first name "Wesley" and the stock performance of Dollar
Tree Inc. (DLTR), we embarked on a scientific journey that
combined data mining with a sprinkle of baby name fascination.
Our research team harnessed the power of the digital realm,
venturing into the depths of the US Social Security
Administration's treasure trove of baby names and enlisting the
services of LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv) to capture the elusive
movements of DLTR stock prices. The period of scrutiny
extended from 2002 to 2022, providing a generous window for
capturing the undulating waves of market fluctuation and baby
naming trends.

Our pursuit began with the meticulous extraction of data on the
frequency of the name "Wesley" from the US Social Security
Administration, where the naming landscape can resemble a
grand banquet of linguistic diversity. We sought to grasp the
trajectory of "Wesley" across the years, from its humble
beginnings to potential spikes in popularity that could align with
market upheavals. It was no small feat to sift through mountains
of monikers, but the quest for statistical enlightenment requires
such sacrifices.

Simultaneously, we tapped into the financial wisdom preserved
within the digital annals of LSEG Analytics (Refinitiv), where
the movements of DLTR stock prices were archived with
precision. Market enthusiasts might attest that tracing stock
prices can be akin to reading tea leaves, but armed with the tools
of modern analytics, we assumed this task with the glee of
explorers in uncharted territory.

Drawing upon these rich reservoirs of data, we engaged in a
dance with statistics, unleashing the calculating prowess of
correlation analysis to discern any potential interplay between
the undulations of DLTR stock prices and the ascent and descent
of "Wesleys" in the world. Our trusty statistical software stood
as a sentinel, ensuring that no fluctuation or trend slipped
through the cracks of our scrutiny.

The statistical meanderings led us to uncover a correlation
coefficient - a statistical beacon that signifies the degree of
association between two variables - of 0.9880488, accompanied
by an enchanting p-value less than 0.01. These numbers, akin to
the stars in the statistical cosmos, pointed to a robust association
that could not be dismissed lightly.

In summary, our methodology melded the realms of digital data
excavation, financial acumen, and statistical sorcery in a quest to
illuminate the peculiar connection between "Wesley" and the
rise and fall of DLTR stock prices. Armed with our unyielding
curiosity and a formidable array of statistical tools, we ventured
through the numerical thickets to uncover the extraordinary ties
that bind baby names and market trends.

Findings

The results of our investigation into the curious relationship
between the popularity of the first name "Wesley" and the stock
price of Dollar Tree Inc. (DLTR) are in, and they are nothing
short of astonishing — or should we say "Wesley-stoning"? Our
analysis revealed a positively staggering correlation coefficient
of 0.9880488, indicating a remarkably strong linear relationship
between the two variables. In layman's terms, it's as if the
financial markets and baby naming trends have been dancing in
perfect harmony, creating a peculiar symphony of data that
would make even the most seasoned economists do a double-
take.

Furthermore, our findings also yielded an impressive r-squared
value of 0.9762404. For those unfamiliar with this statistical
gem, the r-squared value indicates the proportion of the variance
in the stock price of Dollar Tree Inc. that can be explained by the
popularity of the name "Wesley." In this case, it appears that
"Wesley" holds quite a bit of sway over the fluctuation of DLTR
stock prices, leaving us to ponder the implications of such a
seemingly whimsical connection.

To put it into perspective, the strength of the relationship we
uncovered between the two variables is akin to finding out that
the laws of thermodynamics also apply to the temperature
preferences of your morning coffee — unexpected, yet
undeniably intriguing.

Years 2002-2022, r=0.988, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

And for those who thrive on statistical significance, hold onto
your pocket protectors, because our analysis resulted in a p-
value of less than 0.01. In other words, the likelihood of
observing such a strong relationship between the popularity of
the name "Wesley" and DLTR stock prices by pure chance is
about as probable as stumbling upon a unicorn in your backyard
— highly unlikely, but oh-so-fascinating if it were to happen.

In conclusion, our results not only confirm the existence of a
remarkable correlation between the popularity of the first name
"Wesley" and the stock price of Dollar Tree Inc., but they also
invite us to ponder the whimsical and often inexplicable nature
of market dynamics and societal trends. Whether it's a case of
serendipitous statistical alignment or a genuine reflection of the
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cultural zeitgeist, the "Wesley and Dollar Tree: Stocking up on
Popularity" phenomenon has left us marveling at the intriguing
interplay between markets and monikers. It's a reminder that in
the realm of research and analysis, even the most unexpected
connections can yield valuable insights and a good laugh or two
along the way.

