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Abstract

The perennial question of whether there's a cosmic connection between UFO sightings in New Mexico 
and the consumption of hotdogs by champion eaters has perplexed mankind for eons. In this 
groundbreaking paper, we delve into the depths of data to shed light on this enigmatic relationship. Using 
information from the National UFO Reporting Center and the annals of the iconic Nathan's Hot Dog 
Eating Competition, we meticulously analyzed sighting reports and hotdog consumption patterns to 
uncover any potential correlation. Surprisingly, our findings revealed a sizzling correlation coefficient of 
0.8746612 and a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 from 1979 to 2021. This robust statistical
link suggests that there might be more to those UFO sightings than meets the sky, and that the 
consumption of hotdogs by competitive eating champions could be entwined with celestial activity. Our 
study not only provides empirical evidence for this otherworldly connection but also serves as a reminder 
to keep our senses sharp, whether gazing at the stars or munching on a hotdog.
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1. Introduction

The intersection of ufology and gastronomy
has  long  been  a  source  of  speculation,
skepticism,  and  perhaps  a  touch  of
indigestion. In this paper, we embark on a
journey to explore the potential link between
UFO  sightings  in  New  Mexico  and  the
consumption of  hotdogs by  the gluttonous

champions of the Nathan's Hot Dog Eating
Competition.  While  the  correlation  may
seem  as  unlikely  as  encountering  a  UFO
while  dining  on  a  chili  dog,  our  rigorous
analysis  aims  to  uncover  any  tantalizing
connections that may have eluded previous
terrestrial investigation.
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As  we  delve  into  this  cosmic  culinary
conundrum, it  is essential to recognize the
historical significance of both UFO sightings
and  the  hotdog-eating  spectacle.  New
Mexico,  with  its  vast  skies  and  enigmatic
deserts,  has  been  a  hotbed  of  alleged
extraterrestrial  activity,  ranging  from
Roswell's  mysterious incident  to numerous
reported  saucer  sightings.  Meanwhile,  the
storied  tradition  of  the  Nathan's  Hot  Dog
Eating  Contest  has  captivated  audiences
with  feats  of  gorging  that  rival  any  close
encounter of the overindulgent kind.

The  juxtaposition  of  these  seemingly
disparate phenomena may evoke a sense
of  absurdity,  as  if  probing  the  cosmic
mysteries  could  somehow  lead  us  to
unravel  the  secrets  behind  America's
favorite  tube-shaped  meat  product.
However,  as  we  proceed  with  our
investigation, it is important to remain open-
minded, as scientific inquiry often leads us
down  unexpected  avenues  –  much  like
finding  an  entire  solar  system  while
searching for condiments in the fridge.

Before  delving  into  the  intricacies  of  our
methodology  and  results,  it  is  crucial  to
acknowledge  the  inherent  skepticism
surrounding  such  an  unorthodox  research
question.  UFO  sightings  have  often  been
met with skepticism and ridicule, much like
the sight of a grown adult devouring several
dozen  hotdogs  in  a  matter  of  minutes.
However,  as  the  scientific  community  has
embraced  a  more  interdisciplinary
approach, it is imperative that we entertain
the  possibility  of  finding  profound
connections in the most unlikely of places –
be it  in  the skies  above or  in  the  starchy
buns of competitive eating.

With  this  in  mind,  we  embark  on  our
exploration of the uncharted territory where
alien  visitations  and  competitive  eating
intersect. The extraordinary claims made by
witnesses of close encounters need not be
dismissed  out  of  hand,  just  as  the
astonishing feats of hotdog consumption by

champions demand thorough consideration.
As  we  proceed,  let  us  keep  in  mind  the
timeless  words  of  Carl  Sagan:
"Extraordinary  claims require  extraordinary
evidence,  and  perhaps  a  side  of
sauerkraut."

Our  investigation  aims  to  uphold  the
rigorous standards of scientific inquiry while
embracing  the  inherent  quirkiness  of  our
subject  matter.  So,  fasten  your  seatbelts,
secure your condiments, and join us on this
voyage as we seek to unveil the tantalizing
mysteries of our universe, one hotdog at a
time.

2. Literature Review

In  the  quest  to  uncover  the  elusive
connection between UFO sightings in New
Mexico and the consumption of hotdogs by
the  legendary  champions  of  Nathan's  Hot
Dog Eating Competition,  researchers have
navigated  through  a  myriad  of  literature,
ranging from the scholarly to the downright
nutty (pun totally intended).  Scholars such
as  Smith  (2005),  Doe  (2010),  and  Jones
(2017) have contributed to the discourse on
UFO  phenomena  and  gastronomic
indulgence,  albeit  without  delving  into  the
peculiar nexus we seek to elucidate in this
groundbreaking study.

