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THE KELVIN CONUNDRUM: CORRELATING THE
POPULARITY OF THE NAME AND PYROMANIA IN
NEW MEXICO

Chloe Hernandez, Alice Tate, Gideon P Tillman

Elite Science Academy

This groundbreaking study delves into the perplexing correlation between the popularity of the first
name Kelvin and the incidence of arson in New Mexico. Leveraging the rich trove of data from the
US Social Security Administration and the FBI Criminal Justice Information Services, our research
team meticulously analyzed trends from 1985 to 2022. The results revealed a startling correlation
coefficient of 0.7164347 and a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01. Our findings suggest
that there may be more to a name than meets the eye, as the fiery tendencies linked to the name
Kelvin ignite discussions about the influence of nomenclature on criminal behavior. This study not
only ignites curiosity but also sheds light on the curious connection between nomenclature and

nefarious deeds.

The relationship between a person's name
and their behavior has long been a topic
of fascination and speculation, often
leading to humorous assumptions and
playful puns. However, amidst the mirth
lies an intriguing enigma - the
conundrum of the first name Kelvin and
its potential association with arson in the
state of New Mexico. While it might
initially seem as unlikely as a snowman in
a heatwave, the correlation between
nomenclature and nefarious activities has
raised eyebrows and piqued the interest
of researchers as well as the public.

This study seeks to unravel the mystery
behind this curious connection,
acknowledging the wide array of potential
factors that may contribute to such an
unexpected correlation. Whether it's a
mere coincidence or a subtle influence of
phonetics on behavior, the statistical
significance and robustness of the
findings demand a closer examination.
Could it be that the allure of fire is

somehow embedded in the very syllables
of the name 'Kelvin,' fueling a fiery
inclination in individuals bearing this
seemingly innocuous appellation? Or
could this be a case of statistical whimsy,
a cosmic joke played by the universe on
researchers seeking coherence in an
inherently chaotic world?

As we delve into this curious conundrum,
we invite the research community to join
us in exploring the unexpected, unveiling
the quirky, and presenting a serious
investigation cloaked in the wry wit that
typifies the exploration of unconventional
hypotheses. In doing so, we endeavor not
only to enlighten our understanding of
human behavior but also to infuse a sense
of delight in the often staid realm of
scholarly inquiry. So, buckle up and
prepare for a journey that oscillates
between the serious and the whimsical, as
we unravel the peculiar tapestry of the
Kelvin-arson nexus in the Land of
Enchantment.
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LITERATURE REVIEW

The enigmatic interplay = between
nomenclature and deviant behavior has
fascinated researchers for decades. In
"Smith and Doe's Comprehensive Study
on Name Significance," the authors
explore the intricate relationship between
personal monikers and their potential
influence on societal roles. Meanwhile,
Jones et al. elucidate the societal
implications of naming conventions in
"The Power of Names: A Sociological
Perspective," shedding light on the subtle
nuances that names can carry.

Venturing into the world of non-fiction
literature, "Freakonomics: A Rogue
Economist Explores the Hidden Side of
Everything" offers a tantalizing
exploration of seemingly unrelated
phenomena being correlated, prompting
one to ponder, "Could there be hidden
economic incentives behind the name
Kelvin and arson in New Mexico?" On the
opposite end of the spectrum, "The Da
Vinci Code" by Dan Brown weaves a web
of intrigue and conspiracy, leaving
readers to question whether there might
be a clandestine connection between the
name Kelvin and a mysterious arsonist
sect hidden in the deserts of New Mexico.

In the realm of social media, a post by
@NameNerd247 speculates, "Is the name
Kelvin a hotbed for troublemakers, or is
New Mexico just experiencing a heatwave
of crime?" The viral nature of such
discussions underscores the public's
curiosity and the need for scholarly
inquiry into this unusual correlation.

As we delve into this peculiar conundrum,
it is clear that the name Kelvin's
association with arson in New Mexico
straddles  the line  between the
serendipitous and the surreal, beckoning
researchers to unravel the whimsical
tapestry of nomenclature and nefarious
deeds.

METHODOLOGY

In order to wunravel the intricate
relationship between the prevalence of
the first name Kelvin and the incidence of
arson in New Mexico, our research team
adopted a methodologically rigorous yet
delightfully unconventional approach.
Drawing upon an eclectic mix of data
sources - primarily from the US Social
Security Administration and the FBI
Criminal Justice Information Services -
we embarked on an odyssey through the
digital realm to decipher the enigmatic
connection between nomenclature and
nefarious acts of fire-setting.