Discussion

Our findings have certainly uncovered a "Wesley" whirlwind of
statistical delight, leaving us to marvel at the whimsical ways in
which baby names and stock prices can tango together. The
positively staggering correlation coefficient of 0.9880488 has
undoubtedly raised more than a few eyebrows, and not just
because of its statistical magnitude. This discovery supports the
work of Smith and Doe (2015), who hinted at a broader pattern
of naming influence on market performance. While they may
not have specifically predicted the "Wesley and Dollar Tree"
phenomenon, their research laid the groundwork for our own
unexpected leap into the name-stock correlation abyss.

But what does this mean for the average investor? Should one
rush to invest in DLTR whenever "Wesley" ascends the baby
name charts? Well, hold on to your calculators, because while
our results are statistically significant, correlation does not imply
causation. As tempting as it may be to believe that the rise of
"Wesleys" heralds fortuitous financial winds for Dollar Tree, we
must remember that the whims of the market are as enigmatic as
the twists and turns of a roller coaster — and just as prone to
causing queasiness.

It's worth noting that our r-squared value of 0.9762404 indicates
that a significant proportion of the variance in DLTR stock
prices can be explained by the popularity of "Wesley." In
essence, "Wesley" appears to have staked his claim on a sizable
piece of the Dollar Tree stock rollercoaster ride, perhaps even
securing the seat with the best view of the financial landscape.

Furthermore, the p-value of less than 0.01 speaks volumes about
the unlikelihood of this relationship occurring by pure chance.
This is akin to stumbling upon a treasure chest of statistical
marvels buried beneath the noise of random fluctuations, only to
find that it's not filled with gold coins, but rather with surprises
and head-scratching curiosities.

In a world where data and whimsy collide, our investigation into
the "Wesley and Dollar Tree" phenomenon has not only
substantiated a surprising connection but has also prompted a
lively reevaluation of what we consider to be correlated in the
realm of financial and human phenomena. So, as we dust off our
bow ties and pocket protectors and prepare to pierce the veil of
this enigmatic correlation with renewed vigor, it's clear that in
the hallowed halls of research, the unexpected is not just an
anomaly — it's an invitation to unleash the scientific spirit of
adventure and a healthy dose of intellectual joy.

Conclusion

In conclusion, our findings have surprised us more than a pop
quiz on a Monday morning. The extraordinary correlation

between the popularity of the name "Wesley" and the stock price
of Dollar Tree Inc. (DLTR) has not only raised eyebrows but
also raised the bar for what we thought we knew about market
fluctuations. It's as if the financial world and baby naming trends
have decided to do a synchronized dance routine, and we're all
here for the show.

While some may think this correlation is as unlikely as finding a
four-leaf clover in a field of financial reports, our statistical
analysis leaves no room for doubt. The p-value of less than 0.01
is rarer than a blue moon on a leap year, cementing the
significance of this seemingly whimsical connection. Who knew
that the ebb and flow of "Wesleys" could have such an impact
on stock prices? It's like finding out that the Heisenberg
Uncertainty Principle also applies to deciding between "buy" or
"sell" on the stock market — mind-boggling, to say the least.

With an r-squared value of 0.9762404, it's clear that "Wesley"
wields a considerable influence over DLTR stock prices. It's as if
the name has taken a seat at the table of market forces, casually
sipping its coffee while affecting the financial world in ways no
one could have anticipated. We're left pondering if there's a
covert "Wesley" fan club on Wall Street, secretly dictating
market trends like a well-organized flash mob.

So, where do we go from here? Well, in the immortal words of
Destiny's Child, "I don't think you're ready for this jelly,"
because the jelly, in this case, is the undeniable connection
between a first name and stock prices. It's as if the universe has
decided to play a cosmic joke on us, showing that even the most
unlikely pairs can come together in a statistical tango that leaves
us both dazzled and intrigued.

In conclusion, our findings not only provide a fascinating insight
into the mysterious interplay between baby names and stock
markets but also remind us that in the world of research, the
unexpected can be just as revealing as the predictable. As for
future research, we believe it's safe to say that no further
inquiries are needed in this tantalizingly quirky arena of
statistical wonder. The "Wesley and Dollar Tree: Stocking up on
Popularity" phenomenon has spoken, and it's time to sit back,
relax, and watch the market dance to the beat of "Wesley" — a
name now forever intertwined with the whimsical world of stock
prices. Cheers to statistical surprises and the unpredictable
quirks of economic and cultural trends!
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