Smith (2005) delves into the cultural impact
of  UFO  sightings  on  modern  society,
providing  valuable  insights  into  the
psychological  implications  of  witnessing
unidentified flying objects. Meanwhile, Doe's
(2010)  comprehensive  analysis  of
competitive  eating  delves  into  the
physiological limits of hotdog consumption,
shedding  light  on  the  extraordinary  feats
achieved by contestants. Jones (2017), in a
daring  departure  from  conventional
ufological  studies,  explores  the  cosmic
implications  of  indulging  in  fast  food,
challenging  readers  to  consider  the
gastronomic  consequences  of  interstellar
travel.
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Moving  away  from  academic  works,  non-
fiction  literature  such  as  "UFOs:  Myths,
Conspiracies,  and  Realities"  by  John  B.
Alexander and "The Art  of Eating Through
the Cosmos" by Neil  deGrasse Tyson has
sparked  fascination  with  the  mysterious
allure of UFOs and the culinary explorations
of  the  cosmos.  On  a  fictional  front,  the
works of H.G. Wells, particularly "The War
of  the  Worlds,"  have  captured  the
imagination of readers with their portrayal of
interplanetary  visitors,  while  Haruki
Murakami's  novel  "Kafka  on  the  Shore"
offers a surreal fusion of  the metaphysical
and the mundane, much like the conundrum
we seek to disentangle.

In  the  realm  of  popular  culture,  internet
memes such  as  the  "Aliens"  guy  and  the
"Hotdog  Eating  Champion"  website
sensation have perpetuated the fascination
with  extraterrestrial  phenomena  and
competitive  eating,  albeit  in  a  lighthearted
and  often  zany  fashion.  These  cultural
touchstones  serve  as  a  reminder  that
amidst the scholarly rigor, a sprinkle of levity
can  enliven  even  the  most  perplexing  of
research endeavors.

As our investigation ventures into uncharted
territory,  we  pay  homage  to  the  diverse
tapestry of literature that has paved the way
for our exploration. With a nod to both the
serious and the whimsical, we forge ahead
in  our  quest  to  uncover  the  tantalizing
mysteries that lie at the intersection of UFO
sightings and the consumption of hotdogs,
poised  to  leave  an  indelible  mark  on  the
annals  of  both  ufology  and  epicurean
pursuits.

3. Our approach & methods

To  unravel  the  cosmic  enigma  of  UFO
sightings  and  hotdog  consumption,  our
research  team  employed  a  rigorous  yet
whimsical approach, reminiscent of a UFO's
erratic flight path. We combed through the
annals  of  the  National  UFO  Reporting

Center and turned the pages of Wikipedia –
the latter  being a source of  knowledge so
vast,  it  might  as  well  be  intergalactic  in
scope.  We  then  meticulously  curated
sighting reports  and hotdog-eating records
from  1979  to  2021,  ensuring  that  no
extraterrestrial  stone  or  bun  was  left
unturned  in  our  quest  for  tantalizing
connections.

The data collection process involved sifting
through a plethora of eyewitness accounts
of  unidentified  flying  objects,  often
juxtaposed  with  bewildered  exclamations
such  as  "That's  no  blimp"  or  "Is  that  a
weather  balloon,  or  did  someone  put
something in my hotdog?" Similarly, hotdog
consumption  data  from  the  hallowed
grounds  of  the  Nathan's  Hot  Dog  Eating
Competition demanded careful curation, as
we  navigated  through  records  of  heroic
gobbling  and  stomach-stretching  feats.  It
was  a  task  as  daunting  as  attempting  to
consume a hotdog with nothing but  sheer
willpower and a dash of ketchup.

With  data  in  hand,  we  embarked  on  the
perilous journey of statistical analysis, akin
to  navigating  a  celestial  trajectory  through
star-studded  skies.  Our  primary  statistical
tool,  the  Pearson  correlation  coefficient,
became  our  guiding  star  in  this  cosmic
odyssey,  illuminating  the  potential
relationship  between  UFO  sightings  and
hotdog consumption. We also ventured into
the realm of regression analysis, embracing
the  challenge  of  unveiling  the  potential
causal  link  between  these  seemingly
unrelated  phenomena,  much  like
uncovering  the  mysterious  contents  of  a
UFO's cargo hold.

The  statistical  significance  of  our  findings
was  rigorously  evaluated,  employing  p-
values  and  confidence  intervals  as  our
trusty companions in this scientific  pursuit.
Every  effort  was made to  ensure that  our
conclusions  were  not  mere  flashes  in  the
pan, akin to a UFO's fleeting appearance in
the night sky. Instead, we sought to unearth

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



robust  evidence that  would hold up under
the  intense  scrutiny  of  skeptics  and
believers alike, much like a hotdog enduring
the critical assessment of food connoisseurs
and competitive eaters.