To begin our quest, we utilized the US
Social Security Administration's
expansive database, mining through
decades of birth records to discern the
fluctuations in the popularity of the name
'Kelvin.' Channeling our inner Sherlock
Holmes, we combed through an extensive
collection of digital magnifying glasses (in
the form of data analysis software) to
detect any patterns or anomalies in the
temporal ebbs and flows of this moniker.

Simultaneously, our intrepid band of
researchers ventured into the FBI
Criminal Justice Information Services
archives, where we sought to uncover the
incendiary antics that unfolded in the
deserts and mountains of New Mexico.
With statistical scalpels in hand, we
carved through the labyrinthine corridors
of crime statistics, teasing out the
occurrences of arson with a
meticulousness akin to a cat
disentangling itself from a ball of yarn.

Having amassed this trove of data, we
then employed a menagerie of statistical
methodologies that would make even the
most seasoned data analyst raise an
eyebrow. From regression analyses that
danced between the flames of association
to Bayesian inference that shimmered
with the allure of uncertainty, we
deployed an arsenal of statistical tools to
illuminate the murky contours of
correlation between the name Kelvin and
the act of arson in New Mexico.
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Furthermore, we deftly accounted for
potential confounding variables - such as
geographical variations, socioeconomic
factors, and even the phases of the moon,
for good measure - to ensure that our
findings remained steadfast in the face of
extraneous influences.

Armed with this methodological
symphony, we delved headfirst into the
tempestuous sea of uncertainty,
navigating the choppy waters of data with
a blend of aplomb and apprehension. As
the findings coalesced, we plunged into
the zenith of statistical significance to
illuminate a correlation coefficient that
glimmered with a significance p-value of
less than 0.01, transcending the mere
flicker of chance and illuminating the
landscape of potential causality.

Through this intricate dance of data and
analysis, our study aimed not only to
unravel the peculiar connection between
the name Kelvin and arson in New Mexico
but also to interlace the solemnity of
scholarly inquiry with the lightness of
academic whimsy. As we present the
findings of our research, we invite the
scholarly community to embark on this
odyssey with us - one that traverses the
terrain of the wunexpected, ignites
curiosity, and perhaps, like a spark in the
darkness, kindles a sense of enchantment
amid the rigors of empirical inquiry.

RESULTS

Our research has uncovered a significant
correlation between the popularity of the
name Kelvin and the incidence of arson in
the state of New Mexico. The correlation
coefficient of 0.7164347 indicates a
strong positive relationship, while the r-
squared value of 0.5132787 suggests that
approximately 51.3% of the variability in
arson rates can be explained by the
popularity of the name Kelvin.
Furthermore, with a p-value of less than
0.01, the statistical significance of this
association cannot be ignored, much like
a glowing ember in a dark room.

As seen in the scatterplot (Fig. 1), the
data points form a striking upward trend,
reminiscent of a fiery blaze captured on a
graph. The alignment of these points
reinforces the robust nature of the
correlation, illustrating how the
popularity of the name Kelvin heats up
alongside the incidences of arson in the
Land of Enchantment.

These findings spark a variety of
questions and reflections. Could it be that
individuals bearing the name Kelvin
possess an unquenchable passion for the
flames, igniting a combustible inclination
within them? Or perhaps the mere
phonetic allure of 'Kelvin' has a
subconscious influence, kindling a
fascination with fire among those labeled
with this incendiary name? Whatever the
underlying mechanism may be, the
statistical evidence suggests that there is
indeed fire behind this smoky correlation.

Years 1985-2022, r=0.716, p<0.01

Popularity of the first name
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

While this unexpected relationship may
initially seem as improbable as a cactus
thriving in a Dblizzard, our study
underscores the nuanced and
multifaceted nature of human behavior.
From the scorching desert landscapes to
the captivating allure of the name Kelvin,
the intricate mosaic of variables
contributing to arson in New Mexico is as
complex as a multimillion-dollar heist
plot, and demands ongoing investigation
and analysis.

In conclusion, our findings not only stir
the embers of curiosity but also ignite an
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earnest conversation about the influence
of nomenclature on criminal proclivities.
As we extinguish one line of inquiry, we
lay the groundwork for future research to
stoke the flames of understanding in this
quirky intersection of nomenclature and
nefarious deeds.

