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Abstract

The connection between fossil fuel use in Suriname and UFO sightings in Florida has long been a subject
of derision and disbelief in the scientific community. However, our research team decided to boldly go
where no economist has gone before and delve into this enigmatic association. Our study utilized data
from the Energy Information Administration and the National UFO Reporting Center to analyze the
relationship between these seemingly unrelated phenomena. Contrary to our expectations, our findings
revealed a remarkably high correlation coefficient of 0.8839778 and a significant p-value of less than 0.01
for the time period from 1980 to 2021. This peculiar correlation suggests a potential link between the
burning of fossil fuels in Suriname and the mysterious appearance of unidentified flying objects in the
skies of Florida. Could it be that extraterrestrial beings are drawn to the emissions from fossil fuel
combustion, or are Floridians more likely to mistake ordinary aircraft for otherworldly visitors after
exposure to air pollution? While our results are certainly thought-provoking, we must urge caution in
jumping to otherworldly conclusions. The correlation discovered may be completely coincidental or
influenced by confounding variables that have eluded our investigation. Nevertheless, our study
illuminates an intriguing area for further research, challenging established paradigms and inviting scholars
to consider the cosmic implications of earthly energy practices.
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1. Introduction In the realm of scientific inquiry, it is a rare
privilege to explore the intersection of two

INTRODUCTION seemingly unrelated phenomena and
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emerge with findings that defy expectations.
Our research delves into the shadowy realm
of UFO sightings in Florida and the fossil
fuel activities in Suriname, a conjunction
that has elicited skepticism and raised
eyebrows in the scientific community. It is a
journey into the unknown, where skepticism
meets speculation, and where
extraterrestrial enigmas collide with earthly
energy consumption.

The debate around UFO sightings and alien
encounters can be as intense as the heat
emitted from a spacecraft re-entering the
Earth's atmosphere. From blurry
photographs to dubious eyewitness
accounts, the UFO terrain is fertile ground
for skepticism, intrigue, and the occasional
tin-foil hat enthusiast. On the other hand,
the realms of economics and energy
production often call to mind complex
equations, supply and demand curves, and,
if we're being honest, the occasional nap-
inducing PowerPoint presentation.

However, it is precisely at this intersection of
the otherworldly and the mundanely
terrestrial that our research takes flight (pun
absolutely intended). With data in one hand
and a telescope in the other — figuratively
speaking, of course — we set out to explore
the enigmatic connection between the
consumption of fossil fuels in Suriname and
the purported sightings of UFOs in the skies
of Florida.

While it may seem like we've embarked on
a journey that Captain Kirk and the Starship
Enterprise would envy, our aim is to bring
rigorous scientific inquiry to a topic that has
historically been relegated to late-night
conspiracy theory discussions and grainy
cable television documentaries. By
subjecting this peculiar correlation to
rigorous analysis, we hope to shed light on
a phenomenon that has long been shrouded
in disbelief and skepticism.

In the following sections, we will discuss the
methodology, findings, and implications of

our study, aiming to fuel both intellectual
curiosity and the occasional chuckle as we
navigate the cosmic conundrum of the
Fossil Fuel-Fueled Florida UFO
Phenomenon. So, buckle your seatbelts and
prepare for lift-off into the world of scientific
exploration that is, quite literally, out of this
world.

2. Literature Review

In "Smith et al.," the authors find a
significant relationship between fossil fuel
consumption in Suriname and atmospheric
disturbances in the vicinity of the Bermuda
Triangle. However, our focus lies on the
unconventional connection between
Surinamese fossil fuel use and the ethereal
dance of unidentified flying objects above
the sunshine state of Florida.

Turning our attention from scientific journals
to literature tangentially related to our topic,
"The Energy Non-Crisis" by Lindsey
Williams sheds light on the clandestine
maneuverings of the fossil fuel industry, but
fails to mention any extraterrestrial
involvement. On the contrary, "UFOs Are
Real: Here's the Proof* by Ed Walters
provides an enthusiastic account of
extraterrestrial encounters, yet
disappointingly neglects to address the
ecological impact of alien spacecraft
propulsion.

Venturing further into the realm of fiction,
H.G. Wells' "War of the Worlds" and Arthur
C. Clarke's "Childhood's End" present
riveting tales of extraterrestrial incursions,
but regrettably offer no insights into the
proclivities of intergalactic travelers for
earthly emissions. It is a striking omission
indeed.

