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Abstract

Behold, the dairy peculiar research endeavor that no one asked for, yet absolutely needed! We embarked
on the quest to unravel the enigmatic link between the consumption of cottage cheese and the 
perpetration of grand auto theft in the Lone Star State, Texas. The study ingeniously employs statistical 
analysis and whimsical wit to unravel the curdled mystery! Our team, armed with data from the USDA and
the FBI's Criminal Justice Information Services, delved into the depths of cheese consumption and 
chronic car crime trends. To our astonishment, a correlation coefficient of a whopping 0.9282387 reared 
its cheesy head, delivering incontrovertible evidence of a strong positive relationship. And as any good 
academic paper should, we solemnly declare with utmost seriousness and a straight face, p < 0.01 for the
period of 1990 to 2021! In light of these peculiar findings, we couldn't resist seasoning our scholarly 
pursuit with a truly gouda dad joke: Why did the cheese go to the gym? Because it wanted to get 
shredded! Consider this research an opportunity for academia to brie-ghten up its otherwise austere 
corridors with some dairy deliciousness!

Copyleft 2024 Institute for Studies.  No rights reserved.

1. Introduction

In  the  annals  of  unusual  correlational
studies,  the  investigation  of  seemingly
disparate  phenomena  has  yielded
unexpected  and  at  times  hilarious
connections.  In  this  vein,  we  present  the
results of our investigation into the curious
relationship  between  cottage  cheese
consumption and motor vehicle thefts in the

expansive and eclectic state of Texas. Thus,
we pose the question: Can the consumption
of  cottage  cheese  have  a  wheyward
influence on criminal behavior?

It all started when the idea curdled into our
minds  that  there  might  be  an
unconventional  link  between  cheese
consumption  and  criminal  activities.  The
thought  of  "cheese driving crime" struck a
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chord  with  us,  guided  by  a  scientific
inquisitiveness  that  dairy  aficionados  may
appreciate.  Thus,  we  embarked  on  this
cheesy endeavor to explore whether there
exists  a  statistically  significant  association
between the consumption of cottage cheese
and the commission of motor vehicle thefts.

In  the  spirit  of  academic  rigor  and
intellectual  exploration,  we  sought  to  melt
away the mysteries shrouding this peculiar
relationship. Our intention was not merely to
offer  a cheesy anecdote,  but  to contribute
meaningfully to the ever-expanding body of
empirical research. After all, in the world of
academic  pursuits,  one  must  always  be
cautious  not  to  take  themselves  too
seriously,  lest  they  become  a  bit  of  a
(baby)bel-end. And so, armed with data and
a penchant  for  puns,  we set  forth  on this
dairy-fueled endeavor.

2. Literature Review

In  "Smith  and  Doe,"  the  authors  find  that
Cottage cheese consumption has been on
the rise in Texas over the past two decades,
mirroring a global dairy trend. This upward
trajectory  in  cottage  cheese  consumption
has piqued the interest of researchers and
dairy enthusiasts alike,  prompting inquiries
into  its  potential  societal  impact.  It  seems
that the Lone Star State is not immune to
the allure of curds and whey.

However, delving into the world of peculiar
correlations, one cannot help but recall the
groundbreaking  research  of  Jones,  who
explored the underappreciated relationship
between  dairy  products  and  criminal
behavior,  albeit  in  a  distinctly  different
context. Remarkably, Jones discovered that
there may exist  an unexpected connection
between  milkshake  preferences  and  petty
larceny. This led us to ponder: if milkshakes
can  bring  all  the  boys  to  the  yard,  could
cottage cheese bring all  the thieves to the
car lot? 

Realizing the need to branch out from the
conventional research literature, we turned
to  "The  Cheese  Lover's  Companion"  by
Sharon Tyler Herbst, and "The Big Cheese"
by  Bob  Bond.  These  literary  offerings
provided insights into the world of  cheese
far beyond our initial expectations, albeit not
directly related to criminal behavior.

In  the  realm  of  fiction,  "The  Girl  with  the
Dragon  Cheese"  by  Stieg  Larsson  and
"Gone with the Whey" by Margaret Mitchell
make no direct reference to cottage cheese
or car theft. Nonetheless, the allure of their
titles cannot be denied, tickling the scholarly
fancy with their  nod to dairy products and
potential thievery.

Moreover,  our  explorations  extended  to
social media, where a Twitter user posited,
"I've never stolen a car, but I have stolen a
spoonful of cottage cheese from the fridge
at midnight. Could there be a link?" If only
all academic inquiries were as engaging as
this tongue-in-cheek pondering!

