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Match Point: Correlating Maria Sharapova's WTA Title Count with 
the Agricultural Affairs of New Hampshire

Connor Hoffman, Anthony Terry, Gabriel P Todd

Stanford, California

This study delves into the entwined world of sports and agricultural mechanics, shedding
light  on  the  curious  relationship  between Maria  Sharapova's  WTA title  count  and the
number of farm equipment mechanics in the picturesque state of New Hampshire. Through
meticulous data analysis  leveraging Wikipedia and the Bureau of  Labor Statistics,  our
research team has found a remarkable correlation coefficient of 0.9284767 and a p-value
less than 0.01 for the period spanning 2010 to 2017. The results provide an intriguing
insight  into the  interconnectedness  of  seemingly unrelated domains  and prompt further
inquiry into the unforeseen links between the prowess of a professional tennis player and
the imperative role of farm equipment maintenance professionals in the Granite State. This
study not only uncovers statistical evidence but also serves as a poignant reminder that
even the most divergent fields can, and at times do, meet at the net.

In the annals of statistical analysis, there has been
no  shortage  of  peculiar  correlations  unearthed  by
ambitious  researchers  striving  to  uncover  the
unexpected. While some may dismiss such findings
as mere statistical quirks, the interconnectedness of
disparate  fields  often  reveals  itself  in  the  most
unconventional of ways. Our present study delves
into  one  such  enigmatic  correlation,  namely,  the
apparent  relationship  between  the  enviable  tennis
accomplishments of Maria Sharapova and the labor
force  of  farm equipment  mechanics  in  the  scenic
state of New Hampshire.

On the surface, the world of professional tennis and
the  realm of  agricultural  mechanics  may seem as
incongruent as a forehand winner on a grass court
and a tractor plowing a field. However, our research
endeavors to challenge this perception by exploring
the underlying statistical  bond that  seems to exist
between  Maria  Sharapova's  Women's  Tennis
Association (WTA) title  count  and the number of

individuals  laboring  in  the  agricultural  machinery
maintenance  sector  within  the  state  of  New
Hampshire.  At  first  blush,  this  connection  may
appear as elusive as a well-disguised drop shot, but
as  we  navigate  through  the  data  and  statistical
nuances, we come to appreciate the veracity of this
seemingly improbable relationship.

Leveraging  a  comprehensive  dataset  spanning  the
years  2010  to  2017  and  drawing  upon  sources
including  Wikipedia  and  the  Bureau  of  Labor
Statistics,  our  research  team  has  endeavored  to
unravel the tangled web of statistics and unveil the
perplexing affinity between the triumphs of a tennis
luminary  and  the  vocational  pursuits  of  those
upholding the agrarian machinery infrastructure in
the quintessential New England state.

The  findings  of  this  investigation  have  not  only
elicited bemusement and intrigue among our team
but  have  also  underscored  the  whimsical
interconnectedness of the world we inhabit.  Thus,
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as we embark on this scholarly expedition to dissect
a correlation as striking as an ace on serve, we aim
to illuminate a path for future researchers to delve
into the untapped territories where the unlikeliest of
connections may just await discovery.

LITERATURE REVIEW

The  body  of  literature  related  to  the  correlation
between Maria  Sharapova's  WTA Title  Count  and
the number of farm equipment mechanics in New
Hampshire is eerily sparse, to say the least. Smith
and  Doe's  seminal  work  "Tennis  Triumphs  and
Tractor Troubles" offers a thorough examination of
the  historical  trends  but  stops  short  of  providing
hard statistical evidence. Meanwhile, Jones et al.'s
treatise "Racquet Resonance and Rural Resources"
offers  intriguing  qualitative  insights,  yet  fails  to
delve into quantitative analysis, leaving much to be
desired in terms of explanatory power.

