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ABSTRACT

The Tango of Tango: The Tenuous Tether Between Lionel Messi's Goal
Count for Argentina and The Number of Aerospace Engineers in New

Mexico

The correlation between seemingly unrelated phenomena has been a matter of great
interest in numerous fields, including the realms of sports achievement and regional
demographics.  In  this  paper,  we  endeavor  to  explore  the  unexpected  connection
between Lionel  Messi's  goal  count  for  the  Argentina  national  football  team and the
number of aerospace engineers situated in the state of New Mexico. The idiosyncratic
nature  of  this  investigation  stems  from  the  juxtaposition  of  an  individual  athlete's
performance and the collective professional occupation of an American state renowned
for its associations with space exploration. Through an exhaustive analysis leveraging
extensive data culled from esteemed sources such as Wikipedia and the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, we discovered a remarkably robust correlation coefficient of 0.8538834
and a statistically significant p-value of less than 0.01 for the time period spanning from
2006  to  2022.  Our  findings  persist  as  a  curious  conundrum,  prompting  further
speculation and bemusement regarding the possible  undercurrents linking Argentine
football prowess and aerospace expertise in New Mexico. This study leaves the door
open  for  a  plethora  of  theoretical  discussions  and,  perhaps,  some  lighthearted
conjecture regarding the cosmic alignment of Messi's goals and the altruistic ambitions
of aerospace engineers.
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Lionel Messi, Argentina national football team, aerospace engineers, New Mexico, correlation, 
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I. Introduction

The intersection between sports performance and regional demographics has long been a subject 

of fascination and bewilderment. The confluence of Lionel Messi's prolific goal-scoring for the 

Argentina national football team and the number of aerospace engineers situated in the land of 

enchantment, New Mexico, represents an intriguing enigma that compels our earnest 

investigation. The tantalizing yet tenuous tether between these entities beckons us to delve into 

realms where the laws of probability and causation may waltz in an unforeseen choreography.

As we embark on this adventure of statistical scrutiny, it is essential to acknowledge the 

idiosyncrasies of our pursuit. The domain of sports and the province of aerospace engineering 

may, at first glance, appear as distant as the moon is from Roswell – pardon the pun – but our 

inquiry into the potential correlation between them uncovers surprising coherence. The prospect 

of discovering a substantial relationship between Messi's on-field exploits and the cerebral 

endeavors of aerospace engineers stationed in the high desert presents an intellectual romp that is

not lacking in amusement.

In the following sections, we will present our findings, bedecked with statistical rigor and 

meticulous analysis, all the while keeping an eye out for the whimsical and the improbable. We 

hope to tease out the nuances of this peculiar association between the artistry of Messi's goals 

and the scientific pursuits of those who aim for the stars, both metaphorically and literally. Join 

us, as we unravel this intricate dance of data, where the tango of tango – in its dazzling 

unpredictability – may yet yield unanticipated revelations and a few playful surprises.
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II. Literature Review

In "Smith et al. (2020)," the authors find a correlation between an individual's athletic 

performance and regional workforce demographics, shedding light on the interconnectedness of 

seemingly disparate domains. This study serves as a compelling precursor to our investigation 

into the relationship between Lionel Messi's goal count for the Argentina national football team 

and the presence of aerospace engineers in New Mexico. Additionally, Doe and Jones (2018) 

present a comprehensive analysis of statistical associations between sporting achievements and 

occupational distributions within specific geographical areas, providing a theoretical foundation 

for our current pursuit.

Turning to non-fiction sources, "The Physics of Football" by Timothy Gay offers an intriguing 

perspective on the physical dynamics governing sports, suggesting the potential for unforeseen 

connections between athletic prowess and scientific disciplines. Similarly, "AeroSpace: The 

Final Frontier" by Mary Smithson delves into the cultural and economic impact of aerospace 

endeavors, inviting contemplation on the possible interplay between sports and careers in space-

related industries. 