With the scholarly  foundation laid and the
witticisms  well-stocked,  we  proceed  to
dissect  the  connection  between  cottage
cheese  consumption  and  motor  vehicle
thefts in the expansive and eclectic state of
Texas.  As  we  navigate  this  wheyward
journey, we invite readers to embrace both
the seriousness and the levity of our dairy-
laden pursuit.

3. Our approach & methods

To unveil the wheyward connection between
cottage  cheese  consumption  and  motor
vehicle  thefts  in  Texas,  our  research
employed  a  mixed-method  approach
combining  quantitative  analysis  and
whimsical  musings.  We  embarked  on  a
gouda expedition  to  extract  data  from the
USDA  and  the  FBI's  Criminal  Justice
Information  Services,  because  what  could
be  cheddar  than  that?  We  sifted  through
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data from 1990 to 2021, seeking to curdle
the  mystery  surrounding  this  unexplored
intersection  of  dairy  delight  and  criminal
capers.

First,  we  meticulously  assembled
consumption data of cottage cheese across
Texas,  considering  both  the  per  capita
consumption and the spatial  distribution of
dairy  enthusiasts.  This  involved leveraging
advanced  statistical  techniques  and  a
magnifying  glass  to  scrutinize  minuscule
dairy aisle movements. We then applied our
top-secret method of "MOO-ving averages"
to smooth out  the volatile fluctuations and
ensure the creamiest data representation.

Simultaneously, we delved into the abyss of
motor vehicle theft records in the Lone Star
State, where we encountered a plethora of
puzzling patterns and enigmatic encounters
with  cheese-loving  criminals.  The  task  at
hand  involved  decoding  the  cryptic
language  of  law  enforcement  reports  and
meticulously tallying the stolen vehicles, all
while suppressing the urge to crack cheesy
puns at every turn. It's no easy feat to stay
feta-focused  amidst  such  tantalizing  crime
statistics, but we persevered.

In  addition  to  the  enthralling  data
excavation,  we  conducted  field
observations,  infiltrating  dairy  aisles  and
lurking  around  parking  lots  to  witness  the
synergistic dance between cottage cheese
enthusiasts and car thieves.  We disguised
ourselves  as  inconspicuous  dairy
aficionados,  making  casual  conversation
about  curds  and  whey  with  unsuspecting
shoppers, all  to gain valuable insights into
the intertwining worlds of cheesy indulgence
and  automotive  larceny.  And  yes,  this
involved  an  unexpected  abundance  of
cheese-related puns and some truly cringe-
worthy dairy jokes – anything for science!

As  any  responsible  and  slightly  irreverent
research  team,  we  validated  our  findings
through  rigorous  statistical  analysis,
employing  correlation  coefficients  and

regression  models  to  unequivocally
establish  the  association  between  cottage
cheese  consumption  and  motor  vehicle
thefts.  We ensured that the p-values were
as  sharp  as  cheddar,  affirming  the
robustness of  our  findings and underlining
the  significance  of  this  unexpected
correlation.

In  the  spirit  of  academic  inquiry  and  the
occasional  bout  of  lightheartedness,  we
took  our  methodology  seriously  but  never
forgot  to  infuse  it  with  a  little  sprinkle  of
gouda  humor.  After  all,  in  the  world  of
research, it can be gratingly dull if you don't
spice  it  up  with  a  dash  of  dairy-related
delight.  It's  the  hallmark  of  a  respectable
research  endeavor  –  always  taking  the
pursuit  of  knowledge  seriously  but  never
taking oneself too seriously.

4. Results

Our rigorous statistical analysis unearthed a
staggering  correlation  coefficient  of
0.9282387,  signaling  a  remarkably  strong
positive  association  between  cottage
cheese  consumption  and  motor  vehicle
thefts  in  Texas.  The  coefficient  of
determination  (r-squared)  of  0.8616270
further  buttressed  this  wheys  of  cheese.
These  findings  illuminate  a  compelling
relationship, hinting at the dairy unexpected
influence  of  cottage  cheese  on  criminal
behavior in the realm of vehicular misdeeds.

It  appears  that  the  phrase  "It  ain't  easy
being  cheesy"  takes  on  a  whole  new
meaning in the context of criminal activities! 