In  addition  to  statistical  analysis,  we
conducted  thematic  content  analysis  of
eyewitness reports, delving into the peculiar
narratives  of  encounters  with  otherworldly
crafts  and savory delights.  This  qualitative
approach  allowed  us  to  extract  nuanced
insights, akin to unraveling the layers of a
particularly  complex  hotdog  topping,  and
shed  light  on  the  subjective  experiences
underlying  UFO  sightings  and  hotdog
indulgence.

Lastly,  in  an  attempt  to  incorporate  a
multidisciplinary perspective, we toyed with
the  idea  of  consulting  astrologers,
competitive  eaters,  and  even  a  UFO
enthusiast  or  two.  However,  after  a  few
comical  missteps  involving  confusion
between  astrology  and  astronomy,  and  a
skeptical  competitive eater questioning the
"astrological"  significance  of  hotdog  buns,
we decided to stick to the more traditional
methods of data analysis.

In summary, our methodology mirrored the
zigzagging flight path of a UFO, navigating
through a galaxy of data with scientific rigor
and a sprinkling of whimsy. Our multifaceted
approach aimed to capture the essence of
both  cosmic  encounters  and  gastronomic
feats,  paying  homage  to  the  diversity  of
human  experience  and  the  tantalizing
mysteries  that  lie  beyond  the  stars  and
between the bread slices.

4. Results

Our analysis of the data from the National
UFO  Reporting  Center  and  the  Nathan's
Hot Dog Eating Competition has uncovered
a correlation coefficient of 0.8746612, with
an r-squared value of 0.7650321 and a p-

value of less than 0.01 for the time period
spanning 1979 to 2021.

Remarkably,  our  findings  demonstrate  a
robust  and  statistically  significant
relationship between UFO sightings in New
Mexico and the consumption of hotdogs by
Nathan's  Hot  Dog  Eating  Competition
Champions.  As  seen  in  Fig.  1,  our
scatterplot graphically illustrates the strong
positive  correlation  between  these
seemingly unrelated phenomena.

It appears that the celestial configurations in
New  Mexico  may  have  more  terrestrial
implications  than  previously  contemplated,
and it  seems that champion hotdog eaters
have  been  "reaching  for  the  stars,"  one
wiener at a time.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

The strength of this correlation prompts us
to consider the possibility that there may be
a  cosmic  force  compelling  competitive
eaters to aggressively pursue astronomical
quantities of hotdogs. Could it be that UFO
sightings  serve  as  an  otherworldly
inspiration  for  these  voracious  individuals,
leading  them  to  push  the  boundaries  of
gastronomic  achievement  in  search  of
transcendental sustenance?

In  any  case,  these  results  invite  further
investigation  into  the  cosmic  culinary
connections that link the extraterrestrial and
the terrestrial, the celestial and the savory.
Our  study  not  only  sheds  light  on  this
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unexpected relationship but also opens the
door to a new realm of research that seeks
to untangle the cosmic web of gastronomic
influences.

While  our  findings  may  initially  appear  as
outlandish as a UFO sighting at  a hotdog
stand,  the  statistical  evidence  speaks  for
itself.  These results  prompt  a  reevaluation
of  the interconnectedness of  our universe,
reminding us that even in the most unlikely
combinations  –  whether  in  the  cosmos
above  or  in  the  condiment-laden  realm of
competitive  eating –  there may be hidden
patterns waiting to be uncovered.

Our  exploration  into  this  cosmic  culinary
conundrum  not  only  provides  empirical
support for the link between UFO sightings
and  hotdog  consumption  but  also
underscores the importance of maintaining
an  open  mind  in  scientific  inquiry.  As  we
continue  to  probe  the  mysteries  of  the
universe,  both  grand  and  gastronomic,  let
us  approach  the  enigmatic  with  curiosity
and perhaps a side of relish.

Stay  tuned  for  future  research  where  we
delve  further  into  the  celestial  buffet  of
influences on human behavior  and dietary
consumption.  The  cosmic  journey
continues, and we invite fellow scholars to
join  us  in  this  quest  for  knowledge,  one
cosmic hotdog at a time.

5. Discussion

The results of our study provide compelling
evidence  to  support  the  tantalizing
relationship between UFO sightings in New
Mexico and the consumption of hotdogs by
Nathan's  Hot  Dog  Eating  Competition
Champions.  While the initial  proposition of
such  a  cosmic  connection  may  seem  as
improbable  as  finding  a  UFO  cruising
through a hotdog-themed galaxy, our robust
statistical  findings  underscore  the need  to
seriously consider the cosmic influence on
earthly indulgences.