In the realm of fiction, "The Goal Scorer's Guide to the Galaxy" by Douglas Adams and 

"Aerospace Aces: Adventures in the Stratosphere" by Veronica Rivers provide delightful 

escapades into parallel universes where football and aerospace engineering coalesce in 

unpredictable and amusing ways. These imaginative works, while purely fictional, evoke the 

whimsical potential underlying our investigation.

While our inquiry may appear unconventional, it is not without precedent. As children's shows 

such as "The Magic School Bus" and "Rocket Power" amusingly blended scientific concepts 
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with elements of sportsmanship and teamwork, our study similarly endeavors to unravel the 

intricacies of a peculiar correlation, with an eye for the whimsical and the improbable. These 

light-hearted influences remind us that the pursuit of knowledge need not always be dour, but 

can also be imbued with humor and surprise.

Thus, armed with a blend of academic rigor, speculative ponderings, and a dash of levity, we 

dive into the depths of this curious conundrum, brimming with enthusiasm for the potential 

revelations that await us.

III. Methodology

To examine the linkage between Lionel Messi's goal count for the Argentina national football 

team and the number of aerospace engineers in the state of New Mexico, our research employed 

a multifaceted approach. The complexity of this investigation necessitated the fusion of statistical

analysis, exploratory data mining, and a dash of whimsy, all in the spirit of embracing the 

unexpected nature of our inquiry.

Data Collection:

Our data collection process involved scouring a myriad of sources, including but not limited to: 

official game records, reputable sports databases, the hallowed halls of Wikipedia, and the 

treasure trove of the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The comprehensive dataset spanned from the 

year 2006 to 2022, capturing Messi's prodigious goal-scoring feats and the ebb and flow of 

aerospace engineering professionals in the state of New Mexico. Despite some quizzical looks 
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from our colleagues, we assured them that gathering data on aerospace engineers and goal counts

was not as outlandish as it may seem at first glance.

Statistical Techniques:

The quantification and analysis of our data melded traditional statistical methods with a few 

unconventional twists, much like a footballer attempting an audacious free kick. We computed 

the Pearson correlation coefficient to ascertain the strength and direction of the relationship 

between Messi's goal tally and the number of aerospace engineers in New Mexico. Our model 

also factored in relevant covariates, such as weather patterns, lunar phases, and the periodic table

of elements, to account for any potential confounding variables lurking in the statistical shadows.

Exploratory Data Mining:

In addition to the conventional quantitative techniques, we delved into the realm of exploratory 

data mining, looking for interesting patterns and anomalies that might shed light on the 

intertwined tapestry of football excellence and aerospace expertise. We may have gotten a few 

raised eyebrows when proposing this unconventional approach, but sometimes the most 

unexpected methods yield the most intriguing insights.

Quality Control:

We meticulously verified the accuracy and integrity of our data, employing a combination of 

cross-validation methods, expert consultation, and a few rounds of football trivia to keep our 

team sharp. It was crucial to ensure that our findings were based on a foundation of reliable and 

robust data, though we did indulge in a few friendly debates about Messi's best goals along the 

way.
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In summary, our methodology employed a blend of conventional statistical analysis, 

unconventional exploratory data mining, and a touch of levity to investigate the peculiar 

correlation between Lionel Messi's goal count for Argentina and the number of aerospace 

engineers in New Mexico. We navigated this research journey with a keen eye for scholarly 

rigor, peppered with a twist of whimsy and a serving of statistical surprise.

IV. Results

Our research revealed a strong correlation coefficient of 0.8538834 between Lionel Messi's goal 

count for the Argentina national football team and the number of aerospace engineers in New 

Mexico from 2006 to 2022. The r-squared value of 0.7291168 further underscored the robustness

of this correlation. The p-value of less than 0.01 lent statistical significance to our findings, 

indicative of a relationship that goes beyond mere coincidence.

The scatterplot (Fig. 1) visually confirms the positive association between Messi's goal count and

the tally of aerospace engineers in New Mexico. The alignment of these data points on the graph 

captures the enthralling dance of statistical harmony, mirroring the intricate footwork of a 

seasoned tango dancer.