Fig. 1 presents a scatterplot displaying the
data  in  all  its  cheesy glory,  demonstrating
the undeniable trend that emerged from our
examination. Each data point is a testament
to  the  cheddar-ing  effect  that  cottage
cheese consumption seems to have on the
perpetration of motor vehicle thefts. 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The correlation found in our study provides
a  provolone  link  between  these  two
seemingly unrelated variables, emphasizing
the  significance  of  considering
unconventional  factors  when  analyzing
criminal trends. 

One might  say  that  our  findings  are  quite
halloumi-nating!

5. Discussion

The  results  of  our  study  unequivocally
support  the initial  speculations drawn from
the literature review regarding the potential
correlation  between  cottage  cheese
consumption  and  motor  vehicle  thefts  in
Texas. The staggering correlation coefficient
of 0.9282387 aligns with the previous work
of  Smith  and  Doe,  who  observed  a
consistent  rise  in  cottage  cheese
consumption  in  Texas.  It  seems  that  the
state's  penchant  for  curds  and  whey  may
have  inadvertently  paved  the  whey  for
heightened  criminal  activities,  providing  a
rather titillating topic for further investigation.

As  we  wade  through  the  cheesy  data,  it
becomes  increasingly  clear  that  the
influence  of  cottage  cheese  on  criminal
behavior is not to be curdled or dismissed
lightly.  Our  findings  echo  the  curiosity
sparked  by  the  unlikely  correlations
unearthed  by  Jones,  albeit  in  a  different
dairylicious  context.  The  unexpected
connection  between  dairy  products  and

criminal behavior seems to have seasoned
the scholarly landscape with a hint of dairy
debauchery,  inviting  us  to  cheddar  further
into the depths of this peculiar relationship.

While our study focused on the dairy-driven
capers  in  Texas,  it  is  imperative  to
acknowledge  the  global  trends  in  cottage
cheese  consumption  highlighted  by  Smith
and Doe, indicating a potential ripple effect
of dairy-related mischief on an international
scale.  Indeed,  the  earth-shattering
correlation  coefficient  we  unearthed  may
shed light on the ever-expanding influence
of cheese on crime, provoking a deliciously
intriguing avenue of research.

Furthermore,  our  findings  emphasize  the
need to embrace unconventional  variables
when  examining  criminal  trends,  as
humorously  noted  by  a  whimsical  Twitter
user  tossing  around  stolen  spoonfuls  of
cottage cheese and stolen cars in the same
breath.  This tongue-in-cheek insight  draws
attention to the unforeseen intersections of
culinary indulgences and criminal behavior,
prompting us to gratefully acknowledge the
light-hearted  complexities  of  our  scholarly
pursuit.

In conclusion, the wheys of cottage cheese
consumption and motor vehicle thefts have
emerged as an intriguing focus for  further
exploration. We invite fellow researchers to
engage  with  our  findings,  perhaps  with  a
slice of cheesy enlightenment in one hand
and a dash of skepticism in the other. After
all,  in the realm of dairy-driven crime, one
cannot help but wonder: if cheese is stolen,
is  it  considered  a  curd  crime  or  just  a
cheesy theft?

6. Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation has curdled
up some truly intriguing findings concerning
the whimsical relationship between cottage
cheese  consumption  and  motor  vehicle
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thefts in Texas. The remarkable correlation
coefficient  of  0.9282387  has  not  only
churned the dairy industry but also provided
strong  evidence  of  a  positive  association
between  these  seemingly  unrelated
phenomena.  Now,  one might  say  that  the
only thing cheesier than our findings are the
jokes  we  couldn't  resist  sprinkling
throughout this paper!

As  we  cheese  this  chapter  and  move
towards  the  end,  let  us  not  forget  the
profound impact of our study. It has added a
new  dimension  to  the  understanding  of
criminal behavior and, one could argue, has
grated  upon  our  conventional  notions  of
causality in criminology.

And  now  comes  the  time  for  a  dad  joke
fitting for the conclusion: Why don't cheese
thieves  ever  get  caught?  Because  they're
too gouda at making a quick getaway!

In light of our compelling results, we assert
with  utmost  sincerity  and  dairy-infused
confidence  that  no  further  research  is
needed in this area. Let it be known that this
study has whey-sted its case and bleu us all
away  with  its  findings.  Hence,  we  urge
fellow academics to embrace this endeavor
as  a  gouda  example  of  the  unexpected
places  where  research  can  lead  and  to
never underestimate the power of cheese in
our lives.

It's safe to say that our work has truly been
the big cheese of unconventional research!
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