We present these results with a mix of
scholarly rigor and a touch of whimsy,
reminiscent of a lighthearted dance on
the fiery coals of scientific inquiry,
inviting the academic community to join
us in navigating this uniquely intriguing
expanse of research.

DISCUSSION

The scintillating correlation uncovered in
our study between the popularity of the
name Kelvin and the incidence of arson in
New Mexico ignites a fiery debate. Our
findings align with prior research that has
delved into the captivating and at times
perplexing connection between
nomenclature and deviant behavior.

Addressing the literature review, "The
Power of Names: A  Sociological
Perspective," sheds light on the subtle
nuances that names can carry, and it
seems the name 'Kelvin' carries a rather
illuminating association with arson.
Additionally, while "Freakonomics: A
Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden
Side of Everything" may have prompted
us to mull over hidden economic
incentives behind this correlation, the
blazing correlation coefficient of
0.7164347 and the statistically significant
p-value of less than 0.01 suggest that
there is indeed heat behind the name
Kelvin and the fiery deeds in New Mexico.
It appears the economic incentives in this
case might just be the cost of putting out
the fires!

Furthermore, in a rather unexpected turn
of events, our findings appear to match
the speculation put forth by a viral post
asking if New Mexico is simply
experiencing a heatwave of crime due to
the name Kelvin. It seems that our data

has indeed lent credence to this tongue-
in-cheek suggestion, as the popularity of
the name Kelvin does seem to correspond
with a surge in arson incidents.

The correlation coefficient of 0.7164347
and the visually captivating upward trend
in the scatterplot (Fig. 1) undoubtedly set
the stage for a grand conflagration of
curiosity regarding the link between the
name Kelvin and pyromania in New
Mexico. As we ponder the implications of
this correlation, it becomes increasingly
clear that there is indeed fire beneath the
smoke, and our study has merely
scratched the surface of this blazing
mystery.

In conclusion, the sizzling correlation
between the popularity of the name
Kelvin and arson in New Mexico kindles a
fervent conversation about the intricate
interplay between nomenclature and
nefarious inclinations. While the
unexpected nature of this relationship
may seem as improbable as a cactus
thriving in a Dblizzard, our study
underlines the complexity of human
behavior and beckons future research to
stoke the flames of understanding in this
quirky intersection of nomenclature and
nefarious deeds. Let's keep the flames of
inquiry burning!

CONCLUSION

In unraveling the mystifying correlation
between the popularity of the name
Kelvin and the prevalence of arson in the
state of New Mexico, our study has not
only sparked flames of curiosity but also
shed light on the incendiary potential of
nomenclature. As we bask in the glow of
these unexpected findings, it is evident
that the connection between a name and
criminal inclinations is not as implausible
as a heatwave in the Arctic.

The statistical significance of our results,
akin to a dazzling fireworks display on a
dark evening, emphasizes the robust
nature of this peculiar relationship. While
the notion of individuals bearing the name

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



Kelvin possessing an innate affinity for
fire may seem as improbable as finding a
polar bear at the equator, our data fuels
the flame of further inquiry into the
influence of nomenclature on behavior.

As we conclude this fiery expedition, the
embers of curiosity continue to smolder,
beckoning future researchers to fan the
flames of understanding in this curious
intersection of nomenclature and
nefarious deeds. Yet, much like a well-
contained campfire, the need for
additional research in this particular area
may have dimmed, allowing us to direct
our scholarly magnifying glass to other
enigmatic corridors of human behavior.

In the immortal words of William
Shakespeare, "What's in a name? That
which we call a rose by any other name
would smell as sweet." However, it seems
that the name Kelvin may indeed possess
a distinctly fiery aroma, igniting
discussions and fueling the flames of
scholarly exploration. Despite uncovering
this red-hot correlation, our research
beckons the academic community to
remain vigilant, as the whimsical dance
between nomenclature and misconduct
continues to flicker in the shadows of our
understanding.

In this illuminating conclusion, we assert
with scholarly sensibility and a dash of
humor that, for now, the flames of inquiry
in the realm of the Kelvin-arson nexus
need not be stoked further. The heat from
this investigation has kindled an earnest
conversation, leaving us with a
smoldering appreciation for the delightful
and unusual interconnectedness found in
the labyrinth of human behavior.
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