On a lighter note, a tweet from
@SpaceCadet82 asserts, "Just saw a fleet
of UFOs in Florida, must be all the rocket
launches messing with the aliens'
navigation systems #SpaceTrafficJam."
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While not a scholarly source by any stretch,
the anecdotal evidence adds a layer of
levity to our investigation.

As we navigate through this whimsical
intersection of fuel and fantasy, we find
ourselves intrigued by the web of
speculation, half-truths, and unbridled
imagination that characterizes this unusual
scholarly pursuit. What emerges is a
tapestry woven from the threads of fact and
fanciful conjecture, where the boundary
between serious inquiry and whimsical
speculation blurs like the outline of a
passing UFO in the night sky.

The literature, though varied in its focus and
credibility, fails to offer a comprehensive
understanding of the curious correlation we
seek to elucidate. However, fear not, dear
reader, for our intrepid research aims to
unravel the enigmatic connection between
terrestrial fuel consumption and celestial
visitations, even if it boldly goes where
traditional scholarship hesitates to tread.

3. Our approach & methods

To tackle the titillating mystery of the Fossil
Fuel-Fueled Florida UFO Phenomenon, our
research team employed a methodological
approach that was as rigorous as it was,
dare we say, out of this world. Our
investigation involved a blend of traditional
econometric analysis, cosmic speculation,
and a healthy dose of good old-fashioned
curiosity.

Our data collection process resembled a
treasure hunt across the vast expanse of
the internet, as we scoured sources ranging
from the Energy Information Administration
to the National UFO Reporting Center. We
combed through decades of data, from
1980 to 2021, extracting information on
Suriname's fossil fuel use and Florida's
UFO sightings with the precision of an
extraterrestrial tractor beam.

Applying traditional econometric methods to
unearth the potential relationship between
fossil fuel consumption in Suriname and
UFO sightings in Florida, we utilized
statistical tools that were as reliable as an
alien abduction story on a late-night talk
show. This included time-series analysis,
regression models, and diagnostic tests,
which allowed us to probe the depths of this
enigmatic connection with a level of scrutiny
that would make Mulder and Scully proud.

In addition to our robust econometric
analysis, we bravely ventured into the
speculative unknown, considering
hypothetical mechanisms that could
underpin the observed correlation. This
included pondering whether extraterrestrial
beings possess an inexplicable affinity for
the emissions of fossil fuel combustion or if
Floridians, under the influence of air
pollution, are simply more likely to mistake
conventional aircraft for cosmic interlopers.

To ensure that our findings resonated with
the cosmic conundrum at hand, we
calibrated our analysis with a telescope in
one hand (figuratively speaking, of course)
and a cosmic compass in the other. While
these metaphorical instruments may not
have provided tangible data, they served as
a reminder of the intergalactic implications
of our research — and as entertaining
conversation pieces at departmental
seminars.

In the spirit of thorough inquiry, we also
scrutinized potential confounding variables
that could confound our analysis. After all, in
a study that traverses the celestial and
terrestrial, one must be attentive to the
gravitational pull of alternative explanations
and unseen cosmic forces.

From the depths of traditional statistical
analysis to the heights of speculative
pondering, our methodology sought to
unveil the cosmic threads that entwine the
fossil fuel activities in Suriname with the
curious sightings of UFOs in Florida. This
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blend of precision, speculation, and a touch
of cosmic curiosity propelled our
investigation into the realm of scholarly
inquiry that is, quite literally, out of this
world.

4. Results

Our investigation ventured into uncharted
territory, examining the purported
connection between fossil fuel use in
Suriname and UFO sightings in Florida. The
statistical analysis of data from the Energy
Information Administration and the National
UFO Reporting Center unearthed a
surprising revelation: a strikingly high
correlation coefficient of 0.8839778, an r-
squared of 0.7814168, and a p-value of less
than 0.01 over the period spanning from
1980 to 2021.

Fig. 1 presents a scatterplot that visually
encapsulates this remarkable correlation—
an otherworldly relationship indeed. The
scatterplot graphically illustrates the eerie
synergy between fossil fuel use in Suriname
and the frequency of UFO sightings in the
Floridian skies, leaving us both perplexed
and entertained by the cosmic dance of
data points.

The presence of such a robust correlation
not only raises eyebrows but also evokes a
plethora of questions. Could there be a
cosmic conspiracy at play, drawing
extraterrestrial beings to the emissions from
fossil fuel combustion? Or perhaps
Floridians, after prolonged exposure to air
pollution from Suriname, are prone to
misidentifying ordinary aircraft as celestial
visitors, eliciting tales of UFO sightings that
captivate believers and skeptics alike?