Turning  to  non-fiction  works  on  agricultural
matters,  "Farming  in  New  Hampshire"  by  Green
and "Tractors and Troubles: A Mechanic's Memoir"
by  Brown  shed  light  on  the  realities  of  farm
equipment maintenance. On the sports front, "The
Inner Game of Tennis" by Gallwey and "Winning
Ugly" by McEnroe offer psychological perspectives
on  athletic  achievement.  As  we  delve  into  the
fiction realm, "The Farm" by Smith and "Racquet
Rhapsody"  by  Jones  seem  to  offer  a  whimsical,
albeit unrelated, glimpse into the lives of fictional
farmers and tennis players.

Beyond  the  conventional  scholarly  works,  this
research team took an unconventional approach to
literature review,  scouring sources  that  some may
deem  unorthodox.  In  a  daring  departure  from
academic convention, the team pored over the backs
of  shampoo  bottles,  seeking  clues  among  the
obscure  ingredients  and  promises  of  voluminous
hair.  Although  initially  met  with  skepticism,  this
unorthodox  method  yielded  unexpected  insights
into  the  correlation  at  hand,  with  the  tantalizing
scent  of  coconut  and  peach  proving  surprisingly

relevant to both Maria Sharapova's career and the
world of farm equipment mechanics.

In sum, while  the literature presents an intriguing
array  of  perspectives,  this  study  stands  as  a
testament to the unforeseen connections that lie just
beneath the surface, waiting to be uncovered amidst
the statistical back-and-forth of professional tennis
and  the  grease-streaked  world  of  agricultural
machinery maintenance.

METHODOLOGY

In  the  pursuit  of  unraveling  the  enigmatic
correlation between the illustrious career of Maria
Sharapova and the labor  force of farm equipment
mechanics  in  New Hampshire,  our  research  team
embarked  on  a  multifaceted  methodological
approach.  Leveraging  an  eclectic  blend  of  data
sources  including  Wikipedia  and  the  Bureau  of
Labor Statistics, we embarked on a quest akin to a
skilled tennis player laboring through an extended
match,  meticulously  gathering  and  analyzing
information from 2010 to 2017.

To  commence  our  analysis,  we  employed  a
variation  of  a  "serve  and  volley"  technique,
whereby  we  diligently  scoured  the  depths  of
Wikipedia,  fibrillating  through  the  multitude  of
pages related to Maria Sharapova's WTA title count.
With the deftness of a tennis player aiming for an
ace,  we  meticulously  documented  the  number  of
WTA titles earned by the distinguished athlete over
the  specified  period.  This  process  afforded  us  a
comprehensive  understanding  of  the  temporal
evolution of Maria Sharapova's tennis triumphs and
served as the backbone of our statistical inquiry.

Simultaneously,  we  adopted  a  more  industrious
approach reminiscent of the vigorous movement of
a farm equipment  mechanic traversing the rugged
terrain  of  New  Hampshire.  Drawing  upon  the
Bureau of Labor Statistics, we meticulously sifted
through employment data, locating and scrutinizing
the employment figures relating to farm equipment
mechanics within the charming state's borders. This
methodological  maneuver  mirrored  the  precision
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and  dedication  exhibited  by  a  skilled  operator
maintaining the agricultural machinery essential to
the state's agrarian pursuits.

Once  the  data  from these  divergent  domains  had
been  diligently  accumulated,  we  manifested  the
analytical prowess akin to a tennis player executing
a  prodigious  backhand,  deploying  statistical
software  to  compute  correlation  coefficients  and
ascertain  the presence  of  any underlying patterns.
Through the adept application of statistical tests, we
endeavored  to  unravel  the  veiled  relationship
between Maria Sharapova's WTA title count and the
population  of  farm  equipment  mechanics.  The
incisive scrutiny of inter-field correlations yielded
an  intriguing  insight  into  the  resonance  between
these ostensibly unrelated realms, much like a well-
placed drop shot catching an opponent by surprise.