This unexpected juxtaposition of individual athletic prowess and the occupational landscape of a 

state synonymous with the heavens has teased the boundaries of expectation and elicited a 

gleeful appreciation for the quirks of empirical inquiry. The findings of our study open the 

floodgates to a stream of contemplation, inviting the scholarly community to ponder the cosmic 

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



ballet choreographed by Messi's goals and the scientific aspirations of New Mexico's aerospace 

enthusiasts.

Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

In presenting these results, we seek to champion the spirit of insight and inquiry, all while 

infusing our discourse with a touch of whimsy and intellectual merriment. This peculiar nexus of

sports and science, as illuminated by our findings, continues to be a source of captivating 

intrigue and perhaps a gentle reminder that the probabilities of correlation can, at times, lead to 

delightful surprises.

V. Discussion

The results of our investigation shed light on the unlikely yet compelling relationship between 

Lionel Messi's goal count for the Argentina national football team and the number of aerospace 

engineers in New Mexico. Building on the scholarly works of Smith et al. (2020) and Doe and 
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Jones (2018), our study contributes to the growing body of literature that explores the 

interconnectedness of athletic accomplishments and regional workforce demographics.

While some may find the concept of associating a football maestro with aerospace engineers to 

be a whimsical notion, our findings provide empirical support for the idea that seemingly 

unrelated domains can exhibit striking correlations. Drawing from the lighthearted influence of 

children's shows like "The Magic School Bus" and "Rocket Power," our study embraces the 

unexpected and highlights the potential for uncovering hidden connections in the most unlikely 

of places.

The remarkable correlation coefficient and r-squared value accrued from our data brought to the 

fore the robustness of the observed relationship. The statistical significance underscored by the 

p-value signifies that the alignment of Messi's goals and the presence of aerospace engineers in 

New Mexico transcends mere coincidence. The scatterplot, with its distinctive visual 

representation, portrays the subtle yet captivating dance of statistical harmony, akin to the 

breathtaking sweep of a tango performance.

Our study serves as a testament to the whimsical potential that underscores empirical inquiry, 

demonstrating that even in the most unconventional pairings, there exists the potential for 

intriguing correlations. As our findings invite further contemplation and theoretical discussions, 

we are reminded that the pursuit of knowledge need not always unfold in mundane or 

conventional ways. Rather, it can be a delightful expedition that unearths unexpected links and, 

in this case, illustrates the cosmic ballet orchestrated by Messi's goals and the scientific 

aspirations of New Mexico's aerospace enthusiasts.

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



In the realm of interdisciplinary exploration, our investigation stands as a noteworthy testament, 

beckoning the scholarly community to embrace the allure of the unconventional and revel in the 

harmony of unexpected correlations. As we reflect on the offbeat nature of our inquiry, we are 

reminded that within the vast tapestry of empirical inquiry, there exists ample room for both rigor

and revelry.

VI. Conclusion

In conclusion, our investigation into the surprisingly robust correlation between Lionel Messi's 

goal count for the Argentina national football team and the number of aerospace engineers in 

New Mexico has unveiled a delightful symbiosis between the realm of sports prowess and the 

domain of scientific ambition. The statistical robustness of the correlation coefficient and the r-

squared value underscores the unexpected resonance between these seemingly disparate entities. 

This unexpected convergence not only stimulates further scholarly contemplation but also elicits 

a wry smile in appreciation of the whimsical symphony of statistical composure.

Furthermore, the visual confirmation of this correlation through the scatterplot (Fig. 1) evokes 

the graceful footwork of a tango dancer, reminding us that even in the rigor of empirical inquiry, 

there may exist a touch of artistry and flair. Perhaps, this correlation serves as a reminder that in 

the dance of empirical investigation, an element of whimsy can often emerge, similar to the 

dramatic flourishes in a tango performance.

Ultimately, our findings beckon the academic community to appreciate the improbable 

connections that underlie the terrestrial and celestial pursuits. Nevertheless, in the spirit of 
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scholarly rigor, we assert that no further research is needed in this area, lest we delve too deeply 

into the eccentricities of statistical serendipity. As we bid adieu to this peculiar investigation, we 

do so with a chuckle and a tip of the hat to the capricious waltz of empirical inquiry.
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