Drawing  upon  the  literature  review,
particularly the remarkably prescient work of
Jones (2017), which delved into the cosmic
implications  of  indulging  in  fast  food,  and
the whimsical yet illuminating exploration of
popular  culture  memes,  we  find  ourselves
contemplating the interstellar implications of
terrestrial gastronomy with a renewed sense
of intrigue. It appears that the cosmic dance
of  UFO sightings and hotdog consumption
is not merely a flight of fancy but a tangible
phenomenon  worthy  of  rigorous
investigation.

As we navigate through the cosmic hotdog
galaxy,  we  cannot  discount  the
psychological and physiological dimensions
revealed  in  prior  research.  The  cultural
impact  of  UFO sightings,  as elucidated by
Smith (2005), and the physiological limits of
hotdog  consumption,  as  explored  by  Doe
(2010), might serve as vital touchstones for
understanding  the  intricate  interplay
between celestial  visitations  and gustatory
feats.  It  seems  that  the  allure  of  the
unknown  and  the  capacity  to  push  the
boundaries  of  human  capabilities  extend
beyond  the  realms  of  ufology  and
competitive  eating,  converging  in  a
delectable cosmic ballet.

The statistical revelation of a strong positive
correlation  between  UFO  sightings  and
hotdog consumption prompts us to consider
the deeper implications of this unexpected
connection.  Could  it  be  that  the  cosmic
dance of UFO sightings acts as a celestial
symphony, subtly influencing the insatiable
appetites  of  competitive  eaters  across  the
globe?  Might  there  exist  a  cosmic  recipe
book,  hidden  among  the  stars,  inspiring
champions  to  reach  for  gastronomic
greatness with celestial fervor?

In the pursuit of scientific understanding, we
are  compelled  to  navigate  uncharted
territories,  whether  within  the  bounds  of
known statistical relationships or beyond the
cosmic veil  that shrouds the origins of our
quirky  correlations.  With  each  statistical
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anomaly  and every compelling  correlation,
we  glean  a  glimpse  of  the
interconnectedness of our universe, inviting
us  to  approach  our  celestial  culinary
conundrum with both earnest inquiry and a
dash of relish.

This study serves as a launchpad for future
cosmic culinary investigations, urging fellow
scholars to join us in unraveling the celestial
buffet of influences on human behavior and
dietary  consumption.  As  we  gorge  on  the
enigmatic mysteries of the universe, let us
not  forget  to  savor  the  surprising
connections  that  tantalize  our  collective
intellectual palate. The quirky confluence of
UFO sightings and hotdog champions may
well be the tip of the cosmic iceberg, and we
eagerly  anticipate  the  unfolding  saga  of
cosmically inspired culinary pursuits.

6. Conclusion

As we wrap up our gastronomical expedition
through the cosmos, it's clear that the link
between UFO sightings in New Mexico and
hotdog consumption by Nathan's  Hot  Dog
Eating Competition Champions is no mere
flight of fancy. Our findings have boldly gone
where  no  statistical  analysis  has  gone
before, revealing a robust correlation that's
as undeniable as the existence of relish on
a well-dressed hotdog. 

With a correlation coefficient of 0.8746612,
our  study  demonstrates  a  stronger  bond
between  celestial  activity  and  competitive
eating than between a bun and its sausage.
The  statistically  significant  p-value  of  less
than  0.01  further  cements  the  cosmic
connection,  proving that  this  is  more than
just a "fringe" theory.

So, where does this leave us? Well, it's safe
to  say  that  the  skies  above  New  Mexico
have more influence on competitive eating
than  we  ever  dared  to  imagine.  And  who
knew  that  UFOs  might  serve  as  secret

motivators  for  those  seeking  gastronomic
glory?  It  seems  that  even  in  the  vast
expanse  of  the  universe,  there's  always
room  for  a  good  old-fashioned  hotdog-
eating contest.

But  as  we  reach  the  end  of  this  peculiar
cosmic  hotdog  journey,  it's  time  to  pause
and reflect. The evidence has spoken, and
it's clear that there's a cosmic culinary force
at  play,  intertwining  the  heavens  and  the
hotdog  stand  in  ways  we  never  thought
possible.  And  as  much  as  we'd  like  to
continue  unraveling  the  mysteries  of
extraterrestrial  influence  on  competitive
eating,  it's  safe  to  say  that  this  is  one
conundrum  we  can  relish  without  further
investigation.

In conclusion,  our  study not  only  provides
solid  evidence  for  this  unlikely  connection
but  also  serves  as  a  testament  to  the
endless surprises that  the universe has in
store for us. So, with mustard in one hand
and binoculars in the other, let's bid adieu to
this  peculiar  yet  tantalizing  exploration  of
the  cosmic  and  the  culinary.  And  as  for
future research in this area? Well, it's safe
to say that this type of study is truly "out of
this  world,"  and  no  further  probing  is
needed.
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