In  this  systematic  pursuit,  we  ensured  the
implementation of  rigorous measures  to  minimize
biases  and  confounding  variables,  resembling  the
strategic forethought and precision characteristic of
a  structured  tennis  match.  We  guarded  against
unforced  errors  by  corroborating  our  findings
through cross-verification and sensitivity analyses,
aiming to fortify the robustness of our discoveries,
much  akin  to  a  tennis  player  reinforcing  their
playing tactics mid-match.

However,  just  as  in  the  unpredictable  world  of
sports, where a topspin lob can take an unforeseen
trajectory,  our  methodology  also  bears  the
occasional limitation. Given the reliance on publicly
available data sources, we acknowledge the inherent
constraints  of  potential  inaccuracies  or  omissions
within the retrieved information. Nevertheless, with
the  same  resilience  exhibited  by  a  tennis  player
navigating  a  fluctuating  match,  we  proceeded
judiciously,  seeking  to  extract  and  expound  upon
the  peculiar  relationship  unearthed  within  the
statistical terrain.

In the  wake of  these  methodological  pursuits,  we
have  endeavored  to  present  a  rigorous  and
whimsically persistent analysis, aiming to shed light
on  the  unexpected  concurrence  between  Maria

Sharapova's WTA title count and the labor force of
farm equipment mechanics in the bucolic setting of
New Hampshire. Thus, as we navigate through the
labyrinthine  intersection  of  sports  and  agrarian
pursuits,  our  methodology  has  endeavored  to
orchestrate  a  symphony  of  statistical  exploration,
revealing correlations as unforeseen as a well-struck
drop shot on a grass court.

RESULTS

The  analysis  of  the  data  pertaining  to  Maria
Sharapova's  WTA title  count  and  the  number  of
farm equipment mechanics in New Hampshire for
the  period  of  2010  to  2017  revealed  a  strong
positive correlation with a coefficient of 0.9284767.
The  coefficient  of  determination  (r-squared)  was
computed  to  be  0.8620690,  indicating  that
approximately 86.2% of the variance in the number
of farm equipment mechanics can be explained by
the variations in Maria Sharapova's WTA title count
during the specified time frame.

The p-value of less than 0.01 further corroborates
the significance of this correlation, highlighting the
unlikely  yet  intriguing  relationship  between  these
seemingly  unrelated  domains.  Fig.  1  visually
depicts  the  robust  association  between  Maria
Sharapova's  WTA title  count  and  the  number  of
farm  equipment  mechanics,  emphasizing  the
compelling nature of this statistical finding.

The  implications  of  such  a  correlation  are  as
profound  as  a  powerful  serve  down  the  line,
prompting  a  reevaluation  of  the  intersections
between sports achievements and the labor force in
specialized  sectors.  While  this  investigation  may
initially  appear  as  out-of-bounds  as  a  tennis  ball
landing  past  the  baseline,  the  statistical  evidence
fervently  defends  the  presence  of  a  meaningful
connection between the professional triumphs of a
tennis icon and the occupational pursuits within the
agricultural  machinery maintenance domain in the
state of New Hampshire.
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

DISCUSSION

The striking correlation uncovered between Maria
Sharapova's  WTA title  count  and  the  number  of
farm  equipment  mechanics  in  New  Hampshire
during  the  period  of  2010  to  2017  serves  as  a
validation of the prior research that often skirted the
edges  of  conventional  scholarly  pursuits.  The
literature  review,  while  seemingly  whimsical  and
unconventional, indeed captured unexpected echoes
of  truth.  The  unexplored  territories  of  tennis
triumphs and tractor  troubles  have  been skillfully
traversed,  leading  to  a  meaningful  statistical
revelation  that  smashes  the  net  of  conventional
wisdom.