Years 1980-2021, r=0.884, p<0.01
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Figure 1. Scatterplot of the variables by year

These findings - as peculiar as they may
seem - do not come without their theoretical
and practical implications. At the very least,
our study challenges conventional wisdom
and beckons the scientific community to
ponder the cosmic implications of earthly
energy practices, all while raising a quizzical
eyebrow and a knowing wink in the direction
of the unknown.

5. Discussion

Our results offer tantalizing evidence of a
potential linkage between the consumption
of fossil fuels in Suriname and the fabled
sightings of UFOs in Florida. The
remarkably high correlation coefficient and
significant p-value corroborate the prior
work of Smith et al., who also identified
connections between Surinamese fossil fuel
use and atmospheric disturbances in the
Bermuda Triangle. What a revelation - who
knew that the otherworldly phenomena in
the skies might be tied to earthly energy
practices?

Delving into the literature review, we find
ourselves revisiting the whimsical tweet
from @SpaceCadet82, which mused about
the potential impact of rocket launches on
alien navigation systems. Little did we know
that this anecdotal comment would lead us
down the path of statistical inquiry, hinting at
a potential real-world correlation between
earthly energy activities and extraterrestrial

This paper is AI-generated, but the correlation and p-value are real. More info: tylervigen.com/spurious-research



visitations. It appears that even the musings
of amateur stargazers can contribute to the
body of scientific knowledge!

Moreover, the absence of scholarly insight
from H.G. Wells and Arthur C. Clarke
regarding intergalactic travelers'
propensities for earthly emissions now
seems like a missed opportunity for
scientific inquiry. Who's to say that the
Martians in "War of the Worlds" weren't
actually attracted to coal-fired power plants?
These oversights now take on a whole new
significance in light of our findings.

Our study, while rooted in statistical analysis
and scientific rigor, has serendipitously
given credence to seemingly outlandish
connections between fuel consumption and
ethereal encounters. As we ponder the
cosmic implications of our results, we
cannot help but reflect on the mysterious
allure of UFO sightings in Florida and the
potential role of fossil fuel emissions. Could
it be that extraterrestrial beings are indeed
drawn to the emissions from fossil fuel
combustion, or are Floridians more likely to
mistake ordinary aircraft for otherworldly
visitors after exposure to air pollution?

So, as we conclude this discussion (pun
intended), we are left with a conundrum fit
for the ages. Our research has illuminated a
strange and awe-inspiring link, challenging
conventional wisdom and beckoning the
scientific community to consider the
interplay between terrestrial activities and
celestial phenomena. This  peculiar
connection not only invites further scholarly
inquiry but also leaves us marveling at the
enigmatic dance of data points that has
unfolded before us. The cosmos indeed
holds many mysteries, and it seems our
earthly endeavors may have attracted the
attention of the great beyond in ways we
never anticipated.

6. Conclusion

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, our study has steered us
through the cosmic conundrum of the Fossil
Fuel-Fueled Florida UFO Phenomenon,
uncovering a correlation that is as
mystifying as it is entertaining. The
statistically significant relationship between
Suriname's fossil fuel use and Florida's
UFO sightings has left us pondering
whether aliens are true aficionados of
carbon emissions or if Floridians have a
penchant for mistaking aircraft for
intergalactic visitors after a hearty dose of
air pollution.

While our findings may seem out of this
world, we must exercise caution before
hailing the arrival of our extraterrestrial
neighbors or launching a UFO-themed
music festival. The correlation observed
may be purely coincidental or influenced by
confounding factors that elude our
understanding — and let's face it, the
universe loves a good mystery.

It is clear that our results open the portal to
a realm of inquiry that exists at the
intersection of skepticism and speculation,
challenging us to consider the cosmic
implications of earthly energy practices.
However, in the spirit of scientific inquiry —
and to preserve our professional reputations
— we must acknowledge the need for further
research to corroborate and expand upon
our findings.

That being said, let's not embark on an
interstellar quest for more data just yet.
Perhaps it's best to leave this curious
correlation hanging in the cosmic breeze,
where it can serve as a cautionary tale
against jumping to otherworldly conclusions
based on statistical quirkiness. For now,
let's stow our telescopes and embolden
ourselves to seek greater scientific
enlightenment from more earthly endeavors.
As the great minds of our time once said,
"keep looking up, but mind the statistics."
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In the spirit of academic diligence and
maintaining scientific sanity, it is with a
sense of responsibility and a hint of relief
that we tentatively assert: no more research
is needed in this peculiar and perplexing
area.
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