The robust coefficient of determination (r-squared)
of  0.8620690  serves  as  a  rallying  cry  for  the
relevance of Maria Sharapova's WTA title count in
predicting  variations  in  the  number  of  farm
equipment mechanics. One can't help but marvel at
the unexpected synergy of sports achievement and
grease-streaked labor force dynamics. The p-value
of less than 0.01 acts as a resounding ace, stating
unequivocally that this correlation is more than just
a  passing  shot  across  the  court  of  statistical
significance.

The  visually  depicted  association  between  Maria
Sharapova's  WTA title  count  and  the  number  of
farm equipment mechanics, as showcased in Fig. 1,
provides a poignant yet visually striking testimony
to  the  interconnectedness  of  these  ostensibly
incongruent phenomena. The power of a powerful

serve down the line, akin to the significance of this
discovery, is undeniable.

It  becomes  evident  that  the  whimsical,  offbeat
influences from the realms of literature have subtly
shaped the trajectory of this investigation, weaving
in  unexpected  insights  and  shedding  light  on
connections  that  might  have  otherwise  remained
obscured beneath layers of conventional wisdom.

Therefore,  this  study  stands  as  a  testament  to
perseverance and innovative thinking. The tangled
web  of  entwined  domains  has  been  skillfully
untangled,  providing  a  shining  example  of  how
uncharted  territories  and  unconventional
methodologies can lead to meaningful discoveries.
Such an unexpected treat,  akin to the presence of
coconut and peach fragrances in shampoo bottles,
has  left  a  lingering  reminder  of  the  unexpected
charm and relevance that lie in the most unassuming
places.

CONCLUSION

In  conclusion,  the  findings  of  our  investigation
fervently  defend  the  presence  of  a  significant
correlation  between  Maria  Sharapova's  WTA title
count and the number of farm equipment mechanics
in  the  state  of  New  Hampshire.  The  robust
coefficient  of  determination  (r-squared)  of
0.8620690  emphasizes  the  substantial  explanatory
power of this unexpected relationship, underscoring
the shared variance between the triumphs of a tennis
luminary  and  the  vocational  pursuits  within  the
agricultural  machinery  maintenance  sector.  As we
reflect  on  these  findings,  it's  apparent  that  the
impact of Sharapova's victories reaches far beyond
the  confines  of  the  tennis  court,  extending  aces
towards  the  previously  unforeseen  realms  of
agricultural affairs in New Hampshire.

The  visual  depiction  of  this  correlation  in  Fig.  1
serves  as  a  poignant  reminder  that  statistical
connections can emerge in the most unanticipated
of domains, much like a surprise drop shot catching
opponents  off  guard.  While  the  initial  premise of
our  investigation  may  have  seemed  as  out-of-

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real.  More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



bounds as a tennis ball landing past the baseline, the
evidence  presented  unequivocally  supports  the
existence of a meaningful association between these
seemingly  orthogonal  spheres  of  influence.  It  is
with both astonishment and delight that we affirm
the  presence of  a  striking correlation  that  weaves
Maria Sharapova's tennis conquests into the fabric
of New Hampshire's agricultural tinkerers.

In light of these revelatory findings, it is imperative
to  recognize  that  this  unanticipated  correlation
prompts  a  reevaluation  of  the  interconnectedness
between  professional  sports  achievements  and
specialized  labor  forces.  Our  research  not  only
underscores  the  whimsical  interconnectedness  of
seemingly incongruous domains but also kindles the
curiosity for further explorations into the enigmatic
web  of  statistical  affinities  that  may  elude
traditional assumptions.

In  delineating  the  connection  between  Maria
Sharapova's  WTA Title  Count  and the  number  of
farm equipment mechanics in New Hampshire, our
study has inadvertently served as a gentle reminder
that  statistical  phenomena  are  as  diverse  and
unpredictable  as  the  remarkable  trajectories  of  a
tennis  ball  on  a  grass  court.  Therefore,  with  the
comprehensive  exploration  of  this  correlation,  we
assert  that  no  more  research  is  needed  in  this
peculiar and delightful area.
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